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The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Newsletter

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Friends
This past month was another busy month at our Shule.
We had a huge turnout for the special ‘Challah Baking’
as part of the international ‘One Shabbat Celebration’.
Special thanks to Dina Gurevitch, Sarah Rebibou, and
Isabelle Grau.
We also hosted special guests from Bnei-Akivah youth
group from Melbourne, Sydney and Perth who created
a fantastic atmosphere in our Shule over Shabbat. They
also ran a exciting and fun activities for our Sunday
School Cheder children (checkout the photo pages).
We are now getting ready for ‘Chanukah in the Park
2016’.
A lot of preparation and hard work is ahead of us to
create a wonderful celebration, promising to better
than the previous years.
This year we will entertain you with a special
presentation from the children of our Cheder Sunday
School and a spectacular ‘Zimboys African Acrobat
Show’ together with beautiful food and more. Hope that
you will be attending this celebration with us on
Thursday, 29th of December 2016.
Don't forget to enrol your children to our Summer day
Camp in January, first come first serve basis, as there are
limited spots available. Check our newsletter for more
info.
If you are planning a vacation trip this summer, have a
great and safe time on your holidays and will see you
again in 2017.
David Rebibou,
President GCHC
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SYNAGOGUE NOTICES

THE GUIDE FOR JEWISH
EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES

OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday:
8:30am – 1:00pm

Monday - weekly at 7:30pm - Assorted Topics
and Kabbalah @ the Shule’s Katranski Hall

SHOP HOURS
Monday, Wednesday , and Friday: 9:30am –
1:00pm

Thursday Talmud class - 7:00pm at the Rabbi’s
home.

SERVICE PRAYER TIMES

Shabbat afternoon Topical insights: @ 6:00pm

WEEKDAYS
Shacharit: Monday & Thursday - 6:30am
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday - 6:55am

Personalised learning with the Rabbi - Please tel.
Rabbi Gurevitch 0419 392 818

SHABBAT
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday at 6:00pm
Shacharit: 9:00am. Shiur-class at 8:40am
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 6:00pm

Women Learning Classes with Rebbetzin Dina
Gurevitch- Please tel. 0405 100 149
Women Rosh Chodesh Group - takes place every
Jewish new month where women of all
backgrounds and affiliation come together to
learn, schmooze and enjoy a scrumptious supper
and interesting speaker. To join us please contact
our office on 5570 1851 or Rebbetzin Dina
Gurevitch on 0405 100 149

SUNDAY AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
Shacharit: 8:00am
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 6:00pm

THE GOLD COAST HEBREW CONGREGATION

After School Cheder - Every Sunday during
school term from 9:30am - 11:30am. For ages
5-13

ADDRESS
34 Hamilton Ave, Surfers Paradise
P.O. Box 133. Surfers Paradise, Qld 4217

At Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation. 35 Markwell
Ave entrance, Surfers Paradise

OFFICE
Administrator - Belinda Werb
Phone: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au

During your school hours - We come to you
Surfers Paradise State School - Every Wednesday
@ 11:50pm

RABBI NIR GUREVITCH
Mobile: 0419 392 818
Email: ngurvtch@ozemail.com.au

Benowa State School - Every Friday @ 10:00am

PRESIDENT
David Rebibou
Email: d.b.rebibou@hotmail.com
Phone: 0449 988 398

Bellevue Park State School - Every Thursday @
1:55pm

WEBSITE: www.goldcoasthc.org.au
The articles printed in this newsletter are not necessarily the
views or policies of the GCHC. Copyright © 2015
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The Chanuka Heroine
She was escorted to the general's tent and told him that
she has a gift for him.
She produced the cheese and he began to devour it. After
satisfying himself with the cheese, he became extremely
thirsty. Yehudit then gave him the wine to quench his
thirst. All it took was a few gulps of the strong wine and
Holofernes fell into a deep stupor.
In the silence of the night, Yehudit beheaded the general
with his own sword, and placed his head in her bag. She
quickly left the Greek campsite and went directly to the
Jewish army's camp. She excitedly recounted what had
just happened, and suggested that now was the time for
the Jews to attack the enemy preemptively.

Of the many laws pertaining to lighting the Menora
during Chanuka, one rule tends to stick out more than
others. It is the law that during the entire time that the
candles are burning, Jewish women may not do any
chores, household or otherwise.
The little-known story behind this law is an essential part
of the greater story of Chanuka. It underlines the
bravery of one woman, whose heroic acts should be a
model for us, as well.
During the Syrian Greeks' siege on the Land of Israel, a
Greek general by the name of Holofernes demanded
that before any Jewish woman marries, she must spend
one night with him. One can imagine the distraught
atmosphere this caused among the Jews, and the
reluctance of many Jewish women to enter the covenant
of marriage.
One woman, the beautiful Yehudit, daughter of
Yochanan the High Priest, realizing that the continuity of
the Jewish nation was in jeopardy, decided to put an end
to this horrible decree. On the evening preceding her
own wedding, she packed a bag with cheese and strong
wine, and approached the general's campsite.

When they saw what her bag contained, it boosted their
morale and gave them the strength to continue battling
the Greeks. The army immediately regrouped and
attacked the camp that Yehudit had just come from. As
the Greek soldiers saw that they were being attacked they
ran to their general's tent to get instruction on warding
off the attack, only to find his headless body lying on the
bed. The Greeks scattered at the site of their fallen
general, thus giving the Jews an easy victory. This victory,
and the Jews' triumph in many other battles, eventually
led to the Jews regaining control of their land.
The heroic bravery that Yehudit showed is something that
we can all learn from. She did not worry for her own
safety and well-being. Instead she took the initiative and
saved the Jewish people from a lurking danger. Her
courage, and that of many brave Jewish men and women
throughout our history, is evidence of our ability to
persevere and survive, even in the hardest of times.
With the faith that G-d is on our side, regardless of who
the enemy may be, we will always be victorious.

With blessings for a happy and joyous Chanukah,
Rabbi Nir Gurevitch
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Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation

Invites you to...
End of year concert and presentation
Of our Sunday School Cheder children
Sunday, 4th December at 10:00am 2016

Come along to see our kids in
action!!
Starting at 10:00am to 11:30am.
At the Katranski Communal Hall.
35 Markwell Ave, Surfers Paradise
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Younger group ages 5-8
run by Dina Gurevitch
Older group age 9-13 run
by Rabbi Gurevitch

For more information contact our
office on 5570 1851
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Facts & Figures: Who: All Jewish Children age 5-13 When: Monday– Friday, 9th-13th January, 2017.
Time:
9:00am - 3:00pm.
Where: Surfers Paradise State School - 42 St Andrews Ave, Isle Of Capri, Surfers Paradise.
Cost:
$180.00 early bird special if paid by 23 December. $210.00 if paid after the 23 Dec. Fee includes all excursion.
10% discount for second and subsequent child. By popular demand: LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED
For More
Information: Please ring our office on 5570 1851 or Rabbi Gurevitch on 0419 392 818 or email: gchc@westnet.com.au
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IsraelPotential Trump Secretary of State: Killing
Iran Nuclear Deal ‘Courageous but
Necessary’ Step Incoming Administration
Must Take by Barney Breen-Portnoy
Former US Ambassador to the UN John Bolton.
Photo: American Enterprise Institute. Revoking the
Iran nuclear deal is a “courageous but necessary”
step President-elect Donald Trump must take after
he enters the White House in January, a former US
ambassador to the UN said on Sunday.
“[T]he unambiguous signal it would send worldwide
cannot be underestimated,” John Bolton — who
has been touted as a potential secretary of state in
the incoming Trump administration — wrote in
a New York Post op-ed.
Bolton slammed outgoing President Barack
Obama’s foreign affairs conduct during his two
terms in office, saying, “[T]he world is more
dangerous today than eight years ago.”
Obama’s foreign policy legacy, Bolton said,
“includes reduced American global influence,
dramatically underfunded military and intelligence
capabilities, and rising concern among longtime
allies about Washington’s understanding of
international threats. A world of nuclear-weapons
proliferation and growing radical Islamic terrorism
are the consequences.”
According to Bolton, Trump will face “his most
immediate international challenges” in the Middle
East.
Referring to the threat posed by the Islamic State
group, Bolton said, “President-elect Trump has
been emphatic that destroying ISIS must be an
urgent priority, not Obama’s slow-motion approach
that has simply allowed ISIS to continue recruiting
adherents and training and deploying terrorists
throughout the West. In addition, however, a
Trump anti-ISIS strategy must also correct Obama’s
misguided reliance on the Baghdad government,
which has become little more than an Iranian
puppet.

Former US Ambassador to the UN John Bolton. Photo:
American Enterprise Institute.

