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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
 
Shalom to everyone, 
 
Things are getting back to normal for everyone  after a 
very busy holiday period. 
 
There have been a lot of interstate visitors to our shule 
over this period, who were all very happy and thankful 
for the services we offer in our Congregation. 
 
I want to thank all of our friends and supporters and 
sponsors for making Chanukah in the Park a great 
success this year, together with our Rabbi and 
volunteers - my dear wife Sarah for cooking the fantastic 
Paella for 250 guests, (nothing left), Janette Kornhauser, 
Belinda Werb, Lynn Spanner, Liz and Peter Linton, 
Geoffrey and Peta Heimann, Alan and Lisa Chanesman, 
Murray Hartman, and Shaina Gurevitch at the face-
painting.  Kol-Hakavod to all. All together we had more 
than 700 people attending this year. 
 
A special thank you for the Surfers Paradise Police, the 
Federal Police and of course our own security. 
 
Let us all make a positive  resolution that we will 
continue to support our Congregation and make 2017 a 
fantastic year. Can I also ask our male members to make 
the commitment to help with our weekly Minyan. You 
can contact Rabbi Gurevitch or myself so we can update 
our weekly roster. 
 
Can I remind everyone again that we need new 
members so if you have friends or family who are not 
yet members, ask them to join us. 
 
David Rebibou 
President GCHC 
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SYNAGOGUE NOTICES 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: 
8:30am  – 1:00pm 
 
SHOP HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday , and  Friday: 9:30am –           
1:00pm 
 
SERVICE PRAYER TIMES 

 
WEEKDAYS  

Shacharit: Monday & Thursday - 6:30am 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday - 6:55am 
 
SHABBAT  

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday at 6:15pm 
Shacharit: 9:00am. Shiur-class at 8:40am 
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 6:15pm 
 
SUNDAY AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

Shacharit: 8:00am 
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 6:15pm 
 
 
 
THE GOLD COAST HEBREW CONGREGATION 

 
ADDRESS 
34 Hamilton Ave,  Surfers Paradise 
P.O. Box 133.   Surfers Paradise, Qld  4217 
 
OFFICE 
Administrator - Belinda Werb 
Phone: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712 
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au 
 
RABBI NIR GUREVITCH 
Mobile: 0419 392 818 
Email: ngurvtch@ozemail.com.au 
 
PRESIDENT 
David Rebibou 
Email: davidrebibou@icloud.com 
Phone: 0449 988 398 
 
WEBSITE: www.goldcoasthc.org.au 
 

 
 

The articles printed in this newsletter are not necessarily the 
views or policies of the GCHC. Copyright © 2017  

THE GUIDE FOR JEWISH  

EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES  
 
 

 

Monday  - weekly at 7:30pm - Assorted Topics 
and  Kabbalah @ the Shule’s Katranski Hall 
 
Thursday Talmud class  - 7:00pm at the Rabbi’s 
home.  
 
Shabbat afternoon Topical insights: @ 6:00pm 
  
Personalised learning with the Rabbi - Please tel. 
Rabbi Gurevitch 0419 392 818 
 
Women Learning Classes with Rebbetzin Dina 

Gurevitch- Please tel. 0405 100 149  
 
Women Rosh Chodesh Group - takes place every 
Jewish new month where women of all 
backgrounds and affiliation come together to 
learn, schmooze and enjoy a scrumptious  supper 
and interesting speaker. To join us please contact 
our office on 5570 1851 or Rebbetzin Dina 
Gurevitch on 0405 100 149  
 
After School Cheder - Every Sunday during 

school term from 9:30am - 11:30am. For ages     

5-13 

    

At Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation. 35 Markwell 
Ave entrance, Surfers Paradise 
 
During your school hours - We come to you 

 
Surfers Paradise State School - Every Wednesday 
@ 11:50pm   
 
Benowa State School - Every Friday @ 10:00am    
 
Bellevue Park State School - Every Thursday @ 
1:55pm    
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We all want to be perfect. In fact, if we're honest, we 
want to be perfectly perfect - perfect in everything we 
do: sports, work, school, home, a perfect spouse, parent 
or child. Of course, we all know we're not perfect. We'll 
humbly admit it. (We can even admit our imperfection - 
perfectly.) And we'll never be perfect, certainly not in 
every nuance of life. 
 
