
BH 

  

 

 

Wednesday, 23 March at 6:00pm  
 
 

At the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 
 
 

34 Hamilton Ave.  Surfers Paradise  

 

 

  

 The Amazing Reptile Show  ! African Bracelets Do-It-
Yourself   activity !    Games and Activities  !    Fancy 
dress contest  for  children and adults  !    Raffle and 

Prizes  !    Music, Hamentaschens, and more !     

                                                        
   Come along with your African attire              

or Madagascar Costume 
 
 
 

            For more info contact our Shule on 5570 1851                                            
                       Donations are  welcome 
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Have a roaring time at 
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This past month has been filled with various events 

and functions.  We had a special Shabbat Kiddush 

honouring all the kind volunteers who gave their 

time  to assist us during the successful Anne Frank 

Exhibition. It was wonderful to see everyone in 

attendance  and we greatly appreciated your help. 

 

Our Sunday School Cheder has resumed with new 

children enrolling and we have over 20 children 

attending. We are also gearing up for Purim. This 

year’s theme will be ‘African Safari- Madagascar’  so 

we look forward to seeing you all in your most 

original costume. There are other events and 

functions coming up,  like our ‘Friday Night Live 

#21’,  ‘Hamentaschen Bake-A-Thon’ for ladies and 

other events that you will find in this newsletter. 

 

On a sad note we recently had the passing of our 

long standing member, past board member and 

friend of our congregation for many years - Joe 

Szabason.  Joe was truly loved by everyone and we 

are going to miss him in our shule.  On behalf of the 

entire congregation we extend our blessings for a 

long life to his entire family and wish them many 

years of good health and simchos. 
  

We are also gearing up for Pesach,  with our famous 

communal Sedarim,  so please book early to reserve 

your spot.  

 

Looking forward to seeing you all very soon. 

 

David Rebibou, President GCHC 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation presents 

FRIDAY NIGHT  LIVE #21 
 
 
 

JOIN US FOR ANOTHER FANTASTIC  HIGH 
ENERGY FRIDAY NIGHT NOT TO BE MISSED 

 
 
 
 

11 March, 2016 @ 5:45pm - Rosh Chodesh Adar 2 

 

SPECIAL KIDS 
PROGRAM 

Games, stories,  
fun and a special 
raffle to be won 

 
 

 
 

SHMOOZE OVER  
A scrumptious buffet 

KIDDUSH 
Enjoy our delicious cuisine  
deserts, L’chaim, and more  

 

LIVELY & 
SOULFUL 
SHABBAT  
SERVICE 

BH 
BH 

 

For more information please contact our office on 5570 1851 
 
 
  

- Kindly sponsored by Vivian Finckenberg and family -  
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SYNAGOGUE NOTICES 

 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: 

8:30am  – 1:00pm 

 

SHOP HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday , and  Friday: 9:30am –           

1:00pm 

 

SERVICE PRAYER TIMES 
 

WEEKDAYS  
Shacharit: Monday & Thursday - 6:30am 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday - 6:55am 

 

SHABBAT  
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday at 5:45pm 

Shacharit: 9:00am. Shiur-class at 8:40am 

Mincha and Ma’ariv: 6:00pm 

 

SUNDAY AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Shacharit: 8:00am 

Mincha and Ma’ariv: 5:45pm 

 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST HEBREW CONGREGATION 
 

ADDRESS 

34 Hamilton Ave,  Surfers Paradise 

P.O. Box 133.   Surfers Paradise, Qld  4217 

 

OFFICE 

Administrator - Belinda Werb 

Phone: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712 

Email: gchc@westnet.com.au 

 

RABBI NIR GUREVITCH 

Mobile: 0419 392 818 

Email: ngurvtch@ozemail.com.au 
 
PRESIDENT 

David Rebibou 

Email: davidrebibou@icloud.com 

Phone: 0449 988 398 

 

WEBSITE: http://www.goldcoasthc.org.au 
 

 
 

 

THE GUIDE FOR JEWISH  

EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES  

 
 

 
Monday  - weekly at 7:30pm - Assorted Topics 

and  Kabbalah @ the Shule’s Katranski Hall 

 

Thursday Talmud class  - 7:00pm at the Rabbi’s 

home.  

 

Shabbat afternoon Topical insights: @ 6:15pm 

  

Personalised learning with the Rabbi - Please tel. 

Rabbi Gurevitch 0419 392 818 

 

Women Learning Classes with Rebbetzin Dina 
Gurevitch- Please tel. 0405 100 149  

 
Women Rosh Chodesh Group - takes place every 

Jewish new month where women of all 

backgrounds and affiliation come together to 

learn, schmooze and enjoy a scrumptious  supper 

and interesting speaker. To join us please contact 

our office on 5570 1851 or Rebbetzin Dina 

Gurevitch on 0405 100 149  

 

After School Cheder - Every Sunday during 
school term from 9:30am - 11:30am. For ages     
5-13 
    
At Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation. 35 Markwell 

Ave entrance, Surfers Paradise 

 
During your school hours - We come to you 
 

Surfers Paradise State School - Every Wednesday 

@ 11:50pm   

 

Benowa State School - Every Friday @ 10:00am    

 

Bellevue Park State School - Every Thursday @ 

1:55pm    

 

 

 



Perhaps you've heard the story or read the poem about 

the six blind men and the elephant? Six blind men went 

to "see" an elephant in order to determine what it was. 

They intended to compare it to other objects in their 

experience, and so be able to define and explain it. 

The first blind man touched the side of the elephant and, 

feeling how solid and vertical it was, declared the 

elephant was like a wall. 

The second one grabbed the tusk, and declared, as 

vociferously as the first, that the elephant was like a 

spear. 

The third one, standing nearby, reached out and took 

hold of the trunk. "Ah ha!" he said. "The elephant is like 

a snake." 

The fourth, impatient and eager to verify for himself 

what the elephant was, leaned forward and grasped the 

knee. "It's clear the elephant is like a tree." 

The fifth with outstretched hands felt up and down the 

ear. "The elephant is like a fan," he said. 

The sixth one groped about until he caught the tail. "The 

elephant most resembles a rope." 

The poem ends with an observa-tion that "though each 

was partly in the right, all were in the wrong." 

The analogy to our attempts to explain spirituality, 

mitzvot (commandments), religious experience, and the 

deep questions of theology - Job's question, for instance - 

is obvious. Like the blind men in the parable, we can only 

sense a part of the whole.   Erroneously, we project the 

part that we can "see" - or touch - onto the rest, assuming 

the whole is like the part. That's not only a logical fallacy, 

it's a theological one. 

We ourselves have a sense of identity, of wholeness - a 

one-ness to who we are. And yet, we present many 

different facets to the world. Sometimes we are like a 

spear, sometimes like a wall, sometimes like a tree, etc. 

And each facet also reflects our experience, what we 

make of ourselves.  And yet, in some ways, we hardly 

know ourselves. There's more to each of us than meets 

the eye. 

If in a spiritual (and emotional) sense we - finite and 

fallible - are too big to get our hands around the whole 

thing, too deep to see all the way through. How much 

more so the universe in all its complexity? 

And yet, the universe too is finite.  Often when discussing 

"religious matters," we act like the blind men, without 

knowing we're blind. 

We try to explain the inexplicable - the suffering of the 

innocent, for example - and conclude religion is a wall 

against which we can only bang our heads. Or we 

encounter an indi-vidual who misuses religion, hiding his 

misdeeds behind a mitzva, and decide religion is a snake, 

not to be trusted. Or in a time of crisis, when we need a 

lifeline, we grab ahold of religion like a rope, and decide 

it's only good for emergencies. 

In each case, we have an insight, but by limiting the 

spiritual to our perception, we are profoundly wrong.       

G-dliness, Judaism, must be experienced. Of course we 

have to study and question - intellectual inquiry is part of 

the experience - but it's the doing that gives us a true 

knowledge, a true understanding, a true relationship with 

G-d. 

And a relationship defies description or categorization. 

After all, love is blind. 

With blessings ,  Rabbi Nir Gurevitch  

How Much Do We See? 
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You’re cruising along the highway. Suddenly, your car 

starts to sputter, your engine grumbles, and your car 

comes to a screeching halt. The tow truck drags the car 

to a local auto mechanic. Damage: $1,000. 

You have no idea whether or not the mechanic is trying 

to do one over on you, but you will soon, thanks to a 

new Israeli innovation. 

The scene at the OurCrowd Global Investor Summit in 
Jerusalem. Photo: Courtesy OurCrowd.  

Engie puts the car owner in the driver’s seat by providing 

a special malfunction reader that simply plugs into your 

car to assess the problem. It then transports the data on 

the malfunction via Bluetooth technology to an app that 

offers more information on the damage and helps 

determine how much the repair should cost. If you want 

(and you’re in Israel), you can even get quotes from up 

to 100 mechanics in the Tel Aviv area. 

