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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
The "Ann Frank
Exhibition" is
coming to an end on
the first of
December.
I am ple ase d to
inform all our
members and
frie nds t hat t he
Exhibition was a
great success.
Success in terms of
the amount and range of people who came to see the
exhibition, over 2500 visitors, as well as success as a
public relation exercise, success for the support we had
with more than 30 volunteers during these 5 weeks, and
a financial success, as we have raised in excess of
$15,000.00 including donations, sales of books and
videos and gold coin donations.
I would like to thank all our volunteers for their support,
and one person in particular, our good friend and
secretary of our board Janette Kornhauser for the
tremendous amount of time and her dedication she
displayed during these 5 weeks. Kol–Hakavod.
By going through the exhibition guest book and the
comments made, we can see that all our visitors were
moved, inspired and impressed by the professionalism
of this exhibition. They were very emotional and deeply
touched by the Ann Frank Story and life.
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The timing for this exhibition couldn’t be better, with
unfortunate events taking place around the world and
Israel, rise in anti-Semitism and the message of
tolerance, this event was another reminder. All together
it was an outstanding display.
We are now getting ready for our annual celebration of
"Chanukah In the Park". As always, we will feature lots of
rides and good food. It will be on Sunday, 13th
December from 5.00pm at Neil Shannon Park, Surfers
Paradise. We will need men and women volunteer’s so
please contact the office, myself or our Rabbi for more
info. Let's make the event another great success.
Don't wait for the last minute to enrol your children for
our summer camp, the kids will enjoy every minute of it.
Check our monthly and weekly newsletter for more
information.
David Rebibou, President GCHC
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SYNAGOGUE NOTICES

THE GUIDE FOR JEWISH
EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES

OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday:
8:30am – 1:00pm

Monday - weekly at 7:30pm - Assorted Topics
and Kabbalah @ the Shule’s Katranski Hall

SHOP HOURS
Monday, Wednesday , and Friday: 9:30am –
1:00pm

Thursday Talmud class - 7:00pm at the Rabbi’s
home.

SERVICE PRAYER TIMES

Shabbat afternoon Topical insights: @ 6:30pm

WEEKDAYS
Shacharit: Monday & Thursday - 6:30am
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday - 6:55am

Personalised learning with the Rabbi - Please tel.
Rabbi Gurevitch 0419 392 818

SHABBAT
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday at 6:00pm
Shacharit: 9:00am. Shiur-class at 8:40am
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 6:00pm

Women Learning Classes with Rebbetzin Dina
Gurevitch- Please tel. 0405 100 149
Women Rosh Chodesh Group - takes place every
Jewish new month where women of all
backgrounds and affiliation come together to
learn, schmooze and enjoy a scrumptious supper
and interesting speaker. To join us please contact
our office on 5570 1851 or Rebbetzin Dina
Gurevitch on 0405 100 149

SUNDAY AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
Shacharit: 8:00am
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 6:00pm

THE GOLD COAST HEBREW CONGREGATION
After School Cheder - Every Sunday during
school term from 9:30am - 11:30am. For ages
5-13

ADDRESS
34 Hamilton Ave, Surfers Paradise
P.O. Box 133. Surfers Paradise, Qld 4217

At Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation. 35 Markwell
Ave entrance, Surfers Paradise

OFFICE
Administrator - Belinda Werb
Phone: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au

During your school hours - We come to you
Surfers Paradise State School - Every Wednesday
@ 1:10pm

RABBI NIR GUREVITCH
Mobile: 0419 392 818
Email: ngurvtch@ozemail.com.au

Benowa State School - Every Friday @ 10:00am

PRESIDENT
David Rebibou
Email: d.b.rebibou@hotmail.com
Phone: 0449 988 398

Bellevue Park State School - Every Thursday @
1:55pm

WEBSITE: http://www.goldcoasthc.org.au
The articles printed in this newsletter are not necessarily the
views or policies of the GCHC. Copyright © 2015
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One Little Candle
A bit messy, perhaps, but Chanuka is, after all, an "oily"
holiday, replete with traditional foods like potato latkes
and sufganiyot (jelly doughnuts) to remind us of the
miracle of the oil!
But what of the candle, or lamp? Let's consider what is it
that provides us light.
First, there has to be something to hold the oil and wick a lamp. (Even the wax candles are formed in a mould.)
Next, there's the wick. Then there's the flame which
consists of two parts: a darker colored flame that burns
close to the wick and an outer flame. The inner flame
actually burns the wick while the outer, lighter-colored
flame provides the actual illumination. And finally, there's
the fuel - the oil.

Chanuka! The Festival of lights. There's something
special about the small flame shining in the darkness.
Traditionally, we put the Menora ("Chanukia," some call
it) at the doorpost or in a window so its light flows into
the night.
It's a nice image - it certainly looks
inspiring - seen
from the outside, looking in at the Chanuka lights. But
really, how much darkness can one little candle really
push away?
Turns out, quite a lot. It's easy to forget in these days of
electric lights, street lamps and massive night-time
displays that make ball-fields as bright as day, just how
effective one little candle can be. But that candle, when
all the other lights are out, provides enough illumination
to read, to see a step ahead, to recognize a friend, to
find the fuse box - in short, enough light to push away an
overwhelming darkness.
With all that, have we ever really looked at a candle,
seen what it's made of?
These days most people use wax and paraffin. But in
days gone by, it was olive oil that fueled the lamps and
candles. Even today, many people prefer to use oil
Menoras for Chanuka.

Each of these parts contributes to the physical
illumination, the little light that pushes away more
darkness than seems possible at first glance. And each
part has a spiritual counterpart, for, as the verse says,
"The soul of man is a lamp of G-d." In fact, Chasidic
philosophy discusses the significance of each section of
the candle at great length.
For now, though, let's look briefly at oil, so symbolic of
Chanuka. After all, we celebrate the holiday because the
Maccabees found one small jar of pure olive oil, with
which to light the Menora in the rededicated Temple.
Oil, Chasidic teachings tell us, represents wisdom. And
one of the essential qualities of wisdom - and oil - is
selflessness or humility. One cannot be both arrogant and
wise, as it says in the Mishna, "Who is wise? One who
learns from everyone." True wisdom requires humility,
the ability to put aside one's ego. And oil doesn't "stand
apart," remaining superficial; rather it penetrates,
penetrates deeply into the substance.
And that of course is one of the messages of Chanuka: the
wisdom of Torah, the "oil of Judaism," should penetrate
deep within us, and with that fuel we can light the "one
little candle" within ourselves, and so illuminate the
darkness - ours, and that around us.
With blessings for a happy and joyous Chanukah,
Rabbi Nir Gurevitch
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IsraelJ.K. Rowling and Other British Luminaries
Denounce Cultural Boycott of Israel
By Yair Rosenberg

A star-studded group published a letter in The
Guardian calling for ‘open dialogue’ to bridge Israeli
-Palestinian divide
In a major blow to the Boycott, Divestment, and
Sanctions movement against Israel, a group of over 150
British artists, intellectuals, and politicians—headlined
by J.K. Rowling, two-time Man Booker prize-winning
author Hilary Mantel, and historian Simon Schama have
come out against cultural boycotts of the Jewish state.
In a letter published today by The Guardian, the authors
rebutted a prior letter printed by the paper which
endorsed excluding Israel from the cultural scene.
Rowling and company beg to differ, labeling such
practices “divisive and discriminatory”:
In February 2015 you published a letter from UK artists
announcing their intention to culturally boycott Israel.
We do not believe cultural boycotts are acceptable or
that the letter you published accurately represents
opinion in the cultural world in the UK.
Therefore we are writing to declare our support for the
launch and aims of Culture for Coexistence, an
independent UK network representing a cross-section
from the cultural world.
We will be seeking to inform and encourage dialogue
about Israel and the Palestinians in the wider cultural
and creative community. While we may not all share the
same views on the policies of the Israeli government, we
all share a desire for peaceful coexistence.
Cultural boycotts singling out Israel are divisive and
discriminatory, and will not further peace. Open
dialogue and interaction promote greater understanding
and mutual acceptance, and it is through such
understanding and acceptance that movement can be
made towards a resolution of the conflict.
Ultimately we all believe in a two-state solution so that
the national self-determination of both peoples
is realised, with the state of Israel and a Palestinian state
living side by side in peace and security.