In this complex multi-sided war, the defeat of any
combatant inevitably advantages all the others.
The goal should be to destroy ISIS while benefiting
Iran to the least extent possible.”
After ISIS is defeated, Bolton said, “Sunni Arabs
who previously supported ISIS (or accepted it
because they could not resist) will not again be
quietly relegated to the tender mercies of an Irandominated Iraqi government or Bashar al-Assad’s
regime in Syria…Either a new state must be
created out of the wreckage of Syria and Iraq, or
some other durable approach must be found…In
the midst of this wasteland that has developed
over the past eight years, Israel and America’s
Arab friends are desperately waiting for a strong
American president who understands who his
friends are.”
In an interview with The Algemeiner last week, an
expert on the Islamic Republic said Iran feared it
could be the “big loser” from Trump’s victory over
Hillary Clinton in last Tuesday’s presidential
election.
“I think the reactions we’ve seen from Iran — the
urging of Trump to maintain the nuclear deal,
the warning that he can’t roll it back — suggest
that they’re worried about the fact that existing US
policy, which is very favorable to Iran, could
change pretty substantially over the course of the
next several months,” Ilan Berman — of the
Washington, DC-based conservative think tank the
American Foreign Policy Council — said.
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Current IssuesMy Son’s Suicide
Don’t reduce my bright, witty, loving
son who struggled with mental illness
to details of his death.
by Toby Weitzman
After the death of my son, I wrote an article about “The
do’s and don’ts” when expressing sympathy to a parent
who lost a child. I saw how uncomfortable people were,
how they were a loss for words, and I offered
suggestions to families and friends offering condolences.
Traveling this unthinkable road I have found the same
awkward and oftentimes hurtful behavior that is
connected to suicide. Society attaches a stigma to
suicide. Survivors of suicide loss may encounter blame,
judgment or social exclusion, while mourners of loved
ones who have died from terminal illness, accident, old
age or other kinds of deaths usually receive sympathy
and compassion.

We tend to label the person as selfish, maybe crazy. We
think they took the easy way out.
Well let me tell you, it’s almost always none of these. The
primary goal of a suicide is not to end life, but to end pain.
My son was unable to hold onto any semblance of pain
going away. While some may argue that a person who
dies by suicide has done so by their own choice, in many
cases serious mental illness limits choice, and this
debilitation is recognized by Jewish law. My son was the
bravest person I knew. He, like so many others, went to
battle every day, every night, for 15 years.

The stigma overlooks the way my son lived, the bright,
witty, gentle, loving young man he was, and focuses
instead on his death. When someone suffering from
cancer dies, we don’t reduce the person to the details of
their death. We think of and remember the person, who
they were, what they did in their lifetime, how they will
be missed.

My son, and I know I am speaking for hundreds of others,
tried for years to have a normal life, with normal jobs,
friends, everything most of us take for granted. But those
who struggle with mental health issues don’t take
anything for granted. If they have one hour of peace, one
hour of productive work, one hour of a meaningful
relationship, they are grateful. And year after year, month
after month, day after day of dealing with horrendous
demons does not make them selfish or crazy.

I could have been part of this group as well until my son
took his own life.

Their intense pain blinds them from seeing the possibility
of a peaceful life in their future. Had he lived perhaps in
20 years there might have been a cure.

My son suffered from schizophrenia and I would
randomly be asked if he “committed suicide”. That is
terribly hurtful and painful to the survivors of suicide. I
was initially taken aback at the insensitivity. But when
this occurred several times I realized it was less of an
insensitivity issue and more of a curiosity, a fascination
about the act itself, and a lack of understanding that a
neurobiological illness is no different than cancer,
diabetes, etc.

I am by no means an advocate of taking one’s life. What I
am an advocate of and will fight ferociously for is to erase
the stigma connected to suicide so our loved ones will be
given the respect they deserve, and the survivors will
never feel ashamed, isolated or Judged.
For some who have been blessed not to have any mental
health issues in their lives (it affects one family member in
five) schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and depression
unfortunately seem to define the individual. We say this
person is schizophrenic, is bipolar, is depressed. We never
say, “Janet is cancer.” Yes, it’s an issue of semantics, but I
think it also conveys so much more. Our loved ones who
suffer from a mental illness must not be defined by their
illness or their death.

There is a captivation to suicide we choose not to admit.
It scares us and fascinates us at the same time. We
wonder what they were thinking during the minutes and
hours before taking their life. Whether this is an act of
bravery or cowardice on their part? If there is a part
inside of us that has at times in our own lives can relate
to this act?
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Continue….

Current Issues

My Son’s Suicide

ArchaeologyTrove of 3,600-Year-Old Artifacts Found
Near Judean Foothills by JNS.org

Judaism views suicide as a sin. Life is a precious gift
bestowed by God. It is not ours to treat cavalierly. But
the suicide of someone suffering from serious mental
illness is more akin to a death by a disease, which it is.
Under these horrific circumstances, the taking of one’s
life is not entirely one’s volition. Recognizing this gives
much comfort to the families.
In the United States, someone dies by suicide every 13
minutes, and each death intimately affects at least six
others, according to the American Association of
Suicidology. Those who are directly affected include
immediate family members, relatives, neighbors,
friends, fellow students and/or co-workers.
I spoke with my heart at my son’s funeral about his life
and struggles, explaining what we and others face when
dealing with mental health issues, particularly
schizophrenia. I felt Jake was there with me, and I was
speaking through him.
In the days thereafter as friends and family came to offer
their condolences and support, the outpouring of thanks
for sharing my story was overwhelming. If there was any
comfort to be found, it was from these expressions of
gratitude and knowing a new light was shed to help
others.

A medallion found in Tel Gezer. Photo: Klara Amit,
Israel Antiquities Authority

A treasure trove of ancient gold and silver artifacts
dating back some 3,600 years was recently
discovered in Tel Gezer, an archaeological site on
the Judean foothills, the Israel Antiquities Authority
and the Israel Nature and Parks Authority
announced Monday.
The Canaanite period artifacts were found by a joint
excavation mission of the IAA, Parks Authority and
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Lead
archaeologists Dr. Eli Yanai of the Antiquities
Authority, Dr. Zvika Zuk of the Parks Authority, and
Drs. Jim Parker and Dan Warner -- both of the New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary -- agreed that
the trove was most likely part of a ceremonial
offering that was laid in the center of the multilevel
structure being excavated.
The artifacts were found in a pot wrapped in fabric
that was still somewhat intact. An analysis of the
fibers and the method of weaving indicated the
fabric was a type of linen. The fabric find is highly
important in and of itself, as there have only been
two fabric finds in Israel dating back to the
Canaanite period.
The find includes five artifacts, three of which were
made of silver that has become considerably
corroded, preventing researchers from studying
them properly.
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Continue….. Trove of 3,600-Year-Old

Fables & Parables

Artifacts Found Near Judean Foothills

By Yanki Tauber

The other two items include a silver medallion and a
gold-framed seal. The medallion consists of a silver
disk on which an eight-pointed star is engraved. The
disk is flanked by two thin "horns," from which it
would have connected to a rope or a chain.
Archaeologist Dr. Irit Tziper said that the symbols on
the disk are known to represent Canaanite gods
similar to the Mesopotamian gods Ishtar and Sin.
The second artifact found was a gold-framed
Egyptian seal from the Hyksos period.

Work
Why must everything be so difficult? Couldn't G‑d
have designed our lives so that we wouldn't need to
encounter disappointments, challenges and toil
every step of the way?

This must be one of the oldest questions ever asked.
The answer--that an "easy" life would also be a
Analysis of the artifacts indicates that the trove was meaningless life--is probably just as old. And so is
placed in its location as an offering in a structure the parable told to illustrate the point:
likely seeking to synthesize MesopotamianCanaanite gods and Egyptian culture. The structure A wealthy nobleman was once touring his estate and
complex itself is part of a Middle Canaanite period came upon a peasant pitching hay. The nobleman
city that includes an impressive gate, a wall and the was fascinated by the sight: flowing motions of the
peasant's arms and shoulders and the graceful
large Canaanite water tower known to date.
sweep of the pitchfork through the air. He so greatly
"Gezer was one of the most important cities in the enjoyed the spectacle that he struck a deal with the
land of Israel during the Canaanite period," Parks peasant: he would give him a gold coin every day if
the peasant agreed to come to the mansion and
Authority Director Shaul Goldstein said.
display his hay-pitching technique in the nobleman's
"Its importance continued through the period when drawing room.
King Saul rebuilt the city. Finding this trove is a
significant accomplishment that shines a light on the The next day, the peasant arrived at the mansion,
Canaanite culture in Israel 3,600 years ago, and hardly concealing his glee at his new line of "work."
further cements Gezer's position as a significant After swinging his empty pitchfork for an hour, he
collected his gold coin--many times his usual reward
archaeological site."
for a week of backbreaking labor. But by the
following day, his enthusiasm had somewhat waned.
Before the week was out, he announced that he was
quitting his commission.

