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First Seder: 
Friday Evening, 22 April, at 6:30pm  
 
Second Seder: 
Saturday Evening, 23 April, at 6:30pm  
 
At the Katranski Communal Hall,  
34 Hamilton Ave. Surfers Paradise. 
For more info & booking please contact our office 
Tel. 5570 1851   or email: gchc@westnet.com.au   

 
 
 

Prices are per person only: 
  

$75.00 members.    
$85.00 Non-Members   

Students : $50.00   
Children: $45.00       

 
Please book early as seats          

are limited.   
 

RSVP by 15 April, 2016  

 
 
 
 

The Gold Coast Hebrew 
Congregation invites you to 

experience the Holiday warmth,  
songs , lively atmosphere,  and a 

delicious Passover Feast. 

PESACH 
SEDER 
Welcoming  everyone 

BH 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another beautiful Purim celebration with a lot of  
wonderful children, good food and lots of noise and fun 
took place this past week. Everyone had a fantastic time. 
Kol -Hakavod to all. 
 
We are getting ready now for Pesach and would  like to 
encourage all of you to call the office and book for our 
Seder Nights if you intend to share the Seder with us in 
Shule. Don't wait until the last days to do it. Thank you. 
 
The shop is also getting ready with all the Kosher 
L'Pesach goods from the second week of April. Check the 
newsletter for our intended timetable and other 
informations about Pesach. 
 
I would like to bring to your attention that lately it is 
becoming more difficult to have a minyan for our 
morning services and Friday night services. Either 
because some of our regulars moved interstate and 
some sadly passed on. Please help us by joining our 
minyan, this is your way of helping our Shule and our 
Rabbi who spend a lot of time calling everyone but 
without always succeeding.  
 
A Minyan is very important and we need to pull together 
to make it work. So please call me or the Rabbi and 
together we will organise a roaster to make sure that we 
have a minyan on Monday, Thursday, Rosh-Chodesh and 
Shabbat night. 
 
I count on you to take this request very seriously, and I 
thank you in advance for your commitment. 
 
Hope to see you all in Shule for Pesach. 
David Rebibou 
 President GCHC 
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SYNAGOGUE NOTICES 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: 
8:30am  – 1:00pm 
 
SHOP HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday , and  Friday: 9:30am –           
1:00pm 
 
SERVICE PRAYER TIMES 
 
WEEKDAYS  
Shacharit: Monday & Thursday - 6:30am 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday - 6:55am 
 
SHABBAT  
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday at 5:30pm 
Shacharit: 9:00am. Shiur-class at 8:40am 
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 5:30pm 
 
SUNDAY AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Shacharit: 8:00am 
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 5:30pm 
 
 
 
THE GOLD COAST HEBREW CONGREGATION 
 
ADDRESS 
34 Hamilton Ave,  Surfers Paradise 
P.O. Box 133.   Surfers Paradise, Qld  4217 
 
OFFICE 
Administrator - Belinda Werb 
Phone: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712 
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au 
 
RABBI NIR GUREVITCH 
Mobile: 0419 392 818 
Email: ngurvtch@ozemail.com.au 
 
PRESIDENT 
David Rebibou 
Email: davidrebibou@icloud.com 
Phone: 0449 988 398 
 
WEBSITE: http://www.goldcoasthc.org.au 
 

 
 

 

THE GUIDE FOR JEWISH  

EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES  
 
 

 
Monday  - weekly at 7:30pm - Assorted Topics 
and  Kabbalah @ the Shule’s Katranski Hall 
 
Thursday Talmud class  - 7:00pm at the Rabbi’s 
home.  
 
Shabbat afternoon Topical insights: @ 5:30pm 
  
Personalised learning with the Rabbi - Please tel. 
Rabbi Gurevitch 0419 392 818 
 
Women Learning Classes with Rebbetzin Dina 
Gurevitch- Please tel. 0405 100 149  
 
Women Rosh Chodesh Group - takes place every 
Jewish new month where women of all 
backgrounds and affiliation come together to 
learn, schmooze and enjoy a scrumptious  supper 
and interesting speaker. To join us please contact 
our office on 5570 1851 or Rebbetzin Dina 
Gurevitch on 0405 100 149  
 
After School Cheder - Every Sunday during 
school term from 9:30am - 11:30am. For ages     
5-13 
    
At Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation. 35 Markwell 
Ave entrance, Surfers Paradise 
 
During your school hours - We come to you 
 
Surfers Paradise State School - Every Wednesday 
@ 11:50am   
 
Benowa State School - Every Friday @ 10:00am    
 
Bellevue Park State School - Every Thursday @ 
1:55pm    
 

 

 



Remembering and telling. Two different, but related 
activities. Perhaps we can distinguish them as follows: 
Remembering is something we do with ourselves, telling 
is something we do with others. When we say to 
someone, "Do you remember when...?" and they reply, 
"Yes" and that's the end of the interaction - they're 
remembering. But when they say, "Yes. We were in such
-and-such a place and you wore such-and-such, etc.," 
they're telling. We start reliving the event together. 

In addition, remembering can be general, even vague. "I 
remember we went to that historic site, but I don't 
remember much about it." Memories can lack detail. 
Stories, to be real stories, cannot. The telling is in the 
details. We will be satisfied with a generalized 
remembering; we insist on details in the telling. 

This brings us to Passover. Regarding the Exodus from 
Egypt, we actually have two separate mitzvot 
(commandments). We have a mitzva to remember the 
Exodus every day and we have a mitzva to tell the story 
of the Exodus - in detail - on the night of Passover. 

So we can ask, what's the difference here? Why do we 
have to tell the story of the Exodus specifically on the 
night it happened, but every other day, we only have to 
remember it?  

Why not retell the story every day, or be satisfied with 
just remembering it on Passover as well? After all, 
cleaning the house, having a festive meal - all the changes 
we make for Passover even without the special hagada 
should be reminder enough. 

We can answer the question, why make a distinction, 
thus: A unique day in our lives - a birthday or an 
anniversary, for example - helps define who we are and 
what our purpose is. The same is true of a nation. 
Passover is the day when the Jewish people became a 
free nation, became G-d's nation. So the yearly 
anniversary of that event draws forth the special nature 
of the day. 

But still, every day we must remember who we are and 
why we're here. For that, the general remembrance 
suffices. 

The difference goes deeper, of course. Every day of the 
year it's sufficient to remember that we are no longer 
enslaved, that we are not under the authority of a 
Pharaoh, then or now. On Passover itself, however, we 
must emphasize the "wonders and miracles." Telling the 
story emphasizes not just freedom in nature, but freedom 
from nature. As Jews we are not just free of temporal 
authority, we transcend it. 

During the year we remember that we went out of Egypt - 
we stopped being slaves, left servitude behind. On 
Passover we tell the story of how we became free, how G-
d separated us from the nations. 

And really, that's the two-part process of Redemption. 
First, we leave behind - go out from - that which restrains 
us. First, there is the Exodus, the departure from 
hindrances to living a totally Jewish lifestyle. Then there is 
the Redemption itself, the becoming a free nation, 
becoming G-d's people, becoming, on an individual level, 
a Jew immersed in Judaism. 

May we soon experience the culmination of the Exodus 
from Egypt, the final Redemption, about which we are 
promised, "Like in the days of your going forth from 
Egypt, I will show you wonders." 

With blessings for a kosher and ahppy Pesach, 
 Rabbi Nir Gurevitch  

Remembering and Telling 
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Yisrael Kristal, a resident of Haifa who survived 
Auschwitz, was handed a certificate by the Guinness 
World Records. 

It’s official: The oldest man in the world is Israeli 
Holocaust survivor Yisrael Kristal, age 112. Kristal, a 
resident of Haifa who survived Auschwitz, was handed a 
certificate by the Guinness World Records on Friday 
according him the status as the oldest known man on 
the planet. 

The recognition was first reported by the British 
newspaper The Guardian. 

A grandson of Kristal was contacted in January by the US
-based Gerontology Research Group following the death 
of Yasutaro Koide in Japan, who was also 112. 
 
According to the organization, Kristal is now the oldest 
living man on record, although this still needs to be 
validated by his documentation. 
 