Celebrated author, J.K. Rowling

Cultural engagement builds bridges, nurtures freedom
and positive movement for change. We wholly endorse
encouraging such a powerful tool for change rather than
boycotting its use.
In addition to Rowling, Mantel, and Schama, the letter’s
signatories include past and present British politicians
from across the ideological spectrum, as well as actors,
political pundits, and media professionals.
The letter is not only noteworthy for its underwriters, but
for its perceptive argument. Indeed, the missive perfectly
paints the philosophical contradiction at the heart of the
Israel boycott movement: On the one hand, BDS claims to
seek peaceful coexistence between Israelis and
Palestinians, typically in a single binational state. On the
other hand, the boycotters advocate shutting down the
very cross-cultural dialogue that is a prerequisite to any
such outcome.
The idea of silencing Israelis makes sense if one’s goal is
simply to punish Israelis; it does not, however, if one aims
to reconcile Israelis and Palestinians, whether in one state
or two. Conversation humanizes the other, while shutting
it down makes it much easier to demonize them.
Judging by this letter, then, some of Britain’s leading
lights recognize that the Israel boycotters are not
interested in solving the problem they claim to address,
but in perpetuating it.
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InnovationsAfter Thousands Of Years Of Stitching,
Israelis Invent New Wound-Closure Method
By Dyana So

When it comes to treating large, open wounds, not
much has changed in the past five thousand years. Just
as the ancient Egyptians used needles and thread to
patch up their wounded, doctors employ the same
stitching ‘technology’ today to prevent infection and
facilitate healing. Nonetheless, when a wound is too big,
too complex, or when the patient is subject to a higher
mortality rate, the average suture procedure just
doesn’t do it.

“It’s actually a new method of closing wounds,” says Dr.
Topaz. “Suturing, for me, is an anachronistic issue – we
should not close wounds with sutures; we need to close
them with this kind of system.”
Made with a special polymer that’s been tested to be
durable and supportive for suture, TopClosure is
specifically designed to collapse just before too much
tension starts tearing skin tissues, as stitching big wounds
may do. Taking into account the bio-mechanical
properties of the skin, TopClosure’s system claims to take
advantage of the elastic properties of the skin to optimize
wound closure, be it naturally or with surgery. According
to Dr. Topaz, “[TopClosure] places one-hundred thousand
times less tension on the skin than a suture,” he
continues, “If I do it with suture, it would be very painful
pulling for the patient.”

While treating numerous casualties in his capacity as
chief of plastic surgery at Israel’s Hillel Yaffe Medical
Center in Hadera, Dr. Moris Topaz realized that sutures
could not effectively seal cuts and fasten the skin
together for proper healing. According to him, in the
majority of cases, surgery was the only viable solution to
treat and close complex wounds, which led Dr. Topaz to
develop a unique method to secure wound closure,
called TopClosure.
An invaluable medical tool already being applied in
Israeli hospitals, TopClosure works by first stretching out
the skin around the wound to avoid the need for skin
grafts, and second by ensuring that the wound scars in
an aesthetic and healthy fashion. According to Dr. Topaz,
it’s time to bid farewell to skin grafts, surgery and
stitches for complex wounds, and to welcome a new
method that he hopes will soon become the standard in
severe wound treatment.

Part of Topaz’s medical repertoire for years
Indeed, TopClosure’s unique method is likely to improve
the current suture practice significantly. The method can
be used before surgery to prepare the skin incisions,
during surgery to relieve tension on the skin, and after
surgery as additional fastening support along with
stitches, to speed up the healing process as a whole. A
kind of modern tourniquet, TopClosure can and already is
being used in field hospitals to temporarily treat soldier’s
combat wounds and prevent immediate infection as they
await proper medical care.

Reducing tension to facilitate healthier healing
The TopClosure tension-reduction system consists of
two main parts: fastening cables and attachable clasps.
The cables come in a variety of lengths to accommodate
the size of the wound, and each clasp contains an
adhesive bottom to mount onto the skin, as well as hole
for staples if additional support is needed.

Though Dr. Topaz himself has been using the product
already for years, the marketed version of the TopClosure
tension-relief system took him and his team about one
month to develop as a physical product, but several years
for improvements. By documenting every suture surgery
he’s performed while using TopClosure, Dr. Topaz has
built an extensive record of the different types of wounds,
body location, patients, and even situations in which the
TopClosure method proved effective, as well as those in
which it didn’t.

The two clasps are placed facing each other on opposing
sides of an open wound, much like two supporting ends
of a bridge. A cable is strung through the clasps, drawing
the skin tissues together until they eventually close.
Stitches are then applied over this temporarily facilitated
enclosure as the final seal.
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Continue….Innovations-

Education Harvard Uni to Establish Jewish
and Israeli Law Program
By Liel Leibovitz

Professor Noah Feldman will direct the new
academic initiative

Although complicated and long suture surgeries will
require an ‘invasive’ use of TopClosure, which means
using staples to provide additional mounting support for
the clasps, the potential scars left behind by staples are
minor compared to the deep scarring caused by strained
suture pulling and/or skin grafts. Furthermore, infections
can still occur around the TopClosure system if the
clasps are not closely observed during the healing
process.
“The most important thing about TopClosure is its
simplicity,” Dr. Topaz said. “Doctors commonly say, ‘Why
didn’t we think of this earlier?’ My wish is that it would
be exposed to every doctor and every patient as an
emerging technology that can be applied anywhere in
the world without sophisticated plastic surgery
procedures.”
Currently, TopClosure is publishing more updated cases
of its use in medical journals. Yet, given the
understandably conservative culture of the medical
world, it will take time before TopClosure is accepted as
a legitimate and commonplace apparatus among
surgeons around the world. In the meantime, three
different models of TopClosure are available for
purchase on the company’s official website.

Thanks to a generous gift from Mitchell R. Julis, one of
America’s most successful hedge fund managers, Harvard
Law School announced today the launch of the JulisRabinowitz Program in Jewish and Israeli Law. The new
initiative will fund visiting scholars and fellows, hold
classes devoted to traditional Jewish legal texts, host an
annual conference, and organize events related to “the
impact and study of Jewish law in Israel, in the United
States, and across the world.” The announcement follows
the September launch of a similar center for Islamic law at
Yale, made possible by a $10 million gift from Saudi
banker Abdallah S. Kamel.
The Harvard program’s director will be Noah Feldman, the
Harvard law professor and public intellectual best known
for helping to write the Iraqi constitution in the aftermath
of Operation Iraqi Freedom. “Jewish law and Israeli law
are distinct and different,” Feldman said, explaining the
rationale for the new center, “yet they also interact and
make claims on each other. It makes sense to study them
both in the same program, even as we study them
independently.” The Julis gift, he added, “gives us a broad
ambit to bring in a wide range of voices to explore these
fascinating and rich topics from all sides.”
Over the past few years, Feldman, joining other members
of Harvard’s faculty as well as visiting scholars, has taught
courses on Jewish legal topics such as “Custom and Legal
Authority” or “The Other and the Enemy in Jewish Law.”
He will be aided in running the new center by Tablet
contributing editor Menachem Butler, who will serve as
special advisor for Jewish Law Projects.
“Throughout history, Jewish law has made profound
contributions to legal thought and practice, and it remains
vibrant and relevant around the world,” said Martha
Minow, the law school’s dean. “Through their
extraordinary generosity, the Julis Family has created
significant new opportunities for our community to
explore this living legal tradition as well as the laws and
legal discourse of a nation, which shares the same roots
and many new branches.”
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CHANUKAH FESTIVAL
Insights and Practise
The Chanukah lights are lit in the evenings preceding
each of the eight days of Chanukah , beginning with
Sunday night, December 6, 2015, after nightfall.
Both
men
and
women are obligated
to
light
t he
Chanukah menorah,
or to participate in
the
household
menorah
lighting.
Children should be
encouraged to light
their own menorahs. Students and singles who live in
dormitories or their own apartments should kindle
menorahs in their own rooms.
Many have the
custom to place the
menorah
in
a
doorway opposite
the mezuzah, so
that
the
two
mitzvot of mezuzah
and
Chanukah
surround
t he
person. Others place it on a windowsill facing a public
thoroughfare. (If placed on the windowsill, it should be
no higher than 20 cubits—about 8.8 meters above street
level.)
The Chanukah lights
should consist of
lamps or candles
i.e., a flammable
fuel that feeds a
visible flame via a
wick. The most ideal
way to fulfill the
mitzvah is with cotton wicks in olive oil, or beeswax
candles; paraffin candles or other types of candles or
lamps are also acceptable, but not gas lights or electric
lights. (If circumstances do not allow the use of an open
flame, a proper rabbinical authority should be consulted.)
The lamps or candles must contain enough fuel, at the
time of the lighting, to burn until half an hour after
nightfall.