- Kosher Meals at all GC
Public Hospitals' We would like to inform everyone that all Jewish
patient at any Gold Coast Public hospital can
request Kosher food which will be supplied by the
hospital. Please relate this to anyone you know
who has been admitted to hospital so they can
take advantage of this service

"I don't understand," puzzled the nobleman. "Why
would you rather swing heavy loads outdoors in the
winter cold and the summer heat, when you can
perform an effortless task in the comfort of my
home and earn many times your usual wages?"
"But master," said the man, "I'm not doing
anything..."
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Religion Ivanka Trump and Shabbat:
Pure family time By LShira Schmidt Jpost
A testimony on the beauty of Shabbat came from an
unlikely source – Ivanka Trump, the 35-year-old
daughter of US president elect Donald Trump. She
converted to Judaism seven years ago.
“We observe the Sabbath,” she said. “From Friday to
Saturday we don’t do anything but hang out with one
another.”
The past Shabbat, of November 11-12, was “The
Shabbos Project,” where hundreds of thousands of Jews,
from all Jewish denominations and including those not
affiliated at all, will made an effort to keep as much of
Shabbat observance as possible.
One of the attractions of Shabbat observance is
encapsulated in a few statements by Ivanka Trump. To
appreciate what she said, we have to understand from
where she is coming.
When she was 27, Ivanka, raised Presbyterian, converted
to Judaism in an Orthodox rabbinical court in New York.
She took on observance of Shabbat, holidays and
kashrut, and adopted the Hebrew name Yael. Last winter
Donald Trump said, “I have a Jewish daughter. This
wasn’t in the plan, but I’m very glad it happened.”
In 2009 she married real estate investor Jared Kushner,
from a prominent New Jersey religious family. The
completely kosher wedding was grandiose, as befits the
scions of two legendary real estate families. The 500
guests enjoyed the opulence of the Trump National Golf
Club in Bedminster, New Jersey. To create a traditional
sartorial atmosphere, women were provided with an
optional shawl to wear. Ivanka requested that her
custom-made gown have a modest lace jacket, made by
the top designer Vera Wang (who also designed the
wedding gown of Ivanka’s close friend, Chelsea Clinton).
She sported tens of thousands of dollars’ worth of
jewelry from the business she launched and still runs,
Ivanka Trump Fine Jewelry.
Each guest received as a wedding favor a pair of slippers
on which was written “Ivanka and Jared, what a pair”
along with a birchon, a booklet containing the grace
after meals, in Hebrew and English.

The wedding was as generous as it was glamorous. The
guests were encouraged to contribute to three charity
organizations in lieu of gifts for the couple. Ivanka herself
supports Jewish philanthropies such as Chabad, mikvaot
(ritual baths) and United Hatzalah.
Ivanka and husband are Orthodox Sabbath and Jewish
holiday observers. Her father got used to the fact that
from dusk Friday until nightfall Saturday every week they
were inaccessible by phone, SMS, or email. She
disengages from the business world and is
incommunicado for 25 hours, despite her being pivotal as
an executive vice president in the Trump organization and
having been a key campaigner in the presidential
campaign. This in addition to her own jewelry and fashion
business. On Saturdays she puts aside all these endeavors
– Shabbat is more important.
Ivanka and Jared have three children: Arabella, who
attends kindergarten at an Orthodox day school in
Manhattan where they live, Joseph (3) and seven-month
old Theodore who was born during his grandfather’s the
presidential campaign.
In March 2015 Vogue journalist Jonathan van Meter
interviewed Ivanka. She explained to the mostly nonJewish readership what Shabbat observance means to
her.
Ivanka [on becoming an Orthodox Jew]: “I always shied
away from it being a public conversation because it’s such
a personal thing... We’re pretty observant, more than
some, less than others. I just feel like it’s such an intimate
thing for us... It’s been such a great life decision for me. I
am very modern, but I’m also a very traditional person,
and I think that’s an interesting juxtaposition in how I was
raised as well. I really find that with Judaism, it creates an
amazing blueprint for family connectivity.”
Jared Kushner: “Also the ritual for us having Sabbath.”
Ivanka: “We observe the Sabbath. From Friday to
Saturday we don’t do anything but hang out with one
another. We don’t make phone calls.”
Jared: “Ivanka’s such a type A. She just gets it done. But
she said, ‘If we’re going to do Shabbos, I’m going to cook.’
She never cooked before in her life, and became a great
cook. So for Friday, she’ll make dinner for just the two of
us, and we turn our phones off for 25 hours. Putting aside
the religious aspect of it; we live in such a fast-paced
world.” Ivanka: “It’s an amazing thing when you’re so
connected, to really sign off. And for Arabella to know
that she has me, undivided, one day a week? We don’t do
anything except play with each other, hang out with one
another, go on walks together. Pure family!”
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CHANUKAH FESTIVAL
Insights and Practise
The Chanukah lights are lit in the evenings preceding
each of the eight days of Chanukah , beginning with
Saturday night, December 24, 2016, after nightfall,
7:23pm
Both
men
and
women are obligated
to
light
t he
Chanukah menorah,
or to participate in
the
household
menorah
lighting.
Children should be
encouraged to light their own menorahs. Students and
singles who live in dormitories or their own apartments
should kindle menorahs in their own rooms.
Many have the
custom to place the
menorah
in
a
doorway opposite
the mezuzah, so
that
the
two
mitzvot of mezuzah
and
Chanukah
surround
t he
person. Others place it on a windowsill facing a public
thoroughfare. (If placed on the windowsill, it should be
no higher than 20 cubits—about 8.8 meters above street
level.)
The Chanukah lights
should consist of
lamps or candles
i.e., a flammable
fuel that feeds a
visible flame via a
wick. The most ideal
way to fulfill the
mitzvah is with
cotton wicks in olive oil, or beeswax
candles; paraffin
candles or other types of candles or lamps are also
acceptable, but not gas lights or electric lights. (If
circumstances do not allow the use of an open flame, a
proper rabbinical authority should be consulted.)
The lamps or candles must contain enough fuel, at the
time of the lighting, to burn until half an hour after
nightfall.

The lamps or candles should be arranged in a straight
row, and should be of equal height. The shamash—the
“servant” candle that kindles the other lights—should be
placed apart from the rest (higher, outside the row,
etc.).
On the first night of Chanukah, one light is kindled on
the right side of the menorah. On the following night
add a second light to the left of the first, and kindle the
new light first, proceeding from left to right, and so on
each night.
The Chanukah lights
are kindled in the
evening
preceding
each of the eight
days of Chanukah.
The custom of many
communities is to
light the menorah
shortly after sunset; other communities light it at
nightfall. In either case, the menorah must contain
enough fuel at the time of the lighting to burn until 30
minutes after nightfall. Note: The standard Chanukah
candles last only approximately 30 minutes. If using
those candles, then light after nightfall every night (aside
from Friday—see below).
If one did not kindle the Chanukah lights early in the
evening, they can be kindled later, as long as there are
people in the streets (or others awake in the house).
IMPORTANT: It is
forbidden to light a
fire on Shabbat,
which extends from
sunset on Friday
e v e ning
until
nightfall
on
Saturday
night.
Therefore,
on
Friday evening, December 30, the Chanukah lights
should be kindled early, before the Shabbat lights, which
are lit 18 minutes before sundown at 6:27pm. Additional
oil or larger candles should be used for the Chanukah
lights, to make sure they will last a full half hour after
nightfall—the standard 30-minute Chanukah candles
cannot be used on Friday.
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CHANUKAH FESTIVAL
Insights and Practise
From the time the
Shabbat
candles
are
lit
(Friday
evening)
until
Shabbat
ends
(after
nightfall
Saturday night) and
until the havdalah
prayer (separating
Shabbat from the weekday) is recited, the Chanukah
menorah should not be relit, moved or prepared.

For the first half hour when the candles are burning, it is
customary to sit by the candles and tell stories relating
to the holiday.
Work should not be done in the proximity of the burning
candles. Women have a custom to refrain from
household work during the half hour that the lights are
burning, to honor the brave Jewish women who played a
significant role in the Chanukah story.
During the eight
days of Chanukah,
we add the Al
HaNissim liturgy to
the amidah (daily
silent prayer) and
the Grace After
Meals.