Kristal was born on September 15, 1903, to a religious 
family in the town of Zarnov in the Lodz province of 
Poland, then part of the Russian Empire. His mother died 
in 1910. His father was a Torah scholar and Kristal 
himself went to heder, or religious primary school, until 
the age of 11. During the First World War, Kristal’s father 
was forced into military service with the Russian Army, 
but survived the war and returned home.    

Israel- 
Yisrael Kristal, Holocaust survivor 
from Israel, is world's oldest man 

By JPOST.COM STAFF, JEREMY SHARON  

Kristal married and had two children, eventually moving 
to Lodz, where he established a successful candy factory. 
 
Following the Nazi invasion of Poland and the occupation 
of Lodz, Kristal was moved into the Lodz ghetto with his 
family but was allowed to continue operating his factory. 
 
His two children died in the Lodz Ghetto before its 
liquidation, while Kristal and his wife were sent to 
Auschwitz. Kristal’s wife was murdered there, but he 
survived doing forced labor in the concentration camp 
and other camps as well. 
 
After the war he returned to Lodz and reestablished his 
candy factory, marrying again in 1947. 
 
In 1950, he made aliya with his wife and their infant son, 
Haim, and settled in Haifa, where he has remained ever 
since. The couple had a daughter, Shula, and Kristal, doing 
what he knew, established a candy factory in the city 
called Kristal’s Sweets. 
 
He has remained religious throughout his life, putting on 
tefillin and praying every day, reciting the prayers by 
heart since his eyesight is poor. 
 
“The Holocaust did not affect his beliefs,” his daughter, 
Shula Kuperstoch, told The Jerusalem Post.  “He believes 
he was saved because that’s what God wanted. He is not 
an angry person, he is not someone who seeks an 
accounting. He believes everything has a reason in the 
world,” she said. 
 
“My father is someone who is always happy. He is 
optimistic, wise, and he values what he has,” Kristal’s 
daughter continued.  “His attitude to life is: Everything in 
moderation,” she said. “He eats and sleeps moderately, 
and says that a person should always be in control of his 
own life and not have his life control him, as far as this is 
possible.” 
 
Kuperstoch said that her father does not ascribe 
particular importance to his advanced age, seeing it as 
just the simple circumstances of his life and nothing 
especially unusual. He attributes his extreme longevity to 
God, and believes that his old age is simply a form of 
divine grace that has been bestowed upon him. 
 
“He says that if he had created some medicine to extend 
life then it would be something notable,” said Kuperstoch. 
“But his attitude is that he has just lived his life, and 
reached this age, it’s just his reality, it wasn’t in his hands. 
That’s what he believes.”  
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Yisrael Kristal . (photo credit:COURTESY OF FAMILY)  
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A month before Passover  

· Begin learning about Passover and studying its laws. 

· Begin the house cleaning process. Methodically    
inspect and rid every part of your home of any traces of 
chametz. Be on the lookout for crumbs of all sorts,     
hidden stashes of crunchy chocolate, fermented drinks 
(nearly all are made with grain), etc. Make a list of all the 
rooms in your house, and cross off each one as you   
complete  it. Enforce the pre-Passover house rules: No 
food may leave the kitchen. After eating, clothes must 
be brushed off and hands thoroughly washed. 

· Set aside a special space or spaces to stash the 
chametz you will be selling for the duration of Passover 
(see next item). This can be a closet, a cabinet in the 
kitchen, or a room in the basement, as long as it can be 
locked and inaccessible to you for all of Passover. 

· Arrange for the selling of your chametz. Fill out a 
form and bring it to your Rabbi, delegating to him the 
task of selling your chametz before Passover. (You can 
also sell your chametz online.) 

Buy the Passover essentials: purchase your matzah and 
wine in advance, and store it in a place where it is        
absolutely safe from any contact with any chametz. If 
you're not making a Seder at home, our shule has       
reserved a place for you! Ring our office on 5570 1851  
to book. 

A few days before Passover 

 
 

· Begin work on making your kitchen "Kosher for 
Passover." Put away all utensils that have been used 
year-round, and lock or seal those cabinets. Put away 
all non-kosher-for-Passover food, and seal those      
cabinets. Once your kitchen is completely clean, do the 
special procedure to kosher your kitchen and              
appliances for Passover.  

Now that your kitchen is clean and all your non-kosher-
for-Passover food put away, you will only be able to 
prepare and eat kosher-for-Passover foods there. If 
you're not ready to start eating only kosher-for-
Passover food yet, you can buy  ready-prepared food 
and eat it outside of the house, or in a place that will be 
"sold" for the duration of Passover. 

· Take stock of your Passover inventory. Take out 
any special-for-Passover dishes or silver from where 
they are stored. Polish the silver. Make sure you have 
Haggadah's for the seder. 

· Do your Passover shopping. Buy the seder          
ingredients, plus general food for Passover. Store these 
in your newly cleaned refrigerator and cabinets- empty, 
of course, of any non-Passover food. You can now    
begin cooking for the holiday in your Kosher-for-
Passover kitchen. 

Make sure that your holiday clothes and shoes are 
ready, ironed, and polished. Treat yourself to          
something new - an outfit, shoes, or even just a tie. 

Passover Guide                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

A quick overview of the Passover process      



   
Thursday night - 21 April-24 hours before Passover: 
 
· Do the ritual search for chametz. Take a candle, a 
spoon, and a feather, and search the house for any    
remaining or forgotten chametz. 

• Friday morning - 22 April: 
 
· If you are a first-born son, or the father of a first-
born son under the age of Bar Mitzvah, participate in a 
Siyyum or other mitzvah feast, in order to be absolved of 
the ’fast of the first born” 

· The deadline for eating chametz is at 9:24am.  Past 
this point, no chametz is eaten until after the festival. 
The deadline for getting rid of chametz is at 10:35am. 
(By this time, all cabinets and areas containing chametz 
that will be sold should be sealed.) 

· Burn any leftover Chametz that is not being sold, 
including anything that was found Sunday night at the 
Search for the Chametz. Recite the “nullification      
statement”  renouncing all ownership of any chametz 
that may still remain in your possession. 

• Friday afternoon: 
 
· Prepares for the Seder. Ready the items for the    
Seder plate, set the table, and do last minute things for 
the Seder meal. 

Light the festival candles at 5:05pm to usher in the     
holiday.  

 
• Friday night  - 22 April: 
 
· Go to the synagogue for the evening holiday       
services, which include the special addition of the Hallel 
prayer. 

· Hold the first Passover seder Follow the 15 steps of 
the Hagaddah, recite the Haggadah, tell and relive the 
story of the exodus, and enjoy the Matzah, wine, and 
bitter herbs. Make sure to eat the Afikoman by         
midnight. 

• Saturday morning  - 23 April: 
 
· Go to the synagogue for the Passover prayer      
services  (which include a special prayer for dew) and 
Torah reading. 

• Saturday night   
 
· The Omer Count  begins tonight. Outside the Holy 
Land, tonight begins a second day of Yom Tov 
(hallowed festival day) which is basically a repeat of the 
first. Light the festival candles from a pre-existing flame 
(as it is forbidden to create a new flame on Yom Tov) 
after nightfall. The entire Seder is repeated tonight. 
(This time, however, there's no midnight deadline; you 
can go on until morning.) The next day, is the second 
festival day; go to the synagogue for the special      
Passover prayers and Torah reading.  

• Sunday night 24 April 
 

We've now entered the four “intermediate days” of 
Passover. Perform the Havdalah ritual (sans incense 
and candle) marking the close of the first days of the 
holiday. Celebrate the intermediate days with matzah, 
kosher-for-Passover cooking, family trips (in the newly 
cleaned car), and more retelling of the Exodus story.  
 
It's still Passover, so we don't eat, own, or derive       
enjoyment from Chametz, but most activities            
prohibited the first and last two days are permitted. 
We also add special passages to our prayers: Hallel, 
Yaaleh Veyavo, and Musaf. 
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• Thursday evening - 28 April  
 
· Tonight begin the final two festival days  of Passover. 
Light candles at 5:00pm, and enjoy festival meals       
Thursday night, Friday and Saturday. Light candles again 
on Friday at 4:59pm. here is a custom to stay awake the 
night of the Splitting of the Sea and study Torah 
throughout the night. 