The lamps or candles should be arranged in a straight
row, and should be of equal height. The shamash—the
“servant” candle that kindles the other lights—should be
placed apart from the rest (higher, outside the row,
etc.).
On the first night of Chanukah, one light is kindled on
the right side of the menorah. On the following night
add a second light to the left of the first, and kindle the
new light first, proceeding from left to right, and so on
each night.
The Chanukah lights
are kindled in the
evening
preceding
each of the eight
days of Chanukah.
The custom of many
communities is to
light the menorah
shortly after sunset; other communities light it at
nightfall. In either case, the menorah must contain
enough fuel at the time of the lighting to burn until 30
minutes after nightfall. Note: The standard Chanukah
candles last only approximately 30 minutes. If using
those candles, then light after nightfall every night (aside
from Friday—see below).
If one did not kindle the Chanukah lights early in the
evening, they can be kindled later, as long as there are
people in the streets (or others awake in the house).
IMPORTANT: It is
forbidden to light a
fire on Shabbat,
which extends from
sunset on Friday
e v e ning
unt il
nightfall
on
Saturday
night.
Therefore,
on
Friday evening,
December 11, the Chanukah lights
should be kindled early, before the Shabbat lights, which
are lit 18 minutes before sundown. Additional oil or
larger candles should be used for the Chanukah lights, to
make sure they will last a full half hour after nightfall—
the standard 30-minute Chanukah candles cannot be
used on Friday.
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CHANUKAH FESTIVAL
Insights and Practise
From the time the
Shabbat
candles
are
lit
(Friday
evening)
until
Shabbat
ends
(after
nightfall
Saturday night) and
until the havdalah
prayer (separating
Shabbat from the weekday) is recited, the Chanukah
menorah should not be relit, moved or prepared.

For the first half hour when the candles are burning, it is
customary to sit by the candles and tell stories relating
to the holiday.
Work should not be done in the proximity of the burning
candles. Women have a custom to refrain from
household work during the half hour that the lights are
burning, to honor the brave Jewish women who played a
significant role in the Chanukah story.
During the eight
days of Chanukah,
we add the Al
HaNissim liturgy to
the amidah (daily
silent prayer) and
the Grace After
Meals.

Chanukah lights for Saturday night are kindled only after
Shabbat ends - at nightfall after 7:15pm.
On the first night of Chanukah (Sunday, December 6),
recite all three blessings. On all subsequent nights, recite
blessings number 1 and 2.
1. Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe,
who has sanctified us with His commandments, and
commanded us to kindle the Chanukah light.
1. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai Eh-lo-hei-noo Meh-lech Ha-olam
A-sher Ki-deh-sha-noo Beh-mitz-vo-tav Veh-tzi-va-noo
Leh-had-lik Ner Cha-noo-kah.
2. Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe,
who performed miracles for our forefathers in those
days, at this time.
2. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai Eh-lo-hei-nu Meh-lech Ha-olam
Sheh-a-sa Nee-sim La-avo-tei-noo Ba-ya-mim Ha-hem
Bee-z’man Ha-zeh.
3. Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe,
who has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled us to
reach this occasion.
3. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai Eh-lo-hei-noo Me-lech Ha-olam
Sheh-heh-cheh-ya-noo Veh-kee-yeh-ma-noo Veh-hee-gee
-a-noo Liz-man Ha-zeh.
After kindling the lights, Maoz Tzur and the hanerot
Halalu prayer are recited.
One is not to benefit from the light of the candles, only
from the shamash and other sources of light.

The complete Hallel prayer (see your prayerbook) is also
said in the morning service. A portion of the Torah is
read daily in the synagogue during morning prayers. It is
customary to increase one’s daily giving to charity. On
Fridays we give double the amount, to account for
Shabbat.
It is traditional to
give all children
Chanukah
gelt
(money).
Of
course,
this
beautiful custom
adds
to
the
children’s
happiness
and
festive spirit. In addition, it gives adults an opportunity
to give the children positive reinforcement for
exemplary behavior, such as diligence in their studies
and acts of charity. Chanukah gelt is given to children
after lighting the menorah. The children should be
encouraged to give charity from a portion of their
money.
Because of the great significance of oil in the story of the
Chanukah miracle, it is traditional to serve foods cooked
in oil. Among the most popular Chanukah dishes are
potato latkes (pancakes) and sufganiot (doughnuts). It is
also customary to eat cheesy foods on Chanukah, in
commemoration of the bravery of Yehudit.
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Art & Design
The Valmadonna Trust Library
By Sharon Liberman Mintz, Shaul Seidler-Feller, & David
Wachtel

And even though large repositories of such items exist in
major public Hebraica and Judaica collections around the
world, these important documentary sources for the
history of the Jews in the early modern era have never
been afforded a systematic scholarly treatment—until
now.
The recent publication of The Writing on the Wall: A

Four hundred years of remarkable printed matter
Catalogue of Judaica Broadsides From the Valmadonna
from the most important and extensive private Trust Library serves as a welcome introduction to the
collection of Hebrew books in the world
genre by providing an impressive textual and visual
Since the invention of printing in the 15th century,
broadsides—single sheets of paper printed on only one
side and designed for public distribution or posting—
were used, by Jews and non-Jews alike, as an easy and
convenient method of communication.

overview of the world’s largest privately held collection
of these fascinating artifacts.
The Valmadonna Trust Library is the world’s single most
important and extensive private collection of Hebrew
books, comprising thousands of rare volumes from
virtually all corners of the Jewish world. It was
painstakingly assembled over six decades by Jack Lunzer,
a collector par excellence, whose official title is
Custodian of the Valmadonna Trust.
In 2009, the entire Valmadonna Library was transported
from Fairport, Lunzer’s London home, to New York City,
where for 12 days it was exhibited at Sotheby’s.
Thousands of people waited hours in the February cold
to see the full collection on display, arranged according
to city of origin.

Jack Lunzer, custodian of the Valmadonna Trust Library.
The category of Judaica broadsides in particular includes
an astonishing variety of texts prepared for public or
semi-public
display:
communally
promulgated
regulations; rabbinic responsa; wall calendars;
commercial advertisements; poems and riddles in
celebration of weddings and public events; dirges;
eulogies; educational charts; fundraising circulars;
reports of current events; amulets; announcements;
prayers both for daily recitation and for special
occasions—some celebratory, others tragic—often with
vernacular instructions; and so much more.
Naturally, there are also examples of non-Jewish
governmental or religious officials using broadsides to
communicate with or about the Jews under their
authority. Accordingly, the language of Judaica
broadsides is both rich and varied: While many are in
Hebrew or in Jewish languages written in Hebrew
characters, others are in the local vernaculars and scripts
which could be easily read by both Jews and non-Jews.

Lunzer was born in 1924 in Antwerp, where his British
father worked as a diamond dealer for De Beers. After
WWII, he went to work for his father and later started
his own firm, and grew it until, by the early 1980s, he
had over $100 million in annual sales. At the same time,
beginning with a small assortment of Hebrew books
inherited from his father-in-law, Lunzer started
frequenting book sales and proceeded to assiduously
build his library. Lunzer is now 91 years old and has
entrusted Sotheby’s with finding a new home for the
collection.
The more than 550 broadsides in the collection that are
featured in this catalog are one of Valmadonna’s hidden
treasures. The scope of the Valmadonna broadsides is
vast, both temporally—dating from the 16th through the
20th centuries—and geographically.
A significant number come from Italy, the birthplace of
Hebrew printing, but there is wide representation from
the rest of Europe and the Ottoman Empire as well.
Some examples hail from as far afield as Bombay and
Calcutta, Yemen and Iraq, Israel and the United States.
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Continue…..The Valmadonna

Trust Library
The Writing on the Wall provides concise descriptions of
each broadside in the collection and includes scholarly
essays by Dvora Bregman, Elisheva Carlebach, Ruth
Langer, Nahum Rakover, and Adam Shear. In addition,
highlighted broadsides feature full-color images and
more comprehensive narratives of the human stories
behind the printed words, augmented by English
translations.