According to Yaron Cohen, vice president of R&D for 

Engie, there have been more than 40,000 app 

downloads since the company launched its first round of 

pilot testing 10 months ago. He said that more than 700 

million people get their cars repaired by mechanics each 

year, amassing costs of more than $150 million. Engie, a 

start-up that just completed its first round of funding, 

expects to be available in the U.S. within the next six 

months. 

 

Israel- 
World-Changing Israeli Technologies 

Wow at Global Investor Summit 
By  Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman / JNS.org 

Cohen and his colleague, Ido Ozdoua, were among the 

3,000 people either presenting or learning about Israeli 

technologies — and the prospect of investing in them — 

from Jan. 25-26 at the OurCrowd Global Investor Summit. 

The event, which brought together technology leaders 

and innovators from around the world to Jerusalem’s 

International Convention Center, featured some of 

Israel’s hottest start-ups.  

The agenda was packed with content, including talks by 

Jonathan Medved, founder and CEO of OurCrowd, the 

leading global equity crowdfunding platform for 

accredited investors; Alan Boehme, chief technology 

officer, chief innovation officer, chief architect, and 

customer/commercial CIO for the Coca-Cola Company; 

and Harel Kodesh, vice president and chief technology 

officer for GE-Digital. A first-ever “crowd hackathon” 

offered some insight into Israel’s ingenuity and creativity. 

“It is amazing,” said United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID) Economic Growth 

Officer Jarir Dirini, who attended the event. “But we 

expect to find it here.” 

Take BIRD, a small wearable device that turns any space 

into an interactive playground, which was recently 

developed by MUV Interactive. In a presentation, CEO 

Rami Parhan showed how the gadget can turn anything 

you touch to life. 

“Remember the first time you touched a touch screen. It 

was magic. You couldn’t stop swiping. We have created a 

user interface that makes you feel that all over again,” 

Parhan said. 

BIRD works with the devices and software you already use 

(iPads, projectors, and AV/VR headsets), or new ones. It 

allows you to push, pull, touch, grab, and move content 

from anywhere in the room, up to 100 feet away, with a 

swoosh of your fingertip. 

Currently, BIRD is targeting the corporate and education 

sectors, and it has already placed 15,000 units in 

institutions of higher education. BIRD is being sold both 

through distribution channels and re-sellers in the US and 

Asia. 

Then there’s freeD — “free dimensional video” — from 

Replay Technologies, which is redefining what it means to 

watch and experience sports. Founded in 2012, the 

technology is already installed in stadiums around the 

world.  
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It allows for immersive reality experiences for individuals 

using a smart screen, enables replays to be broadcast 

from different views and angles within 60 seconds, and 

can also be leveraged for commercial use. Already, freeD 

has seed-stage funding partnerships with with Samsung, 

Sony, Facebook, Google, and others. 

Additional areas of Israeli technology showcased at the 

summit were green and agricultural, Web, and medical. 

HIL Applied Medical’s CEO, Sagi Brink-Danan, spoke 

about the company’s new class of ultra-compact, high-

performance accelerators for cancer proton therapy. 

The patented approach to particle acceleration and 

beam delivery enables reduction in the size, complexity, 

and cost of a proton therapy system. 

Brink-Danan explained that proton therapy is nothing 

new — “We have known about it for 60 or 70 years and 

it has been practiced for more than 30 years,” he said. 

Nevertheless, today, more than 95 percent of cancer 

patients cannot benefit from the therapy because of the 

size of the proton therapy machinery and the cost to run 

it. The unique properties of laser-accelerated proton 

beams allow for further savings in the ancillary magnetic 

systems used for beam shaping and delivery, while 

providing state-of-the-art clinical capabilities. 

The next big thing in upright mobility, UpNRide from 

UpNRide Robotics Ltd., is a new mobility solution for 

people bound to wheelchairs. The device enables them 

to sit and stand whenever they want to, and in all places 

— indoor and outdoor. The rider pushes a button to 

enable the standing position. 

“They will be able to go up or down whenever any able-

bodied person does it,” Dr. Oren Tamari said, noting the 

unprecedented safety of the device, which can 

maneuver on slopes and curves, and keeps the individual 

rider centered to avoid dizziness or falls. 

The wheelchair has existed for centuries, and while its 

materials and technology have changed slightly over 

time, it is still simply a chair with four wheels. There are 

more than 8 million wheelchair users who suffer from 

poor health due to their sedentary lifestyle.  

Continue...Israel- 
World-Changing Israeli Technologies 

Wow at Global Investor Summit 

Their quality of life and self-esteem suffers, and each 

person with a physical disability that relegates them to a 

wheelchair incurs annual costs of $70,000-$120,000 for 

the healthcare system. Enter UpNRide, which launched in 

2014 and whose team of inventors includes the brains 

behind ReWalk Robotics, another Israeli venture — 

Tamari, Dr. Amit Goffer, and Dudi Haimovich. 

“It’s all about inclusion,” said Tamari. “We are changing 

the world.” 

 

For one day let’s pretend that we can let go of all our 

stress, our pain, our confusion. Let’s pretend that we can 

see through the illusions and turn the upside-down world 

right side up. For one day let’s pretend that we can have 

peace without struggle, laughter without mockery, wine 

without limits. Let’s pretend until we can’t tell the 

difference between black and white, between Haman and 

Mordechai, between who we are and who we thought we 

would become. 

 

For one day let’s take off the masks that hide our faces, 

that keep us blocked off from our souls, that create false 

distance between us. 

 

Here are four masks we wear and how to take them off 

on Purim: 

 

1. Mask of Self-Containment. We don’t want to be needy. 

We don’t want to be dependent. And sometimes we 

don’t even want to connect with others because we are 

afraid of being hurt. So we wear masks of self-

containment; we tell ourselves that we are fine on our 

own. 

 

But God created us with a deep, spiritual yearning to 

connect to each other. We do need each other, and none 

of us can live happily and successfully without our 

families, our friends and our communities. 
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Purim - 

Take Off Your Mask 
This Purim, remove the four masks               

we wear and experience true joy. 
 

by Sara Debbie Gutfreund 



Continue...Purim - 

Take Off Your Mask 

 

Eat chocolate, drink wine, wear a funny costume and take 

off the mask of materialism by recognizing that God gives 

us each of these pleasures to connect to Him, and to  

create kindness and gratitude in our lives. Recognize that 

we have a channel to uplift our souls by making blessings 

on the food we eat. Try on faces glowing with the joy of 

living with our souls. 

 

4. Mask of Doubt. Sometimes life is full of so much 

uncertainty and so many challenges. So many parts of our 

lives don’t seem to make any sense. We walk around 

wearing masks of doubt. We say we believe in God, but 

we walk around seeing randomness and disconnection in 

our lives. 

 

On Purim, listen to the Book of Esther. Learn it and see 

the depth and see how God planned every single, tiny 

detail. How He placed each person in the exact place in 

the exact time that he needed to be there. How He set up 

our salvation before our downfall.  

 

How He hid beneath the story line but revealed His 

kindness and love for us in the end. Let’s take off our 

masks of doubt and try on faces alive with faith and belief 

in the exquisite interconnectedness between every 

person and event in our lives. 

 

For one day, let’s work on seeing how everything that 

seemed random was in fact carefully chosen for us. How 

something that seemed so painful at one time brought us 

to a place we never could have reached without it. Let’s 

pretend for one day that we are reading the stories of our 

lives out loud, and that we are not ashamed to face 

ourselves, to hear our secrets, to take off the masks that 

block us from everything that is real. 

 

So send mishloach manot, packages that show that you 

care. Send them to people that you haven’t yet 

connected to or even to people that have hurt you in the 

past. Let’s take off our defensive masks and try putting 

on faces that are unafraid of connection and 

vulnerability. 

 

2. Mask of Busyness. Every day we are busy – work, 

carpool, errands, email, phones constantly beeping, the 

clock ticking. We are distracted by the mask of our 

busyness because life is hectic and it’s hard to focus. 

On Purim let’s put away our phones and schedule the 

errands for another day. Focus on being. On transcending 

the limits of our ordinary days. On getting past the 

mundane distractions by sitting down to a festive Purim 

meal with family and friends. Eat delicious food. Have 

deep conversations. Try on open, focused faces that can 

see the blessings and the beauty of the people and the 

abundance surrounding us. 

 

3. Mask of Materialism. Sometimes we get mired down in 

the materialism of our lives. We wear masks of 

identifying with just our bodies, just the surfaces, just the 

objects in our lives. And this narrows our vision and 

blocks our path. We don’t need to deny ourselves the 

physical pleasures of this world. On Purim use every 

single one to get beyond the surface. 
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Jewish Women’s Hamentachen Bake-a-thon! 
  