• Saturday morning –30 April  
 
· Yizkor , the memorial prayer for departed parents 
and loved ones, is recited following the reading of the 
Torah during the morning prayer service. 

• Saturday afternoon: 
 
· As the day wanes, spend the final hours of Passover 
with “Moshiach’s Meal” - a special feast in honour of the 
Redemption. We've spent eight days celebrating the 
exodus from Egypt. Now, as we leave Passover, we pray 
for the exodus from our present exile and a brighter   
tomorrow. 

• Saturday night: at 5:52pm 
 
At nightfall, the Passover holiday comes to an end. Make 
Havdalah over a cup of  wine. Put away the Passover 
dishes, Haggadahs, and all other Passover items, locking 
them away until next year. Then, ... you can once again 
enjoy chametz food and drinks, and feast on pizza, 
bread, beer - anything kosher. But as you do, don't     
forget the eight days of freedom you've just                  
experienced, and remember that throughout the year, 
as you enjoy all your leavened food, you still carry a bit 
of the Matzah spirit with you! 

================================== 
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Form of Bequest 
When making a will 

 
I  
 

Address 
 
 

Give and bequeath to the Gold Coast Hebrew 
Congregation Inc. of 34 Hamilton Avenue 
Surfers Paradise Queensland (P.O. Box 133 
Surfers Paradise, 4217 ) the sum of $ 
 
Free from all duties, to be applied to the general 
purposes of the Congregation and I declare that 
a receipt therefore signed by the President or 
Treasurer for the time being of the Gold Coast 
Hebrew Congregation Inc. shall be full and 
sufficient discharge for this bequest. 
 
Why should I remember the Gold Coast 
Hebrew Congregation in my will? 

 
 
 

You care deeply about Jewish continuity on the 
Gold Coast and want to see Judaism flourish in 
our community. The Gold Coast Hebrew 
Congregation is serving our local community 
today and will continue to serve generations 
into the future. This gift can, in some 
circumstances, be greater than anything you 
could donate during a lifetime.  Thank you in 
advance for this generous contribution. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation  
Pesach Shop  

 
Dear Friends, 
 
As Passover is quickly approaching, the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation once again will 
stock Queensland’s largest range of Pesach goods at the best prices. Please come in and 
check out the range. If you require something special then please let us know as soon as 
possible. We shall be stocking a full range of chickens, fish products, smallgoods and cold 
cuts, dairy, dips, and of course all the other products associated with Pesach.  Also a full 
range of Haggadot, Kiddush cups, Seder plates and more will be available.  
 
Come and check out the range and prices. Some are even better than in Melbourne &      
Sydney! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE ENTER THROUGH 35 MARKWELL AVE. 

  
  
Monday 4th April  9.30-1.00 
Tuesday 5th April  9.30-1.00 
Wednesday 6th April  9.30-1.00 
Thursday 7th April 9.00-4.00 
Friday 8th April  9.30-1.00 
Sunday 10th April  9.30-4.00 
Monday 11th April  9.30-1.00 
Tuesday 12th April  9.30-1.00 
Wednesday 13th April  9.30-3.30 

Friday 15th April  9.30-1.00 
Sunday  17th April  9.00-4.00 
Monday 18th April  9.30-1.00 
Tuesday 19th April  9.30-1.00 
Wednesday 20th April  9.30-3.30 
Thursday 21st April 9.30-1.00 
Friday 22nd April  9.30-1.00 
Monday 25th April  9.30-1.00 
Tuesday 26th April  9.30-1.00 
Wednesday 27th April  9.30-1.00 
Thursday 28th April 9.30-12.00 

    

Our Pesach shop will once again be open on the following days; 

We wish you and your family, a happy & healthy Kosher Passover 

 
 

For more information please contact us on - Tel  5570 1851 
 
 

Please call or email first to check food deliveries 

Thursday 14th April                  9.30-1.00 
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Children & Family communal Model  Seder 

 

 

Presented by Rabbi and Dina Gurevitch with our Talmud Torah Hebrew School children 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, 17 April at 10:00pm              
 
 
 
 

At our Cheder classes  
35  Markwell Ave. Surfers Paradise      

 
 
 

Have your last piece of cake on the house...  
 
 

Followed by a Traditional  Communal Burning of the Chametz. 

 
 

Bring the whole family to take part in this  
traditional custom of burning the Chamets. 

 
 
 

Friday, 22 April, 2016  at 10:00am 
 
 
 

Back entrance of the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 35  Markwell Ave.             
Surfers Paradise 

A unique hands-on opportunity for parents and children to learn  about our Traditional 
Seder and how it is done.  This activity is recommended for all school children, older 

students and the entire family alike. So come along and bring your friends to our 
Model Seder 
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Pesach times for the Gold  
Coast Jewish Community  

2016 - 5776 
 
SEARCH FOR CHAMETZ: 
Bedikat Chametz 
 
 
 
FAST OF THE FIRST BORN: 
 
 
REMOVAL, NULLIFYING & 
BURNING OF CHAMETZ: 
Biur - Bitul Chametz. 
 
 
SELLING OF CHAMETZ: 
Mechirat Chametz. 
 
 
LATEST TIME FOR EATING 
CHAMETZ: 
 
 
THE SEDER: 
 
 
 
PESACH FINISHES: 

 
- Thursday, 21 April  after 6:00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Friday, 22 April . Siyum in Shule        
  following service at 6:55am  
 
 
- Friday, 22 April. before 10:35am 
Burning at Markwell Ave at 10:00am 
 
 
- Before  Friday, 22 April, 10:35am. The 
Rabbi should be empowered to sell the 
Chametz well before this time. 
 
 
 
 

- Friday, 22 April,  until 9:24am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- The Seder should not begin until 
6:00pm on Friday & Saturday evening, 
22-23  April   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, 30 April 5:52pm 

  
 

The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 
 wishes you and your family, a happy  

 & healthy Kosher Passover. 
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- Kosher Meals at all GC                   
Public   Hospitals' -  

 
We would like to inform everyone that a       
service has been implemented in which any      
Jewish  patient at any Gold Coast Public       
hospital can request Kosher food which will be 
supplied by the hospital.  Please relate this to 
anyone you know who has been admitted to 
hospital so they can take advantage of this 
service 

JNS.org – When Asher Willner, a senior at Yeshiva 
University High School of Los Angeles (YULA), started a 
senior year engineering project in his father’s optical 
communications laboratory at the University of 
Southern California, he couldn’t envision where it would 
transmit him. But next week, beginning March 15, Asher 
will present his research at the Intel Science Talent 
Search competition as one of 40 finalists among 1,750 
applicants. 

“When I submitted my application, it was just to see 
what would happen,” says Asher, who is the contest’s 
only Orthodox Jewish finalist as well as its only finalist 
from a Jewish day school of any denomination. “I didn’t 
expect much — this is very exciting.” 

For his project, Asher worked with Ph.D.-track graduate 
student mentors to encode digital data by rapidly 
changing the “twisted” shape of a laser beam, with 
different shapes representing different data bit 
sequences. 

“We’re always trying to increase data transmission 
capacity,” Asher tells JNS.org. 

The results of his project allow for the transmission of 20 
billion bits of data in one second, resulting in increased 
data capacity. Twenty-billion bits is the equivalent of a 
full-length movie. 

Asher says his engineering inspiration comes from years 
of watching his father at work in the lab —  

Innovations- 
A (Laser) Light Unto the Nations 

Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman / JNS.org 

though admittedly, it wasn’t until he was much older that 
he actually understood what his father does for a living — 
and from the two years he spent participating in the CIJE-
Tech Program at YULA. 

CIJE-Tech is a project-based, two-year program focusing 
on scientific and biomedical engineering. Developed by 
the Center for Initiatives in Jewish Education, CIJE-Tech 
exposes students to a diverse range of science and 
technical knowledge areas, while helping to develop 
abstract thinking, leadership, and teamwork skills. 

Judy Lebovits, vice president and director of CIJE, explains 
that CIJE-Tech tries to instill in student participants self-
confidence and a drive to try new things. 
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New - Mums and Bubs Get Together!!! 