As Adam Shear succinctly observes at the conclusion of
his introduction to the volume: “The survival of any
material from the distant past—especially the Jewish
past—is in many ways the semi-miraculous result of
contingency, accident, and happenstance. […] And so, we
can feel nothing but gratitude to collectors, like Mr. Jack
Lunzer of the Valmadonna Trust Library, who have
sought out and preserved material from the past,
artifacts that became treasures by virtue of their survival,
however ephemeral or quotidian they were in their
original forms.”
The
accompanying
slideshow offers a
fascinating
glimpse
into this remarkable
collection
of
historically important
do cume nt s.
The
selection seen here is
representative of the
entire
broadside
collection. It runs the
gamut,
from
the
sacred to the mundane; from current events to
calendars; from riddles to rebuses; from poems to
prayers; from amulets to advertisements

Religion Challah and Shabbat for Everyone
By Tess Cutler|Tablet

A 20-foot challah was unveiled in Brooklyn Wednesday
night, earning a spot in the Guinness Book of World
Records
On Wednesday night at the swanky Grand Prospect Park
Hall in Brooklyn, New York, a judge took the stage,
whipped out his trusty tape measure, and counted 20
feet of bread—a humongous egg challah was in the
running for the Guinness Book of World Records. “You
are all officially amazing!” he announced to a crowd of
over 2,000 people, most of them frum women.

They went wild. Behind the judge, the mastermind
behind this monster of an egg bread , Rabbi Yaakov
Giniger, director of programming for Project Inspire ,
stood with fellow challah conspirators, soaking in the
winning moment.
The six-stranded, giant challah was unveiled at the end
of the Great Big Challah Bake, one of 126 challah bakeoffs taking place worldwide as part of The Shabbos
Project, a initiative started two years ago in South Africa
with the goal of encouraging Jews from all walks of life,
across the globe, to observe one big collective Sabbath
together—beginning this Friday night, October 23.
At the beginning of the night, the high-energy emcee,
Orthodox Zumba instructor Shimi Adar, 32, sporting a
sequined top hat for the occasion, hollered, “Ladies and
ladies, welcome to the great challah bake!” As she
extended the “a” in “bake” inside of a thunderous round
of applause, the crystal chandeliers swayed overhead.
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Challah and Shabbat for everyone

Spirituality CINEMA OF SOUL - SPIRITUAL
LESSONS FROM HOLLYWOOD
By Simon Jacobson, MLC

At the bake-off, everybody braided their challah dough,
which they got to take home. Tickets to the event went
for $18 a pop, available to women ages 12 and up.
Volunteers Shavy Grossberg and her daughter Suri were
beyond elated to be there. “From when we woke up this
morning, we knew today was the day,” the mother said
with sure enthusiasm. She mentioned she had to move
Suri’s orthodontist appointment so they could prepare
for the challah bake-off by helping to organize 2,000
table settings with essential challah ingredients such as
flour, water, mixing bowls, and aprons. Suri, 13, flashed
a beaming smile.

And you shall make a screen…
- Exodus 26:36

Screens, generally, divide between one level of reality and
another. Perhaps nowhere is this as pronounced as with
the movie screen, a silver partition between virtual and
living reality.

Before the official unveiling, the massive challah (the
belle of the ball) was covered with a sheet like a veiled
bride. At the end of the night, the challah was officially
presented, accompanied by a room full of “oohs” and
“aahs.”
It took two bakeries, two attempts (the first challah
broke), 40 pounds of flour, five gallons of water, and a
year of planning to get this baby baking, which was no
easy feat. Supplying the dough was Eli Berman of
Brooklyn’s Strauss Kosher Bakery while Edward Mafoud
of Damascus Bakery generously offered his kosher oven
(since apparently no heimishe bakery had an oven big
enough).
On Friday, the challah, officially dubbed “the longest
braided bread in the world,” will be escorted by police
during a parade, transported in a flatbed truck, to the
house of the daughter of the Shabbos Project’s sponsor,
Isaac Gross’s. There, over 60 lucky people will get to
partake in the record-breaking challah, which is certified
kosher by the Orthodox Union.

The big screen may be used to project profound truths or complete nonsense. Films are patently false - reels
without being real - but they have the ability to teach us
about reality in ways other mediums could only dream.
The theater of life has so many dimensions. Here are
some thoughts on the soul of celluloid.
(Spoiler alert: you play a big role.)

SET
The set of your life is unique, designed specifically for the
unpredictable scenes that will play out. The community in
which you live, the people you interact with, your family
and your career are all details of your set. Nothing on the
set is random or unintentional. By divine set-design every
detail is in place for your star to shine.

LIGHTING
The quality of a film depends upon the quality of its
lighting. Days before a shoot, lighting crews can be seen
constructing elaborate lighting schemes for what could be
a mere five-second blip on the screen. The quality of your
life is contingent on its lighting. The more you light up
your set, with righteous deeds and bright smiles, the
better life’s picture will be.
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SOUNDTRACK
Watching a movie in Dolby digital surround sound, every
intake of breath is pronounced and every slam of a car
door is amplified. A movie score turns two-dimensional
picture into multi-dimensional emotion. Your life has a
certain sound to it; comfort its sobs and enjoy its
laughter.
HIGH DEFINITION
Clarity is paramount. A fuzzy picture is almost as
frustrating as no picture. Static or blurriness in life is
never good. The higher up you go, the higher your
definition.
CINEMATOGRAPHY
The camera work makes the picture. Capturing just the
right angle can make or break a scene. Here art meets
science: you have to feel the motion and emotion of the
picture but you also have to know what type of lens best
conveys that feeling. Life is a balance between the
technical and the esoteric, between the mechanical and
the abstract.
SPECIAL EFFECTS
Every once in a while, an eye-popping scene blows your
mind. Like a sprinkle of cayenne pepper on pineapple, a
special effect packs some serious and surprising punch.
The script of life does not consist only of special effects imagine eating only cayenne pepper - but these effects
are sprinkled at strategic places and make your eyes go
wide.
MAIN ACTOR
You are the main character in the story of your life. You
have been specifically chosen for this role and are
uniquely suited to play it. You live in a world with seven
billion main actors. And every one of them can shine.
SUPPORTING ACTORS
There are multiple actors in the cast of your life. Wisdom
is to cast people that will be supportive in your role,
making you look better by how good they are. These
supporting actors come in all shapes, ages, and sizes.

DIRECTOR
With so many moving parts - it is called a motion picture
for a reason - it is integral to have someone with a
panoramic view in the director’s chair. There is one
director in this universal picture, the Creator of it all
(and its executive producer), whose vision enables us to
see the big picture.
SCRIPT
Imagine trying to shoot a movie without a script. Who
are the characters? What is the setting? When to zoom
in and when to pan out? When to whisper and when to
shout? When to roll and when to cut? There is a script
to life, instructing your soul how to act. As the star, your
award-winning acting makes the script come alive.
TAKE TWO
The perfect shot takes many takes. Success does not
come easy. We fail, we fail, we fail, and then we
succeed. Perfection is worth it, regardless if it happens
on take-two, or take-two-hundred-and-two.
CUTTING ROOM
The difference between a good movie and a great
movie is what is left on the cutting room floor. The
editing team takes hundreds of hours of film and trims
it down into the perfect tale. Knowing when to cut out
what is the difference between a good life and a great
one.
BOX OFFICE
The commercial success of a movie allows a studio to
make more movies and be more successful. Material
achievement in life - your personal box office success allows you to invest in the world and change it in soulful
ways.
POST PRODUCTION
There are all types of motion pictures - drama, action,
adventure, sci-fi, romance, comedy, documentary,
animation. All of these genres make up the gamut of
life’s experiences.
We have the ability to take the blocks of life and turn
them into blockbusters.
The stage is set - lights, camera…All that's missing is
action.