Still, we'd like to be perfect at something: building model 
trains, cleaning the house, raising our children. But that's 
not possible either.  And most of the time, we live with 
our imperfections, flaws and shortcomings just fine. We 
do the best we can, as the saying goes, and muddle 
along. 
 
Every once in a while, though, we get caught in the    
Perfection Trap, the almost compulsive need to be     
perfect. Some people, of course, are perfectionist by 
nature. Such people don't limit their perfectionist       
impulse to any one thing. Everything they do has to be 
perfect, immediately, the first time. And often, their   
perfectionism paralyzes them. 
 
Even when we expect perfection only in one area, once 
being perfect moves from an ideal or a desire to an     
expectation, we become paralyzed, at least in the       
endeavor where we expect ourselves to be perfect. 
 
Why is that? What is perfectionism, anyway? 
 
Perfectionism is like the machine language of a          
computer - 1 or 0, all or nothing, perfect or junk.   

And since we know we can never really be perfect, 
everything we do must be junk. And if whatever we do is 
junk, why bother? It's useless, a waste of time - and so we 
don't do it. We do something else instead. Or nothing. 
 
And then the next stage is, if everything we do is junk, 
then we are ourselves must be junk. No wonder 
perfectionism paralyzes us! It makes us treat ourselves 
like garbage. 
 
That can lead to a sense of despair. We can give up and 
take the attitude, if we can't do it all, we won't do it at all. 
We'll do nothing.  So we have to not only recognize we'll 
make mistakes, but embrace but the opportunity to learn 
and grow from them, to add in our observance and 
learning as a result. That's called teshuva. 
 
But why were we created imperfect in the first place? 
 
Perhaps you've heard the joke about the sanctimonious 
man who, on seeing his neighbor's well-tended, orderly 
garden said, "You must be very grateful that G-d gave you 
such a magnificent plot of land, such fruitful trees, such 
bountiful crops." His neighbor, already advanced in years, 
looked at his garden, then looked at the unkempt fields 
around him and said, "True, G-d gave me a lot to work 
with. But you should have seen how the place looked 
before I got here." 
 
On a more serious note, the Sages discussed the question, 
why wasn't the world created perfect, and concluded that 
the imperfection, such as it is, exists so that we, through 
our Torah and mitzvot (commandments) and acts of 
loving-kindness, can perfect it. Tikun Olam. Repairing the 
world. 
 
In other words, the very imperfection of the world is its 
perfection: it makes us partners, but only if we participate 
in the process. For we reach perfection - the times of 
Moshiach and the era of Redemption - in stages, in a two-
steps-forward-one-step-back motion. The progress, the 
individual mitzva, must be kept paramount if we are to 
grow in our observance, our learning. 
 
But we have the assurance of the prophets, and the 
Torah, that we will reach the time when "the whole world 
will be filled with knowledge of G-dliness." We will reach 
perfection - imperfectly. 
 
With blessings ,   Rabbi Nir Gurevitch  

Perfectly Imperfect 



Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 

 
 
 
 

Sunday School Cheder 

Our Hebrew Sunday School  runs 

every  Sunday, except school holidays 

from 9:30-11:30am. Join other children 

attending our Cheder classes for an 

educational and stimulating time. We 

are located at 35 Markwell Ave, with 

ample parking under our Katranski 

Communal Hall.   

For more information and registration 
contact our  office on 5570 1851 

  

 
 

Younger group ages 5-8 
run by Dina Gurevitch  

 
Older group age 9-13 run 

by Rabbi Gurevitch 

Give your child the gift of a fun Jewish education that 
Will remain with them forever! 
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Obama leaves office having wanted Israel to live up to 
his lofty ideals. The public’s response: ‘No thanks.' 
 
After eight years of a tumultuous relationship with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and – by extension – with 
the Israeli public, US President Barack Obama bid adieu 
to the Israeli people during a television interview 
Tuesday night with a simple message: Have the courage 
of my convictions. 
 
And Obama has strong convictions when it comes to 
Israel, peace and the Middle East. 
 
 
Those convictions came out clearly during his interview 
with Channel 2’s Ilana Dayan – strong convictions he first 
laid out in his landmark speech in Cairo in 2009, a speech 
that he told Dayan he still believes in, despite everything 
that has happened in the Middle East since then. 
 