  

 Thursday, 17 March, 2016 @ 7:00pm 
 

Join other women as we bake our delicious Purim Hamentaschen which         
will be distributed to the sick and elderly on Purim day!  

And guess what?! You get to bake your very own to take home  
for Purim too!  

 
We meet at the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Kitchen    

35 Markwell Ave,  Surfers Paradise. Suggested donation $5.00  
 

Please RSVP with our office at 5570 1851  
Email:  gchc@westnet.com.au  |    www.goldcoasthc.org.au 
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From New Jersey to Calgary, Israeli firm Unitronics has 

found a way to make it easier, cheaper to park your car 

City centers the world over are getting more crowded, 

and that means drivers are having a harder time finding 

parking.  

Recognizing that not everyone is going to give up their 

vehicle and take a train or bus, Israeli firm Unitronics has 

been developing an automated parking system to 

remedy the situation – providing builders with the ability 

to fit more cars in less space, saving them time and 

money, and saving the parking structure’s neighbors 

from excess pollution. 

According to Yair Goldberg, CEO of Unitronics Systems, 

the company is well-equipped to deploy the novel – and 

much-needed – solution. “We bring decades of 

experience in the automated solutions industry, bringing 

an industrial, compact and cost-efficient approach to 

residential auto parking,” he said. 

As more people flock to downtown to live, work and 

shop, there’s a greater need for parking spaces. In 

addition, there are a slew of regulations regarding 

parking that builders need to follow, such as ensuring 

Innovations- 
The sky’s the limit for                
parking downtown                      
By  David Shamaha   

that there are enough spaces for residents and potential 

visitors to commercial centers, and, in flood-prone areas, 

building parking structures above ground to better 

protect vehicles. 

With limited space, the only sensible way to build an 

above-ground parking structure is up. But, you can only 

go so high; nobody is going to drive up to the 50th floor to 

look for a space. 

No person, that is – but a machine, like the one 

developed by Tel Aviv-based Unitronics Systems, doesn’t 

care if it has to cart a car to the first, 10th, or 100th floor 

of a parking structure. And while the company has yet to 

build a 100-story parking structure using its automated 

“untouched by human hands” parking system, the sky is 

the limit for the company’s Automated Vehicle Storage 

and Retrieval System (AVSRS) system. 

An old-tech company with some new tech solutions, 

Unitronics specializes in combining PLC (programmable 

logic controller) and HMI (human–machine interface) 

technology to develop automated solutions for 

manufacturing and other needs. The solutions are used to 

automate a wide variety of systems, such as those used in 

infrastructure to control water, gas, and electricity flow, 

and to keep an assembly line moving 24 hours a day. 

In recent years, Unitronics has found an innovative use for 

its technology – developing automated parking systems, 

and last week the company opened its third such facility 

in the US. Located in Hoboken, New Jersey, the parking 

structure packs 373 cars into four stories instead of the 

usual 10 that would be required with a “manual” parking 

facility, saving the developers money and enabling them 

to use the saved space for activities that will make them 

more money than parking. 

“When we switched to automated we were able to bring 

everything up above ground, which is huge now because 

of the new flood regulations, and also get another 32 

units,” David Gabber of Bijou Properties, the developer of 

1415 Park Avenue, said in an NJ Biz article. “It definitely 

made a lot of sense financially.” 
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When a driver pulls into the parking structure, they park 

their car and walk away, with a system of automated 

robots, elevators and platforms, controlled by 

customized software taking over and moving the vehicle 

to a free space. Since no one is driving around looking 

for a spot, every square inch of the structure can be 

utilized to store cars. The vehicle stays where it is until 

the driver returns and pays for the time they parked. The 

system reads their ticket and quickly finds the vehicle, 

which is then sent back down to the parking structure’s 

exit. 

According to Unitronics, customers get their car back in 

about two minutes (it takes the same amount of time to 

store a vehicle, as well). 

There’s no human involvement in the process at all; no 

surly parking lot managers, no competing drivers who 

try to jostle ahead for a better space and no attendants 

to tip. The whole system can be run by a single manager, 

who is never seen but is available to help out (reached 

by pressing the little speaker button in the payment 

machine) in case someone loses their ticket, or to deal 

with other issues. 

The company has already built structures in New Jersey, 

California and Mexico, and is currently building one with 

1,400 spaces in Calgary, Canada. When completed it will 

be the biggest automated parking structure in North 

America  

Continue….Innovations- 
By Improving Access To Basic Necessities, Israeli 

Technologies Transform Africa, Save Lives                  

 - L’chaim Appeal -  

 

Our shule is very low on whisky for our 

Kiddushim and Simchos due to the many 

friends and visitors over the last few 

weeks….. If anyone would like to 

sponsor a bottle or two (or three…) we 

would be grateful.   
 

 

 

 

 

- Baby Sitting  -  

 

If  anyone is in need of a babysitter to 

assit,  you can call upon the following 

for help: 

 

Gaby Werb - 0406 828 478  

Ashleigh Lewis - 0405 620 975 

 



It’s widely known that Israel has penetrated the wine 

market, with some of its sophisticated Israeli blends 

surpassing historically excellent wines from areas such as 

the Napa Valley or Bordeaux. But what about beer? 

For decades, Israel has offered solely the Maccabi and 

Nesher brands. Not anymore. 

“There is a huge push of people making beer at home. 

The country is approaching over 30 craft breweries in the 

last year or two, making nearly 200 beers,” says Avi 

Moskowitz, owner and founder of Beer Bazaar, Israel’s 

latest brewery and bar, which is located in Jerusalem’s 

Shuk Mahane Yehuda. 

An immigrant entrepreneur and start-up aficionado, 

Moskowitz says making craft beer is like working in a 

laboratory — something Israelis are accustomed to. But 

brewing beer is also quick; one can brew a keg in a 

couple of days. That’s ideal for the stereotypically 

impatient Israeli. 

“You can tinker with it and come up with so many flavors. 

There is no limit to what you can do with beer,” 

Moskowitz tells JNS.org. 

Indeed, Israeli beer makers are tapping into this market. 

The first microbrewery in the area was actually opened 

by a Palestinian in 1995 in the village of Tayibe. But a low 

marketing budget and restrictions on alcohol in Islamic 

culture prevented the beer of the Taybeh Brewing 

Company (taybeh meaning “delicious”) from successfully 

penetrating the marketplace until around 2000. 

In 2006, New York native David Cohen opened Israel’s 

first microbrewery, Dancing Camel. Cohen says he 

started brewing beer in the 1980s in his home. He kept 

up the passion through his aliyah in 2003, and today 

owns one of the most successful breweries in Tel Aviv. 

“From the beginning, the focus was to whenever possible 

use local ingredients, spices and fruits that would give 

the beers an Israeli accent, that they could be identified 

as Israeli beer,” Cohen tells JNS.org. 

Lifestyle - 
 
 
 
 

The Brewish State: Israel Taps             

Into Growing Craft Beer Bazaar                       

By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman / JNS.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The tap wheel, giving customers a shot each of 10 beers, at the 
Beer Bazaar in Jerusalem’s Shuk Mahane Yehuda. Photo: 
Maayan Jaffe.  
 

Dancing Camel brews about 20 beers a year, the Talmud

-inspired Old Papa beer, brewed with silan (honey made 

from dates), which sweetens the bitter IPA. The 

Carobbean Stout is brewed with carob. Around the time 

of Sukkot the Trog Wit beer is developed from etrogim 

(the traditional citron fruits). 

“I did not set up a brewery in Israel to brew another 

English ale or American IPA or German lager. The 

mission of the brewery was to make a connection 

between Israel and the beer. I came here like a kid in a 

candy shop with all the fruits and herbs and spices to 

play with,” says Cohen. “No one has experimented with 

them for at least 1,700 years. It is very much a passion to 

go after these flavors and make them beers.” 

Cohen says that less than 15 years ago, there was no 

knowledge about boutique beer in Israel. Over the last 

decade, as more microbreweries have opened up — and 

have been successful despite a crippling NIS 4.19 (more 

than $1) per liter tax on beer — it has become easier for 

Dancing Camel to explain itself. And he says the 

competition is healthy, save for all the beer bellies. 

Earlier this year, Israeli beer made international 

headlines when Jerusalem’s Herzl Beer was selected to 

collaborate with a German brewery to create an 

international beer blend that will celebrate Jewish 

contributions to beer, especially in Germany, as part of a 

2016 exhibition commemorating the 500th anniversary 

of the Reinheitsgebot, Germany’s and perhaps the 

world’s first beer purity law. 

