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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear member and friend, 
 
I would like to begin by thanking all of you who have 
contributed very generously to our Kol-Nidre Appeal. 
Kol-Hakavod.  
 
This past month of Tishrei was a very busy month with 
lots of activities.  We had a good turnout in shule    
during the High Holidays and a fantastic Sukkut party 
for the children. On Simchat  Torah we had a fun and 
joyous time with children and adults dancing around 
and celebrating the completion and restarting of our 
Torah reading.  Mazal-Tov  to our Chatan Torah-
Vernon Jackson and Chatan Bereshit– Selwyn Enoch. 
 
We also look forward to participating in the ‘Shabbat 
Project’ all over the world with our 'Mega Challah   
Baking' Night on Thursday night. Checkout the 
information in this Newsletter. 
 
We are now gearing up and organising  our Chanukah 
in the Park celebration. I can assure you that another    
beautiful event for the entire family will take place so  
stay tune and mark your calendar for Thursday, 29   
December at Neil-Shannon Park. On Sunday,  the 4th 
of December our Sunday Hebrew School Cheder will 
host a concert and presentation end of the year event  
with our students singing and performing.  Please 
come along at 10am, we thank Dina and Rabbi      
Gurevitch.  
 
There are other events and functions coming up and 
we hope to see you soon at all of our functions. 
 
David Rebibou, 
President. GCHC 
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SYNAGOGUE NOTICES 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: 
8:30am  – 1:00pm 
 
SHOP HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday , and  Friday: 9:30am –           
1:00pm 
 
SERVICE PRAYER TIMES 
 
WEEKDAYS  
Shacharit: Monday & Thursday - 6:30am 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday - 6:55am 
 
SHABBAT  
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday at 6:00pm 
Shacharit: 9:00am. Shiur-class at 8:40am 
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 6:00pm 
 
SUNDAY AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Shacharit: 8:00am 
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 6:00pm 
 
 
 
THE GOLD COAST HEBREW CONGREGATION 
 
ADDRESS 
34 Hamilton Ave,  Surfers Paradise 
P.O. Box 133.   Surfers Paradise, Qld  4217 
 
OFFICE 
Administrator - Belinda Werb 
Phone: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712 
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au 
 
RABBI NIR GUREVITCH 
Mobile: 0419 392 818 
Email: ngurvtch@ozemail.com.au 
 
PRESIDENT 
David Rebibou 
Email: davidrebibou@icloud.com 
Phone: 0449 988 398 
 
WEBSITE: www.goldcoasthc.org.au 
 

 
 

 

THE GUIDE FOR JEWISH  

EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES  
 
 

 
Monday  - weekly at 7:30pm - Assorted Topics 
and  Kabbalah @ the Shule’s Katranski Hall 
 
Thursday Talmud class  - 7:00pm at the Rabbi’s 
home.  
 
Shabbat afternoon Topical insights: @ 6:00pm 
  
Personalised learning with the Rabbi - tel.    
Rabbi Gurevitch 0419 392 818 
 
Women Learning Classes with Rebbetzin          
Dina Gurevitch- Please tel. 0405 100 149  
 
Women Rosh Chodesh Group - takes place every 
Jewish new month where women of all 
backgrounds and affiliation come together to 
learn, schmooze and enjoy a scrumptious  supper 
and interesting speaker. To join us please contact 
our office on 5570 1851 or Rebbetzin Dina 
Gurevitch on 0405 100 149  
 
After School Cheder - Every Sunday during 
school term from 9:30am - 11:30am. For ages     
5-13 
    
At Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation. 35 Markwell 
Ave entrance, Surfers Paradise 
 
During your school hours - We come to you 
 
Surfers Paradise State School - Every Wednesday 
@ 11:50am   
 
Benowa State School - Every Friday @ 10:00am    
 
Bellevue Park State School - Every Thursday @ 
1:55pm    
 

 

 



There are many cliches that describe the power of what 
we see: "Seeing is believing." (Or the contrary, "don't 
believe everything you see," indicating by the negative 
how powerful an influence sight has on belief.) "A      
picture is worth a thousand words." "What you see is 
what you get." "I saw it with my own eyes." Etc. 

Jewish Sages attest to the power of the eye to lead 
astray: "the eye sees, the heart desires, the person sins." 
One can harm by just a glance, such is the power of the 
"evil eye" - one can attract the attention, the gaze, of 
evil. Or turn such a gaze on another. 

Of course, there is also the "good eye," generating an 
aura of benevolence by one's look. How we see things 
defines our attitude and creates an atmosphere: "Look 
on others with a "good eye." 

We are hard-wired for sight. We can debate which 
sense, sight or hearing, is currently dominant in human 
beings, but we clearly operate in a visual world. One   
reason infants sleep so much is they need to form     
neurons to process information. They need to sort things 
out in the brain, as they work through the sensory 
overload they receive from their five senses. And a 
major part of that work is making sense of what they 
see.  

(Consider how much time an infant spends staring at his 
or her hand, moving it back and forth, perfecting the eye-
hand coordination.) 

All this raises a question: Why do we recall some images 
more than others? Why do some images - sights - come to 
mind constantly and others not at all? 

We "see in our mind's eye" not just those we see more 
physically. We see trees constantly, for instance, but that 
rarely is an image that comes to mind, unbidden or 
otherwise. 

Things out of context, things associated with trauma, 
things associated with triumph - the brain-sight recalls 
these strongly. These may be things that attract or things 
that repel. 

I see two lessons from all this: One, our vision is limited to 
a very narrow part of the light spectrum. For all we see, 
even in such detail, there is so much more that we don't 
see. This should give us pause. If we can see so little, 
should we not strive to see as much value as we can? We 
should ask ourselves, is there spiri-tual significance in 
what I'm looking at? Does what I'm seeing inspire me to 
acts of goodness and kindness, does it enhance my 
understanding or appreciation of G-dliness? 

We cannot always answer yes, but we should at least be 
truthful about the answer. 

The second lesson emphasizes the importance of the 
commandment, Do Not Worship Idols - the first of the 
seven universal commands that apply to all humanity. 
Idolatry begins not with belief, but with sight. It is not just 
seeing things that should not be seen. Most of us turn 
away from, don't look at, filth. Unless mesmerized, we 
don't gaze upon the corrupt. Idolatry involves 
"misunderstanding what we see" - and that 
misunderstanding is often a conscious self-deception. 

There is G-dliness within creation, a perceptible G-dliness. 
That should be the indelible image in our eyes, the image 
we see in our eyes. 

With blessings,   Rabbi Nir Gurevitch  
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The document is preserved in the Israel Antiquities Authority’s 

Dead Sea Scrolls laboratories. Photo: Shai Halevi, courtesy of 

the Israel Antiquities Authority.  
 
A rare and important document was exposed in an      
enforcement operation initiated by the Israel Antiquities 
Authority’s Unit for the Prevention of Antiquities       
Robbery.  
 
The document was written on papyrus and dating to the 
time of the First Temple (seventh century BCE) in which 
the name of the city of Jerusalem is clearly indicated. 
This is the earliest extra-biblical source to mention     
Jerusalem in Hebrew writing. 
 
The document, which was illicitly plundered from one of 
the Judean Desert caves by a band of antiquities robbers 
and was seized in a complex operation by the IAA’s Unit 
for the Prevention of Antiquities Robbery, has 
been presented by the Israel Antiquities Authority. 
 
Two lines of ancient Hebrew script were preserved on 
the document that is made of papyrus (paper produced 
from the pith of the papyrus plant [Cyperus papyrus]). A 
paleographic examination of the letters and a 
C14 analysis determined that the artifact should be dated 
to the seventh century BCE – to the end of the First    
Temple period. Most of the letters are clearly legible, 
and the proposed reading of the text appears as follows: 
 
 מא]מת. המלך. מנערתה. נבלים. יין. ירשלמה.]