“I’ve come here to Cairo to seek a new beginning 
between the United States and Muslims around the 
world, one based on mutual interest and mutual respect, 
and one based upon the truth that America and Islam 
are not exclusive and need not be in competition,” he 
said in June 2009. “Instead, they overlap and share 
common principles – principles of justice and progress; 
tolerance and the dignity of all human beings.” 
 
Half-a-million dead Syrians later, a region riddled with 
failed and failing states, with an emboldened Iran on the 
move and a barbarous Islamic State terrorizing millions, 
Obama still dreams, and wants Israelis to dream with 
him. 
 
But what the US president has consistently failed to 
appreciate in his dealing with Israel is that it is tough – if 
not impossible – for many Israelis to dream his idealistic 
dreams in a reality where what is more real than the 
values the West shares with Islam is the nightmare 
prospect of a terrorist plowing a truck into a group of 
soldiers who could easily have been their own children. 
 
Asked whether he doesn’t think, in retrospect, that his 
Cairo speech was a bit naïve, Obama said he would not 
disown a word of it. 

Israel- 
A SKEPTICAL ISRAEL NOT WILLING TO 
PUT ITS MONEY WHERE OBAMA’S 
MOUTH IS   BY HERB KEINON   

US President Barack Obama concludes his farewell 
address in Chicago, Illinois, U.S. January 10, 2017.. 
(photo credit:JONATHAN ERNST / REUTERS)  
 
“Peace always looks naïve until it comes about. If we 
had not expressed an aspiration for something 
different, then all of human progress would evaporate. 
We would be in the Stone Age, we would be in the era 
of Genghis Khan. We would rape and pillage and 
conquer, and any notions of universal rights – all those 
things sounded naïve, until they happened,” he said. 
 
“What is true, he continued, “is that Israel is in a very 
tough neighborhood, which is why I have done so much 
to ensure that they can protect themselves. My point 
to Bibi has been historically, throughout my presidency, 
that I will do everything necessary to make sure Israel is 
in a position of strength, that it can defend itself by 
itself. But because of that strength, then, you are then 
in a position to take some risks for peace. Not stupid 
risks, not reckless risks, but some risks.” 
 
Yes, have the courage of his convictions. 
 
It is no coincidence that at that point in the interview, 
Obama evoked the name of Shimon Peres. There was 
the ideal Israeli whom Obama admired – the Israeli 
leader who talked of compromise and concession even 
when the buses were exploding and any talk of 
compromise and concession by the other side was in 
short supply. 
 
Obama told Dayan that he believes “the best traditions 
of the Zionist movement in Israel are consistent with 
the values I have tried to live by and have tried to 
promote here in the United States and around the 
world, a belief in the rule of law, a belief in human 
rights, a belief in freedom of the press, a belief that we 
treat people fairly and justly – not only when it is 
convenient politically, but when it is inconvenient.  
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So it breaks my heart to see a situation in which 
increasingly the prospects for peace are fading away, 
and it is something that happens in small increments.” 
 
Obama rejected the notion – as he did on the campaign 
trail in Ohio in 2008 – that “unfettered support for Israel, 
or more specifically, support for the Netanyahu 
government’s policies no matter what they are, no 
matter how inimical they may be to the prospects for 
peace”– is the benchmark for friendship. 
 
Or, as he said at the Ohio campaign stop, “I think there is 
a strain within the pro-Israel community that says unless 
you adopt an unwavering pro-Likud approach to Israel 
that you’re anti-Israel, and that can’t be the measure of 
our friendship with Israel.” 
 
What was obvious in the televised interview, and in 
other speeches and remarks he has made over the last 
eight years, is that he does not see those traditions 
embodied in the Likud-led Israel of today. But the Israel 
of 2017 is the real flesh-and-blood Israel, not the 
idealized country of his fantasy. 
 
And it is an Israel that does not feel his friendship – the 
president’s protestations to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 
 
Which leads to the second message Obama conveyed in 
his interview: Netanyahu – and by extension, the Israeli 
people – had a “good friend” in him in the White House 
for the last eight years. “It’s just that Bibi did not 
recognize it,” he added. 
 
Not only Bibi. 
 