Herzl is the only beer that is actually crafted in the holy 

city. 
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What else is making bubbles in the Israeli craft beer 

scene? Jem’s Beer Factory, also started by an 

American immigrant, Jeremy Welfeld, has become a 

Petah Tikvah favorite. At 8.8 percent alcohol by 

volume, it’s a red Belgian-style triple ale that’s rich, 

sweet, and fruity, with a mild bitterness. 

The Negev Brewery, tucked away in the 

development town of Kiryat Gat, is now the official 

beer maker for the posh and breathtakingly 

beautiful Beresheet Hotel in Mitzpe Ramon. It 

makes a beer named for the colorful sand getaway. 

The brewery has become best known for its light 

and fruity passion-fruit ale, with its rich tropical 

aroma and taste. 

All of these beers and more can be tasted at 

Moskowitz’s Beer Bazaar, which was opened only a 

few months ago. On a recent Thursday night when 

this reporter stopped by, there is nowhere to sit or 

even stand. Nestled in the covered section of the 

shuk and sandwiched between a dried fruit stand 

and vegetable market just off Jaffa Street, Beer 

Bazaar is about as trendy as you get—for the young 

and young-at-heart alike. 

Moskowitz says the shuk beer scene started a few 

years ago when Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat began 

bringing local talent, such as musicians and artists, 

to the market for evening performances. He 

harnessed an inherent authenticity and spiritual 

energy that Jerusalem residents were craving. 

“In so many ways, the shuk defines the pulse of this 

country. Here you can see the full spectrum of Israeli 

society: Jews, Arabs, haredim, and secular people. 

They are not necessarily socializing, but they are all 

interacting and I feel the energy, the pulse,” says 

Moskowitz, who sells more than 100 Israeli beers, 

including two of the company’s own crafts. 

A NIS 25 (about $6) tap wheel gives consumers a 

shot of each of 10 beers on tap (counting Buster’s 

Dry Cider, which has become all the rage in Israel - 

Continue….Lifestyle 
 
 
 
 

The Brewish State: Israel Taps                                          

Into Growing Craft Beer Bazaar 

and is served from the tap, though cider is 

essentially a weak wine because it goes through the 

same fermentation process). An 11th option is nitro 

coffee, which Beer Bazaar brought to Israel, though 

that doesn’t come with the wheel. 

The Bazelet wheat beer is refreshing, slightly tangy 

with light fruity notes. Alexander Black is an award-

winning stout, full of flavor. 

Beer Bazaar’s Six Mix allows visitors to mix and 

match a six pack of their choice for NIS 79 (about 

$20). 

“We encourage visitors to dry different things. 

People go away with the six and every week make it 

through a few more bottles of Israeli beer and 

become more familiar,” says Moskowitz. “We ask, 

‘What have you been drinking?’ Chances are there 

is a great or even better Israeli beer for whatever 

you are used to.” 

Moskowitz doesn’t purport that the growing beer 

and bar scene will bring Israeli-Palestinian peace, or 

even necessarily reduced tensions between the 

Israeli left and right, religious and non-religious. But 

he does think it has the potential to bring a little 

more harmony. 

“There is a real community component,” Moskowitz 

says. “When I am able to sit there and experience 

the people congregating around the beer, I see 

everyone from religious people dancing to secular 

girls jumping up on boxes — they are socializing.” 

He adds, “Beer bonds people, brings people 

together, washes away their differences. Sure, you 

could come in and sit down to have a beer on your 

own — but you won’t be alone very long. It’s just 

beautiful.” 
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Oldest precursor to letter S found in nine-letter 

Canaanite text unearthed at Lachish, in central 

Israel; discovery ‘another piece in the puzzle’ of 

alphabet’s development, researcher says 

A potsherd slightly larger than a business card found in 

the ruins of a Late Bronze Age temple at the biblical site 

of Lachish in southern Israel has yielded a few tantalizing 

letters from a 12th century BCE alphabet — what one 

researcher called a “once in a generation” find.  

 

The inscription, three lines containing nine early Semitic 

letters, was discovered during excavations at the site in 

2014 and is believed to date from around 1130 BCE. It’s 

the first Canaanite inscription found in a Late Bronze Age 

context in over 30 years, the authors of the paper said. 

The letters were etched into a clay jar before firing, and 

are exceptionally clear.  

 

The first line reads pkl, the second spr — the Semitic root 

for scribe — but the third has two letters of uncertain 

meaning (one is fragmentary). The text includes the 

earliest dateable examples of the letters kaf — the 

precursor to the Latin letter K — samekh — S — and resh 

— R. Samekh had never before been found in early 

Canaanite inscriptions. 

 

Details of the intriguing nine-letter inscription were 

published in the November/December issue of the 

Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research. 

The Canaanites began to develop the alphabet around 

1800 BCE, over a thousand years after cuneiform writing 

first appeared in Mesopotamia. Professor Yosef 

Garfinkel of Hebrew University, one of the co-authors of 

the paper, called that innovation “the greatest 

intellectual contribution of the land of Israel to global 

culture.” 

 

 “If there hadn’t been an alphabet there wouldn’t have 

been a Bible,” he said. 

 

But there are centuries of silence following the earliest 

known alphabetic inscription. “We have no clue how the 

alphabet was preserved over the years, how it wasn’t 

forgotten or lost,” he said. 

 

The archaeologists from Tel Aviv University, Hebrew 

University and Tennessee’s Southern Adventist 

University who studied the potsherd inscription 

determined that it was too fragmentary to make heads 

or tails of what it might say. The jar fragment’s discovery 

in a temple complex suggests the text may be 

dedicatory. The scholars pointed out, however, that the 

letters themselves provided crucial information about 

the development of the proto-Canaanite alphabet — the 

precursor to the Hebrew, Greek and Latin alphabets. 

 

 “Late Bronze Age inscriptions themselves are very rare,” 

the authors, headed by Benjamin Sass of Tel Aviv 

University, said. “Between four and six alphabetic 

inscriptions exist from the outgoing Late Bronze Age, the 

13th century and part of the 12th.” 

 

“Every snippet of information is another piece in the 

puzzle,” said Garfinkel over the phone. “Once every 30 

years, once in a generation, we find an inscription.”  

Archaeology-   

 
 
 

At biblical site, researchers discover 

ABCs of how alphabet came to be 
 

By Ilan Ben Zion 

An early 12th century BCE Canaanite alphabet inscription found 
at Lachish in 2014. (courtesy of Yossi Garfinkel, Hebrew 
University)  

Archaeologists at work excavating the biblical city of Lachish, 

where an early 12th century BCE Canaanite alphabet 

inscription was found in 2014. (courtesy of Yossi Garfinkel, 

Hebrew University)  



Early alphabetic texts from this period are so rare, 

they note, that several letters of the alphabet 

remain undocumented. What they do show is the 

gradual evolution of Semitic letters from pictographs 

to more linear symbols. “The impact of a single new 

text may be considerable” for understanding the 

evolution of the early alphabet, the authors said. 

 

Around time the inscription was written, Lachish 

was a prosperous economic center in Egyptian-

dominated Canaan, and one of the most important 

cities in the region during the Late Bronze Age. It 

was mentioned in ancient correspondences 

between Egypt and its Canaanite vassals found at 

Amarna.  

Excavations there have uncovered opulent tombs, 

ruins of large temples, and imported goods from 

Cyprus and Greece. But most crucially, digs in the 

1970s yielded a trove of Hebrew royal seal 

impressions bearing the words “to the king.” 

 

“The Canaanite city of Lachish was one of the most 

important centers in the world for the use of the 

alphabet,” and preserved the culture of using an 

egalitarian writing system, Garfinkel said.  

Earlier writing systems, like Sumerian cuneiform or 

Egyptian hieroglyphs, demanded years of study and 

were comprehensible only to an elite cadre of 

scribes. Alphabets were far more accessible to all. 

In the Iron Age, with the rise of the Kingdom of 

Judah, Lachish became the second city of the 

Israelite monarchy, a major fortified town on the 

border of Philistia.  

 

The Biblical narrative and Assyrian accounts 

document its capture and destruction by 

Sennacherib’s army in 701 BCE 

 

Earlier this year Garfinkel announced the discovery 

of an Iron Age Canaanite inscription on a large clay 

storage jar found at Khirbet Qeiyafa, 10 miles north 

of Lachish, dating from around 1020 to 980 BCE. 

The Qeiyafa inscription bears the name of a biblical 

character and reads Ishba’al son of Beda. 

 

“Canaanite culture essentially influences to this day 

every language which uses an alphabet,” Garfinkel 

said, “not just Hebrew and Arabic and other Semitic 

languages.” 