All mothers and toddlers are invited to a     
morning of fun, learning, Jewish Arts and crafts 

and songs.  Incorporating Jewish festivals,    
Alef- bet and games. 

Every Monday at 10am, at Katranski Hall,            
35 Markwel Ave. Surfers Paradise 

$10 to cover snacks and arts & crafts 

-Every Welcome -  



There are bullet holes on apartment blocks, civil buildings 
and places of worship. Even the tombstones in the Jewish 
cemetery are pockmarked. Located high on the hillside 
overlooking Sarajevo, the graveyard presented itself as 
the perfect frontline position during the city’s siege in the 
1990s.  

Its graves bear silent witness to the Serbian snipers who 
hid behind them as they rained down fire on the city 
nestled in the valley below. On the day of my visit — 
despite the heavy cloud and drizzle — Sarajevo’s 
geographical vulnerability was obvious. 
 
Last October the Jewish community marked 450 years in 
Bosnia with a series of anniversary events held in the 
capital; these were attended by a cross section of society. 
I had traveled there together with a delegation from the 
U.K. humanitarian charity World Jewish Relief, many of 
whose members had been involved with the Sarajevo 
community during the civil war and have since continued 
to play a part in its development. 
 
Sarajevo’s association with war stretches back to events 
more than a century ago. It was here that Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand was assassinated in June 1914 — shots that 
triggered the World War I. Yet, despite its turbulent 
history and battle-scarred landscape, Sarajevo is 
renowned for its extraordinary cultural and religious 
diversity. In the center of the city there is a junction 
between two main streets where mosques, synagogues, 
churches and Orthodox and Catholic cathedrals all jostle 
for space.  

Culture - 
 
 
 
 

The Secret Jewish History              
of Bosnia and Sarajevo 
By Anne Joseph. Forward 

This convergence of religion and culture has caused 
Sarajevo to be called the “Jerusalem of the Balkans.” 
Since their arrival from Spain in the 16th century, it is 
one of the few places in Europe where Jews have lived in 
relative harmony with their Muslim, Orthodox Christian 
and Catholic neighbors. 
 
Throughout the centuries, Bosnian Jews have had to 
manage the challenge of being a minority within a 
complex interethnic puzzle in a region affected by war, 
Tito’s brand of communism and then — in the 1990s — 
sectarian conflict. But the Jews of Sarajevo are aware 
that they now have to face a new challenge: 
regeneration. 
 
“Twelve babies have been born since last May,” 
explained Elma Softic-Kaunitz, secretary general of the 
Jewish community in Bosnia-Herzegovina, “in 
comparison to no more than 10 in the last 20 years. 
There is no doubt that there will be a Jewish 
kindergarten in this city one day.” 
 
This baby boom is largely due to the return of a younger 
generation that, as children, had been sent away during 
the 1992–96 civil war, many of them to Israel. Although 
this emerging generation is a source of pride and 
optimism, the biggest effort, Softic-Kaunitz says, is to 
keep these children within the community, to give them 
the opportunity to develop their Jewish traditions and to 
raise them as Jews,. But, she said, “this is not an easy 
task, as most babies are from mixed marriages.” 
 
Over lunch in Sarajevo’s old town, Igor Kozemjakin, 36, 
says that he believes the kindergarten is “a reachable 
dream.” Passionate about Jewish learning, he wants his 
toddler daughter to receive a Jewish education. 
 
Kozemjakin is regarded as one of the community’s young 
leaders, and he is committed to its growth and survival. 
He was raised in Sarajevo, and his parents and 
grandmother were active members of its Jewish 
community:  
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His father was secretary general and is the community’s 
current president. When war broke out in 1992, 
Kozemjakin was just 10 years old. His grandmother took 
him and her three other grandchildren to Belgrade for 
safety. Kozemjakin’s parents, like many others, had 
expected the war to be over within a few weeks. 
Eventually the boy was sent to Split, Croatia, and then on 
to Israel, where he stayed until 2001. 
 
Kozemjakin had been in the Israel Defense Forces for two 
years when his parents told him that they needed him 
back in Sarajevo. When he returned he immediately 
became involved in Jewish communal life, a decision 
that, he said, he does not regret. “There is a future here. 
We have to change minds — not to think about numbers 
but create quality, not quantity.” 
 
Kozemjakin met his Ukrainian wife, Anna Petruchek, a 
teacher and artist, at Paideia, a Jewish education 
institute in Sweden. They are both ambitious for the 
community in Sarajevo. Its future, he thinks, depends on 
the availability of education. “Jewish education is 
essential, especially for children [in nursery school]. 
Informal education is not enough.” 
 
He works for the Inter-religious Council in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, a large interfaith organization, and, in the 
absence of a rabbi, helps lead synagogue services. The 
community recognizes that he has more religious 
knowledge than most, he says — he and Petruchek 
translated the siddur into Bosnian — and Kozemjakin is 
considering training to become a rabbi. 
 

Continue….Culture - 

 
 
 

The Secret Jewish History of                   
Bosnia  and Sarajevo 
 

The Jewish community in Bosnia currently numbers 
1,000 people, 700 of whom live in Sarajevo. There is an 
active Sunday school for 3–12 year olds, youth and 
student clubs, and a Jewish newspaper that produces 
four or five issues a year and is put together by 
volunteers, Softic-Kaunitz explained. Young people are 
represented on the board of the presidency, and there 
are different committees that address matters such as 
religious life and social care. 
 
However, problems of a national, domestic nature 
impact the future of the Jewish community. According to 
Kozemjakin, the current economic situation is its 
greatest challenge. Political stagnation, a weak economy 
and high unemployment — some sources estimate it to 
be at 64% — mean that many young, educated people 
find it difficult to get jobs, and therefore consider leaving 
to seek opportunities abroad. 
 
“Those who are ambitious will leave,” said Vladimir 
Andrle, 30, a professional musicologist who is working as 
a program manager for the Conference on Jewish 
Material Claims Against Germany (or Claims 
Conference), an organization that secures compensation 
and restitution for Holocaust survivors and their families. 
Many of his friends have already left, he says. He wants 
to go to Austria or Germany, believing that he can 
achieve a better quality of life there. He also thinks he 
would be better able to help his family financially. “I 
can’t fulfill my ambitions here,” he said simply. 
 
A 2013 survey revealed that 81% of all young people 
would leave the country “tomorrow,” given the chance. 
The main reason for wanting to move was lack of 
employment prospects. According to the magazine 
Balkan Insight, in 2013 official statistics showed that one 
out of three unemployed people in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
was younger than 30. 
 
Brothers M, 22, and D, 27, also share concerns regarding 
their future in Sarajevo. The elder is a qualified engineer, 
specializing in robotics. Although he is employed, 
opportunities in his field would be better abroad, in the 
private sector, he explains. He would leave Sarajevo, but 
his girlfriend, an only child, does not feel able to leave 
her parents behind. 
 
“I would love to continue my studies in Japan,” M 
admitted with a boyish grin. A high-achieving economics 
student, he is exploring his possibilities. “Dream big,” he 
advised, laughing, “because you never know.” 
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The Secret Jewish History of                   
Bosnia  and Sarajevo 
 

Finci denies that there is increased Islamophobia in 
Bosnia, unlike in the rest of Europe. The country has a 
majority Sunni Muslim population. Moderate Islam is 
mainstream and has been for the past 500 years, 
Kozemjakin pointed out: “Radical Islam is an intruder in 
Bosnian society.” 
 
That is not to say that relations are always tension-free. 
Events in the Middle East can have an effect on Bosnia. 
During the last Gaza conflict there were pro-Palestinian 
demonstrations in the city, Finci says, but as a mark of 
respect, such demonstrations were never held near the 
community center. 
 
The Holocaust had a profound effect on the community: 
before World War II there were a reported 14,000 Jews 
in Bosnia, 12,000 of them in Sarajevo. After the war, 
about 2,000 returned. With this devastating loss of life 
went Sephardic traditions such as the use of Ladino, or 
Judeo-Spanish. In the 1930s it had been the language of 
the community, spoken at home. Now, Softic-Kaunitz 
says, only five remaining elderly members speak it. 
 