13

Parenting -

2. You are the best teacher:

9 Ways to be a Great Parent

Kids do what we do, not what we say. If we want to be a
good role model for our kids we need to walk the walk
and talk the talk. If we want our children to be kind,
respectful and loving we need to be kind, respectful and
loving. They need to see us living our Jewish values, by
giving charity, promoting peace in our interactions with
others and by being truthful (no lying about their age to
get the discount at the amusement park.).

by Adina Soclof

The fundamental things you need to know to raise
children in a positive, healthy way.
Parenting is one of our toughest jobs. When we leave the
hospital with our baby safely ensconced in their car seat,
we are on our own. There’s no instructional manual, no
degree we need to have. It seems as if parenting is all on
the job training.
It doesn’t have to be. Here’s a short primer on nine
fundamental things you need to know to raise children in
a positive, healthy way.

3. Children are not natural listeners:
We are often surprised, indignant and angry when our
child doesn’t listen to us. The fact is, it is hard for kids to
listen to all the things that they need to do. From morning
to night they need to listen to instructions given to them
by adults. They are not being bad; they often don’t have
the attention, energy or will to follow through.

1. Bring Jewish values and traditions into your home:
Teaching children to embrace Jewish values and traditions
is one of the best gifts we can give our children. The
Jewish faith introduced the world to the importance of
family, kindness, justice, peace, charity, honesty and so
much more. These are bedrock principles that will ensure
that your children will behave with integrity. Jewish
traditions, Shabbat and the holidays, prayer and other
rituals lend stability, unity, and a strong sense of identity.
These are essential ingredients in building emotionally
healthy children.

Instead of getting mad, focus on helping your kids listen,
make eye contact when giving instructions, validate their
feelings, “I know its tough to stop playing with your Legos
to get ready for bed…” Or make it fun: “Let’s pretend we
are airplanes and fly to the car.”
4. Kids test limits:
Children need rules and limits that are fair and consistent.
It makes them feel safe, secure and encouraged. When
we are wishy-washy with our rules, kids feel rootless and
don’t know what to expect. When children fight the rules,
they are really testing us to see if we actually mean what
we say. We need to stick to our guns and gently and
respectfully enforce the rules that we have for our family.
5. Most children respond well to positive reinforcement:
Your best bet to having great kids is to give them loads of
attention when they are behaving in positive ways – for
example, when they get into bed on time, brush their
teeth and come when they are called. Ironically, we
usually give our kids more attention when they are
misbehaving. When we give attention to a kid’s negative
behavior we inadvertently reinforce their negative
behavior. When we only focus on their positive behavior
we reinforce their positive behavior. It takes a while to
retrain our brains to look for the positive but it is well
worth the effort.
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And enjoy spending time with them! It’s important to tell
your children that you love them, “I am so happy that God
gave you to me; I love being your mother/father” and to
demonstrate that love with physical affection like hugs,
kisses and ruffling their hair.

6. Let kids experience their own feelings:

8. Know your child’s strengths:

Children need to own their own feelings. You can’t tell
them, “You can’t be to hot, its cold outside,” “You can’t
be full – you only ate one bite of your sandwich.” The fact
is we don't know how another person can feel, even our
own children. We need to teach our kids to trust their
own gut and instincts; it will serve them well when they
need to make tough decision without us. To do that, it’s
better to say, “It feels cold to me, but not to you…
everyone feels things differently.” Or “One bite of that
sandwich is enough for you, you know how to read your
hunger signals…”

Every person is created with their own strengths and
talents. As parents our jobs is to help our child discover
those strengths and talents.

Continue...

Parenting-

We can ask ourselves:

•

What is my child’s strength?

•

What characteristic of my child brings me joy?

•

What gives my child the most joy?

•

What comes easy to them?

They might be very different from what we expect. A
father who values academics might have a child who
loves the arts or vice versa.
Children thrive and flourish when they feel that their
authentic selves are valued and appreciated by their
parents.
9. Foster independence:
We need to live our lives as parents knowing that our
children are only ours for a short time. Our job is to teach
them to go out into the world and make their mark, and
contribute to our society in positive ways. We need to
teach them to think independently and have the tools
they need to make good decisions.

7. Shower your kids with love:
Children need their parent’s attention to thrive. They also
need to know that we love them just the way they are. To
do that, we want to try to spend time with them on their
terms. Find out what they love to do, whether it’s going
to their favorite ice cream store, playing their favorite
sport with them in the backyard or even reading the same
books they are reading and discussing them.

We need to find ways to encourage their autonomy by
asking their opinions, “What do you think would be the
best way to schedule our day?” Give them choices, “Do
you want to wear your green or blue shirt today?” and
responsibility and chores around the house.
Parenting is indeed a tough job, but it is also one of the
most rewarding. And you are uniquely suited to raise your
kids
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- New Monthly Column Heroes in our midst
by Lynn Santer

"If one life has breathed easier because you have lived,
this is to have succeeded..."
If I have used that quote by 18th Century philosopher
and poet, Ralph Waldo Emerson, once I must have used it
a thousand times. Its frequent use, however, makes it no
less powerful, poignant or perfect. We say that to save
one life is akin to saving all mankind.
Albert's parents - the only photos that exist with scant
paperwork from the time
If not for some big-hearted French folk of noble heart
and courageous spirit, Albert and his sisters would no
doubt have shared their parents fate in the gas
chambers at Auschwitz. Simple farming folks with two
teenage children took in the three Jewish children to
raise as their own. However it was their mother's
bravery which truly saved their lives.
In July 1942, the Nazis rounded up all the Jews in the
area in an operation nauseatingly called Operation
Spring Breeze. 13,152 victims were arrested and held,
ultimately transported by cattle cars to Auschwitz for
extermination.

Albert with his granddaughter Sarah
Perhaps the two sentiments are the same, or at the very
least closely related. Let's explore that thought in Albert's
story...
Life couldn't have been more normal in the Fink
household when I visited to speak with Albert. Two of his
ten grandchildren were energetic and playful, romping
happily around home and hearth while exploring the
boundaries of their exciting new life.
To a three year old (Ben) everything is still a wonder: I
wonder if grandpa's reading glasses will fit in the paper
feeder of the printer; I wonder if anyone will mind if I run
around without my trousers on; I wonder if the nice lady
who just came to visit will mind if I use her new iPhone 6
as a chew toy. Ah, the blissful innocence of youth. Young
Ben can have no concept of how lucky he is. At less than
his age, Albert's youngest sister did not enjoy such a
carefree existence.

"Morsko, my mother, had heard that children under two
years of age were not to be taken and so queried that
position with a French policeman. He confirmed that
children under two were not to be taken. Consequently,
she was told she should go with all her children. Vivi
remembers her mother weeping on her knees, kissing
the policeman's feet for sparing her children's lives,"
Albert recalled sombrely.
Vivi bitterly resented her mother's gratitude that fateful
day. Of course as a grown woman and mother herself,
Vivi would come to understand her mother's reaction.
However, at seven years of age, naturally Vivi was
enraged at the sight of her mother's sobbing
thankfulness under the circumstances. In that heated
moment which marked the difference between life and
death, Albert had become separated from the family
somehow. His incredibly brave and tenacious sister, Vivi,
at seven years of age, waded through throngs of people
to find her brother so they could escape together.
Out of the 13,152 rounded up that day it is understood
that less than 400 survived.
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An orphanage had already been earmarked for them but
Vivi "performed", refusing to go to an orphanage (where
they risked separation) after all they'd been through to
stay together. Her pleas fell on open ears. It was Wolf
Fink who took them in and ultimately adopted all three
children, hence the change of surname to Fink.

in our midst

Albert and his sisters - the photo that his father took
to Auschwitz with him

Albert's destiny was not to be one of these statistics

Returning to their apartment by Metro, an uncertain
future awaited them. By the time they arrived home,
they were greeted with something akin to crime scene
tape across their front door. Albert's father had already
been taken in a round up a year earlier. The writing was
on the wall. Knowing what would happen if they
remained, Albert's mother took her young family to
where she had heard they could find sanctuary... a small
farmhouse in the middle of nowhere.
Although the Rygman children knew they were Jewish,
they lived for a year as farmers and as Christians
(Rygman or Rigman - there is some confusion about the
actual spelling of Albert's surname at birth). They planted
seed, helped with crops and went to Church on Sunday.
To pay for their keep, Morsko returned to Paris and to
work. It was a decision which ultimately led to her
downfall.