Chanukah lights for Saturday night are kindled only after
Shabbat ends - at nightfall after 7:23pm.
On the first night of Chanukah (Saturday, December 24,
recite all three blessings. On all subsequent nights, recite
blessings number 1 and 2.
1. Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe,
who has sanctified us with His commandments, and
commanded us to kindle the Chanukah light.
1. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai Eh-lo-hei-noo Meh-lech Ha-olam
A-sher Ki-deh-sha-noo Beh-mitz-vo-tav Veh-tzi-va-noo
Leh-had-lik Ner Cha-noo-kah.
2. Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe,
who performed miracles for our forefathers in those
days, at this time.
2. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai Eh-lo-hei-nu Meh-lech Ha-olam
Sheh-a-sa Nee-sim La-avo-tei-noo Ba-ya-mim Ha-hem
Bee-z’man Ha-zeh.
3. Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe,
who has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled us to
reach this occasion.
3. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai Eh-lo-hei-noo Me-lech Ha-olam
Sheh-heh-cheh-ya-noo Veh-kee-yeh-ma-noo Veh-hee-gee
-a-noo Liz-man Ha-zeh.
After kindling the lights, Maoz Tzur and the hanerot
Halalu prayer are recited.
One is not to benefit from the light of the candles, only
from the shamash and other sources of light.

The complete Hallel prayer (see your prayerbook) is also
said in the morning service. A portion of the Torah is
read daily in the synagogue during morning prayers. It is
customary to increase one’s daily giving to charity. On
Fridays we give double the amount, to account for
Shabbat.
It is traditional to
give all children
Chanukah
gelt
(money).
Of
course,
this
beautiful custom
adds
to
the
children’s
happiness
and
festive spirit. In addition, it gives adults an opportunity
to give the children positive reinforcement for
exemplary behavior, such as diligence in their studies
and acts of charity. Chanukah gelt is given to children
after lighting the menorah. The children should be
encouraged to give charity from a portion of their
money.
Because of the great significance of oil in the story of the
Chanukah miracle, it is traditional to serve foods cooked
in oil. Among the most popular Chanukah dishes are
potato latkes (pancakes) and sufganiot (doughnuts). It is
also customary to eat cheesy foods on Chanukah, in
commemoration of the bravery of Yehudit.
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Art & Music
Leonard Cohen: Always a Jew at Heart
The influential musician had a deep connection with
Israel and the Jewish people. by Dr. Yvette Alt Miller

Cohen singing to Israeli troops.
Although Leonard Cohen, the influential, world-famous
Canadian-Jewish musician, who died on November 7,
2016 at age 82, abandoned many aspects of his Jewish
religion, he never forgot his connection to the Jewish
people and Jewish homeland.
Born in Montreal in 1934, Cohen began playing folk
guitar when he was 15, and became part of Canada’s
avant garde musical scene. As a young man, he wrote
novels and poetry, before devoting himself to folk music
in the 1960s. Many of his beautifully-crafted songs recall
his Jewish heritage. His 1974 “Who by Fire” was inspired
by the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur, he explained, and
echoes the powerful U’Nesaneh Tokef prayer of Yom
Kippur. “Hallelujah”, one of Cohen’s most famous songs,
spoke about King David, author of the Book of Psalms:
“Now I’ve heard there was a secret chord / That David
played, and it pleased the Lord.”
Other songs commented on Jewish experiences. When
Cohen was living in Europe in the 1980s, he wrote “First
We Take Manhattan”, depicting the way he felt as a Jew,
appreciating European life but keenly aware that Jews
had been murdered in those very places: “I love your
body and your spirit and your clothes / But you see that
line there moving through the station? / I told you, I told
you, told you, I was one of those.”
Cohen was living in Greece In 1973, when the Yom Kippur
War broke out in Israel and he immediately felt that he
wanted to do whatever he could to help the Jewish state.
While many people might have watched the war unfold
from afar, Cohen booked a flight to Tel Aviv.

His plans were vague; he thought he might volunteer on
a kibbutz to help fill the labor shortage as young men
were called up to fight.
Instead, he was spotted in a Tel Aviv cafe by Israeli
singer Oshik Levi, who explained to Cohen that he was
about to go to the Sinai Peninsula to entertain the
troops and suggested that Cohen join him. Cohen did
and spent several months travelling around Israel
entertaining troops.
On his first day singing for the troops, Cohen found a
quiet spot between concerts and wrote the words to
one of his most moving songs, “Lover Come Back to
Me”, a wish that Israel’s troops be protected: “And may
the spirit of this song, / may it rise up pure and free. /
May it be a shield for you, / a shield against the enemy.”
In a concert in Tel Aviv in 1980, Cohen explained that the
song was inspired “by the grace and the bravery of many
Israeli soldiers at the front”.
The following years were at times chaotic for Leonard
Cohen. He experimented with Buddhism, and in the
1990s even became a Buddhist monk though, at the
time, he insisted “I’m not looking for a new religion. I’m
quite happy with the old one, with Judaism.” His
professional life was in turmoil during this time: his longtime manager Kelley Lynch started stealing from him,
eventually taking millions from the singer-songwriter,
leaving Cohen near-broke, and started a campaign of
harassment, calling and threatening Cohen many times a
day. (Lynch was eventually sentenced to 18 months in
prison in 2012.)
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Leonard Cohen: Always a Jew at Heart

Mezuzah Campaign

The influential musician had a deep connection with
Israel and the Jewish people.