When war hit Sarajevo again, in 1992, many Jewish 
families left the city. Those that stayed during the city’s 
four-year siege used their neutral status to organize 
humanitarian relief through La Benevolencija — an old 
cultural and welfare organization that had been re-
established in 1991. It operated out of the community 
center and provided food and medical supplies to the 
population, regardless of anyone’s religion or ethnicity. 
Under Finci’s leadership it also arranged the evacuation 
of more than 2,000 people in 11 mixed convoys of Serbs, 
Croats, Bosnian Muslims and Jews. Essential support and 
relief came from international Jewry, in particular from 
the Central British Fund for German Jewry, now called 
World Jewish Relief, and from the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee. 
 
Although the war in Bosnia ended nearly 20 years ago 
with the Dayton Accords, the country has remained 
divided along ethnic lines. A complex system of political 
and bureaucratic measures maintains the fragile peace. 
According to Finci, the elections held last year created 
little change, yet he hopes that the situation will 
improve; the strength and growth of the Jewish 
community is inevitably and intrinsically dependent on 
it. But despite the uncertainties and challenges, the 
survival of a Jewish community for 450 years in the 
Balkans is, Finci says, something remarkable. “Our 
intention is to stay another 450,” he said. 
 
Anne Joseph is a freelance writer based in the United 
Kingdom. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Both brothers were recipients of a stipend from 
Connections, a project that was set up 20 years ago to 
assist students in their university studies, run by WJR. 
Without it, says Andrle, who has been the Connections 
program coordinator in Sarajevo since 2009, many young 
people would have been unable to afford to study.  
 
The stipend gives the students hope for a better future, 
improves the quality of their lives and enables them to 
focus on their studies without constantly worrying about 
their financial situation. But, in a small way, it is also 
helping community development. In order to be eligible 
for the grant, students must commit to involvement in 
the Jewish community. Many are youth leaders or 
teachers in clubs or residential camps. 
 
From his office in the Jewish community center, Jakob 
Finci, president of the Jewish community in Bosnia and 
former Bosnia ambassador to Switzerland, tells me he 
believes that the community — in Sarajevo in particular 
— is characterized by a unique sense of harmony and co-
existence. “We try to live together, to stay as Jews, but 
[at the same time we] are accepting of different religions, 
different opinions.” 
 
Finci believes it is these values that have resulted in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina being free of anti-Semitism. There is 
little visible security outside the community center, 
which is unusual for a Jewish communal building. “Here, 
[in Sarajevo],” he said, “we feel very safe.” The building, 
which also houses a working synagogue, is open to 
anyone, Jews and non-Jews alike. 
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Only one other example of token honoring Emperor 
Augustus known to exist; finder turns it over to 
Antiques Authority 

A hiker recently found a 2,000-year-old Roman gold 
coin of which there is only known to be one other 
example, the Israel Antiquities Authority said 
Monday.  
 
The coin carries an image of the Emperor Augustus, 
founder of the Roman Empire, who ruled from 27 
BCE until his death in 14 CE, and was minted by 
Emperor Trajan in 107 CE. 

Only the British Museum in London has another coin 
like it, which, until the recent discovery, was thought 
to be the only one in the world. 

Laurie Rimon, of Kibbutz Kfar Blum, was hiking with 
friends in the eastern Galilee in the north of country 
when the group arrived at an archaeological site. 
Rimon saw something shiny lying on the ground in 
the grass and, after picking it up, realized she was 
holding an ancient gold coin. The group contacted 
the IAA, which quickly sent a representative out to 
the location. 

Danny Syon, a senior numismatist at the IAA, 
explained that Trajan ordered coins struck with 
images of previous Roman emperors to honor their 
memory. 

“On the reverse we have the symbols of the Roman 
legions next to the name of the ruler Trajan, and on 
the obverse – instead of an image of the emperor 
Trajan, as was usually the case, there is the portrait 
of the emperor ‘Augustus Deified,’ Syon said. “This 
coin is part of a series of coins minted by Trajan as a 
tribute to the emperors that preceded him.” 

“It was not easy parting with the coin,” Rimon 
admitted. “After all, it is not every day one 
discovers such an amazing object, but I hope I will 
see it displayed in a museum in the near future.” 

Nir Distelfeld, an inspector with the IAA Unit for the 
Prevention of Antiquities Robbery, praised Rimon 
for turning over the coin. “This is an extraordinarily 
remarkable and surprising discovery. I believe that 
soon, thanks to Laurie, the public will be able to 
enjoy this rare find.” 

The IAA plans to reward Rimon’s honesty by 
presenting her with an official certificate in 
appreciation of her good citizenship. 

Distelfeld urged members of the public who find 
ancient artifacts to contact the IAA immediately and 
arrange for a representative to meet them in the 
field so that the site of the find can be excavated. 

“That way we can also gather the relevant 
archaeological and contextual information from the 
site,” he noted. 

Archaeology-   

 
 
 

Hiker finds rare 2,000-year-old gold 
coin in northern Israel 
 
By Stuart Winer.  

A 2,000-year-old coin featuring a portrait of the emperor 
'Deified Augustus.' (Samuel Magal, courtesy of the Israel 
Antiquities Authority)  

Laurie Rimon with a 2,000-year-old coin she found whilef 
hiking. (Samuel Magal, courtesy of the Israel Antiquities 
Authority)  
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Unearthed by referencing a 1926 catalogue, the 
scroll is believed to have origins in Yemen. How it 
made its way to England, however, is a mystery. 
 

Students at the University of Cambridge held a historic 
prayer service in Trinity College’s Wren Library on 
Monday, using a 14th century Torah scroll from the 
library’s collection, which is believed to have come 
from Yemen. Over sixty people attended the 
morning shaharit service, during which a student of 
Yemenite origin chanted from the scroll in the musical 
tradition of that ancient Jewish-Yemenite community, in 
tribute to the scroll’s provenance. 

The medieval scroll was discovered in a catalogue of 
Hebrew manuscripts by Cambridge’s Israeli chaplains, 
Rabbi Yisrael Malkiel and his wife Elisheva. It took “half a 
morning” for the librarians to find it in the basement, 
where the items in the catalogue were stored, since 
nobody had sought it at least since the catalogue’s 
completion in 1926. 

Upon its discovery, Malkiel inspected the entire scroll 
together with Hebrew Bible scholar Theodor Dunkelgrün. 

History  -  

University of Cambridge Students Read From 
14th Century Torah Scroll at Morning Service 
 
By Eylon Aslan-Levy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

They discovered that the scroll was written in a 
distinctive calligraphic style not employed in centuries, 
involving special decorations called “crowns,” or tagin. 
By comparing the text side-by-side with Yemenite 
versions of the Torah (there are minor discrepancies 
between versions), Dunkelgrün concluded that while the 
scroll was acquired in Yemen, it is not a typical Yemenite 
text.  

“For centuries, Southern Arabia had been a vital node in 
a network of trade, connecting Europe and the 
Mediterranean to India,” he said, noting the scroll could 
have been written elsewhere. The scroll had entered the 
possession of Trinity College in a bequest of Hebrew 
manuscripts by former vice-master William Aldis Wright 
in 1914, but how exactly it made its way via Yemen to 
England over five hundred years remains a mystery. 

The service was the initiative of Jewish Society co-
president Gabriel Gendler, who wanted this item 
gathering dust to be restored to its original function. 
“Cambridge and other British institutions have never 
really been places that cared about the artifacts they 
collected and history it had,” he said, observing that the 
scroll had been preserved as an item of historical 
interest rather than as a sacred object. That said, Trinity 
College “absolutely loved” the idea of removing the 
scroll for a prayer service, and even paid for weeks of 
careful restoration of the aging parchment. 

Under the gaze of marble busts of Greek philosophers 
and a stained-glass window depicting Isaac Newton and 
King George III, third-year theology student Eliot Cohen 
said that “the Jewish tradition felt simultaneously 
timeless and alive,” noting the “peculiar and endearing 
fusion of cultures” on this special occasion. 