 
[me-a]mat. ha-melekh. me-Naʽartah. nevelim. 
yi’in. Yerushalima. 
 

 

ISRAEL - 
Rare document mentioning the name 
of Jerusalem from the time of the First 
Temple 

From the king’s maidservant, from Naʽarat, jars of 
wine, to Jerusalem 
 
This is a rare and original shipping document from the 
time of the First Temple, indicating the payment of taxes 
or transfer of goods to storehouses in Jerusalem, the   
capital city of the kingdom at this time. The document      
specifies the status of the sender of the shipment (the 
king’s maidservant), the name of the settlement from 
which the shipment was dispatched (Naʽarat), the        
contents of the vessels (wine), their number or amount 
(jars) and their destination (Jerusalem). Naʽartah, which is 
mentioned in the text, is the same Naʽarat that is referred 
to in the description of the border between Ephraim and 
Benjamin in Joshua 16:7: “And it went down from         
Janohah to Ataroth, and to Naʽarat, and came to Jericho, 
and went out at Jordan”. 
 
According to Dr. Eitan Klein, deputy director of the IAA’s 
Unit for the Prevention of Antiquities Robbery, “The   
document represents extremely rare evidence of the    
existence of an organized administration in the Kingdom 
of Judah. It underscores the centrality of Jerusalem as the 
economic capital of the kingdom in the second half of the 
seventh century BCE. According to the Bible, the kings 
Menashe, Amon, or Josiah ruled in Jerusalem at this time; 
however, it is not possible to know for certain which of 
the kings of Jerusalem was the recipient of the shipment 
of wine”. 
 
Israel Prize laureate and biblical scholar Prof. (Emeritus) 
Shmuel Ahituv attests to the scientific importance of the 
document saying  “It’s not just that this papyrus is the 
earliest extra-biblical source to mention Jerusalem in   
Hebrew writing; it is the fact that to date no other      
documents written on papyrus dating to the First Temple 
period have been discovered in Israel, except one from 
Wadi Murabbaʽat. Also outstanding in the document is 
the unusual status of a woman in the administration of 
the Kingdom of Judah in the seventh century BCE”. 
 
According to Israel Hasson, director of the Israel 
Antiquities Authority, “The discovery of the papyrus 
shows that there are other artifacts of tremendous 
importance to our heritage that are waiting to be found in 
the Judean Desert caves. The world’s heritage assets are 
being plundered on a daily basis by antiquities robbers 
solely for greed. The state has to mobilize and allocate the 
necessary resources in order to embark upon a historic 
operation together with the public, and carry out 
systematic excavations in all of the Judean Desert caves.” 
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Minister of Culture and Sport Miri Regev said:  “The    
discovery of the papyrus on which the name of our    
capital Jerusalem is written is further tangible evidence 
that Jerusalem was and will remain the eternal capital of 
the Jewish people. It is our duty to take care of the    
plundering of antiquities that occurs in the Judean      
Desert, and no less important than this is exposing the 
deceit of false propaganda as is once again happening 
today in UNESCO. The Temple Mount, the very heart of 
Jerusalem and Israel, will remain the holiest place for the 
Jewish people, even if UNESCO ratifies the false and   
unfortunate decision another ten times”. 
 
 Amir Ganor, director of the IAA’s Unit for the 
Prevention of Antiquities Robbery explained “Organic 
material, such as documents, particularly delicate paper 
like     papyrus, perish over time due to their sensitivity 
to moisture. The dry climate of the desert is exceptional 
in that it facilitates the preservation of documents that 
provide invaluable information regarding the way of life 
in antiquity and the early development of religions. The 
rarity of the finds and their importance are the reasons 
why the antiquities robbers risk their lives coming to dig 
in the caves in the desert cliffs. I am glad that we were 
fortunate to have a role in saving the papyrus, which is 
an important and special find that bears witness to the 
historical relationship between the Land of Israel and 
Jerusalem, and the Jewish people”. 
 
Pnina Shor, curator and director of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
project at the Israel Antiquities Authority added: “This 
unique papyrus joins the thousands of scroll fragments 
for which the Israel Antiquities Authority established 
dedicated conservation and photographic laboratories 
where the scrolls are treated using highly sophisticated 
means and the most advanced documentation and 
photographic technology available today. With a state-of
-the-art camera that was developed based on 
technology used by NASA which records the Dead Sea 
Scrolls at a level that replicates the original, it is even 
possible to see the texture of the plant, skin or 
parchment on which the ancient documents were 
written”. 

Amid the uproar caused by a UN resolution passed 
this week denying any Jewish connection to           
Jerusalem and its Temple Mount, Pope Francis on 
Wednesday insisted that Israel’s ties to the Holy Land 
are both ancient and divinely ordained. 

“The people of Israel, who from Egypt, where they 
were enslaved, walked through the desert for forty 
years until they reached the land promised by God,” 
the pope said during a speech about migration. 

Shortly after, the pontiff met with Israeli Deputy 
Minister for Regional Cooperation Ayoub Kara who, 
despite not being Jewish or Christian himself (Kara is 
a member of Israel’s Druze population), said Francis’ 
words were a clear rebuke of the UN and its efforts 
to rewrite history. 

Also on Wednesday, Knesset Speaker Yuli Edelstein 
wrote to the Vatican, urging it to more forcefully    
reject the UN resolution, which Edelstein called “an 
assault on history and…deeply offensive to both 
Christianity and Judaism.” 

 

Continue….ISRAEL - 

 
Rare document mentioning the name of 
Jerusalem from the time of the First Temple 

 

ISRAEL - 
Pope Francis: G-d Gave the Land to 
Israel 
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- Our new variety of classes in our new weekly Series - 
 
 

Our lessons probe the depth of contemporary Torah thought, with a special focus on issues      
surrounding spirituality, the human psyche, love and interpersonal relationships. Every             
experience offers meaningful and timely lessons – from the most timeless of texts. You will walk 
away surprised, inspired, and knowing more about who we are as Jews, and who you are as an           
individual. We invite you to browse through the topics in this catalogue of classes below and join 
us for a weekly dose of uplifting Jewish study. If you find any topics that you think may  be of   
interest to your friends, please   encourage them to come along.  



Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 

     Invites you to... 
 
 

End of year concert and presentation 
Of our Sunday School Cheder children 

For more information contact our           

office on 5570 1851 

 

 

 

 

Younger group ages 5-8 

run by Dina Gurevitch  

 

Older group age 9-13 run 

by Rabbi Gurevitch 

 
 
 

Sunday,  4th December at 10:00am  2016 

 

Come along to see our kids in 
action!! 

Starting at  10:00am to 11:30am.  

At the Katranski Communal Hall.     

35 Markwell Ave, Surfers Paradise 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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From the time I was a few months old, I have faced 
many challenges. I suffered two CVAs (cerebral 
vascular accidents) better known as strokes. The 
strokes affected the right side of my brain. 
 
The right side of the brain controls the ability to pay 
attention, recognize things you see, hear or touch, 
and be aware of your own body. In most people, the 
left side of the brain controls the ability to speak and 
understand language. Some people have spatial 
issues as well. 

 
In my case, the strokes left me with left hemiparesis, 
meaning my entire left side was paralyzed and later 
on in life, my parents realized that I am completely 
deaf in my left ear. After my two strokes, doctors 
told my parents that I would never walk, talk or be 
able to learn in a mainstream classroom. My parents 
didn't listen.  