The biggest challenge at the time was that they didn't
speak a word of English but it obviously all worked out
rather well as Albert eventually followed his adopted
father into the family business, United Carpet (a carpet
factory). It was during this time he met and married his
lovely wife, Yvonne.
Thirty years ago the couple moved to the Gold Coast.
Yvonne laughed, "I still don't know what I'm doing here!"
Nonetheless, here they are and they have been members
of our congregation for that entire time. Albert has also
been a member of our Board.

After their time as farmhands, once the war was over,
Albert and his sisters were taken to a Chateau which had
become a makeshift orphanage for Jewish children.
Today that Chateau is a police station but at the end of
the war it was a place where future lives were
determined. Would the children be sent to South Africa,
Canada, America or Australia? For Albert and his sisters it
was Australia.
On arrival in Melbourne, the three children were met by
Leo and Mina Fink, who were coordinating Jewish
orphans.
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Albert's sister Viv as she is today - returning to
where it all happened

Continue….. Heroes

Fables & Parables

in our midst

By Chaya Sarah Silberberg

An old Chinese woman had two water cans which were
attached to a yoke. Each day she put the yoke over her
shoulders and went down to the river, filled the cans, and
walked back to her modest hut. The water can on the
right side of the yoke was fine and sturdy; when she
arrived home it was always full. But the can on the left
had a crack in it. By the time the woman arrived home,
half the water was usually gone.

Albert's nephew Michael spent three years compiling
this book for his mother Vivi
Albert's nephew, Michael spent three years collecting
information, paperwork and photos which he has
compiled into a simply exquisite coffee table book. The
book records the entire history of their family. The
photos you see in this story are courtesy of that
publication.
When I asked Albert what the highlight of his life has
been there was no hesitation, "My four children and ten
grandchildren are the biggest blessing there is," he
smiled.
So there you have it, one life saved has led to 14 more
lives sharing our world. Morsko's selfless bravery and the
farmer's kindness ensured that not one but three lives
breathed easier because they had lived. This is to have
succeeded.

The water can always felt inferior to his partner. He was
ashamed that he was cracked and wasn't pulling his
weight. One day he turned to the woman and apologized
for being defective. The woman smiled gently and said,
"Did you think I didn't know that you had a crack, and
water dripped from you? Look at the path from the river
to my hut. Do you see all the beautiful flowers that are
growing on the one side of the path? Those are the
flowers that I planted there, that you watered every day
as I walked home from the river."
My sister had a severely handicapped child, a beautiful
boy who could not walk, talk, hold his head up, control
any limb of his body. But Yankie could smile and he could
laugh. He radiated peace, tranquility, and happiness;
because his body was merely a shadow of a body, it could
not conceal the holy soul that occupied it. The purity of
his soul shone through his eyes and had a powerful effect
on everyone who knew him. He inspired love. He inspired
people to devote themselves to helping others. And he
taught everyone to look beyond the façade of a body and
to see the Divine soul that is the essence of the person.

- Kosher Meals at all GC
Public Hospitals' We would like to inform everyone that all Jewish
patient at any Gold Coast Public hospital can
request Kosher food which will be supplied by the
hospital. Please relate this to anyone you know
who has been admitted to hospital so they can
take advantage of this service
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Our new variety of classes in our weekly Series
Our lessons probe the depth of contemporary Torah thought, with a special focus on issues surrounding
spirituality, the human psyche, love and interpersonal relationships. Every experience offers meaningful and
timely lessons – from the most timeless of texts. You will walk away surprised, inspired, and knowing more
about who we are as Jews, and who you are as an individual. We invite you to browse through the topics in
this catalogue of classes below and join us for a weekly dose of uplifting Jewish study. If you find any topics
that you think may be of interest to your friends, please encourage them to come along. Checkout our
variety of classes below

November 30

December 7

December 14

December 21
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Personal Development:
Growing Each Day

Misheberach

By Rabbi Dr. Abraham Twerski

Prayer for the sick
From all those who have taught me I have
gained wisdom (Psalms 119:99).
Jewish tradition ordains that whenever the Torah is
read we are granted a special and uniquely
opportune moment to invoke blessing for those in
need of divine intervention. From time immemorial
it has therefore been the custom to recite a "Mi
Sheberach" (prayer for the sick) on behalf of
people who are ill. We pray for the people below,
and wish them a speedy recovery:
Men
Yehuda Avraham Ben Beila Chaya
Michael Ben Baila Chaya
Shmuel Ben Alter Chaya Reyna
Daniel Ha'Levi Ben Rochel
Shlomo Ben Dahlia
Adam Gideon Ben Leah
Michael Ben Mina
Mordechai Ha'Levi Ben Rochel
Yishai Ben Sara
Tom Ben Miriam
Chaim Ha’Levi Ben Miriam
Shimon Dovid Ben Sara
Tzvi Avigdor Ben Chaya Shaindl
Shmuel Ben Sara
Philip Ben Faygelle
Aaron Ben Sara
Yehushua Ben Leah
Yochu Ben Binner
Chanan Halevi Ben Tatyana
Women
Tziyona Bat Chana
Peryla Bas Chana
Rivka Bas Sara
Faygelle Bas Chana
Tatyana Baas Fayna
Tirtza Bas Tikvah
Shoshana Bas Sarah
Shoshana Bas Batsheva
Rochel Bas Rivkah

The Psalmist is telling us that he learned from
everyone, that everyone was his teacher. From
some, he learned what to do; from others, what not
to do.
If we learn from others' mistakes, we need not
make our own.
Just as we can learn from every person, we can
learn from every event. Positive experiences are
obvious sources of learning, because each positive
act we do adds to our character and prepares us to
better face the next challenge in life. Negative
experiences can be valuable, too, but only if we are
sufficiently alert to learn from them.
The list of lessons that we have learned the hard
way may be long, but each one has taught us what
not to do and thereby it becomes a positive
experience. Indeed, the Talmud states that when
people sincerely regret their mistakes and change
themselves for the better, the wrongs that they did
become actual merits (Yoma 86b). Only when we
fail to learn from our mistakes and, rationalizing
and justifying, obstinately insist that we were right,
do our misdeeds remain deficits.
We have the capacity to make life itself a
tremendous learning and growth experience.
Today I shall…
try to look for lessons from everyone and
everything, whether my teacher is positive or
negative.
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Facts & Figures:
Who: All Jewish Children age 5-13 When: Monday, 14th December until Thursday 24, 2015.
Time: 9:00am - 3:00pm. Where: Surfers Paradise State School - 42 St Andrews Ave, Isle Of Capri, Surfers Paradise.
Cost:
$250.00 Includes all excursion and by popular demand: LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED For More Information:
Please ring our office on 5570 1851 or Rabbi Gurevitch on 0419 392 818 or email: gchc@westnet.com.au
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History One of the Greatest Jewish
Philanthropists You Never Heard Of
by Ronda Robinson

Julius Rosenwald

Julius Rosenwald, the Jew who created over 5000
schools for African Americans across the USA.
Julius Rosenwald, a Jewish peddler’s son who never
finished high school, rose to become the chairman of
Sears, Roebuck & Company and a modest
philanthropist who gave away $62 million in his
lifetime, including seed money for more than 5,000
schools for black children in the early 1900s.
More than 80 years after his death, Rosenwald’s
story is making headlines around the world, thanks to
award-winning Washington, D.C., filmmaker Aviva
Kempner. She released her new feature-length
documentary, “Rosenwald,” in August. Thus far, it has
played in more than 90 theaters in markets across
the United States, such as Atlanta, Boston, Chicago,
Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Philadelphia and San
Francisco.
“I greatly admire Rosenwald’s philanthropy. He gave
away $62 million to various causes, which in today’s
dollars is closer to $1 billion,” says Kempner, whose
films illuminate the untold stories of Jewish heroes.
Her previous documentaries include “Partisans of
Vilna,” “The Life and Times of Hank Greenberg,” and
“Yoo-Hoo, Mrs. Goldberg.” She calls Rosenwald “the
greatest philanthropist you’ve never heard of.”