The Torah service inside Trinity College’s Wren Library. 
(Image courtesy of the author)  



The service came as Cambridge considers a campaign by 
students at Jesus College to repatriate to Nigeria a 
bronze cockerel looted from Africa in 1897. Should the 
Yemenite scroll, too, be restored to its original owners? 

“It’s a bit upsetting that such artifacts are in the 
possession of collectors rather than Jewish 
communities,” said Gendler. “But it’s not a disaster so 
long as collectors are also thinking about the [original] 
communities.” If the scroll proves to have been 
plundered, he argued, it should be restored to a Jewish 
community; but if it entered the college’s hands by licit 
means, “there’s not much reason to be angry.” (By 
coincidence, the Cambridge synagogue contains a 200-
year-old Torah scroll donated years ago by the very same 
Trinity College, and it’s still in use.) 

The Wren Library was built in 1695 to the design of Sir 
Christopher Wren, the celebrated architect the 
magnificent St Paul’s Cathedral. Its priceless treasure 
trove also contains early editions of Shakespeare, books 
from the personal collection of Sir Isaac Newton, and 
even original manuscripts of Winnie the Pooh.  

The University of Cambridge is also the home of the 
largest collection of documents from the Cairo Genizah, 
the set of Jewish manuscripts excavated from the Ben 
Ezra Synagogue in Cairo’s Fustat in 1896-97 by 
Conservative Judaism founder Dr Solomon Schechter. 

 

Continue….History  
 
 
 
 

University of Cambridge Students Read From 
14th Century Torah Scroll at Morning Service 

 - Pre Pesach L’chaim Appeal -  

 

As we get ready for Passover and remove 
all Chamets, our shule would like to assist 

you by accepting your chametz whisky as 
we are very low on for our Kiddushim and 
Simchos. If anyone would like to sponsor a 
bottle or two (or three…) we would be 
grateful.  Many Thanks in advance. 

- Mazal Tov  -  

 

To our member and friend Stela Goldberg 

for celebrating her 103rd birthday.  May you 

be blessed with years filled with good health 

and happines till 120! 

 

 

 

 

 

- Baby Sitting  -  

If  anyone is in need of a babysitter to assit,  

you can call upon the following for help: 

Gaby Werb - 0406 828 478  

Ashleigh Lewis - 0405 620 975 
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We are accustomed to thinking of time as a fixed 
yardstick against which our lives are measured. We 
“pass through” time (or time passes us by) at an 
unalterable pace. Time deeply affects everything 
about us and everything we do, but we have no 
effect upon it. 

Physical science has since refuted this cursory 
perception of time, demonstrating how time, like 
any other physical phenomenon, is in fact quite 
malleable. It can be concentrated, stretched, 
speeded up, slowed down, or stopped altogether. 
This, of course, is achieved mostly on paper or by 
computer simulation.  
 
In practice, time’s dictatorial rule of our lives seems 
absolute. The irrevocability of the past, the 
uncompromising temporality of the present, the 
impregnable fog of the future—man still seems very 
much a creature subject to time, rather than the 
other way around. 
 
The Torah, however, insists that man can master 
time, transcend it, and redefine it. One example of 
man’s triumph over time is teshuvah (“return”)—
the power to reach back in time and transform the 
significance of one’s past deeds. And time itself, 
according to Torah, is a resource to be molded and 
developed by man, as man is charged to mold and 
develop all resources of G-d’s creation.  

 

Spirituality - 
 
 

Forty Nine Days Between 
Passover and Shavuot 

By  Yanki Tauber  

Time can be sanctified—made more porous and 
absorbent of the all-pervading reality of its Creator—
as it is when it is utilized toward good and G-dly 
ends.  

Time can be imbued with joy, freedom, love, awe, 
wisdom and a host of other spiritual characteristics—
as we do when we set the calendar and thereby 
determine the dates of the festivals. And time can be 
accumulated. 

From Passover to Shavuot, we conduct a daily count 
of the days and weeks in reenactment of the forty-
nine-day process of self-refinement which our 
ancestors underwent from their exodus from Egypt 
on the first day of Passover to the revelation at Sinai 
on Shavuot. “Today is one day of the Omer,” we 
pronounce on the second evening of Passover; 
“Today are two days…,” we say on the following 
evening; “Today are three days…” on the next, and 
so on. Seven weeks later we conclude the count and 
climb to Sinai with the statement, “Today are forty-
nine days, which are seven weeks of the Omer.” 

Two questions come to mind concerning the manner 
of the count. If we are counting the days to Sinai, 
why don’t we state how many remain until Shavuot, 
instead of the number that have passed since 
Passover? Also, “Today are two days” seems 
awkward if not inaccurate; would it not be more 
correct to say, “Today is the second day,” “Today is 
the third day,” and so on? 

But we do not merely pass through the days 
between Passover and Shavuot—we accumulate 
them. Each of these forty-nine days embodies 
another spiritual achievement—the refinement of 
another aspect of our personality and character. 
Each of these days becomes a component of our 
reborn selves, as we internalize the freedom 
obtained at the Exodus as the essence of our 
commitment to G-d as His chosen people.  

On the second day of the count, we possess two days 
of the Omer process; by its final day, we shall have 
amassed forty-nine units of time, and the specific 
qualities they embody, with which to approach this 
year’s experience of Sinai. 
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Sunday, 8 May,  2016 at 6:30 for 7.00pm 
Venue: Paradise Room,  Gold Coast Art Centre 

Entry Fee: $10.00 
Tea & Coffee will be available  

Special Guest Speaker Mr.  Jeremy Jones AM  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   

For more information please contact the  Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 5570 1851 

BH 

 

        The community is           invited to attend 

 

Jeremy Jones AM, is a leading Australian figure in battling anti-Semitism.  He is the director of international and community 
affairs for the Australia/ Israel & Jewish Affairs Council. In March Jones was the recipient of the 2016 NSW Premier’s Harmony 
Award. He received his award from NSW Premier Michael Baird at a gala dinner attended by 1,400 people. 
 
A former president of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry, Jones is a 26-year veteran of the executive of the NSW Jewish 
Board of Deputies and a member of the NSW Police Commissioner’s Multicultural Advisory Council. As a high school student, 
Jones was involved with helping indigenous children.  At university he was also involved in ethnic affairs, advocating minority 
rights.  In the Jewish community, he quickly rose through the ranks to leadership roles, and was active in combating anti-semitism 
and interfaith relations in Australia and abroad. Jones’s services to the nation and to humanity have been previously recognized. 
Among his other awards are the Australian Human Rights Medal and the Order of Australia. 



New semester of learning – Every Monday at 7:30pm  
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Personal Development: 
Growing Each Day  
 
By Rabbi Dr.  Abraham Twerski  

I have hardened his [Pharaoh's] heart ... in 
order to execute My miracles within 
him (Exodus 10:1). 

Many commentaries raise the question: If God 
rendered Pharaoh unable to learn from experience, 
why did He then punish him for refusing to release 
the Israelites? 

The answer lies in an under standing of free will. 
Many psychologists believe in "psychic 
determinism," that various circumstances can so 
affect people that they have no freedom of choice. 
People therefore act in certain ways because they 
must do so. Such concepts have been introduced in 
trials of those who have committed heinous crimes. 
So many lawyers have pleaded to the jury: "He was 
raised in such a terrible environment that he did not 
know better." 

Torah rejects this idea. While many circumstances 
may impact upon a person, no human being with an 
intact brain is ever deprived of freedom of choice. 
We are always responsible for our actions. This 
concept is a pillar of the Torah's concept of human 
freedom. 

The about-to-be-liberated Israelites were thus told: 
"I will indeed harden Pharaoh's heart and put great 
pressure upon him, but that will not deprive him of 
freedom of choice. Pharaoh will remain free and 
therefore will be held responsible for his behavior. 
In preparation for your liberation and ultimate 
acceptance of the Torah, you must retain this 
principle: people are alwaysresponsible for their 
actions." 