Instead they took me for OT and PT, leaving the 
room because I'd cry out in pain. But I gained 
movement and now have gross motor skills on my 
left side. 
 
I started talking when I was about 12 months old 
and my cousins joke that ever since I've never shut 
up. Even though I should have difficulty with just 
one language, I am bilingual; I'm fluent in Hebrew. I 
took my first steps at the age of two and a half and 
was walking on my own at the age of three. 
 
I believe in G-d because I am the recipient of His 
many miracles and blessings. 
  
My parents were not aware of my hearing deficit 
until a routine hearing test at the age of three 
showed that I was "profusely and profoundly" deaf 
in my left ear. The doctors retested as I had no 
pronounced speech impediment which is 
prominent among those with deafness even on one 
side. I am not a candidate for a cochlear implant 
and have been able to hear people perfectly well 
and am able to safely drive a car. In a large noisy 
setting, I adjust my body to be able to hear them 
without being obvious and I was taught how to read 
lips. 
 
From the time I started school, I was in mainstream 
classrooms and was reading before I began school. 
At the age of ten, I was able to help my step-sister 
in high school understand Shakespearean English 
and by 12, I read Gone With the Wind and books by 
authors such as Agatha Christie and Jane Austen 
from the adult section of the library. At the end of 
8th grade, I had academic testing and the doctors 
were shocked when the results showed that my 
knowledge was grade 12+ in every subject except 
for in math (I hate math!). I was told I could skip 
high school but instead went to 9th grade. I was 
bored and at that point I was home-schooled. 
Afterward, when I went to college, I obtained high 
marks and received accolades from my professors 
when it came to my work. 
 
Having had these challenges in life, I have naturally 
had my moments of wavering when it comes to my 
trust in God. When my trust wavers, I remind 
myself of all the miracles I have personally 
experienced. 
 

Inspiration -   

 

A Walking Miracle 
After my two strokes, doctors told my       
parents that I would never walk, talk or learn 
in a mainstream classroom. G-d had other 
plans  by Ariel Rose Goldstein  
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My ability to walk, talk and learn aren’t the only 
miracles I’ve experienced. At age four, I was sitting 
on the top of an L-shaped couch which was in front 
of a window in in my grandparents' second-floor 
apartment. My mother was on the far end on the 
other side of the couch when I fell backward and 
right through the window! I remember seeing the 
street below and the large pieces of glass that 
remained in the window. 
 
My mother somehow managed to jump from one 
side to the other and grabbed my feet as my head 
was outside the window. She managed to pull me in 
and called Hatzalah.  
 

To this day, I remember them taking shards of glass 
out of my thick, wavy hair with tape, telling my 
mother that I had no lacerations to my head or face. 
 
As a child, I was tormented by some of my peers for 
being different. They’d laugh at the way I walk or 
taunt me about my inability to play sports. Even in 
adulthood, I had an employer tell me that I walked 
funny.  

Last year, my former employer told me, “Ariel, you 
won’t get a job in this field or the other field you are 
interested in because you are different and people 
want normal.” 
 
What he doesn't know is that different isn't a bad 
thing. It just means that I've had an interesting 
journey. I have done things in my life which doctors, 
the top in their fields, said I would never do. But 
God runs the world. 
 
I hate being told that I'm handicapped; I’m not. I am 
handi-capable. So I can play piano with only one 
hand. Some people can't play with two. So I can't 
play sports, but I don’t even like sports so that 
doesn't cause me any issues. I might walk slower 
than some or have a heavy tread, but does that 
make me incapable? I don't think so. I can walk, 
talk, go to college, excel in school, drive, and do 
almost anything else that "normal" people do  
 
Trusting in God is not the easiest of things. While I 
have complete faith in His existence, I do not always 
have trust in Him. Some days, I want to scream, 
"Where are you? What is your plan for me?"  
 
Faith in God is believing He exists. Having complete 
trust in God means that living with the awareness 
that He is an intimate part of your life and that 
every single thing that happens is for your good. 
Living with that awareness is a struggle, even 
though I’ve experienced so many miracles in my 
life. . 
 
I'm not where I wanted to be at this stage of my life. 
I believe that God has a plan for me and that I'll be 
where I'm meant to be, even if it takes me longer 
than I planned. If He didn't, He would not have 
given me the abilities that I have.  
 
My belief in God has given me the confidence to go 
to college, live on my own and support myself, and 
deny the many naysayers who said that I would 
never be able to achieve my goals. I thank God for 
blessing me with the strength to overcome 
adversity and thank Him for my life with all its 
challenges. 

Continue....Inspiration -   

 

A Walking Miracle 
After my two strokes, doctors told my parents that I 
would never walk, talk or learn in a mainstream 
classroom. G-d had other plans   
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An expedition from the Bar Ilan University has 
discovered the fortifications and giant-sized 
entrance gate of the biblical city of Gath of the 
Philistines, home of Goliath. The extraordinary size 
of the gate was surely enough to make way for the 
famed giant, though he never did return from 
meeting David. 

Gath was the largest city in Israel during the 10th-
9th century BCE, about the time of the "United 
Kingdom" of Israel. The city is located in the Judean 
foothills about halfway between Jerusalem and 
Ashkelon in central Israel. 

Prof. Meir Ettinger of the Department of Land of 
Israel Studies and Archaeology says that the city 
gate is among the largest ever found in Israel and is 
evidence of the status and influence of the city of 
Gath during this period. 

Among the various building discovered in the city is 
an iron production facility large enough to produce 
the kind of weapons used by Goliath as mentioned 
in the Bible. The city was eventually conquered and 
destroyed by Hazael, king of Damascus, around 830 
BCE. 

The gate of the Philistine city Gath was so 
impressive that it received mention in I Samuel 21 
in the story of David's escape from King Saul to 
Achish, king of Gath. 

Gath is one of the largest tells or ancient ruin 
mounds in Israel and was settled almost 
continuously from the 5th millennium BCE until 
modern times. 

Among other significant findings at the site is 
evidence of an earthquake in the 8th century BCE 
connected to the earthquake mentioned in the 
Book of Amos 1:1. There was also found the earliest 
Philistine inscription ever to be discovered which 
contains two names similar to the name Goliath. In 
addition, a large assortment of weapons used by 
the Philistines were uncovered along with extensive 
evidence of the capture and destruction of the city 
by Hazael, as mentioned in 2 Kings 12:18. There is 
also evidence of the first Philistine settlement in 
Canaan around 1200 BCE. 

And there is more to this giant story… 

Scripture tells us that David chose five smooth 
stones when he went out to meet Goliath (I Samuel 
17:40). Was he thinking that he might miss with the 
first? Or did he think that Goliath would wait for 
him if he did? 

We know that Goliath had four giant brothers called 
“Lords of the Philistines” in Joshua 13:3. When 
David goes out to meet the humongous warrior of 
Gath he knows that he will also need to deal with 
his oversized brothers. Indeed, the other four 
Philistine giants eventually do show up in II Samuel 
21:22 only to be defeated by David and his men. 

David understood that in order to achieve full 
victory, Israel must cast out all the giants from the 
land. You cannot deal with just one stronghold (or 
sin), but must be prepared to go all the way. Better 
not to cast that first stone only to discover we are in 
a battle for which we are not prepared. 

Archaeology -   

 
 
 

Goliath’s Humongous Gate Found 
By David Lazarus . Israel Today 



Is Leadership More About What You Have or What 
You Don’t? 
 
The purpose and intent [of a true leader] shall be 
to elevate mankind’s faith, and to fill the world 
with justice – Maimonides, Laws of Kings, 4:10 
 
Everyone must be a leader – The Rebbe 
 
Are you a follower or a leader? Are you compelled to 
initiate a journey or would you rather follow a template? 
There is, by and large, a general crisis in leadership. So 
dire is the situation that we don’t even have a clear 
definition of what exactly leadership consists of. What is 
a leader? Who is a leader? Why do we need leaders?  
 