“I felt that this story was too important to go
unnoticed. It is a great Jewish legacy that I am excited
to make better known. At a time when financial
hardships abound and civil rights issues unfortunately
still exist, it is imperative that Julius Rosenwald’s story
be told now.”
Twelve years ago Kempner was attending a lecture at
the Hebrew Center on Martha’s Vineyard in
Massachusetts and heard about Julius Rosenwald. She
listened to Julian Bond, the late American civil rights
leader, talk about his family’s connection to
Rosenwald, who built schools and housing for blacks
in the early 1900s and provided grants for promising
black artists and writers. Immediately, the story had
her hooked.
Kempner felt Rosenwald embodied the Jewish values
of tikkun olam (repairing the world) and tzedakah
(charity).
After the talk, she told Bond, “I’m going to make this
film.” Thus began a collaboration that lasted 12 year,
with Bond serving as her main consultant on the film.
Interviewees include famous actors, authors, rabbis
and politicians, as well as Rosenwald’s descendants.
Rosenwald grew up across from President Abraham
Lincoln’s family in Springfield, Illinois. He went into
the clothing trade with his family and ended up in
Chicago, where he had an opportunity to become a
partner with Richard Sears in 1895. He proved an
excellent manager, helping to make Sears the largest
retailer in the country. The peddler’s son became rich
beyond his wildest dreams and built a block-long
house for his family.
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Philanthropists You Never Heard Of

On his 50th birthday in 1912, the philanthropist gave
Tuskegee $25,000 to be distributed as grants for other
black schools that followed the Tuskegee model.

However, the film reveals an endearing humility. In a
sound-bite from the documentary, Rosenwald says,
“Most people are of the opinion that because a man
has made a fortune, that his opinions on any subject
are valuable. Don’t be fooled into believing that if a
man is rich, he is smart. … Most large fortunes are
made by men of mediocre ability who tumbled into a
lucky opportunity and couldn’t help but get rich.”

Booker T. Washington, Tuskegee’s first leader,
suggested taking approximately $2,800 of this money
to build six small elementary schoolhouses for blacks
in rural communities. The need arose due to
underfunding of public education for black children
who were required to attend segregated schools.

Rosenwald had two personalities, according to his
great-grandson: a tough, profit-driven businessman
and a civil rights champion who wanted to help
blacks go to school and live the American dream.
Influenced by the writings of black educator Booker
T. Washington, the Jewish philanthropist joined
forces with African-American communities in the
segregated South to build not only schools, but also
YMCAs and YWCAs.
Rosenwald said as a Jew – a member of a despised
minority – he identified with blacks. In 1910 a YMCA
delegation asked him to give $25,000 to build a
“Negro YMCA” in Chicago. He said he would provide
that to any Y in the country that could raise an
additional $75,000. And so began a model for
building nearly 30 Y’s across the country between
1913 and 1932, the year Rosenwald died.
The same principle applied in building schools. He
didn’t just give money; he challenged the community
to match funds.
Rosenwald served as a trustee of Tuskegee Institute,
a historically black college in Alabama.

“The genius of Rosenwald schools wasn’t that he gave
money,” Julian Bond explains in the film. “He said,
‘Here’s money; I’ll give you one-third the cost of the
school, and you’ll have to raise in your community
one-third, and go to the local white community to
raise the remaining one-third.”
The Sears mogul created buy-in and community
partnership. The black community raised money
through bake sales, fish fries and other efforts.
However, not everyone was sold. Hate-mongers
sometimes would set fire to Rosenwald schools or
blast them with dynamite. The schools would be
rebuilt once, even twice, before they were left alone.
Rosenwald schools lasted until the Civil Rights era in
the United States. In 1954, when the Supreme Court
declared segregation in education unconstitutional,
the schools became obsolete. The Rosenwald Fund
donated to public schools, colleges and universities,
Jewish charities and black institutions, and also made
grants directly to black artists, writers, researchers
and intellectuals, before all of the money was spent in
1948, per the benefactor’s wishes.
Bond, whose father received a Rosenwald fellowship,
called the list of grantees a “Who’s Who of Black
America.” It included contralto Marian Anderson, poet
Langston Hughes and Nobel Peace Prize-winning
diplomat Ralph Bunche, among many others.
Through his example, the philanthropist inspired
others to make a difference. For instance,
Rosenwald’s children and cousins rescued 300
relatives from Nazi Germany and helped settle and
educate them in America.

One of the Rosenwald Schools

“We can’t all give $62 million away, but I think there’s
a little Rosenwald in all of us. What we’re doing in
Washington is collecting books to take to the local
schools,” says Kempner, born in Berlin after World
War II to a Holocaust survivor and a U.S. Army officer.
She hopes her latest film will inspire viewers to offer
their own brand of tikkun olam.
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FREE INTERNET & COMPUTER
SKILLS FOR SENIORS @ K-HALL

- Glass Art Shule Panels Dedication & Memorial Project
Dear Friend,
We are excited to announce the release of our
newly designed traditional stained glass panels
which permanently decorates our northern
Shule wall above the main entrance of our
Synagogue. The very brightly colored glass
panels are translucent, flooding the sanctuary
with light, color and meaning.

Have you ever wondered what the Internet is?
Broadband for Seniors is funded by the Australian
Government to provide senior Australians, aged 50
years and over, with free access to computers,
Internet and basic training to help build their
confidence in using new technology.

The style of the glass panels depict the 12 Jewish
months of the year and their significance. Each
glass panel contains the representational
imagery. The symbols are carefully chosen to
represent the most important elements of the
month being depicted.
The idea behind this project is to allow those
who commemorate a Yartzeit in the memory of
a loved one occurring in the month of Tishrie/
September to dedicate that glass panel in their
memory. With a plaque attached underneath
the Glass art panel. If the Yartzeit is in the
month of Cheshvan/October that particular
window can be selected. The same is for any of
the 12 months of the year.
The cost for the glass art panel dedication is:
$6000.00 for one entire glass panel dedication.
Or $3000.00 for two individual dedications of
one glass panel
For further details please contact our office on
5570 1851

Since it was announced in 2008, around 2,000
Broadband for Seniors kiosks have opened across
Australia with approximately 250,000 seniors
enjoying the benefits!
Broadband for Seniors aims to
•

•
•

Provide senior Australians with access to
computers and the Internet via free Internet
kiosks;
Support seniors to gain confidence and build
skills in using new technology;
Address the issue of senior Australians feeling
isolated and ‘left behind’ in a technological age.

WE PROVIDE FREE INTERNET AND SKILL
DEVELOPMENT ON WEDNESDAY’S 10:00 - 11:30AM
AT OUR KATRANSKY HALL - 35 MARKWELL AVE,
SURFERS PARADISE.
For more information contact our office on 5570
1851
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There is a profound truth that somehow our
parents learnt subconsciously from their parents,
and that is: Jewishness is who you are, not what
you do.

Ask The Rabbi Why Are My Non-Religious Parents
Against My Marrying a Non-Jew?
By Aron Moss

Question:
Rabbi, I am not asking for a sermon—I get enough
of them from my parents. I am asking for an
explanation.
I am seriously dating a girl who is everything I ever
dreamed of. She is smart, pretty, funny . . .
definitely marriage material. But—you guessed
it—she isn’t Jewish. My parents have refused to
even meet her, and have told me that if we get
married, they won’t come to the wedding. My
grandmother is beside herself.
My question is: my parents aren’t religious; we
never kept kosher or any of the festivals. There
was nothing very Jewish about our home. Why all
of a sudden are they so Jewish when it comes to
whom I marry? Isn’t that totally hypocritical?
When I ask them this, they just answer, “This is
different,”
but that makes no sense to me. Why is this
different?
Answer:
That is not just the question of the week; that’s
the question of the generation. Why does
intermarriage touch a nerve in so many people
more than any other Jewish issue?
Your frustration is well-founded. It is unreasonable
of your parents to expect Judaism to be important
to you if it never seemed important to them.
What’s more, they can’t explain to you why they
feel the way they do. They probably can’t even
explain it to themselves. But I have a theory.
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There is no such thing as one Jew who is more
Jewish than another. Whether you practice Jewish
customs or not, keep the festivals or not, live in
Israel or not, eat chopped liver or not, a Jew is a
Jew is a Jew. Jewishness is an irreversible status
that is not defined by how you live your life.
A Jew may be sitting in a church eating bacon on
Yom Kippur dressed up as Santa Claus, but he’s
still 100% Jewish. Is he a good Jew? A faithful Jew?
A proud Jew? G‑d knows. But a Jew he remains.
Because Jewishness isn’t something you do; it’s
something you are. Nothing you do can affect
who you are.
Nothing, that is, with one exception: whom you
marry.
The person you marry becomes a part of who you
are. Getting married is not a hobby or a career
move; it is making someone else a part of your
identity, and becoming a part of theirs. Your
spouse fills a void in your very being, and you fill
the void in them. So marriage, like Jewishness, is
not something you do; it is something you are.
There is nothing wrong with non-Jews. But they
aren’t Jewish. If you marry a non-Jew, you’re still
100% Jewish, but a part of you—your other half—
is not.
You can be happy together. You can be in love
with each other. But there is a part of you that
you will never share.
Maybe this is the challenge of our generation: to
face the questions of what it means to be in love,
what it means to marry, and what it means to be
Jewish. And—unlike any generation before us—to
come up with real answers.