 

Continue….Archaeology   

 
 
 

At biblical site, researchers discover ABCs                   

of how alphabet came to be 

An aerial view of Tel Lachish (CC BY-SA צ.אסף, Wikimedia 
Commons)  

Yosef Garfinkel with a shrine model made of stone, found at 
Khirbet Qeiyafa (Courtesy of Hebrew University of Jerusalem)  
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For Haman the son of Hammedata the Agagite, the 

enemy of all the Jews, had schemed against the 

Jews to destroy them, and had cast a pur—that is, 

the lot—to consume them, and to destroy them… 

 

Therefore they called these days “Purim” after the 

pur…      Esther 9:24-26 

 

Many developments contributed to the salvation of the 

Jewish people from Haman’s decree: Esther’s 

replacement of Vashti as queen; Mordechai’s rousing 

the Jews of Shushan to repentance and prayer; 

Achashveirosh’s sleepless night, in which he is reminded 

that Mordechai had saved his life and commands Haman 

to lead Mordechai in a hero’s parade through the streets 

of Shushan; Esther’s petition to the king and her 

confrontation with Haman; the hanging of Haman; the 

great war between the Jews and their enemies on the 

13th of Adar. 

 

Each of these events played a major role in the miracle 

of Purim. And yet, the name of the festival—the one 

word chosen to express its essence—refers to a 

seemingly minor detail: the fact that Haman selected the 

date of his proposed annihilation of the Jews by casting 

lots (pur is Persian for “lot”).  Obviously, the significance 

of the lot lies at the very heart of what Purim is all 

about. 

 

Why, indeed, did Haman cast lots? Why didn’t he simply 

choose the first convenient day or days on which to 

carry out his evil decree? 

 

 

Spirituality - 
 
 

A Roll of Dice: The Purim Lots 
 

By  by Yanki Tauber  

The Angel and the Drunk 
 

There is another day on the Jewish calendar associated 

with the casting of lots: Yom Kippur. In one of the most 

dramatic moments of the Yom Kippur service in the Holy 

Temple, the Kohen Gadol (High Priest) stood between two 

goats and cast lots to determine which should be offered 

to G-d and which should carry off the sins of Israel to the 

desert. 

 

It would seem that one could hardly find two more 

dissimilar days in the Jewish calendar. Yom Kippur is the 

most solemn day of the year. It is a day of soul-searching 

and repentance; a day on which we connect with the 

inviolable core of purity within us—with the self that 

remains forever unsullied by our failings and 

transgressions—to draw from it atonement for the past 

and resolve for the future. So it is only natural that Yom 

Kippur should be a day of unfettered spirituality, a day on 

which we transcend our very physicality in order to 

commune with our spiritual essence. The Torah 

commands us to “afflict ourselves” on Yom Kippur—to 

deprive the body of food and drink and all physical 

pleasures. Yom Kippur is the day on which terrestrial man 

most resembles the celestial angel. 

 

Purim, on the other hand, is the most physical day of the 

year. It is a day of feasting and drinking—the Talmud goes 

so far as to state that “a person is obligated to drink on 

Purim until he does not know the difference between 

‘cursed be Haman’ and ‘blessed be Mordechai.’” As our 

sages explain, Purim celebrates the salvation of the body 

of the Jew. There are festivals (such as Chanukah) that 

remember a time when the Jewish soul was threatened, 

when our enemies strove to uproot our faith and profane 

the sanctity of our lives; these are accordingly marked 

with “spiritual” observances (e.g., lighting the menorah, 

reciting Hallel).  

 

On Purim, on the other hand, it was the Jewish body that 

was saved—Haman did not plot to assimilate or paganize 

the Jews, but to physically destroy every Jewish man, 

woman and child on the face of the earth. Purim is thus 

celebrated by reading the Megillah, lavishing money on 

the poor, sending gifts of food to friends, eating a 

sumptuous meal, and drinking oneself to oblivion. 

 

 

On Yom Kippur we fast and pray, on Purim we party. Yet 

the Zohar sees the two days as intrinsically similar, going 

so far as to interpret the name Yom HaKippurim (as the 

Torah calls Yom Kippur) to mean that it is “a day like 

Purim” (yom ke-purim) 
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Reason and Lots 
 
The casting of lots expresses the idea that one has 

passed beyond the realm of motive and reason. A lottery 

is resorted to when there is no reason or impetus to 

choose one option over the other, so that the matter 

must be surrendered to forces that are beyond one’s 

control and comprehension. 

 

Therein lies the significance of the lots cast by the Kohen 

Gadol on Yom Kippur. After all is said and done, implied 

the lots, no man is worthy in the eyes of G-d. We all 

stand before Him with our faults and iniquities, and by 

all rational criteria, should be found lacking in His 

judgment. So we impel ourselves beyond the realm of 

nature and reason, beyond the pale of merit and fault. 

We disavow all the accouterments of physical identity—

food and drink, earthly pleasures, and our very sense of 

reason and priority. We cast our lot with G-d, confident 

that He will respond in kind and relate to us in terms of 

our quintessential bond to Him rather than by the 

existential scales of pro and con. 

 

Haman’s lot-casting was his attempt to exploit the supra

-reality of the divine to an opposite end. The Jewish 

people, said Haman, might be the pursuers of G-d’s 

wisdom on earth and the implementors of His will, thus 

meriting His favor and protection. But surely G-d, in 

essence, is above it all—above our earthly reason and its 

notions of “virtue” and “deservedness,” beyond such 

concepts as “good” or “evil.” Ultimately, the divine will is 

as arbitrary as a roll of dice. Why not give it a shot? I 

might just catch a supernal caprice running in my 

direction. As the Talmud relates, 

 

“When the lot [cast by Haman] fell on the month of 
Adar, he greatly rejoiced, saying: ‘The lot has fallen for 
me upon the month of Moses’ death.’”  

 

This is what I’ve been saying all along, exulted Haman. 

Moses might have given Israel the Torah, the document 

that so endears them to G-d, but Moses, too, is mortal. 

Moses, too, is part of the physical, rational reality—a 

reality transcended by the “lot” reality I have accessed. 

My lots indicate that I have superseded Moses—

superseded Israel’s merit in the eyes of G-d.  

 

Continue…….  Spirituality - 

 
 

A Roll of Dice: The Purim Lots 

What Haman failed to realize, adds the Talmud, was 

that while Adar was the month of Moses’ passing, it was 

also the month of Moses’ birth. In the final analysis, the 

import of Haman’s lots was the very opposite of what 

he had understood. On the physical-existential plane, 

the lots were saying, there might be variations and 

fluctuations in G-d’s relationship with His people. At 

times, they might be more deserving of His protection 

and blessing; at times, less so.[8] On this level of reality, 

Moses might even “die.” But G-d’s relationship with His 

people transcends the fluctuations of the terrestrial 

reality. Also on the level on which “darkness is as 

light”[9] and “good” and “evil” are equally insignificant 

before Him, G-d chooses—for no reason save that such 

is His choice—the nation of Israel. 

 

In the words of the prophet, “Is not Esau a brother to 

Jacob? says G-d. But I love Jacob.”[10] Also when reality 

seems as “arbitrary” as a throw of dice—for the 

righteous Jacob is no more worthy (for “worthiness” is a 

moot point) than the wicked Esau—the divine lot 

invariably falls with His chosen people. 

 

Thus, the festival of Purim derives its name from the 

lots cast by Haman. For this is not some incidental detail 

in the story of Purim, but the single event that most 

expresses what Purim represents. 

 

Does Matter Matter? 
 

Yom Kippur is indeed “a day like Purim”: both are points 

in physical time which transcend the very laws of 

physical existence. Points at which we rise above the 

rational structure of reality and affirm our supra-

rational bond with G-d—a bond not touched by the 

limitations of mortal life. A bond as free of cause and 

motive as the free-falling lot. 

 

But there is also a significant difference between these 

two days. On Yom Kippur, our transcendence is 

expressed by our disavowal of all trappings of physical 

life. But the very fact that these would “interfere” with 

the supra-existential nature of the day indicates that we 

are not utterly free of them. Thus Yom Kippur is only “a 

day like Purim” (ke-purim), for it achieves only a 

semblance of the essence of Purim. 

 

The ultimate mark of transcendence is that the 

transcended state is not vanquished or suppressed, but 

that it itself serves the transcendent end. The miracle of 

Purim was G-d’s assertion of His supra-existential choice 

of Israel, yet it was a miracle wholly garbed in nature. 