It seems as if everyone has a different idea and we need 
a leader just to answer all of our leadership questions. 
 
Is leadership a political position, or perhaps a 
charismatic presence? Might the ultimate leader be tall 
and good-looking, or maybe intelligent and well-
financed? 
 
The conventional approach to leadership has 
questionable results at best. Let us therefore take an 
entirely different approach, one that focuses less on 
what leadership is and more on what leadership is not. 
Perhaps by discovering what a leader is not we can come 
to understand what a leader is. By removing the rough 
we might just come to grasp the diamond. By removing 
the noise we might just hear the finest of songs. 
 
A LEADER IS NOT… 
…A SCARCITY 
Every single human begin is a leader. Period. Simply 
knowing that leadership is not an exclusive club, but is at 
the core of every one of us, inspires us to lead.  

 

Spirituality - 
What Leadership Is (And Is Not) 
 
By Rabbi Simon Jacobson 

The challenge is not to become a leader. The challenge is 
to embrace the leader you already are, the aspect of 
leadership that is part of your inner self. For that, it is 
good to know that A LEADER IS NOT… 
…ARROGANT 
 
Your ability to lead is not of your own invention. Like your 
ability to see, your ability to lead is a gift you are born 
with. Does eyesight make a person arrogant every time he 
or she sees something? Neither shall leadership make a 
person arrogant every time he or she leads. If anything, 
the more he or she leads, the humbler a leader becomes.  
 
Because A LEADER IS NOT… 
…SELF-INTERESTED 
 
A leader is not served. A leader serves. A leader’s own 
interests are inconsequential. A leader serves a higher 
interest. A leader’s job is to demonstrate to everyone he 
meets or everything she touches that there is something 
more here than meets the eye, a higher vision and a 
deeper purpose. By drawing on a higher source, a leader 
represents not what the world is but what the world 
could be. And the leader is confident in this because A 
LEADER IS NOT… 
…THE FIRST 
 
A leader is a link in a chain of depth and reality. Every 
leader emulates the leaders that came before. Every one 
of us is another link in the chain of existence; and every 
link connects to the links before and the links after. 
Leadership is embracing your role in this cosmic 
progression and sublime symphony. Knowing that you are 
not the first but part of a greater chain, also teaches you 
that A LEADER IS NOT… 
…FOLLOWED 
 
A true leader does not desire followers. A true leader 
inspires others to find leadsership within themselves. 
Leaders are not worshipped. Leaders worship a higher 
power. By inspiring more leaders, A LEADER IS NOT… 
…A MANAGER 
 
Do not confuse the two. Managers — and most 
presidents and CEO fall into this category — are meant to 
ensure that massive enterprises, with many moving parts, 
work as efficiently and seamlessly as possible. Leaders are 
all about new possibilities. Pre-existing realities require 
management. Creating new realities requires leadership. 
Management is necessary, the same way traffic lights are 
necessary — they both facilitate efficient movement. But 
they are not movement itself. A leader moves with new 
perspective, inspiring the world to abandon a narrow field 
of vision.  
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And yet, A LEADER IS NOT… 
Leadership is a not a fantasy; rather, the leader turns 
fantasy into reality 
…ABSTRACT 
Especially in spiritual or soulful contexts, utopian ideas 
can seem unrealistic. True leadership effects practical 
change in the real world. Leadership is a not a fantasy; 
rather, the leader turns fantasy into reality. To help 
concretize this, one should remember that A LEADER IS 
NOT… 
…EVERYWHERE 
As a leader, all that’s required of you is to begin leading 
in one thing. perhaps give a class, or say something nice 
to your coworker. And lest you think, I don’t know 
anything about leadership, remember this: A LEADER IS 
NOT… 
…AN EXPERT 
A person does not have to be a leadership expert to 
lead, just as a person does not have to be an optical 
expert to see. When someone is parched with thirst, you 
do not attend a workshop on the nuances of water — 
you simply give that person a drink. We live in a very 
parched world, thirsty for purpose and meaning. You 
simply have to share the water you have. And by ‘you’ 
we mean you, because a A LEADER IS NOT… 
…SOMEONE ELSE 
A leader is not many things: A leader is not a scarcity, is 
not arrogant, is not self-interested, is not the first, is not 
followed, is not a manager, is not abstract, is not 
everywhere, is not an expert, and is certainly not 
someone else. A LEADER IS SIMPLY ONE THING: 
…YOU! 
A true leader shakes people from their reverie and tells 
them, “No, you don’t need to live a life of desperation 
and confusion. Yes, you do have the ability to find 
meaning in your life, and the unique skills to fulfill that 
meaning. You are an important link in a chain of 
generations past; you have a legacy worth preserving 
and a future worth fighting for.” 
A true leader shows us that our world is indeed heading 
somewhere and that we control its movement. That we 
need not be at the mercy of personal prejudices or the 
prevailing political wind. That none of us are subservient 
to history or nature — that we are history and nature. 
That we can rid the world of war and hate and 
ignorance, and obliterate the borders separating race 
from race, rich from poor. 
Leaders show us new ways and new perspectives. They 
teach and inspire us to lead in the same way, to show 
the world a new perspective and a sublime level.  

 

Continue....Spirituality - 
 

What Leadership Is (And Is Not) 

"Only when I became prime minister and 
entered the nuclear facility did I understand 
its importance for Israeli security, which 
Shimon Peres established." 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at Former Presudent 

Shimon Peres's grave. (photo credit:HAIM ZACH/GPO)  

 
Israel marked 30 days since the death of former President 
Shimon Peres with a traditional Jewish 30 day 
memorial ceremony and tombstone unveiling on 
Friday.  
 
Friends and family gathered at Mount Herzl in 
Jerusalem and speakers included Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and President Reuven Rivlin, as 
well as Peres' grandchildren. 
 
Rivlin spoke of Peres' contributions to the world 
stating, "In the days following your passing, more 
and more stories have come out about your great 
contribution to Israel and even the world." 
 
"Above all your spirit is what made you great," Rivlin 
added.  
 
Among Peres' contributions was Israel's nuclear 
facility.  
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Current Issues - 
Netanyahu: The Dimona nuclear        
facility will be named after Peres 
By Ariel Whitman  



As director-general of the Defense Ministry in the 
mid 1950s, Peres was instrumental in building a 
close relationship with France, which agreed to sell a 
nuclear reactor to Israel. France also provided the 
technical knowledge and equipment needed to turn 
the young Jewish state into the world’s sixth nuclear 
power. Peres played another pivotal role in securing 
other key components needed for the program, all 
under the nose of the Americans. 
 
Netanyahu announced his plan to name the Dimona 
nuclear facility after the late president stating, "In 
the years in which I was an officer in the IDF, we 
trained and did a navigation near Dimona and were 
told not to go there." 
 
"Only when I became prime minister and entered 
the nuclear facility did I understand its importance 
for Israeli security, which Shimon Peres established." 
 
"I have given a directive to change the name of the 
nuclear facility in Dimona to the 'Shimon Peres     
nuclear center,'" stated Netanyahu. Netanyahu also 
read from a letter that his father had sent to Shimon 
Peres two days after the Entebbe mission in which 
Yoni Netanyahu was killed.  
 
The letter spoke of his appreciation and admiration 
for Peres, who was Israel's defense minister at the 
time.   "We missed an opportunity, each of us was 
fortified in his political position and only in the last 
years did our connection really blossom and 
strengthen," Netanyahu stated.  
 