Protecting Jewish Homes
With Tradition

In the midst of these troubles, Cohen was targeted by
anti-Israel activists insisting that he refrain from
performing in the Jewish state. After Cohen announced
that would be performing in Israel in 2009, anti-Zionists
started picketing his concerts, yelling at audience
members, screaming outside concert venues, and holding
up anti-Israel posters during Cohen’s concerts.

~~~~~~~~

At first, Cohen tried to negotiate with those who
criticized his decision to perform in Israel, taking his
protestors at their face value. If the protesters who were
hounding him and disrupting his concerts wanted Cohen
to help Arabs, he was more than willing to do so. Cohen
arranged a concert in Ramallah and even though he was
in need of funds himself, asked Amnesty International to
help him donate the proceeds of his Tel Aviv concert to
peace groups.
Instead of welcoming these gestures, Cohen’s would-be
partners rejected them outright. Amnesty International
refused to work with Cohen. The Ramallah Cultural
Palace, which was to host Cohen’s concert, cancelled,
saying that Cohen would not be welcome in Ramallah if
he performed in Israel, too. In the midst of the
controversy, Cohen, by then in his 70s, collapsed onstage
during a performance in Valencia Spain.
Undaunted, Cohen refused to give up. His September 24,
2009 concert near Tel Aviv sold out within hours and he
played to a packed audience of about 55,000 Israelis.
“May your life be as sweet as apples dipped in honey,”
Cohen told his fans, and recited blessings over the crowd.

The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation has
embarked on a campaign to reach out to as
many Jewish homes in our community with
the intention of having your Mezuzah
checked or a new one to be placed. Rabbi
Nir Gurevitch has already visited many
homes and is available to visit your home or
business.
The mezuzah is one of the unique divine
commandments for which the Torah states
its reward - long life for oneself and one's
children. Additionally we are assured that a
kosher mezuzah will protect the house and
those living in it wherever they may be.
For more information please contact our
Shule on 55 701 851 or Rabbi Nir Gurevitch
on 0419 392 818. Please note that our
Shule’s Judaica shop features a wide variety
of beautiful Mezuzah cases to choose from.

Cohen’s last album, “You Want it Darker”, a somber
album confronting mortality, came out just weeks before
his death. Its title track features background singing by
Gideon Zelermyer, the chazzan, or cantor, of the
Orthodox synagogue that Cohen belonged to in
Montreal, and includes Cohen singing a translation of the
Jewish mourner’s prayer. On Thursday, November 10,
2016, Cohen was laid to rest in an Orthodox Jewish
ceremony.
Montreal’s Congregation Shaar Hashomayim released a
statement that Cohen “was a beloved and revered
member” and that “Leonard’s wish was to be laid to rest
in a traditional Jewish rite beside his parents,
grandparents and great-grandparents.”
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Spirituality Chanukah: The Human Menorah
By Simon Jacobson, MLC

And you shall make a menorah of pure gold
Exodus 25:31
INTRODUCTION
When the nights get longer and the temperatures lower,
the menorah exemplifies our ability to light up the night,
to warm up the frost.
The menorah is a pretty basic object. A base with eight
branches, cups to hold candles or oil, fuel, wicks, a
match to ignite â€” and, viola, a ballet of brilliant flame!
Do-it-yourself menorahs are quite common this time of
year. Take some sort of material, a little arts here, a little
crafts there, and you have yourself a handcrafted,
bespoke fixture of light.
Can we apply these basic elements to transform our
personal lives into menorahs? Can we, as human beings,
become fixtures of light in everything we do?
It is one thing to fashion a menorah out of gold or silver.
Can we fashion a menorah out of our own flesh and
blood?

3. WORLD CUP
Try drinking without a cup.
In every branch of life, we must make a receptacle by
which to build our flames and receive our light. Branching
out alone is not enough. Picture a vast pool of water,
whose width and breadth and depth seem limitless. Do
we not need to cup our hands to drink its refreshing
delight? Every branch of life is a vast ocean of energy. We
need to create the structure and definition â€” the cup
that will contain and utilize its luminary potential.

4. FUEL EFFICIENT

1. BASE LINES

If machines require it, how much more so do people?
Once we make a vessel, we have to fill it with the
appropriate fuel. Fuel comes in many forms, ranging form
the purest to the crudest. The purer the fuel the purer the
light. Generally speaking, the deeper we have to dig to
find the fuel, the better the quality of the fuel. Prayer is a
great source of fuel, as is study, as is self-reflection.

All about that base, no treble.

5. WICK IT

For a menorah to be a viable luminary it must have a
solid foundation. This baseline allows an instrument of
light to flourish in all environments, no matter how cold
or dark. For our menorahs to stand steadfast and proud,
we should build them upon the unequivocal essence of
who we are, the constant that is our soul.

Wick is to fuel what piano is to music.
Fuel alone does not create light. We need a wick,
something dry and simple to imbed itself into the fuel so
as to ignite it. The simpler and less sophisticated the wick,
the better a conduit it will be. Matter at its most material
is the best vehicle for the spiritual. Turning a wooden
table into a Shabbat table is wicking our fuel; as is giving a
material dollar to charity.

Well, we can definitely try.

2. BRANCH OUT
An embrace requires opening of arms.
Our lives consist of many facets: from family and
community to work and entertainment, and everything
in between. To turn our multidimensional lives into a
menorah, it isn’t enough to be light in one area of life; as
a menorah we strive to be lights in its branches.

6. MATCH MAKER
Can one burn without igniting?
Fuel and wick still do not a flame make. We need to
ignite, to get inspired, to spark ourselves with something
meaningful.
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Chanukah: The Human

Menorah
Sometimes it can be a simple conversation, sometimes it
can be a profound experience, sometimes it can be
through innocently surfing the World Wide Web and
stumbling upon an article. They are called sparkplugs
because they spark us up and plug us in. And once we
are sparked

7. FLAME BUOYANT
They don’t have to be told to reach upward.
Flames never stop dancing, and always burn upward.
Even if we hold a candle down, the flame will gravitate
upward. Transforming ourselves into menorahs is the
process of always reaching higher, always striving for
more, never ceasing to flicker and dance. Though at
times life may knock us down, as flames we always reach
upward. Though at times our legs may seem shackled, as
menorah flames we never stop dancing.

8. SOCIAL LIGHT
The luminance is communal and communicable.
When all the previous seven elements are in place, the
result is light. Light is a wonderful thing, unselfish in the
extreme. Usually, two people cannot enjoy the same
thing without compromise. If two people share a latke,
the more one person eats the less is left over for the
other. Light is the exact opposite: When one lights a
menorah alone, in private, it is nice; but when one lights
a menorah in public, with a group of people, the light
seems to miraculously multiply.
A drop of oily donut can feed one person; but a drop of
pure oil can illuminate the whole world.

RISE AND SHINE
The menorah is an instrument of light. And so are we.
Chanukah, the Festival of Lights, is a celebration of a
historical miracle. But no less significantly, Chanukah is
the celebration of a present-day miracle: the miracle of
you and I lighting up the world.
Some menorahs are made of gold, some of silver, some
of plastic. The most profound menorahs are fashioned of
flesh and blood, of tears and sweat, of you and I.

Ask The Rabbi My Husband Watches
Too Much Sports By Aron Moss
Question:
My husband is quickly losing his faith in G‑d because his
favorite sports team is not winning. Every time his team
loses, he loses more of his faith. How can I help him to
look at it differently, and how can I convince him not to
watch so much sports?
Answer:
How about telling him this: It is not a rational reaction
to lose faith because your team is losing. Rather than
switch beliefs, it would make more sense to switch
teams.
After all, surely fans on both sides of any game are
praying for their team to win. Only one of those prayers
can be answered affirmatively. If your team is losing, it
doesn't mean G‑d isn't there, just maybe He is on the
other side. So if G‑d is with them, shouldn't you be too?
Of course this argument will have absolutely no effect
on him. I can't imagine a real sports fan exchanging
loyalties just because his team keeps losing. Well, that's
what having faith means. No matter what happens, we
only have one G‑d, and we stick with Him. In fact, the
very word for faith in Hebrew is emunah, which actually
means “loyalty.” Just like a fan never switches sides no
matter what, a believer is loyal to G‑d, come what may.
In a way, it is wonderful that the biggest tragedy in his
life is that his team is losing. May it always be that way.
But he needs to maintain perspective and disentangle
his faith from his fanhood. Sports is recreation,
diversion, relaxation, entertainment. If it is bringing
such angst and frustration into his life, it is not serving
its purpose. Sport is about playing, not praying.
I don't know if you will succeed in convincing him to
watch less sports. But maybe he can become less
invested in them. His emotional and spiritual energies
should be saved for his real team, the team that truly
needs him--his family, his community, his people and
his G‑d.

We are menorahs. It is time to rise and shine.
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Inspiration Why a White Supremacist
Renounced his Faith
How a Shabbat dinner gave a young leader in
the White Nationalist movement food for
thought. by Paula Levin

To appreciate just a how dramatic this is, we need to look
into Black’s ‘illustrious’ heritage. Derek is the only child of
Don Black, a former KKK grand wizard who founded and
runs Stormfront, the biggest racial hate site. Stormfront is
a forum for 300,000 neo-Nazis, white supremacists and
white nationalists and it is banned in several countries
where Holocaust denial and hate speech are crimes. A
2014 study revealed registered Stormfront users have
been disproportionately responsible for some of the most
lethal hate crimes and mass killings since the site was put
up in 1995. The list includes Anders Breivik, a Norwegian
terrorist who massacred 77 people in the 2011 Norway