Everything happened quite naturally:  
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- Kosher Meals at all GC                   
Public   Hospitals' -  

 
We would like to inform everyone that a new      

service has been implemented in which any      

Jewish  patient at any Gold Coast Public       

hospital can request Kosher food which will 

be supplied by the hospital.  Please relate this 

to anyone you know who has been admitted 

to hospital so they can take advantage of this 

service 

Esther’s beauty pleased Achashveirosh, and he made her 

his queen; Mordechai happened to overhear a plot to kill 

Achashveirosh, and years later the event was 

remembered by the king on a sleepless night; Esther 

contrived Haman’s fall from grace in the royal court, had 

him hanged, and maneuvered Mordechai into his 

vacated position; and so on. But it is for this very reason 

that Purim is the greatest of miracles—a miracle in 

which the natural order is not merely circumvented or 

superseded, but in which nature itself becomes the 

instrument of the miraculous. 

The same is true on the individual level: the ultimate 

transcendence of materiality is achieved not by 

depriving the body and suppressing the physical self, but 

by transforming the physical into an instrument of the 

divine will. So “Purim” is the day on which we are our 

most physical, and at the same time exhibit a self-

abnegation to G-d that transcends all dictates and 

parameters of the physical-rational state—transcending 

even the axioms “cursed be Haman” and “blessed be 

Mordechai.”Yom Kippur is the day that empowers the 

Jew to rise above the constraints of physicality and 

rationality. Purim is the day that empowers the Jew to 

live a physical life that is the vehicle for a supra-physical, 

supra-rational commitment to G-d. 

 

Continue…….  Spirituality - 

 
 

A Roll of Dice: The Purim Lots 
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- Thank You - 
 
 
 
 

We would like to thank Dahlia Kaye of the 

leather lounge shop-Bundall who kindly  

donated a beautiful corner lounge to our 

Katranski Hall.    

 

We would like to thank Vivian Finckenberg 

and family for sponsoring our ‘Friday Night 

Live #21’ event.   

 

We would like to thank all who kindly donated 

whisky for our functions and Kiddushim.   



Purim begins this year on Wednesday evening, March 

23, 2016, and continues through Thursday night, March 

24. What follows is a brief step-by-step guide to Purim     

observance. We have also included links to additional 

Purim resources.  

About Purim 
 
The festival of Purim is celebrated every year on the 

14th of the Hebrew month of Adar. It commemorates 

the salvation of the Jewish people in ancient Persia from 

Haman’s plot “to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews, 

young and old, infants and women, in a single day.” 

 
The Story in a Nutshell 
 
The Persian empire of the 4th century BCE extended 

over 127 lands, and all the Jews were its subjects. When 

King Ahasuerus had his wife, Queen Vashti, executed for 

failing to follow his orders, he orchestrated a beauty 

pageant to find a new queen. A Jewish girl, Esther, found 

favor in his eyes and became the new queen—though 

she refused to divulge the identity of her nationality. 

Meanwhile, the anti-Semitic Haman was appointed 

prime minister of the empire. Mordechai, the leader of 

the Jews (and Esther’s cousin), defied the king’s orders 

and refused to bow to Haman. Haman was incensed and 

convinced the king to issue a decree ordering the        

extermination of all the Jews on the 13th of Adar—a 

date chosen by a lottery Haman made. 

Mordechai galvanized all the Jews, convincing them to 

repent, fast and pray to G d. Meanwhile, Esther asked 

the king and Haman to join her for a feast.  

At the feast, Esther revealed to the king her Jewish 

identity. Haman was hanged, Mordechai was appointed 

prime minister in his stead, and a new decree was    

issued—granting the Jews the right to defend 

themselves against their enemies.  

On the 13th of Adar the Jews mobilized and killed many 

of their enemies. On the 14th of Adar they rested and 

celebrated. Your Purim To-Do List 

1) Listen to the Megillah 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To relive the miraculous events of Purim, listen to the 
reading of the megillah (the Scroll of Esther) twice: 

once on Purim eve, Wednesday evening, March 23,  

and again on Purim day, Thursday -March 24. 

To properly fulfill the mitzvah, it is crucial to hear every 

single word of the megillah. 

At certain points in the reading where Haman’s name is 

mentioned, it is customary to twirl graggers (Purim 

noisemakers) and stamp one’s feet to “eradicate” his 

evil name. Tell the children that Purim is the only time 

when it’s a mitzvah to make noise! 

Your Purim Guide                                 
2016-5776 
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2) Give to the Needy (Matanot La’Evyonim) 
 
Concern for the needy is a year-round responsibility; but 

on Purim it is a special mitzvah to remember the poor. 

Give charity to at 

least two (but    

preferably more) 

needy individuals 

on Purim day, 

March 24. 

The mitzvah is best 

fulfilled by giving 

directly to the 

needy. If, however, you cannot find poor people, place 

at least two coins into a charity box. As with the other 

mitzvahs of Purim, even small children should be taught 

to fulfill this mitzvah. 

3) Send Food Portions to Friends (Mishloach Manot) 
On Purim we emphasize the importance of Jewish unity 

and friendship by sending gifts of food to friends. 

On Purim day, March 24    , send a 

gift of at least two kinds of ready-to-

eat foods (e.g., pastry, fruit, 

beverage) to at least one friend. 

Men should send to men, and 

women to women. It is preferable 

that the gifts be delivered via a third 

party. Children, in addition to 

sending their own gifts of food to 

their friends, make enthusiastic 

messengers. 

4) Eat, Drink and Be Merry 
 
Purim should be celebrated with a special festive meal 

on Purim day, at which family and friends gather         

together to rejoice in the Purim spirit. It is a mitzvah to 

drink  wine or other inebriating drinks  at this meal. 

Special Prayers - Al HaNissim, 
Torah reading 
 
On Purim we include the Al 

Hanisim  prayer, which   

describes the Purim miracle, in 

the evening, morning and 

afternoon prayers, as well as in 

the Grace After Meals.  

In the morning service there is a special reading from 

the Torah scroll in the synagogue (Exodus 17:8–

16).Purim Customs: Masquerades and Hamantashen 

 

A time-honoured Purim custom is for children to dress 

up and disguise themselves —an allusion to the fact 

that the miracle of Purim was disguised in natural     

garments. This is also the significance behind a          

traditional Purim food, the hamantash—a pastry whose 

filling is hidden within a three-cornered crust. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre- and Post-Purim Observances 
 
 
 
 

Torah Reading of Zachor - On the Shabbat before 

Purim (this year, March 19), a special reading is held in 

the synagogue. We read the Torah section called 

Zachor  (“Remember”), in which we are enjoined to 

remember the deeds of (the nation of) Amalek 

(Haman’s ancestor) who sought to destroy the Jewish 

people. 

 
The Fast of Esther  -   
 
To commemorate the prayer and fasting that the     

Jewish people held during the Purim story, we fast on 

the day before Purim. This year we fast on Wednesday, 

March 23. The fast begins approximately an hour  

before sunrise, and lasts until nightfall at 6:19pm.  

 
The “Half Coins” (Machatzit HaShekel) -   
 
It is a tradition to give three coins in “half” 

denominations e.g., three half-dollar coins to charity, to 

commemorate the half-shekel that each Jew 

contributed as his share in the communal offerings in 

the time of the Holy Temple. This custom, usually 

performed in the synagogue, is done on the afternoon 

of the “Fast of Esther,” or before the reading of the 

Megillah. 

 

Shushan Purim   -  
 
In certain ancient walled cities—Jerusalem is the 

primary example—Purim is observed not on the 14th of 

Adar (the date of its observance everywhere else), but 

on the 15th of Adar. This is to commemorate that fact 

that in the ancient walled city of Shushan, where the 

battles between the Jews and their enemies extended 

for an additional day, the original Purim celebration 

was held on the 15th of Adar. It is a day of joy and 

celebration also in those places where it is not 

observed as the actual Purim. 

Your Purim Guide        
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New semester of learning – Every Monday at 7:30pm  
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Personal Development: 
Growing Each Day  
By Rabbi Dr.  Abraham Twerski  

From the mouths of babes and sucklings You 
established strength (Psalms 8:3). 
 

The Talmud tells us that when Haman threatened to 

annihilate the Jews, Mordechai gathered the 

children and led them in prayer to God. Why 

children? Because they are likely to be more 

sincere, and their prayers more genuine. 

 

A Chassidic master said that one of the things we 

should learn from an infant is that it cries for 

whatever it wants. When an infant wants 

something, it wants it with all its being, and nothing 

else either interests it or distracts it from the object 

of its desire. The baby will cry relentlessly until it 

gets what it wants. 

 

We pray for the redemption of Israel. We tell 

ourselves that we really want the Exile to end. We 

ask for redemption no less than three times a day in 

our prayers. But just one question: If we really 

wanted it as much as we say we do, why do we not 

cry for it? 

 

An infant does not play intellectual games. It does 

not rationalize. It does not debate why it is 

preferable to get its way or not get it. The item of 

its desire may be only a brightly colored ball or a 

wooden block, but at that moment, it is as 

important to the infant as life itself, and it makes its 

desire well known to all with ears to hear. 