Mika Almog, granddaughter of Peres, spoke of the 
hope that Peres brought to Israel.   
 
Almog stated, "The fear that your passing is an end 
to hope, to Israel as a nation looking for peace, a 
nation looking for leaders who are compassionate, 
not just looking to win elections or arguments." 
 
"Shimon Peres's passing is a commandment not to 
lose hope." Peres was buried between former prime 
ministers Yitzhak Shamir and Yitzhak Rabin.  
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 FREE INTERNET &  
COMPUTER SKILLS FOR          

SENIORS @ K-HALL 
 

Have you ever wondered what the Internet is? 

Broadband for Seniors is funded by the Australian 
Government to provide senior Australians, aged 
50 years and over, with free access to computers, 
Internet and basic training to help build their    
confidence in using new technology. 

Since it was announced in 2008, around 2,000 
Broadband for Seniors kiosks have opened across 
Australia with approximately 250,000 seniors   
enjoying the benefits! 

Broadband for Seniors aims to 

• Provide senior Australians with access to   
computers and the Internet via free Internet 
kiosks; 

• Support seniors to gain confidence and build 
skills in using new technology; 

• Address the issue of senior Australians feeling 
isolated and ‘left behind’ in a technological 
age.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE PROVIDE FREE INTERNET AND SKILL            
DEVELOPMENT EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 
10:00 - 11:30AM AT OUR KATRANSKY HALL - 
35 MARKWELL AVE,  SURFER PARADISE.   

For more information contact our       
office on 5570 1851 

 
 

Continue....Current Issues - 
Netanyahu: The Dimona nuclear facility will 
be named after Peres 
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It’s not just about visitation. 
 
It’s about friendship.  
 
It’s about community. 
 
The Sunshine Club is a unique volunteer program under the auspices of the Gold 
Coast Hebrew  Congregation designed to bring cheer and companionship into the 
lives of Jewish seniors all throughout the Gold Coast.  
 
Whether for seniors living on their own, in assisted living facilities or convalescent 
homes, the Sunshine Club matches up caring friends to be there with and for     
seniors - to visit, to assist and to uplift. To share experiences, to spend quality time, 
to celebrate special occasions and to create wonderful memories together. 
 

 
If you would like to become a Sunshine Club Volunteer or if you are a senior – or know of a 
senior – who can benefit from the Sunshine Club, please call our office on 5570 1851 or 
Rabbi Gurevitch on 0419 392 818 

Programs: 

 
 
 

• Weekly Friendship Visits      • Recreational Activities 
• Book-Reading                     • Arts & Crafts 
• Family Connections             • Holiday Celebrations 
• Educational Materials          • Cultural Events        
 



Sivan Yaari, founder and CEO of innovation:africa, first 
learned about real poverty in Madagascar after she 
completed her IDF army service and was working for an 
international clothing company in the African country. 
She says she had always thought that she was poor 
growing up, but as she traveled through Madagascar, 
she witnessed real poverty in the villages and realized 
that what she had experienced was nothing compared 
to how those people lived. 

Sivan Ya’ari (left) established innovation:africa in 2008. 

(photo credit:INNOVATION:AFRICA)  

 
No electricity 
 
There were many basic amenities missing in the lives of 
the people in Madagascar. 
 
“In one village, when I saw a long line of people waiting 
in the medical clinic, I assumed there was a shortage of 
doctors. And there was. But the reason was that there 
were no vaccines or medicine. And there were no 
vaccines or medicine because there was no refrigerator. 
And the reason for that was that there was no 
electricity,” Ya’ari explains. 
 
Never one to take the easy way out, Ya’ari decided that 
she needed to learn for herself how to help, not just this 
one village but the entire continent of Africa, which 
consisted of 54 countries in which some areas had no 
electricity.  

Health & Science  
innovation:africa, Israeli               
innovations saving lives in Africa 

By Ann Goldberg. Jpost 

So she took a master’s degree in energy at Columbia 
University in New York before heading back to Africa. She 
had learned that, theoretically, providing electricity could 
be quite simple and inexpensive. 
 
Finding a solution  
 
As Ya’ari explains, “The problem was also part of the 
solution.” There was a drought, which was caused by the 
heat. As there was no shortage of hours of sunshine, she 
brought two solar panels, had them installed on the roof 
of the medical clinic, and suddenly there was enough 
electricity to power the clinic and the small refrigerator 
she had purchased. 
 
With the electricity and the refrigerator on hand, more 
doctors were prepared to go to the village, as they had 
medicine and vaccines to work with. 
 
Another two solar panels brought light to the school, so 
the children could work better. That, in turn, attracted 
more and better teachers. But still not all the children 
were going to school. Some, Ya’ari discovered, were too 
weak from lack of food and water to even walk to school. 
 
It is always assumed that Africa suffers from drought 
because of lack of water, but Ya’ari says that’s just not 
true. 
 
“There is plenty of water, but it’s all in the aquifers 
underground. To bring it to the surface, you need electric 
pumps.” 
 
Once again, solar panels were installed – first to power 
the drilling to find the water, and then to power the water 
pump to bring the water up to ground level. A series of 
pipes with taps along them spread the water around the 
village, providing unlimited clean water for washing, 
drinking and food preparation. 
 
Another water pump was installed, and the Israeli 
technology of drip irrigation was applied, which enabled 
the villagers to grow crops using much less water than 
before. 
 
And with more water and more food, the women of the 
village decided to find ways of earning an income. “What 
amazed me was the entrepreneurial spirit of the women,” 
says Ya’ari. 
 
Some women sold the surplus crops they grew to other 
villages that were still without water pumps. Some 
opened a bakery and sold their baked goods, some made 
bricks for building and sold them, and some tended 
livestock and sold milk. 
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Remote monitoring 
 
In 2013, innovation:africa won an award from the United 
Nations for inventing a remote monitoring system. A 
device is installed in all their solar installations, which 
tells them exactly how much electricity is being 
produced, how much is being used and how much water 
is being pumped at any given time. It also registers if 
there are any problems in the system so the local 
population can fix them. This information can be 
retrieved from anywhere in the world. 
 
Now solar energy has been brought to 104 African 
villages, and one million people have access to water. 
 
As Ya’ari points out, she didn’t invent anything. She saw 
a need and knew that Israel had the technology. It was 
just a matter of bringing the solution to the problem. 
 
An ironic twist 
 
In the Ugandan region of Karamoja, people were dying 
of hunger. The name Karamoja probably doesn’t mean 
anything to most readers, but more than 100 years ago 
it was the province in Uganda that British colonial 
secretary Joseph Chamberlain offered Theodor Herzl to 
house homeless Russian Jews. 
 
But the Jews were not interested in a so-called 
homeland in Uganda, and the idea was shelved.   
Sivan Ya’ari’s team went to Karamoja to help bring them 
electricity and water to relieve their plight. Ya’ari is very 
proud that today the State of Israel, in its true intended 
homeland, is able to supply the technology to help 
rehabilitate the people of this African region. 
 
Back in Israel: Once an innovator... 
 
When she’s not in Africa, Sivan Ya’ari lives in Israel with 
her husband and three children. When she first moved 
to Modi’in, she was surprised to see that there were no 
nail salons in the new modern town. Never one to just 
complain about the lack of something, she opened a 
salon called iSPA EXPRESS, which offers manicures and 
pedicures, as well as other beauty treatments. True to 
her usual approach, she employs mainly single mothers 
who live in the area. 
 
Ya’ari expanded her enterprise to a chain of eight salons 
in the country, from Karmiel to Beersheba. Some she 
owns, and others are franchised. 