Today I shall... 

try to realize that I have free will, and that whatever 
my circumstances may be, I will always retain 
freedom of choice to do good or evil. 
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Jewish tradition ordains that whenever the Torah is 
read we are granted a special and uniquely          
opportune moment to invoke blessing for those in 
need of divine intervention. From time immemorial 
it has therefore been the custom to recite a "Mi 
Sheberach" (prayer for the sick) on behalf of      
people who are ill.  We pray for the people below, 
and wish them a  speedy recovery:  

 
 
 

Misheberach 
Prayer for the sick 

Man 
Yehuda Avraham Ben Beila Chaya 

Michael Ben Baila Chaya 
Daniel Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 

Shlomo Ben Dahlia 
Adam Gideon Ben Leah 

Michael Ben Mina 
Mordechai Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 

Yishai Ben Sara 
Tom Ben Miriam 

Chaim Ha’Levi Ben Miriam 
Shimon Dovid Ben Sara 

Tzvi Avigdor Ben Chaya Shaindl 
Shmuel Ben Sara 

Philip Ben Faygelle 
Aaron Ben Sara 

Yehushua Ben Leah 
Yochu Ben Binner 

Chanan Halevi Ben Tatyana  
Yaakov Haleyvi ben Brurya 

 
Women     

  
 Tziyona Bat Chana  
Peryla Bas Chana 

Rivka Bas Sara 
Faygelle Bas Chana 
Tatyana Baas Fayna 

Tirtza Bas Tikvah 
Shoshana Bas Batsheva 

Rochel Bas Rivkah 



Famed actor Dustin Hoffman was reduced to tears on 
Tuesday after learning that his great-grandmother had 
escaped a Soviet concentration camp before starting a 
life for herself in America, People magazine reported. 

The Oscar-winning star, who is Jewish, found out about 
his great-grandmother, Libba, on the season finale of 
Finding Your Roots, a PBS show in which celebrities 
scour ancestral records to learn about their family’s 
history.  

The show revealed that Libba had been taken from her 
home in Ukraine to a Russian camp when the 
Bolsheviks targeted Jews after the outbreak of the 
Russian civil war in 1917. She was 53 when she entered 
the camp, where she remained for five years. Both her 
husband and son were killed by the Soviet state 
security force, the Cheka. 

Along with many other Jews fleeing Eastern Europe, 
she made her way to Argentina, and 
ultimately to America. Looking at his great-
grandmother’s medical records from Ellis Island, 
Hoffman, 78, discovered that Libba had entered the 
US in 1930 at age 62.  

The records show that her left arm had been amputated, 
she suffered from poor vision and was described as 
senile. Libba settled with family in Chicago, where she 
remained until she died in 1944 at the age of 76. 

Tuesday night’s episode also highlighted Hoffman’s 
Jewish heritage, which his parents kept a secret. 

“She was a hero,” Hoffman said of his great-
grandmother, as tears streamed down his face. “People 
ask me today: ‘What are you?’ I say, ‘I’m a Jew…’ I’m a 
Jew. They all survived for me to be here.” 
 

One of the laws of thermodynamics is entropy – the 
natural tendency of things when left alone to deteriorate 
into disorder. This also happen in relationships. Take a 
good, healthy relationship between a husband and wife 
– they like each other, appreciate each other, spend time 
together.  
But then work gets busy, or a new baby enters the 
picture and suddenly there’s not so much time for the 
relationship, nor a whole lot of sleep or patience either. 
Throw in a sharp word here, a thoughtless moment 
there, and eventually all the criticisms and 
misunderstandings lead to this couple having more 
negative interactions than positive ones. 
 

What happened? They needed to take a few minutes 
every day to appreciate each other and to put positive 
energy into the relationship, to keep this decline from 
occurring. 

Here are four ideas to help strengthen the marriage and 
avoid entropy. 

1. Small gestures 

Do something unexpected for your spouse on a regular 
day (one that isn’t a birthday or an anniversary). Buy 
flowers, make a special dinner you know they’ll enjoy, 
take them to a concert, or just take a walk around the 
block to spend time together.  
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Arts -  

 
 

Jewish Actor Dustin Hoffman Weeps 
After Discovering Great-Grandmother 
Escaped Soviet Concentration Camp  

By Shiryn Ghermezian, Algemeiner  

Relationship -  

 
 

4 Small Investments to                  
Improve Your Marriage 
by Rabbi Shlomo Slatkin  



- Glass Art Shule Panels -     
Dedication & Memorial Project 

 
 

 
Dear Friend,             
                
We are excited to announce the release of our 
newly designed traditional stained glass panels 
which permanently decorates our northern 
Shule wall above the main entrance of our   
Synagogue. The very brightly colored glass     
panels are translucent, flooding the sanctuary 
with light, color and meaning. 
 
The style of the glass panels depict the 12 Jewish 
months of the year and their  significance. Each 
glass panel contains the representational        
imagery. The symbols are carefully chosen to 
represent the most important elements of the 
month being depicted. 
 
The idea behind this project is to allow those 
who commemorate a Yartzeit in the memory of 
a loved one occurring in the month of Tishrie/
September to dedicate that glass panel in their 
memory. With a plaque attached underneath 
the Glass art panel. If the Yartzeit is in the 
month of Cheshvan/October that particular   
window can be selected. The same is for any of 
the 12 months of the year. 
 
The cost for the glass art panel dedication is:    
$6000.00 for one entire glass panel dedication.   
Or $3000.00 for two individual dedications of 
one glass panel 
 
 
 
 

For further details please contact our office on 
5570 1851  

These little “extra” things can help break through the 
routine that, while usually good, can sometimes distract 
us from connecting to our significant other. 

2. Compliment instead criticize 

It is easy to fall into a pattern of criticism, and once 
you’re in the mode of looking for faults, there are often 
plenty to find. Judaism gives us the concept of having 
an ayin tovah, a good eye. This encourages us to look for 
the good in things. When you find yourself thinking of 
something negatively, challenge yourself to turn it 
around and find something nice about the situation. 
And then compliment your spouse on the positive thing 
you found! 

3. Keep a list 

Now that we’re in the habit of looking for good things, 
don’t just let them go in and out of your head, but keep 
them in one place so that when you’re feeling 
frustrated, you can remind yourself of all the good there 
is in your relationship. Make a list in your phone, or in a 
notebook, or wherever it will be accessible. “Like water 
reflects a face, so does a person’s heart reflect 
another’s” (Proverbs 27:19). Whatever we are feeling in 
our heart toward our spouse will be reflected back to 
us, so it’s in our best interest to develop feelings of 
gratitude and appreciation. 

4. Let them know 

During the middle of the day, send a text or leave a note 
where you know they’ll find it, in their lunch, or with the 
coffee. It could just be saying “hi, I’m thinking of you,” 
or, even more potent, let them know how much you 
appreciate them and that you’re grateful to be in a 
relationship together. The name “Jew”, yehudi, comes 
from Yehudah, which means to give thanks. It’s in our 
DNA to be grateful, and expressing this gratitude can be 
a powerful tool for connection. 

It doesn’t take much time to keep the forces of 
relationship entropy at bay, though it does take some 
thought and effort. These relatively small investments 
lead to the very large return of a healthy, nurtured 
relationship. 
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Continue….Relationship -  

 
 

4 Small Investments to  Improve Your Marriage 
  



But even if they had left Egypt at a later time, they 
would not have become a nation with their own 
distinct Jewish identity. 
 
Take, for example, the black population of 
Mauritania, in western Africa. Many years after 
slavery was outlawed in their country and the 
slaves were freed, slavery still had not left their 
psyche. As one of them told a New York Times 
reporter in 1997, eighteen years after slavery was 
abolished, “Just as G‑d created a camel to be a 
camel, He created me to be a slave.” 

For the Jews to leave slavery—both physical 
slavery and their internal self-definition that kept 
them enslaved—they needed to leave Egypt not 
one moment later than they did. And for that, 
they needed to leave with a supernatural 
intervention. If the redemption would have come 
about naturally, they might have willingly 
returned to Egypt and the identity they knew as 
slaves. In fact, even with their miraculous 
transformation from slaves to a free people, some 
still complained to Moses, “Is it not better for us 
to return to Egypt?” 

It took a direct revelation of G‑dliness to instantly 
transform slaves into a free people, an act for 
which we thank G‑d to this very day. 
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Dear Rabbi, 

I read in the Passover Haggadah reader that had 
G‑d not taken us out of Egypt thousands of years 
ago, we would still be slaves today. 