 

Parents respond to the infant's cry because, in their 

intense love for the child, they do not wish to 

deprive it of something it wants so desperately.God 

loves us more than a parent loves a child. If we 

would cry for our redemption, we would certainly 

get it. 

 

Today I shall... 
 
try to understand how being in Exile prevents me 

from attaining maximum intimacy with God, to the 

point where I will cry to Him for redemption. 
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Jewish tradition ordains that whenever the Torah is 

read we are granted a special and uniquely          

opportune moment to invoke blessing for those in 

need of divine intervention. From time immemorial 

it has therefore been the custom to recite a "Mi 

Sheberach" (prayer for the sick) on behalf of      

people who are ill.  We pray for the people below, 

and wish them a  speedy recovery:  

 
Men                                                      

 
 
 

Misheberach 
Prayer for the sick 

Yehuda Avraham Ben Beila Chaya 

Michael Ben Baila Chaya 

Shmuel Ben Alter Chaya Reyna 

Daniel Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 

Shlomo Ben Dahlia 

Adam Gideon Ben Leah 

Michael Ben Mina 

Mordechai Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 

Yishai Ben Sara 

Tom Ben Miriam 

Chaim Ha’Levi Ben Miriam 

Shimon Dovid Ben Sara 

Tzvi Avigdor Ben Chaya Shaindl 

Shmuel Ben Sara 

Philip Ben Faygelle 

Aaron Ben Sara 

Yehushua Ben Leah 

Yochu Ben Binner 

Chanan Halevi Ben Tatyana  

 

Women     
  

 Tziyona Bat Chana  

Peryla Bas Chana 

Rivka Bas Sara 

Faygelle Bas Chana 

Tatyana Baas Fayna 

Tirtza Bas Tikvah 

Shoshana Bas Sarah 

Shoshana Bas Batsheva 

Rochel Bas Rivkah 



Last week, Mattel, the manufacturer of Barbie 

dolls, announced their iconic toy will soon be 

available in a variety of body shapes (tall, petite, 

and curvy), skin tones, and hairstyles. Which 

means that Barbie’s image, historically a depiction 

of a young woman with pale skin, platinum blonde 

hair, and mile-long legs, will finally be able to more 

accurately resemble my Ashkenazi Jewish roots 

and—surprise, surprise—hers, too! 

Barbie’s story began in 1959 when Ruth Mosko 

Handler (née Moskowitz), the daughter of Polish-

Jewish immigrants, debuted her Barbie doll 

invention at the New York Toy Fair.  

 

Handler, who died in 2002, was inspired to create 

a three-dimensional plastic doll that could be 

dressed in a wardrobe of micro-fashion after she 

saw the limitations of the paper dolls her daughter 

Barbara was playing with.  

 

So Handler, with the support of her husband, 

Elliot, the co-founder of Mattel, Inc., 

created the Barbie Doll and named it after their 

daughter.  

 

Shortly thereafter came the Ken doll, which they 

named after their son. The dolls’ popularity 

exploded instantaneously; just one year later the 

Handlers took Mattel public, with a valuation of $10 

million. And the rest, they say, is history. 

 

Now, almost 57 years and over a billion Barbies 

later, Jewish children—and many other people for 

whom tall, skinny, and blonde is not the norm—will 

be able to purchase a version of world’s most 

popular doll that actually looks like us.  

 

For too long, playing pretend with the Barbie 

meant, at least for me, implicitly pretending my 

roots were closer to Scandinavian origins—ironic 

especially because Barbie and I share the same 

Polish Jewish ancestry. With Mattel’s latest move, 

fantasy might finally feel (and look) a bit more real. 

All I can say is that it’s about damn time. 
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Arts-  

 
 

 

Barbie Gets a Makeover 
The iconic doll finally gets real 
By Jordana Narin 



Preparing the body for viewing also presents very 

serious halachic problems. 

 
Time Is of the Essence 
 

The preparation takes time, and there is a biblical 

commandment to bury the deceased as quickly as 

possible. In fact, even regarding a person who was 

executed by the courts, the Torah warns that leaving 

the criminal’s corpse on the gallows overnight is 

considered a “blasphemy of G d.” The need for a 

timely burial is so strong that even the high priest—

who zealously avoided all contact with death and 

impurity—was obligated to perform the burial if no 

one else was able to. 

 

The Zohar explains that the soul is in a state of anxiety 

and anguish until the body is buried, and any delay 

would increase that anguish. 

 

Tampering with the Dead 
 

In order to make it look nice, the body is surgically 

“restored” by manipulating it, inserting various devices 

to support its features, draining it of all blood and 

fluids, injecting it with chemicals, covering it with 

cosmetics, and so on. All of this is strictly forbidden 

according to Jewish law, which proscribes desecrating 

a body in any way. In fact, even an autopsy is generally 

forbidden, unless determining the cause of death will 

save other lives (such as in a case of poisoning). 

 

Reuniting with Our Loved Ones 
 

One of the reasons we are so careful about not 

tampering with the body is that a Jewish burial does 

not only affect the peace of the soul in the afterlife; it 

affects our bodies as well. As Jews, we believe that 

ultimately our bodies and souls will once again come 

together at the time of the messianic era and the 

resurrection of the dead. Thus, when we provide a 

proper burial, we are also expressing our belief that 

we will be reunited with our loved ones with the 

coming of Moshiach.  May it be speedily in our days! 
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Question: 
 

Unfortunately, I recently had occasion to attend a 

traditional Jewish funeral. I was told that Jews don’t do 

open-casket funerals or hold viewings. Why is that? I 

always appreciated being able to get one last look at 

the deceased before burial. 

 
Reply: 
 

Although some may find it therapeutic, in Judaism the 

funeral is for the most part devoted to the respect and 

honor of the deceased, while the period of mourning 

that follows is primarily for the benefit of the 

mourners. In fact, one is not supposed to comfort the 

mourners while their dead still lie before them. 

Comfort and relief come later, after funeral and burial 

arrangements have been completed and the dead have 

been interred. 

 

So although some may find comfort in viewing the 

dead, this time is focused on the deceased, providing 

them with a final, dignified sendoff in accordance with 

Torah tradition. 

 

Additionally, there are a number of issues with open-

casket funerals, on practical, halachic and mystical 

levels. 

 

Gazing at the Dead 
 

The Talmud tells us that it is forbidden to gaze at the 

face of a dead person. On a basic level, this is so that 

we do not lose respect for the deceased. 

 

The Kabbalists explain that one of the reasons we cover 

the face of the deceased is because a person’s sins are 

“engraved upon the forehead.” By gazing at the 

deceased, especially at a time when the soul is still 

hovering over the body waiting for its final judgement, 

we can potentially arouse divine prosecution against 

them, bringing them pain. 

 

As for the viewers, the Talmud tells us that gazing upon 

the face of the dead can cause one to forget the Torah 

they learned. 

 
 

Ask The Rabbi -              
Why Don’t Jews Have              

Open-Casket Funerals?                  
By Yehuda Shurpin 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Seder: 
Friday Evening, 22 April, at 6:30pm  

 

Second Seder: 
Saturday Evening, 23 April, at 6:30pm  

 

At the Katranski Communal Hall,  
34 Hamilton Ave. Surfers Paradise. 
For more info & booking please contact our office 

Tel. 5570 1851   or email: gchc@westnet.com.au   

 
 
 

Prices are per person only: 
  

$75.00 members.    
$85.00 Non-Members   

Students : $50.00   
Children: $45       

 
Please book early as seats are 

limited.   
 

RSVP by 15 April, 2016  

 
 

 

 

The Gold Coast Hebrew 

Congregation invites you to 

experience the Holiday warmth,  

songs , lively atmosphere,  and a 

delicious Passover Feast 

PESACH 
SEDER 
Welcoming  everyone 

BH 
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- Glass Art Shule Panels -     

Dedication & Memorial Project 
 

 

 
Dear Friend,             

                

We are excited to announce the release of our 

newly designed traditional stained glass panels 

which permanently decorates our northern 

Shule wall above the main entrance of our   

Synagogue. The very brightly colored glass     

panels are translucent, flooding the sanctuary 

with light, color and meaning. 

 

The style of the glass panels depict the 12 Jewish 

months of the year and their  significance. Each 

glass panel contains the representational        

imagery. The symbols are carefully chosen to 

represent the most important elements of the 

month being depicted. 

 

The idea behind this project is to allow those 

who commemorate a Yartzeit in the memory of 

a loved one occurring in the month of Tishrie/

September to dedicate that glass panel in their 

memory. With a plaque attached underneath 

the Glass art panel. If the Yartzeit is in the 

month of Cheshvan/October that particular   

window can be selected. The same is for any of 

the 12 months of the year. 