Continue....Health & Science  
innovation:africa, Israeli innovations          
saving lives in Africa 

Mezuzah Campaign 
 

Protecting Jewish Homes 
With Tradition 
~~~~~~~~ 

The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation has 
embarked on a campaign to reach out to as 
many Jewish homes in our community with  
the intention of having your Mezuzah 
checked or a new one to be placed.   Rabbi 
Nir Gurevitch has already  visited many 
homes and is available to visit your home or 
business.    
 
The mezuzah is one of the unique divine 
commandments for which the Torah states 
its reward - long life for oneself and one's 
children. Additionally we are assured that a 
kosher mezuzah will protect the house and 
those living in it wherever they may be.   
 
For more information please  contact our 
Shule on 55 701 851 or Rabbi Nir Gurevitch 
on 0419 392 818.  Please note that our 
Shule’s Judaica shop features a wide variety 
of beautiful Mezuzah cases to choose from.          
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Question:   (from Zac, age 4) 
 
Why doesn't G‑d make a flood to take away all the 
yucky people, like He did for Noah? 
 
Answer:  Zac, I know you are a very good boy, but have 
you ever been naughty? Did you ever hurt your little 
brother, or say something rude to your mommy? 

G‑d wants us to be good all the time, but we don't    
always get it right. Even good boys like you can      
sometimes do the wrong thing. 
 
It is a pity that we are naughty sometimes, but the 
most important thing is that we stop being naughty and 
say sorry. Then it's OK again, and we can start being 
good and doing what's right. 
 
If a flood would come every time someone did       
something bad, no one would get the chance to say 
sorry and change. So G‑d has patience. He is waiting for 
the yucky people to realize that they are wrong and to 
start behaving. 
 
In the times of Noah, G‑d warned the people to change 
their ways 120 years before He brought the flood. The 
flood only happened because no one changed their bad 
ways in all that time. They even watched Noah building 
the ark, and he told them the flood was coming, but 
they still didn't start behaving themselves. From that 
story we learn how silly it is to keep on being yucky 
when we have the ability to change. 
 
G‑d always gives us a chance, because even when we 
do something bad, He knows how good we can be 

 
 

Ask The Rabbi -    
 

Why Doesn't G-d Flood Away     
the Yucky People? 
By Aron Moss 
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Mums and Bubs Get Together!!! 

All mothers and toddlers are invited to a     
morning of fun, learning, Jewish Arts 
and crafts and songs.  Incorporating   
Jewish festivals, Alef- bet and games. 

Every Monday at 10am, at Katranski 
Hall,  35 Markwel Ave. Surfers Paradise 

$10 to cover snacks and arts & crafts 

-Everyone Welcome -  

 
 

- Kosher Meals at all Gold Coast                   
Public   Hospitals' -  

 
We would like to inform everyone that a 
new service has been implemented in 
which any Jewish  patient at any Gold 
Coast Public Hospital can request Kosher 
food which will be supplied by the       
hospital.  Please relate this to anyone 
you know who has been admitted to    
hospital so they can take advantage of 
this service 

 
 

 



Personal Development: 
Growing Each Day  
 

By Rabbi Dr.  Abraham Twerski  

 
Three types of people live an unlivable life: 
those who are overly compassionate, 
overly irritable, or overly sensitive (Pesachim 
113b). 
 
Why is being overly sensitive so unlivable? If we 
sustain a severe sunburn, we avoid contact with 
other people, because what would normally be a 
friendly pat on the back or a gentle caress can cause 
exquisite pain. 
 
Our emotions can become as overly sensitive as our 
skin, and things which would otherwise be neutral, 
if not pleasant, may be very painful. To avoid being 
hurt, we may withdraw from human contact or set 
up other barriers to communication. 
 
The ego is the source for this touchiness. When 
people's egos become inflated, they feel superior to 
others and imagine that they deserve more 
recognition. No amount of recognition is sufficient, 
however, and other people's innocent comments or 
actions are misinterpreted as insults or slights. 
 
Unlike sunburnt skin, ego-burnt emotions are not 
easily recognized. This lack of awareness may then 
cause these poor people to think that others intend 
to harm them. Such misinterpretations will make 
their lives unlivable. 
 
Today I shall... 
 
try to avoid reacting reflexively to painful 
experiences, and try to understand that my 
discomfort may be due to my sensitivity 
rather than to others' behavior. 
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Jewish tradition ordains that whenever the Torah is 
read we are granted a special and uniquely          
opportune moment to invoke blessing for those in need 
of divine intervention. From time immemorial it has 
therefore been the custom to recite a "Mi 
Sheberach" (prayer for the sick) on behalf of      people 
who are ill.  We pray for the people below, and wish 
them a  speedy recovery:  

Man 
Reuven Ben Rochel  

Yehuda Avraham Ben Beila Chaya 
Michael Ben Baila Chaya 

Daniel Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 
Shlomo Ben Dahlia 

Adam Gideon Ben Leah 
Michael Ben Mina 

Mordechai Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 
Yishai Ben Sara 

Tom Ben Miriam 
Chaim Ha’Levi Ben Miriam 

Shimon Dovid Ben Sara 
Tzvi Avigdor Ben Chaya Shaindl 

Shmuel Ben Sara 
Philip Ben Faygelle 

Aaron Ben Sara 
Yehushua Ben Leah 
Yochu Ben Binner 

Chanan Halevi Ben Tatyana  
Yaakov Haleyvi ben Brurya 
Dovid haleyvi Ben Penina  

Yoshke ben Anna 
Zalman Chaim be Devorah  

Favdu Ben Gitel 
 

Women     
 Rivka Bat Adele 
Sarah Bat Chana 

 Tziyona Bat Chana  
Peryla Bas Chana 

Rivka Bas Sara 
Faygelle Bas Chana 
Tatyana Baas Fayna 

Tirtza Bas Tikvah 
Shoshana Bas Batsheva 

Rochel Bas Rivkah 
 

Misheberch - Prayer for the sick 



It was a number of years ago and we were on a    
Sunday outing with our kids. After biking around 
some ocean-side trails, we climbed some small rocks 
to sit and admire the view. While relaxing there, a 
woman came huffing and puffing up the hill (even 
hill is putting it a little strongly!). Glaring at my     
husband, she said, “Well aren’t you going to get up 
and help me?” He was a little startled by the         
vehemence in her voice but she seemed in need of 
assistance so he began to get up to comply. 
 
He was stopped by some noise behind him. There 
was another man, a few rocks behind us, hidden 
from our view, who was also responding to the 
woman’s call for help. The difference was that he 
seemed to know her! My husband slowly and 
slightly self-consciously sat back down as we watch 
the woman’s husband assist her. 
 
We laugh about it now but for that brief moment of 
confusion, we were really appalled by the chutzpah 
of someone who would yell at a stranger like that! 
Now you could argue that we should also be         
appalled by someone who would yell at her husband 
like that and you would be of course correct but that 
is a separate issue.  
 
What struck me here was how quick we are to 
judge. Yes, we glanced around but we didn’t look 
carefully and after just a cursory examination, we 
assumed this woman addressing us was a very rude 
person. 
 
Now again, it’s possible her husband also thinks 
she’s a very rude person but that’s not my point. My 
point is that it’s so easy to judge, that we leap to 
conclusions so quickly, without all the facts. When 
preparing for the recent High Holidays, I was         
reminded of the Torah principle that the Almighty 
judges us the way we judge others.  

Family -  
Rude or Misunderstood? 

The stranger who yelled at my husband      
and the perils of misjudging others. 
 
 

by Emuna Braverman  

If we are compassionate, He will be compassionate 
with us. If we are patient, He will be patient with us. 
If we are forgiving, He will be forgiving of us. And if 
we judge others favorably, He will judge us            
favorably. Of course the reverse is also true, God 
forbid. 
 
It is SO easy to assume negative motivations on the 
part of other human beings. It is so easy to take 