attacks.

Derek Black, 27, was following in his father’s footsteps as a
white nationalist leader until he began to question the
movement’s ideology. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)

Derek Black’s story went viral. A former leader of the
White Nationalist movement, he renounced his racism
and anti-Semitism, dissociated from white nationalism
and supremacism and apologised for the damage he has
done. The level of indoctrination to which Derek was
subjected, as well as his own activism, makes his rejection
of the very foundations of his life all the more intriguing.
Derek made his dramatic announcement in 2013 when he
sent a letter to the Southern Poverty Law Centre’s
website which included the following statement: “The
things I have said as well as my actions have been harmful
to people of color, people of Jewish descent, activists
striving for opportunity and fairness for all. I am sorry for
the damage done.” He then refused to speak to the press
and all but disappeared.
The catalyst for Derek’s change of heart was an invitation
to Shabbat dinner.
Washington Post investigative journalist Eli Saslow finally
tracked him down but it took a year till Derek agreed to
talk about what had led to his break with racism. Saslow’s
interview revealed the catalyst for Derek’s change of
heart – an invitation to Shabbat dinner.

Matthew and Derek

At the time of Derek’s announcement his father went into
a depression, having to admit to Stormfront’s users that
his son had betrayed everything he had been taught to
believe. Several members reacted by issuing death
threats. Stormfront also supports Jew Watch, an intensely
creepy neo-Nazi website with thousands of articles
denying the Holocaust and citing Jewish world
domination. Jew Watch was infamously the number one
Google result when typing in the word Jew into the search
engine. The outcry that ensued at the time forced Google
to place an explanation of this result.
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Why a White Supremacist Renounced
his Faith
Derek’s mother, Chloe, was previously married to
David Duke, a white nationalist of the same ilk as her
husband. Duke has travelled the world promoting his
views and books which include the title Jewish
Supremacy – My Awakening to the Jewish Problem.
He claims a doctorate from a notoriously anti-Semitic
university (not accredited) – his thesis: Zionism as a
Form of Ethnic Supremacism. Duke is Derek’s
godfather.
Derek brought his family much nachas as a child, his
father affectionately calling him “the Devil’s child” –
as a compliment. At age 10, he created a children’s
forum on Stormfront. Later he created his own radio
show. As he grew up he travelled around the country
with his father speaking at White Nationalist
conferences and by his early 20’s he was organising
them. He entered politics campaigning for
mainstreaming white nationalism, and trying to
attain recognition of ‘the white genocide” taking
place in America through Jewish social domination,
immigration and policies designed to help minorities.
Then Derek began his studies in medieval history at
New College, Florida. Anticipating ostracism at this
liberal arts school, he had kept his racist views a
secret, but he was outed on the university’s student
message board where his picture appeared with the
caption “Have you seen this man?” Now everyone
knew who he was – the scion of the White
Nationalist movement. The ensuing outcry included
verbal abuse and calls for his expulsion from the
school.
In one of the only public comments he made at the
time of his original announcement, Derek said, “It’s
important to point out that the so-called activists
who never spoke to me personally but chose to
denounce me publicly, intimidate my friends, or
otherwise try to peer pressure [me] did not have a
positive impact...

not to say that I don’t think those who felt
marginalized or uncomfortable with me did not have
the right to express their negative emotions – but
these expressions did not act as catalysts or contribute to
my changing mindset.”
But one New College student did make an impact.
Matthew Stevenson, an orthodox Jew, wondered if Derek
had ever met a Jew, and if doing so might change his mind
about them.
Every Friday night Matthew invited his diverse college
friends over for kiddush, a Shabbat meal and
conversation. Derek, who was being shunned by everyone
at New College so much so that he had special permission
to live off campus, decided to accept the invitation and
went back week after week where for the first time in his
life he was faced with diversity. Lively, but warm and eyeopening debates ensued and gradually Derek broke free
of the prison of his own mindset.
The only person to show him any kindness, the only one
to reach out to him in friendship, was Matthew – who as
a Jew was a ‘usurper’, as his father had always called their
Jewish neighbours. He had always believed “Jews must
go,” leaving America to its rightful inhabitants, the white
race. Derek had justified his views with “logic”, the
biological differences between races, (the stuff of
Mengele’s experiments) but now that he had actually met
a Jew – sat at his Shabbat table and liked him – it was
harder to feel that old prejudice. He started doing his own
research.
David Duke theorised that Derek was suffering from
“Stockholm Syndrome”, because he had developed
empathy for his liberal academic captors. He’s half right.
Derek simply developed empathy. He began to relate to
others as human beings, not as faceless representatives
of their respective races. He began to see and appreciate
individuality. And he did all this because Matthew
Stevenson treated him as a fellow human being, worthy
of kindness, made in the image of God.
“It is inaccurate and outrageous to talk about people of
Jewish descent as ‘the enemy’ of anyone,” Derek wrote in
2013. His transformation is a beacon of hope for
humanity revealing a recipe for overcoming prejudice and
hate: kindness, dialogue and diversity and maybe just a
touch of homemade chicken soup.
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Our new variety of classes in our weekly Series
Our lessons probe the depth of contemporary Torah thought, with a special focus on issues surrounding
spirituality, the human psyche, love and interpersonal relationships. Every experience offers meaningful and
timely lessons – from the most timeless of texts. You will walk away surprised, inspired, and knowing more
about who we are as Jews, and who you are as an individual. We invite you to browse through the topics in
this catalogue of classes below and join us for a weekly dose of uplifting Jewish study. If you find any topics
that you think may be of interest to your friends, please encourage them to come along. Checkout our
variety of classes below
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Personal Development:
Growing Each Day
By Rabbi Dr. Abraham Twerski

You might say to yourself, "My might and the
Misheberch - Prayer for the sick power of my hand have gained me this
wealth" (Deuteronomy 8:17).

Jewish tradition ordains that whenever the Torah is
read we are granted a special and uniquely
opportune moment to invoke blessing for those in need
of divine intervention. From time immemorial it has
therefore been the custom to recite a "Mi
Sheberach" (prayer for the sick) on behalf of
people
who are ill. We pray for the people below, and wish
them a speedy recovery:
Man
Reuven Ben Rochel
Yehuda Avraham Ben Beila Chaya
Michael Ben Baila Chaya
Daniel Ha'Levi Ben Rochel
Shlomo Ben Dahlia
Adam Gideon Ben Leah
Michael Ben Mina
Mordechai Ha'Levi Ben Rochel
Yishai Ben Sara
Tom Ben Miriam
Chaim Ha’Levi Ben Miriam
Shimon Dovid Ben Sara
Tzvi Avigdor Ben Chaya Shaindl
Shmuel Ben Sara
Philip Ben Faygelle
Aaron Ben Sara
Yehushua Ben Leah
Yochu Ben Binner
Chanan Halevi Ben Tatyana
Yaakov Haleyvi ben Brurya
Dovid haleyvi Ben Penina
Yoshke ben Anna
Zalman Chaim be Devorah
Favdu Ben Gitel
Simcha zelig ben pesya
Women
Rivka Bat Adele
Sarah Bat Chana
Tziyona Bat Chana
Peryla Bas Chana
Rivka Bas Sara
Faygelle Bas Chana
Tatyana Baas Fayna
Tirtza Bas Tikvah
Shoshana Bas Batsheva
Rochel Bas Rivkah

Moses warned the Israelites that upon entering Canaan
and inheriting a prosperous and fertile land "flowing
with milk and honey," they should not think that their
own prowess had made them wealthy. Rather, they
should be aware that Israel was a Divine gift.
For that generation, the challenge was not too difficult,
because as Moses had pointed out to them earlier, they
had personally experienced forty years of miraculous
survival in the desert wilderness, fed by the daily manna
and watered by a spring which accompanied them on
their journeys. With such overt manifestations of Divine
wonders, they would not be likely to ascribe any future
success to their own strength and cunning.
Today, however, we stand many centuries away from
the Biblical times. We may think that the world operates
purely by natural law; that we can completely determine
our own fate and fortune, and in which success or failure
are due to our shrewdness in business or how much
effort we exert.
Thus, Moses' message was intended for us even more
than for his generation. Surely we are required to
engage in work, for the Torah itself states that God will
bless the work of "your hands" (Deuteronomy 14:29),
but we should not lose sight of the fact that the Divine
blessing, not brains or brawn, ultimately determines our
fortune. The only difference between today and Moses'
time is that there, God's hand was manifest everywhere,
but today it is concealed.

Today I shall...
try to remember that even though I work
hard, the results of my efforts are
determined by Divine blessing.
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Opinion Jared Kushner: The Donald
Trump I Know
By Jared Kushner

Donald Trump is the father of Ivanka Trump, who is
married to Observer publisher Jared Kushner. (Photo:
Geoff Robins for Getty Images)

My father-in-law is not an anti-Semite.
It’s that simple, really. Donald Trump is not antiSemitic and he’s not a racist. Despite the best efforts
of his political opponents and a large swath of the
media to hold Donald Trump accountable for the
utterances of even the most fringe of his
supporters—a standard to which no other candidate
is ever held—the worst that his detractors can fairly
say about him is that he has been careless in
retweeting imagery that can be interpreted as
offensive.
I read the Dana Schwartz piece that appeared on
Observer.com. As always, there are thoughtful points
but journalists, even those who work for me at the
Observer, are not always right. While I respect her
opinion, I want to show another side to explain why I
disagree.
In my opinion, accusations like “racist” and “antiSemite” are being thrown around with a carelessness
that risks rendering these words meaningless.