 

The cost for the glass art panel dedication is:    

$6000.00 for one entire glass panel dedication.   

Or $3000.00 for two individual dedications of 

one glass panel 
 

 

 

 

For further details please contact our office on 

5570 1851  

FREE INTERNET & COMPUTER 

SKILLS FOR   SENIORS @ K-HALL 
 

Have you ever wondered what the Internet is? 

Broadband for Seniors is funded by the Australian     

Government to provide senior Australians, aged 50 

years and over, with free access to computers, 

Internet and basic training to help build their       

confidence in using new technology. 

Since it was announced in 2008, around 2,000 

Broadband for Seniors kiosks have opened across 

Australia with approximately 250,000 seniors       

enjoying the benefits! 

Broadband for Seniors aims to 

• Provide senior Australians with access to       

computers and the Internet via free Internet 

kiosks; 

• Support seniors to gain confidence and build 

skills in using new technology; 

• Address the issue of senior Australians feeling 

isolated and ‘left behind’ in a technological age. 

 

WE PROVIDE FREE INTERNET AND SKILL                 

DEVELOPMENT ON WEDNESDAY’S 10:00 - 11:30AM 

AT OUR KATRANSKY HALL - 35 MARKWELL AVE,  

SURFERS PARADISE.   

For more information contact our office on 5570 

1851 
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Yaakov Modechai was taking an oral exam applying for his 

citizenship papers.  

Yaakov was asked to spell "Cultivate" - he spelled it correctly.  

He was then asked to use the word in a sentence.  

He thought about it for a moment and then said, "Last vinter on a 

very cold day, I vas vaiting for de bus, but it vas too cultivate, so I 

took the subvay home."  

 

A pious man who had reached the age of 105 suddenly stopped 

going to synagogue. 

Alarmed by the old fellow's absence after so many years of faithful 

attendance the Rabbi went to see him. He found him in excellent 

health, so the Rabbi asked, "How come after all these years we 

don't see you at services anymore?" The old man looked around and lowered his voice. I'll tell you, 

Rabbi," he whispered. "When I got to be 90 I expected G-d to take me any day. But then I got to be 95, 

then 100, then 105. So I figured that G-d is very busy and must have forgotten about me ..... and I don't 

want to remind Him.  

 

There was a young couple who the night before they were to be married, were both tragically killed in an 

automobile accident. They found themselves at the pearly gates of heaven being escorted in by an Angel. 

After a couple of weeks in heaven, the prospective groom took the Angel aside and said, "Listen, my 

fiance and I am very happy to be in heaven but we miss very much the opportunity to have celebrated 

our wedding vows. Is it possible for people in heaven to get married?" 

 

The Angel looked at him and said, "I'm sorry, I've never heard of anyone in heaven wanting to get 

married. I'm afraid you'll have to talk to the Hashem Almighty about that. I can get you an appointment 

for two weeks from Wednesday." 

 

Come the appointed day, the couple were escorted by the guardian angels into the presence of Hashem, 

where they repeat the request. The Lord looked at them solemnly and said, "I tell you what, wait five 

years and if you still want to get married, come back and we will talk about it again." 

 

Well five years went by, and the couple still very much wanting to get married, came back. Again the L-rd 

G-d Almighty said, "Please you must wait another five years and then I will consider your request." 

 

Finally, they come before Hashem the third time, ten years after their first request, and ask the Lo-rd 

again. This time the Lord answered, "Yes, you may marry. This Sunday at 2:00 p.m., we will have a 

beautiful chupah in the main sanctuary. The reception will be on me!" 

 

The wedding went beautifully, all the guests thought the bride was beautiful. Moshe Rabeinu even 

brought some flowers from the Nile River Delta and Leah and Rachel were in the wedding party. But, you 

guessed it, the couple was married but a few weeks when they realized they had made a horrible 

mistake, they just couldn't stay married to one another. 

 

So they made another appointment to see the Hashem, this time to ask if they could get a divorce in 

heaven. When the Lord heard their request, he looked at them and said, "Look, it took us ten years to 

find a Rabbi up here in heaven; do you  have any idea how long it'll take to find a lawyer?"  
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Laughter….The Best Medicine 
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        Chefs Corner 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Zesty Spinach Omelet 

 

Spinach is a nutritional powerhouse, and red bell peppers are packed with vitamins C and A, 

which are powerful disease-fighting antioxidants that may help fight disease. 

• 2 Tbsp chopped onion 

• 2 Tbsp chopped red bell pepper, plus more for garnish (optional) 

• 2 Tbs chopped mushrooms 

• 1 c fresh spinach 

• 1 Tbs chopped jalapeno pepper (wear plastic gloves when handling) 

• 1 Tbs shredded mozzarella cheese, divided 

• 2 egg whites, lightly beaten 

•  

Heat a medium nonstick skillet coated with cooking spray over medium heat. Cook the onion for 

2 minutes, or until softened. Stir in the bell pepper and mushroom; cook for 2 minutes, or until 

tender. Add the spinach and cook, covered, for 2 minutes, or until wilted. Stir in the jalapeno. 

Transfer the vegetables to a plate. Sprinkle with half of the mozzarella and cover with a lid to 

keep warm. 

Pour the egg whites into the same skillet coated with cooking spray. Cook until the eggs are just 

set in the center, tilting the skillet and lifting the edges of the omelet with a spatula to let the 

uncooked portion flow underneath, about 3 minutes. Sprinkle the remaining mozzarella and the 

vegetables over half of the omelet. Fold the omelet over the filling and transfer to a plate. 

Garnish with bell pepper, if using. 

PREP TIME: 10 minutes 

TOTAL TIME: 20 minutes 

SERVINGS: 1    
 

by Gitta Bixenspanner  
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Our new variety of classes in our weekly Series 

   

Our lessons probe the depth of contemporary Torah thought, with a special focus on issues              

surrounding spirituality, the human psyche, love and interpersonal relationships. Every experience   

offers meaningful and timely lessons – from the most timeless of texts. You will walk away surprised, 

inspired, and knowing more about who we are as Jews, and who you are as an individual. We invite 

you to browse through the topics in this catalogue of classes below and join us for a weekly dose of 

uplifting Jewish study. If you find any topics that you think may  be of interest to your friends, please   

encourage them to come along. Checkout our variety of classes on page 21 



PHOTOS OF THE MONTH  

Women’s Rosh Chodesh Evening with special speaker Mrs Elka Feldman of Sydney  

Cheder Sunday School with Kids learning about Tu-Bishvat and how a mezuzah is made 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR MARCH  
 

 

Lydia Migal           2nd 

 

David Abeshouse           5th 

 

Stella Goldberg           8th 

 

Alan Klevansky            9th 

 

Denise Eliakim  12th 

 

Susan Brutman  14th 

 

Rose Nightingale           14th 

 

Lynne Spanner           22nd        

 

Clare Hogarty  22nd                 

 

Isaac Zulaikha  24th 

 

Betty Semp            25th  

 

Jodie Foster  30th 

YAHRTZEIT OBSERVANCE 
FOR THE MONTH OF  

Adar 2   -  March     
 

23rd Adar – 3rd March 
Simon Kugler- Father of Liz Linton 

 

27th Adar-7th March 
Sam Sekler-Father of Janette Kornhauser 

A
N
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O
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N

C
E
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E

N
T

S
 

WE THANK THE  
FOLLOWING FOR THEIR 

ALIYA OFFERING  
 

 

Isaac Zulaikha 

A. Tugendhaft 

A. Greenfield 

Barry Kave 

Yehuda Cohen 

Zelig Berkhut 

Andrew Berkhut 

Mr.Kinglsey 

Gideon  Josefberg 

Mr. Fixler 

Mr. Honig 

Derek Abraham 

Frank Goldstein 

Gerald Moses 

I. Fishman 

Mr. Nossbaum 

George Pollak 

Mr. Jotkowitz 

Pinchas Cohen 

David Rebibou 

Gary Zelcer 

 
 

 
Refuah Sheleyma-                        
speedy recovery  

  

 

Henry  Malecki, John 

Goldstein,  Stan Maredeen, 

Lynn Santer & Rose 

Nightingale  
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Condolences  

We extend our condolences to the entire 

Szabason family on the sad passing of Joe 

who was our long standing member,  board 

member and friend of many years.  May the 

entire family  be blessed with years filled 

with good health,  happiness and simchos. 

Condolences  
 

 

 

We extend our condolences to the entire 

Ventura and Zelcer family on the sad 

passing of Alan.  May the entire family  be 

blessed with years filled with good 

health,  happiness and simchos.  



 
If undeliverable return to: 
 
The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 
P. O. Box 133 
Surfers Paradise  4217 
Queensland,  Australia 
 
 
                                                                                                       100003857     
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