their actions or their words personally. It is so easy 
to be hurt – and to be unforgiving. And it is so easy 
to be wrong. 
 
Although this story happened many years ago, we 
have never forgotten. One reason is because it is so 
unusual and we were so taken aback by the           
experience. But the other is because of the learning 
opportunity embedded therein. It seemed so        
obvious she was talking to my husband. We didn’t 
see anyone else and yet she wasn’t. We had       
completely misjudged her (if not her tone, at least 
her intent). 
 
And she was a stranger, someone we had no prior 
experience with. But how often do we do this with 
people we love? With people we trust? With people 
who deserve better? 
 
We make excuses – it’s our ego, our insecurity, the 
way they said it, our past experience – but in the 
end there is no justification. And if we don’t judge 
favorably we end up sowing the seeds of baseless 
hatred and resentment. I’m grateful when the      
lessons I have to learn are taught in such a            
humorous fashion and I’m grateful for the reminder 
and for the hint of self-interest. I certainly want the 
Almighty to judge me favorably so I’m going to up 
my game in how I judge others. 
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Many years ago in Poland there lived a wealthy Jewish         
merchant who bought flax from the nobility and then resold it 
abroad. At the same time, he pursued the commandment of 
"pidyun shevuim," ransoming prisoners. (In those days it was 
not unusual for Jews to languish in debtors' prisons when they 
failed to pay on time for leasing inns or other properties.) 
 
One day the merchant was on his way to the estate of one of 
the Polish landowners, when he fell asleep at the reins of his 
carriage. As he dozed, the horses wandered off the path. When 
the merchant awakened he found himself on an unknown 
road . In front of him was a carriage driver fixing a broken 
wheel. Inside the carriage, a Polish gentleman sat looking angry 
and impatient. The merchant asked the nobleman if he could 
be of any assistance. 
 
"Yes, you certainly can," he replied. "I would be most grateful if 
you would drive me to the inn just 15 minutes ride from here. I 
could use a bit of whiskey, and I will be happy to treat you to 
some also in return for the favor." 
 
"I will be happy to take you to the inn," the merchant replied. 
On the way they spoke amiably, and the nobleman discovered 
that the merchant dealt in flax, which was one of his primary 
crops. "What a happy coincidence," he said, and they agreed to 
meet again to conduct some business. 
 
When they arrived at the inn the Jewish innkeeper rushed to 
offer the Pole, who was his landlord, hospitality. The merchant 
went into the other room to say his afternoon prayers. He 
couldn't help but overhear snippets of conversation. "Moshke, 
you had better pay up the rent, now!" the landlord barked. The 
Jew responded meekly about the terrible snows which had 
kept customers away. 
 
The merchant finished praying, and was about to leave, but the 
innkeeper begged him to partake of some refreshments. "No, 
I'd better be on my way," the merchant replied. "But tell me, 
are you having problems with the landlord?" 
 
"He's drunk now. I hope when he sobers up he'll extend me 
credit a bit longer." The two Jews bade each other farewell, 
and the merchant departed. 
 
When the flax harvest arrived, the Jewish merchant              
remembered the Polish landlord. He went to the estate, and 
the Pole was glad to make a deal with him. They settled on a 
price and drew up a contract. The conversation was friendly, 
and the merchant mentioned Moshke. "How is our friend, the 
innkeeper?" 
 
"Oh, I put him in prison. Imagine, after all the chances I gave 
him, he still didn't pay me! Now, it's his wife's problem to come 
up with the money!" 

Story -  
The Pious Thief 
By Menachem Posner 

"What! I can't believe you actually imprisoned the poor fellow! 
How much does he owe you?" asked the merchant. 
 
The landlord mentioned a figure, exactly the sum agreed upon 
for the deposit. The merchant placed the money in the Pole's 
hand, and said, "There is the money he owes you. Now, set him 
free!" 
 
"Fine. Now give me the money for the deposit and we'll        
conclude our deal." 
 
"I'm sorry, Sir. I have no more money with me." 
 
"I have never seen such a thing!" exclaimed the Pole. "You 
have just given all your money to an utter stranger, and in the 
bargain, you have lost out on a wonderful deal that could have 
made you a tidy profit!" 
 
"What you say is true, Sir, except for one thing. That Jew is not 
a stranger to me. He is my brother, and it is my duty to redeem 
him." 
 
The Pole was stunned. "You are a fine fellow. I will sign the 
contract without a deposit. I will also write a letter of            
recommendation to my brother-in-law, also a flax merchant. 
He will be anxious to do business with you." 
 
The Jewish innkeeper was returned to his joyful family, and the 
gratitude they felt toward the merchant was inexpressible. But 
how on earth would they ever be able to repay him for his 
kindness? "I wouldn't sell my mitzva (commandment) for any 
amount of money!" the merchant declared, and they parted in 
happiness and with a deep feeling of brotherhood. 
 
The merchant proceeded to the other landlord with the letter 
of recommendation. Just as the first Pole promised, his relative 
was happy to sell his flax to the Jew. They were about to     
conclude the deal when the merchant heard a child crying in 
Yiddish, "Daddy, Mommy, I want to go home!" 
 
"Why is a Jewish child here, away from his parents?" 
 
"I had to take him so his parents would pay what they owe 
me!" 
 
The merchant suddenly rose from his seat. "I can't do business 
with a man who would take a child as hostage!" 
 
The Pole was anxious not to lose the sale. "I'll have the child 
returned, just let's finish our business." Just as his brother-in-
law had done, this man also concluded the deal without a 
deposit, and the merchant made a very nice profit on the sale 
of the flax. In addition, he accrued yet another precious mitzva 
to his account when the child was returned to his grieving        
parents. 
 
The Jewish merchant was rewarded in this world as well as the 
next. But he was blessed with yet another great reward, the 
birth of two sons who lit up the world with their holiness, the 
illustrious tzadikim, Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk and Reb Zusia of 
Anipoli. 
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- Glass Art Shule Panels -  Dedication & Memorial Project 
 
 
 

Hurry, only one panel left!!! 
 
We would like to bring to your attention that  only a 
few panels of our  traditional stained glass panels are 
left. This panels permanently decorates our northern 
Shule wall above the main entrance of our Synagogue. 
The very brightly colored glass panels are translucent, 
flooding the sanctuary with light, color and meaning. 
 
The style of the glass panels depict the 12 Jewish 
months of the year and their  significance. Each glass 
panel contains the representational imagery. The 
symbols are carefully chosen to represent the most important elements of the month being depicted. 
 
The idea behind this project is to allow those who commemorate a Yartzeit in the memory of a loved one 
occurring in the month of Tishrie/September to dedicate that glass panel in their memory. With a plaque 
attached underneath the Glass art panel. If the Yartzeit is in the month of Cheshvan/October that particular   
window can be selected. The same is for any of the 12 months of the year. 
 
The cost for the glass art panel dedication is: $6000.00 for one entire glass panel dedication.   For further 
details please contact our office on 5570 1851.  
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Form of Bequest 
When Making a Will 

 
I ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Give and bequeath to the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Inc. of 34 
Hamilton Avenue Surfers Paradise Queensland (P.O. Box 133 Surfers 
Paradise, 4217 ) the sum of $_______________________Free from all duties, 
to be applied to the general purposes of the Congregation and I declare 