If even the slightest infraction against what the
speech police have deemed correct speech is
instantly shouted down with taunts of “racist” then
what is left to condemn the actual racists?

What do we call the people who won’t hire minorities
or beat others up for their religion?
This is not idle philosophy to me. I am the grandson of
Holocaust survivors. On December 7, 1941—Pearl
Harbor Day—the Nazis surrounded the ghetto of
Novogroduk, and sorted the residents into two lines:
those selected to die were put on the right; those who
would live were put on the left. My grandmother’s
sister, Esther, raced into a building to hide. A boy who
had seen her running dragged her out and she was
one of about 5100 Jews to be killed during this first
slaughter of the Jews in Novogrudok. On the night
before Rosh Hashana 1943, the 250 Jews who
remained of the town’s 20,000 plotted an escape
through a tunnel they had painstakingly dug beneath
the fence. The searchlights were disabled and the
Jews removed nails from the metal roof so that it
would rattle in the wind and hopefully mask the
sounds of the escaping prisoners.
My grandmother and her sister didn’t want to leave
their father behind. They went to the back of the line
to be near him. When the first Jews emerged from the
tunnel, the Nazis were waiting for them and began
shooting. My grandmother’s brother Chanon, for
whom my father is named, was killed along with
about 50 others. My grandmother made it to the
woods, where she joined the Bielski Brigade of
partisan resistance fighters. There she met my
grandfather, who had escaped from a labor camp
called Voritz. He had lived in a hole in the woods—a
literal hole that he had dug—for three years, foraging
for food, staying out of sight and sleeping in that hole
for the duration of the brutal Russian winter.
I go into these details, which I have never discussed,
because it’s important to me that people understand
where I’m coming from when I report that I know the
difference between actual, dangerous intolerance
versus these labels that get tossed around in an effort
to score political points.
The difference between me and the journalists and
Twitter throngs who find it so convenient to dismiss
my father in law is simple. I know him and they don’t.
It doesn’t take a ton of courage to join a mob. It’s
actually the easiest thing to do. What’s a little harder
is to weigh carefully a person’s actions over the
course of a long and exceptionally distinguished
career.
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Jared Kushner: The Donald Trump I Know
The best lesson I have learned from watching this
election from the front row is that we are all better
off when we challenge what we believe to be truths
and seek the people who disagree with us to try and
understand their point of view.
In December 1972, a month after Richard Nixon’s 49state landslide, the New Yorker’s great film critic
Pauline Kael gave a speech that said “I live in a rather
special world. I only know one person who voted for
Nixon. Where they are I don’t know. They’re outside
my ken.” I encourage Ms. Schwartz—and all
reporters—to get out there and meet some of those
people “outside their ken.” One of the reasons the
Observer has more than quadrupled its traffic over
the last three-plus years is that we’ve been actively
broadening our perspective.
The fact is that my father in law is an incredibly loving
and tolerant person who has embraced my family
and our Judaism since I began dating my wife. His
support has been unwavering and from the heart. I
have personally seen him embrace people of all racial
and religious backgrounds, at his companies and in
his personal life. This caricature that some want to
paint as someone who has “allowed” or encouraged
intolerance just doesn’t reflect the Donald Trump I
know. The from-the-heart reactions of this man are
instinctively pro-Jewish and pro-Israel.
Just last week, at an event in New Hampshire, an
audience member asked about wasting money on
“Zionist Israel.” My father-in-law didn’t miss a beat in
replying that “Israel is a very important ally of the
United States and we are going to protect them 100
percent.” No script, no handlers, no TelePrompter—
just a strong opinion from the heart.

I tell people that Donald Trump is a Rorschach test.
People see in him what they want to see—if they
dislike his politics, they might see other things they
dislike, such as racism. If they like his politics, they
might imagine they’re hearing “dog whistles.” He will
touch subjects politicians try to avoid. This is part of
why he appeals to so many.
This notion that has emerged that holds my father in
law responsible for the views of everyone who
supports him is frankly absurd. Not only is this
expectation completely unique to Donald Trump, but
it’s clear how easily it could be used to manipulate the
public. Don’t like a candidate? Hire some goons to go
hold signs in favor of that candidate at a rally. A few
months ago, my father in law completely and totally
disavowed the support of one of America’s bestknown racists. The issue immediately became
whether the seconds it took for him to do so proved
that he was insufficiently committed to fighting
racism. It’s an insane standard.
If my father in law’s fast-moving team was careless in
choosing an image to retweet, well part of the reason
it’s so shocking is that it’s the actual candidate
communicating with the American public rather than
the armies of handlers who poll-test ordinary
candidates’ every move.
Government is built with many layers to avoid making
mistakes. The problem with this is that it costs a lot
and little gets done. In business, we empower smart
people to get jobs done and give them latitude on
how to get there. I prefer to move forward and
endure some small mistakes to preserving a stale
status quo whose sole virtue is that it offends no one.
America faces serious challenges. A broken economy,
terrorism, gaping trade deficits and an overall lack of
confidence. Intolerance should be added to that list.
I’m confident that my father in law, with his
outstanding record of real results, will be successful
tackling these challenges. That’s why I support him.

There’s real racism in the world. There’s real antiSemitism in the world. These are pernicious,
dispiriting truths. Some of the tweets that Ms.
Schwartz has received, depicting her being thrown
into an oven, for example, are beyond disgusting. I
am appalled that anyone, let alone someone who
works for me, would have to endure that kind of
hateful rhetoric. But blaming Donald Trump for the
most outrageous things done by people who claim to
support him is no different from blaming Bernie
Sanders for the people who stomp and spit on
American flags at his rallies.
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FREE INTERNET & COMPUTER
SKILLS FOR SENIORS @ K-HALL

- Glass Art Shule Panels Dedication & Memorial Project
Dear Friend,
We are excited to announce the release of
our newly designed traditional stained glass
panels which permanently decorates our
northern Shule wall above the main
entrance of our Synagogue. The very brightly
colored glass panels are translucent,
flooding the sanctuary with light, color and
meaning.

Have you ever wondered what the Internet is?
Broadband for Seniors is funded by the Australian
Government to provide senior Australians, aged 50
years and over, with free access to computers,
Internet and basic training to help build their
confidence in using new technology.

The style of the glass panels depict the 12
Jewish months of the year and their
significance. Each glass panel contains the
representational imagery. The symbols are
carefully chosen to represent the most
important elements of the month being
depicted.
The idea behind this project is to allow those
who commemorate a Yartzeit in the memory
of a loved one occurring in the month of
Tishrie/September to dedicate that glass
panel in their memory. With a plaque
attached underneath the Glass art panel. If
the Yartzeit is in the month of Cheshvan/
October that particular
window can be
selected. The same is for any of the 12
months of the year.

Since it was announced in 2008, around 2,000
Broadband for Seniors kiosks have opened across
Australia with approximately 250,000 seniors
enjoying the benefits!
Broadband for Seniors aims to
•

•

The cost for the glass art panel dedication is:
$6000.00 for one entire glass panel
dedication. For further details please contact
our office on 5570 1851

•

Provide senior Australians with access to
computers and the Internet via free Internet
kiosks;
Support seniors to gain confidence and build
skills in using new technology;
Address the issue of senior Australians feeling
isolated and ‘left behind’ in a technological age.

WE PROVIDE FREE INTERNET AND SKILL
DEVELOPMENT ON WEDNESDAY’S 10:00 - 11:30AM
AT OUR KATRANSKY HALL - 35 MARKWELL AVE,
SURFERS PARADISE.
For more information contact our office on 5570
1851
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$15,000 raised in two hours

InnovationDog Poop? It’s In The Bag! Israeli Invention
‘Piqapoo’ Collects Dog Droppings, With No
Mess By Yonatan Sredni, NoCamels
Having a dog can be wonderful, except when it comes
to cleaning up their poop. Most dog owners just use
their hands and a plastic bag to clean up after their
dogs when on walks. Sadly, many dog owners don’t
clean up after their dogs at all, because it’s simply too
disgusting. On top of all that, sometimes the dog’s
droppings aren’t as solid as they should be, making
cleaning up the mess virtually impossible.

Piqapoo is run by CEO Gideon Hazan and Co-Founders
Re’em Hazan, Erez Barr, and Eli Dotan. Piqapoo
launched a crowdfunding campaign on Kickstarter last
week and quickly surpassed their goal of $15,00 in just
two hours. For just $29, contributors can purchase one
Piqapoo clip with 60 collection bags.

Piqapoo comes in a variety of sizes to fit most dogs.
The device itself is made from cushioned lightweight
silicone. Piqapoo has already been tested on over 100
dogs and the makers claim it has been proven to be
effective (NoCamels wasn’t able to ask the dogs what
they thought). According to the company, your dog
can walk and run as normal while wearing Piqapoo,
and won’t even notice it’s there.
“We love our dogs,” Gideon Hazan, CEO of Piqapoo
said in a statement. “The only thing we didn’t like was
using our hands to pick up our dogs’ poop. The reason
we’re so passionate about Piqapoo is that we all use it!
It works, and it has made dog walking a way more
enjoyable part of our day.”
piqapoo-dog Also works for dogs of the visually
impaired

Dog poop isn’t just a harmless nuisance, left alone it
can have a significant environmental impact. Studies
have shown that 20% of water pollution is caused by
pet waste not picked up by the pets’ owners.
Additionally, fines for leaving your dog’s poop on the
ground can be hundreds of dollars in the US and up to