Do we really believe that? A lot has happened 
since then. Kings have been overthrown, countries 
have changed hands and peoples have dispersed. 
Perhaps it would have taken hundreds, maybe 
even thousands of years, but sooner or later, 
wasn’t our slavery bound to end? 

Answer: 

That’s a good question. The answer depends on 
how you define leaving Egypt. 

You see, there were two aspects to the exodus 
from Egypt: 

1. The physical/geographical departure. 
2. The mental/psychological redemption. 
 
There is a cliché I often hear that actually describes 
the dual nature of the exodus: It’s one thing for 
the Jews to leave Egypt. It’s another thing for 
Egypt to leave the Jews. 

The Jewish nation was redeemed from Egypt at 
the last possible moment. Had they stayed just a 
little bit longer, it would have been “game over.” 
The hundreds of years of slavery had taken their 
toll, steeping them in a slave mentality. The 
Israelites had reached a spiritual nadir, and were 
becoming more like Egyptians than like their 
ancestors, Abraham and Sarah. 

Would they have eventually left Egypt? Who 
knows. Perhaps they would have become entirely 
assimilated with the Egyptians. Maybe not.  

 
 

Ask The Rabbi -              
Would We Still Be Slaves in Egypt? 
 

By Yisroel Cotlar 



Opening his front door, the Rabbi found himself face to face with the 
local priest. "Rabbi, may I have a few words with you?" asked the priest. 

"Of course, Father," replied the Rabbi somewhat nervously. 

"Rabbi," began the priest, "It must be evident to you that in this town we 
are plagued by thieves. Scarcely a day passes without one of my flock 
coming to me bemoaning the fact that his house has been broken into. 
On the other hand, I have noticed that thieves do not bother you Jews 
nearly as much." 

"Father, you are correct." 

"Yes, but why is that?" inquired the priest. 

"Look at this little box here on the side of my doorpost," said the Rabbi. "It's called a mezuza. We Jews believe that 
when we put a mezuza on the entrances to our houses, the Holy One, may His Name be blessed, protects both us 
and our property." 

"In that case", replied the priest, "I must have one!" 

Not wishing to be the cause of an incipient pogrom, the Rabbi reluctantly handed over a mezuza to the priest. 

Some two weeks later the Rabbi was awakened by the sound of someone pounding violently on his door. Dressing 
himself hastily, he made his way down the stairs. 

"Who's there?" the Rabbi asked tremulously. 

"Open the door! Open the door!" screamed a voice on the other side. 

Leaving the door on the latch, the Rabbi cracked the door wide enough to see the priest standing in front of him, 
his eyes wild with great distraught. 

"What happened?" asked the terrified Rabbi. "Were you not protected from robbers?" 

"I was! But these people were worse than robbers!" screamed the priest. 

"Who?" asked the rabbi. 

"Fundraisers!" 

 

Sam picked up his wife Becky and their new baby from hospital and brought them home. It was not long before 
Becky suggested that Sam try his hand at changing a diaper. 

"I'm busy," he said. "I promise I'll do the next one." 

The next time soon came around so Becky asked him again. 

Sam looked at Becky and said, innocently, "I didn't mean the next diaper, I meant the next baby." 
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Laughter….The Best Medicine 

 



      Chefs Corner  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Herbed Tilapia in Lemon Butter Sauce 
Ingredients: 
 
4 (6 ounce) tilapia fillets 
1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt 
3/4 teaspoon ground black pepper 
1 teaspoon dried oregano 
1 teaspoon dried basil 
2 tablespoons crushed garlic 
1/4 cup plus 1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley leaves, divided 
1/4 cup olive oil 
1/2 cup (1 stick) margarine or butter 
2 tablespoons lemon juice or juice from 1 medium lemon 
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder 
2 teaspoons kosher salt 
 
Directions: 
 
1. Preheat oven to 375°F. 
2. Wash tilapia and pat dry. Place in a greased 13x9x2- inch baking dish. 
3. Mix kosher salt, ground black pepper, oregano, basil, garlic and ¼ cup chopped parsley in a 
small bowl. Brush tilapia with olive oil; sprinkle evenly with spice mixture. Bake 20 minutes. 
Meanwhile, prepare the lemon sauce. 

1.Melt butter or margarine in a small saucepan over medium heat. Add lemon juice, garlic 
powder and salt. Stir well. 
2.Remove from heat; add remaining tablespoon chopped parsley and stir to incorporate. Pour 
over warm tilapia.    
Yield: 4 Servings                                            

Bais Yaakov Cookbook 
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Our new variety of classes in our weekly Series 

   
Our lessons probe the depth of contemporary Torah thought, with a special focus on issues              
surrounding spirituality, the human psyche, love and interpersonal relationships. Every experience   
offers meaningful and timely lessons – from the most timeless of texts. You will walk away surprised, 
inspired, and knowing more about who we are as Jews, and who you are as an individual. We invite 
you to browse through the topics in this catalogue of classes below and join us for a weekly dose of 
uplifting Jewish study. If you find any topics that you think may  be of interest to your friends, please   
encourage them to come along. Checkout our variety of classes on page 21 



PHOTOS OF THE MONTH  
Glass Art panel in shule dedicated  in 

memory of  Joe Szabason and his family 
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Children of Asissi College visiting our          
shule and learning about Judaism   

‘Mummy and Me’ toddler group              
baking Hamentaschen  

Mazal Tov to Stela Goldberg on her 103rd Birthday!  

Women and children evening                          
baking Hamentaschen  



PHOTOS OF THE MONTH  
- Purim in Africa  2016-5776 - 
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YAHRTZEIT OBSERVANCE 
FOR THE MONTH OF  

Nissan  -  April     
 

4th Nissan-12th April 
Max Platus- Father of Lynette Moses 

 
7th Nissan- 15th April 

Yaacov Ben Eliyahu- Father of Sarah Rebibou 
 

9th Nissan-17th April 
Robert Rebibou-Father of David Rebibou 

 
9th Nissan-17th April 

Isabella Moses- Mother of Judah and Gerald Moses 
 

10th Nissan- 18th April 
Charles Nightingale- Father of Bernard Nightingale 

 
10th Nissan- 18th April 

Friedle Rosenthal-Mother of Helga Herling 
 

16th Nissan-24thApril 
Annie Donath –Mother of John Donath 

 
17th Nissan-25th April 

Rachel Leah Bat Yehezekal-Mother of Liz Linton 
 

22nd Nissan-30th April 
Tevya Ben Halevi-Brothers of Benjamin & Louis 

Halpern 
 
 

Refuah Sheleyma -  speedy recovery    
 

Lynn Santer,  
Henry Malecki  & Betty Semp  
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WE THANK THE  
FOLLOWING FOR THEIR 

ALIYA OFFERING  
 

 

Adam Pollak 

Norman Lelah 

Braham Goldberg 

John Donath 

Pinchus Cohen 

Isaac Zulaikha 

Scott Lewis 

Andre Kupfer 

 
BIRTHDAYS FOR APRIL  

 
Gabriella Werb       1st 
Sally Yarrow       3rd 
Gerald Moses       9th 
Manne Padowitz       11th 
Toni Goriss        13th 
David Rebibou       14th 
Helga Herling       15th 
Gary Zelcer         16th 
Sharon Mougrabi        17th 
Sam Recht         18th 
Mercia Brest        18th 
Harold Tannenbaum  18th 
Daniel Small        23rd 
Margaret Capkin        24th 
Bernard Nightingale  26th 
Pinchus Cohen        30th 
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Condolences  
 

 

 

We extend our condolences to our 
dear member and friend Bernard 
Nightingale and the entire family on 
the sad passing of Rose.  May the 
entire family  be blessed with years 
filled with good health,  happiness 
and simchos.  

Condolences  
 

 

 

We extend our condolences to the 
entire Maradeen and Lewis family 
on the sad passing of our member 
and friend Stan Maradeen.  May 
the entire family  be blessed with 
years filled with good health,  
happiness and simchos.  



 
If undeliverable return to: 
 
The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 
P. O. Box 133 
Surfers Paradise  4217 
Queensland,  Australia 
 
 
                                                                                                       100003857     
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