Laughter….The Best Medicine
The President was dismayed by the errors being made by the
CIA and the FBI.
He called in the directors and asked, "How come Israel knows
things we don't know? How come the Jews here in the US
know things we don't know?"
Louis Freeh, the FBI director, called in Moshe Katz, an
undercover agent, and he told the President, "We have a
code. We ask 'Vos tutzich?' (What's happening?) and we
share information."
The President orders a Chassidic disguise. He puts on a caftan and shtreimel, a beard with payess and
scuffed black shoes. They secretly fly him into McGuire AFB in New Jersey on a Stealth Fighter.
They then smuggle him in an old dented station wagon with an elderly Hassidic driver to Boro Park in
Brooklyn, where he is dropped off on a corner.
The President approaches a man dressed similarly and asks, "Vos tutzich?"
"Shhhh", the man replies. "The President is in Brooklyn."
An old Jewish man and a young Jewish man are traveling on the train. The young man asks: "Excuse me,
what time is it?" The old man does not answer.
"Excuse me, sir, what time is it?" The old man keeps silent.
"Sir, I'm asking you what time is it. Why don't you answer?!"
The old man says: "Son, the next stop is the last on this route. I don't know you, so you must be a
stranger. If I answer you now, I'll have to invite you to my home. You're handsome, and I have a beautiful
daughter. You will both fall in love and you will want to get married. Tell me, why would I need a son-inlaw who can't even afford a watch?"

At the Russian War College, the general is a guest lecturer and tells the class of officers that the session
will focus on potential problems and the resulting strategies.
One of the officers in the class begins by asking the first question, "Will we have to fight in a World War
Three?"
"Yes, comrades, in all likelihood, you will," answers the general.
"And who will be our enemy, Comrade General?" another officer asks.
"The likelihood is that it will be China." The class looks alarmed, and finally one officer asks, "But
Comrade General, we are 150 million people and they are about 1.5 billion. How can we possibly win?"
"Well," replies the general, "think about it. In modern war, it is not the quantity, but the quality that is
key. For example, in the Middle East, 5 million Jews fight against 50 million Arabs, and the Jews have
been the winners every time."
"But sir, " asks the panicky officers, "do we have enough Jews?
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Chefs Corner

Zucchini Sweet Potato Latkes
A typical Chanukah menu sounds as though it were planned by the under-twelve crowd: potato
pancakes, fried, of course, in lots of oil; sweet cream cheese rugelach; strawberry jam–filled doughnuts
(sufganiyot) covered in powdered sugar; fried apple fritters; cheese-filled doughnuts fried in oil and
dipped in honey; cheese blintzes; etc.
Is it all just a ploy to keep kids lingering around the candles and enjoying a family meal? Not at all!
Chanukah food traditions have their origins in the first years that the holiday was celebrated, and are
meant to remind us of certain miracles associated with the events of Chanukah itself. And of course,
remembering the miracles and the freedom that we’re all celebrating adds a special flavor to everything
we serve . . .

2 medium potatoes, shredded
1 small zucchini, shredded and drained
1 small sweet potato, shredded
1 small onion, grated
2 eggs, beaten
1 1/4 tsp. salt
6 tablespoons oat bran
3 tablespoons olive oil
Mix all the ingredients (except the oil) in a large bowl. Heat 3 tablespoons olive oil in a frying pan
at medium-high heat. Place spoonfuls of mixture into pan and flatten each with spatula. Fry
latkes until golden brown on both sides.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

By Zakah Glaser
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- Make your own Dreidel for Chanukah -

Step 1 - Cut around the outside
Step 2 - Fold the tabs and secure with glue
Step 3 - Poke a straw though the hole and spin!

28

PHOTOS OF THE MONTH
Special Rosh Chodesh evening for women exploring the mystical insights of Chanukah
and frying delicious donuts.

Gerald Moses OAM receiving a special
dedication award at the QJBD 150 celebration

Some of the many schools and children at
our Anne Frank Exhibition

Some of our Sunday School Hebrew school Cheder children with their
Arts & Crafts hands on learning
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It’s not just about visitation.
It’s about friendship.
It’s about community.
The Sunshine Club is a unique volunteer program under the auspices of the Gold
Coast Hebrew Congregation designed to bring cheer and companionship into the
lives of Jewish seniors all throughout the Gold Coast.
Whether for seniors living on their own, in assisted living facilities or convalescent
homes, the Sunshine Club matches up caring friends to be there with and for
seniors - to visit, to assist and to uplift. To share experiences, to spend quality time,
to celebrate special occasions and to create wonderful memories together.

Programs:
•
•
•
•

Weekly Friendship Visits
Book-Reading
Family Connections
Educational Materials

• Recreational Activities
• Arts & Crafts
• Holiday Celebrations
• Cultural Events

If you would like to become a Sunshine Club Volunteer or if you are a senior – or know of a
senior – who can benefit from the Sunshine Club, please call our office on 5570 1851 or
Rabbi Gurevitch on 0419 392 818
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE THANK THE
FOLLOWING FOR THEIR
ALIYA OFFERING

YAHRTZEIT OBSERVANCE
FOR THE MONTH OF
Kislev/Tevet - December

Norman Lelah
Sharon Mougrabi
David Goldzweig
Phil Lewis
Pinchas Cohen
Isaac Zulaikha
Zelig Berkhut
Louis Halpern
George Pollak
Mr. Levy
Tommy Berrebi
Dr. Zalman Rosenblum
John Donath

We extend our wishes for long life to the
following who are observing a Yahrtzeit
19th Kislev-1st December
Mary Gordon- Mother of Hymie Gordon
19th Kislev-1st December
Nissan Shalom-Father of Avi Ginsberg

Mazal Tov

25th Kislev-7th December
Sydney Isaac Cohen-Father of Stephanie
Stevens

We extend a hearty Mazal Tov to the
following Bar/Bat Mitzvah boys &
girls and their families:

26th Kislev-8th December
Harris Semp- Brother of Myer Semp
27th Kislev-9th December
Philip Cohen-Father of Adam Cohen

Shneur Zalman Gurevitch
Zac Tannenbaum
Piers and Liam Lee
Elle Cohen
Refuah Sheleyma-speedy recovery
Joe Szabason & Sam Goodchild

BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER
Elizabeth Archer
Luana Goriss
Mark Foster
Ray Israel
Belinda Werb
Meyer Semp
Karen Silverman
Natasha Goriss
Ali Kornhauser
Liz Linton
Betty Broit
Zelig Berkhut
Felicity Layani
Leslie Bassin
Dion Lewis

29th Kislev-11th December
Rachel Khedoori-Mother-in-law
of Isaac Zulaikha
30th Kislev-12th December
Tauba Szterenberg-Mother of
Ephraim Szterenberg
1st Tevet-13th December
Fay Szabason-wife of Joe Szabason

1st
1st
3rd
8th
12th
14th
16th
17th
19th
21st
24th
27th
29th
16th
22nd

3rd Tevet-15th December
Samuel Guralnek-Brother of Leon Guralnek
8th Tevet-20th December
Dina Bas Shepsel-Sister of Graham Berkovitch
14th Tevet-26th December
Verna Goriss-Mother of Kim & Toni Goriss
16th Tevet-28th December
Sidney Cohen-Father of Betty Semp
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If undeliverable return to:
The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation
P. O. Box 133
Surfers Paradise 4217
Queensland, Australia
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