1000 pounds in the UK.

Additionally, Hazan says Piqapoo is a great solution for
individuals with disabilities. “People who are visually
impaired can easily feel where to attach the Piqapoo
to their dogs. For others who have a hard time
bending down to clean up after their dogs, they can
now simply detach the device from their dogs tail and
throw out the disposable waste bag,” he says.

No more pooper scoopers

Eliminating the “ick” factor from your dog walks
Seeking a better, more sanitary, solution, a group of
Israeli dog owners developed Piqapoo, a simple handsfree device for collecting dog poop. Piqapoo consists of
a soft clip with a durable collection bag beneath it that
comfortably attaches to a dog’s tail. When your dog
does its business, all the poop falls directly into the bag
with no mess or leakage. With just a press of a button,
dog owners can release the bag directly into the trash,
making cleanup quick, easy, and sanitary.
Designed with the dog’s well-being as the top priority,
the team spent three years refining its design and
searching for the best materials that are both durable
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Other dog waste collection devices currently on the
market are riddled with problems. Scoopers are big
and clunky, and don’t work for the runny kind of poop.
Fitted devices are often uncomfortable for the dogs,
and can be extremely time-consuming for the owners
to put on their dogs. Although there are modified bags
on the market, they are quite expensive and can leave
traces of poop on the ground.
Piqapoo is hoping its solution will be the one that
sticks – literally. In other words, it could cut out the
crap of picking up poop.

Laughter….The Best Medicine
Rabinowitz is coming back to Israel. The customs officer asks
him what he has in his heavy suitcase and Rabinowitz
responds: "Bird-feed for my parrot."
The officer is still suspicious and opens it. It's all coffee!
"Didn't you say it was bird-feed for your parrot?" asks the
officer.
Rabinowitz responds: "If she doesn't eat it, that's her
problem."

Little Sammy Epstein’s English teacher was a perfectionist and demanded the very best of his pupils. So it
was only to be expected that he would get furious when Sammy handed in a poor paper.
"This is the worst essay it has ever been my misfortune to read," ranted the teacher. "It has too many
mistakes. I can't understand how one person would have made all these mistakes."
"One person didn't," replied little Sammy defensively. "My father helped me!"

The Rabbi was giving a speech at shul one Sabbath morning. He got a bit carried away and talked for over
two hours.
Finally, he realized what he was doing. "I'm sorry I talked so long," he said. "I left my watch at home."
A voice from the back of the shul said, "Rabbi, there's a calendar right behind you."

Toby came into the office an hour late for the third time in one week and found his boss Mr. Epstein
waiting for him. "What's the story this time, Toby?" Mr. Epstein asked sarcastically. "Let's hear a good
excuse for a change."
Toby sighed, "Everything went wrong this morning. My wife decided to drive me to the harbor. She got
ready in ten minutes, but then the ferry didn't turn up."
"Rather than let you down, I swam across the river, ran over the mountain, borrowed a bicycle and
cycled the 20 miles through the field to this office. "
"You'll have to do better than that, Toby," said Mr. Epstein, disappointed. "No woman can be ready in
ten minutes."
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Chefs Corner

Asian Chanukah Recipes
THAI FISH CAKES
Great for Shabbos Chanukah or when you really want to impress your guests. This fish cake and sauce
combination will make a Shabbos Chanukah to remember.

• 1 20-ounce frozen gefilte fish roll
• 1 cup cilantro, chopped
• 4 large cloves garlic, minced
• 3 eggs, beaten
• 5 tablespoons flour
• ⅛–¼ teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes
• 3 green onions, chopped
• 3 tablespoons canola oil, plus additonal oil for frying
Defrost fish roll and mash into a smooth consistency. In a large bowl, combine all
ingredients and mix thoroughly. Shape into patties 2½–3 inches wide. Thin patties cook
faster and go further, but you can make them any size you like.
Heat oil in a large frying pan over medium-high heat. Add fish cakes and fry until brown on
both sides. Add more oil as needed. Remove to a platter covered with paper towels to
drain excess oil.
Serve hot or at room temperature with Fish Cake Dipping Sauce.
Serves 10–12 as an appetizer, or 4–6 as a main dish.
by Shifrah Devorah Witt and Zipporah Malka Heller
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- Glass Art Shule Panels - Dedication & Memorial Project
Hurry, only one panel left!!!
We would like to bring to your attention that only a
few panels of our traditional stained glass panels are
left. This panels permanently decorates our northern
Shule wall above the main entrance of our Synagogue.
The very brightly colored glass panels are translucent,
flooding the sanctuary with light, color and meaning.
The style of the glass panels depict the 12 Jewish
months of the year and their significance. Each glass
panel contains the representational imagery. The
symbols are carefully chosen to represent the most important elements of the month being depicted.
The idea behind this project is to allow those who commemorate a Yartzeit in the memory of a loved one
occurring in the month of Tishrie/September to dedicate that glass panel in their memory. With a plaque
attached underneath the Glass art panel. If the Yartzeit is in the month of Cheshvan/October that particular
window can be selected. The same is for any of the 12 months of the year.
The cost for the glass art panel dedication is: $6000.00 for one entire glass panel dedication. For further
details please contact our office on 5570 1851.
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Form of Bequest
When Making a Will
I ______________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Give and bequeath to the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Inc. of 34
Hamilton Avenue Surfers Paradise Queensland (P.O. Box 133 Surfers
Paradise, 4217 ) the sum of $_______________________Free from all duties,
to be applied to the general purposes of the Congregation and I declare
that a receipt therefore signed by the President or Treasurer for the
time being of the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Inc. shall be full and
sufficient discharge for this bequest.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Why should I remember the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation in my
will?
You care deeply about Jewish continuity on the Gold Coast and want
to see Judaism flourish in our community. The Gold Coast Hebrew
Congregation is serving our local community today and will continue
to serve generations into the future.
This gift can, in some circumstances, be greater than anything you
could donate during a lifetime. Thank you in advance for this
generous contribution.
For more information contact our office on: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au | WEBSITE: www.goldcoasthc.org.au

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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- Make your own Dreidel for Chanukah -

Step 1 - Cut around the outside
Step 2 - Fold the tabs and secure with glue
Step 3 - Poke a straw though the hole and spin!
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PHOTOS OF THE MONTH
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PHOTOS OF THE MONTH
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It’s not just about visitation.
It’s about friendship.
It’s about community.
The Sunshine Club is a unique volunteer program under the auspices of the Gold
Coast Hebrew Congregation designed to bring cheer and companionship into the
lives of Jewish seniors all throughout the Gold Coast.
Whether for seniors living on their own, in assisted living facilities or convalescent
homes, the Sunshine Club matches up caring friends to be there with and for
seniors - to visit, to assist and to uplift. To share experiences, to spend quality time,
to celebrate special occasions and to create wonderful memories together.

Programs:
•
•
•
•

Weekly Friendship Visits
Book-Reading
Family Connections
Educational Materials

• Recreational Activities
• Arts & Crafts
• Holiday Celebrations
• Cultural Events

If you would like to become a Sunshine Club Volunteer or if you are a senior – or know of a
senior – who can benefit from the Sunshine Club, please call our office on 5570 1851 or
Rabbi Gurevitch on 0419 392 818
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE THANK THE
FOLLOWING FOR THEIR
ALIYA OFFERING

YAHRTZEIT OBSERVANCE
FOR THE MONTH OF
Kislev/Tevet - December

Jonty Leber
Isaac Zulaikha
Alan Black
J. Glass
Pinchas Cohen
David Wise
Zelig Berkhut
Michael Small
Mendy Dalfin
Yaacov Harkham
Geoffrey Heimann
Judah Moses
Joshua Gutnick
Rabbi Nir Gurevitch
Gerald Moses
David Rebibou
George Pollak
Frank Goldstein
David Abeshouse
Andrew Berkhut
Selwyn Enoch
Murray Hartman
Kim Goriss

We extend our wishes for long life to the
following who are observing a Yahrtzeit
4th Kislev-4th December
Menachem Mendel Ben Shmuel –Father of Dr.
Zalman Rosenblum
5th Kislev-5th December
Louis Gordon- Father of Hymie Gordon
5th Kislev-5th December
Pesia Guralnek-Mother of Leon Guralnek
7th Kislev-7th December
Ingid Hilmer-Mother of Barbara Stewart-Kann
9th Kislev-9th December
Lena Bat Avraham-Mother of Alan Black
10th Kislev-10th December
Oscar Dym-Father of Lorna Donath
10th Kislev-10th December
Annie Krite-Mother of Ruth Simons

Refuah Sheleyma-speedy recovery

Betty Semp
Geoffrey Levitt
Raymond Efron
Stella Simmons

14th Kislev- 14th December
Abraham Zulaikha-Father of Isaac Zulaikha
16th Kislev-16th December
Ben Bruce –Brother of Celia Beare and Sally Yarrow

BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER
Elizabeth Archer
Luana Goriss
Mark Foster
Belinda Werb
Meyer Semp
Karen Silverman
Natasha Goriss
Ali Kornhauser
Liz Linton
Betty Broit
Zelig Berkhut
Leslie Bassin
Dion Lewis

1st
1st
3rd
12th
14th
16th
17th
19th
21st
24th
27th
16th
22nd

19th Kislev-19th December
Mary Gordon- Mother of Hymie Gordon
25th Kislev25th December
Sydney Isaac Cohen-Father of Stephanie Stevens
26th Kislev-26th December
Harris Semp- Brother of Myer Semp
27th Kislev-27th December
Philip Cohen-Father of Adam Cohen
29th Kislev-29th December
Rachel Khedoori-Mother-in-law of Isaac Zulaikha
29th Kislev-29th December
Tauba Szterenberg-Mother of Mr.Szterenberg
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If undeliverable return to:
The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation
P. O. Box 133
Surfers Paradise 4217
Queensland, Australia
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