that a receipt therefore signed by the President or Treasurer for the 
time being of the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Inc. shall be full and 
sufficient discharge for this bequest. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Why should I remember the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation in my 
will? 
 
 
 

You care deeply about Jewish continuity on the Gold Coast and want 
to see Judaism flourish in our community. The Gold Coast Hebrew 
Congregation is serving our local community today and will continue 
to serve generations into the future.  
 
This gift can, in some circumstances, be greater than anything you 
could donate during a lifetime.  Thank you in advance for this 
generous contribution. 
 

For more information contact our office on: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712 
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au   |   WEBSITE: www.goldcoasthc.org.au 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Moishe ran a text book store on campus called Moishe’s Texts that was famous for doling out a 
little advice along with the semester’s new course materials. 

One morning a student named Catherine entered the store, asking for the text book for her     
finance class in business school. Moishe pulled it off the shelf and gave it to her. 

“How much do I owe you?” asked Catherine. 

“One hundred and ninety five dollars,” replied Moishe. 

“One hundred and ninety five dollars?!” Catherine exclaimed. “That’s insane! Can I at least make 
some of that back at the end of the semester if I sell the book back to you?” 

“Sure,” said Moishe. “You get forty five dollars of you sell it back.” 

Catherine sighed and gave Moishe her credit card. 

“I didn’t take any fancy business school courses or anything, but if you ask me, someone who 
buys a text book for $195 and sells it back for $45 should automatically fails a course called 
‘Finance’”. 
 
Moishe and Miriam, both a bit stubborn, were involved in a petty argument, both of them       
unwilling to admit they might be in error. 

"I'll admit I'm wrong," Miriam told her husband in a conciliatory attempt, "if you'll admit I'm 
right." 

Moishe agreed and, like a gentleman, insisted she go first. 

"I'm wrong," Miriam said. 

With a twinkle in his eye, Moishe responded, "You're right!" 
 
Joe had just recently become Orthodox and was looking to get married so he went to his friend 
Mike was who trying to become a part time shadchan – matchmaker. Joe was a little worried 
about this whole blind date business especially the idea of going out with someone he'd never 
seen before. "What do I do if I don’t find her attractive in the slightest?" says Joe. "I'll be stuck 
with her all evening." 

"Don't worry," Mike says, "just go up to her door and meet her first. If you really can’t stand the 
way she looks just shout 'Aaaaaauuuggghhh!' and fake an asthma attack." 

So that night, Joe knocks at the girl's door and when she comes out he is awe-struck at how     
attractive she is. He's about to speak when the girl suddenly shouts: 

"Aaaaaauuuggghhh!" 
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Laughter….The Best Medicine 
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                                                                                                                                                                           Chefs Corner  

 

 

 
Inspired by Italian fare, I developed this recipe, which has    
become a family favorite. The lightness of the ingredients    
allows the meat to shine without being masked by heavy wine 
flavors that sometimes dominate roasts. 
 
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 
3 pounds square roast or California roast 
1 (12-ounce) jar marinated artichoke hearts, rinsed well and 
drained 
1 (16-ounce) jar sweet red pepper slices, rinsed well and 
drained 
24 fresh basil leaves 
8 fresh garlic cloves, roughly chopped 
1 medium onion, peeled, roughly chopped 
10 ounces (about 30-35) cherry tomatoes, stems discarded 
1 teaspoon dried basil 
1 teaspoon dried oregano 
½ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
¼ cup tomato paste 
½ cup white wine, such as Sauvignon Blanc or Pinot Grigio 
 
Heat the oil in a large pot over medium heat. Add the meat; sear for 4-6 minutes per side, until nicely 
browned. Using tongs, remove the meat to a plate or cutting board. 
 
To the pot, add drained artichokes, red peppers, fresh basil, garlic, onion, tomatoes, dried basil, oregano, 
and pepper. Sauté for 5 minutes; stirring occasionally, until fragrant, scraping up the browned bits from 
the bottom of the pot. Return the meat to the pot. Add water to come halfway up on the roast. In a 
small bowl, stir together tomato paste and wine. Pour over the meat. Cover the pot. Turn the heat to 
low; simmer, covered, for 3 hours. 
 
Allow meat to cool. Transfer to a cutting board; slice against the grain, using a serrated knife. Using a 
slotted spoon, transfer the vegetables to a platter. Arrange the meat in the center. Return the heat to 
high; reduce the juices for 5-6 minutes to concentrate the flavor. Drizzle the roast with pan juices. 
 
Tuscan Square Roast yields 6-8 servings 
 
By ‘Kosher by Design’  

TUSCAN SQUARE ROAST 



- Our new variety of classes in our new weekly Series - 
Our lessons probe the depth of contemporary Torah thought, with a special focus on    
issues  surrounding spirituality, the human psyche, love and interpersonal relationships. 
Every  experience offers meaningful and timely lessons – from the most timeless of texts. 
You will walk away surprised, inspired, and knowing more about who we are as Jews, and 
who you are as an individual. We invite you to browse through the topics in this           
catalogue of classes below and join us for a weekly dose of uplifting Jewish study. If you 
find any topics that you think may  be of interest to your friends, please   encourage them 
to come along. Checkout our  variety of classes on page 7-8 
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Cheder Sunday School Children in action with High Holiday activities!!! 

Sukkot Party for the entire family and communal Lulav and Etrog visits with our Sukkah on wheels 
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      WE THANK THE  
FOLLOWING FOR THEIR  

ALIYA OFFERING  
 

Gerald Moses 
David Rebibou 
Isaac Zulaikha 
Norman Lelah 
Yfrach Aptekar 

Kim Goriss 
David Goldzweig 
Andrew Berkhut 

Rabbi Nir Gurevitch 
Ben Sternfeld OAM 

Murray Hartman 
George Pollak 
Pinchas Cohen 

Ivan Movitz 
Raphael Sebbag 
Geoffrey  Hyman 

John Gallo 
Edor Balbin 

Menashe Harkham 
Harry Kalinski 
John Donath 

P. Woolf 
Moty Grau 

Tommy Berrebi 
Dion Lewis 
Phil Lewis 

Dr. J. Cohen 
Mr. A Almog 
George Gold 

Avi Cohen 
David Wise 

Dr. Mark Spanner 
Vernon Jackson 

Scott Lewis 
Avi Cohen 

Gaby Elishav 
Isaac Teller 
Mr. Darfan 

John Goldstein 
Mendy Dalfin 

Yacov Harkham  
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YAHRTZEIT OBSERVANCE 
FOR THE MONTH OF  

Mar Cheshvan  -  November 
 

10th Cheshvan-11th November 
Habiba Zulaikha-Mother of Isaac  

Zulaikha 
 

15th Cheshvan- 16th November 
Sonia Lewis-Mother of Scott Lewis 

 
18th Cheshvan- 19th November 
Yehuda Koppel-Brother of Freda 

Cheilyk 
 

27th Cheshvan-28th November 
Max Pomeranz-Father of Leo      

Pomeranz 
 

28th Cheshvan- 29th November 
Neville Santer-Husband of Clare 

Santer 
 

28th Cheshvan- 29th November 
Lional Efron-Father of Raymond 

Efron 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS FOR NOVEMBER   

 
 
 
 

Geoffrey Levitt  3rd 
Janette Kornhauser 8th 
Ephraim Szterenberg 12th 
Lorna Donath  15th 
Leon Guralnek  17th 
Mark Spanner  17th 
Stanley Rubens  19th 
Ben Slonim   18th 
Andrew Berkhut  21st 
Moty Grau   22nd 
John Goldstein  28th 
Lynette Moses  29th 
Felix Finckenberg  29th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Refuah Sheleyma -  speedy recovery  

 
 

 
 Barbara Stewart-Kann  

Raymond Efron  
Betty Semp  

Geofrey Levitt  
 



 
If undeliverable return to: 
 
The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 
P. O. Box 133 
Surfers Paradise  4217 
Queensland,  Australia 
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