On the same day that Obama’s interview aired, the Israel 
Democracy Institute published a poll that showed that 
the majority of Israelis and an even greater majority of 
Israeli Jews did not feel that Obama was their friend. 
 
Asked how they would characterize Obama’s behavior 
toward Israel, 29% of the general public termed it “very 
friendly” or “mostly friendly,” and only 22% of the 
Jewish population felt the same way.  

Continue….Israel- 
A SKEPTICAL ISRAEL NOT WILLING TO PUT 
ITS MONEY WHERE OBAMA’S MOUTH IS    

And a Jerusalem Post poll published Friday found that 
fully 65% of the Jewish public characterized the 
president as “pro-Palestinian,” and only 12% as “pro-
Israeli.” 
 
In other words, the overwhelming majority of Jewish 
Israelis do not consider him a friend, though he sees 
himself as a great one. Why not? One of the reasons 
has to do with a definition of friendship. 
 
In Obama’s telling, he has proven his bona fides. 
 
He signed a 10-year agreement with Israel ensuring $38 
billion in military assistance over the next decade, he 
has given supplemental aid for Iron Dome to the tune 
of another $3b., there is unprecedented military and 
security cooperation between two countries, and he 
has stood up for Israel’s “right to defend itself, by itself, 
on a whole range of issues, including controversial ones 
like actions in Gaza.” 
 
You want friendship, he said, that is friendship. But that 
is friendship defined only as providing for physical 
security. 
 
Israelis, according to these polls, want much more from 
their friends. 
 
What is conveniently overlooked in Obama’s telling 
about what his administration has done for Israel’s 
security is that from the perspective of the 
democratically elected government of the country, the 
administration has let it down in two areas of 
fundamental importance: Iran and the Palestinians. 
 
That Obama has provided more military wherewithal to 
Israel than any of his predecessors is not disputed. But 
at the same time, Jerusalem believes he has 
significantly increased the country’s long-term security 
risks by signing the nuclear deal with Iran that does not 
put an end to the Iranian nuclear dream but, rather, 
defers it for 15 years. Furthermore, the deal has 
emboldened Iran and made it a far greater regional 
power than it was beforehand – not exactly an Israeli 
security bonanza. 
 
And on the Palestinian issue, Obama’s final act of not 
vetoing the anti-settlement resolution in the UN is seen 
by many as having left Israel out there all alone against 
a hostile world eager to pounce and pressure it to take 
actions the government believes is inimical to its 
interests. 
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There are many facets to a country’s strength. Military 
strength is of primary importance, but diplomatic 
strength is also a key component. The UN resolution – as 
well as the Obama administration’s fixation for eight 
years on the settlements, and calling Israel out on the 
settlements – has hurt the country diplomatically. 
 
On the eve of the UN vote, Netanyahu told US Secretary 
of State John Kerry that “friends do not take friends to 
the Security Council.” The subtext to that comment is 
that there is more to friendship than just looking after a 
friend’s physical security, as critical as that is. And if the 
polls this week are any indication, that message is 
resonating loudly with rank-and-file Israelis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If Obama is willing to make his disagreements with Israel 
very public, if his spokesmen have little compunction in 
publicly bashing the government – witness Kerry’s 
recent 70-minute speech – then those countries who do 
not have Israel’s interests at heart will see that as a 
signal to pile on. 
 
This piling on – this placing the onus for the stalemate 
with the Palestinians on Israel and the settlement issue – 
will surely be evident in this upcoming week: at the 
Mideast summit in Paris on Sunday, at a meeting of 
European foreign ministers in Brussels on Monday, and 
during another debate on the Mideast in the UN Security 
Council on Tuesday. 
 
And then Friday comes, and a new administration will 
take over in Washington. For most Israelis, at least 
according to the recent polls, that day can’t come soon 
enough 
 

Continue….Israel- 
A SKEPTICAL ISRAEL NOT WILLING TO PUT 
ITS MONEY WHERE OBAMA’S MOUTH IS    

 Mezuzah Campaign 
 

Protecting Jewish Homes 
With Tradition 
~~~~~~~~ 

The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation has 
embarked on a campaign to reach out to as 
many Jewish homes in our community with  
the intention of having your Mezuzah 
checked or a new one to be placed.   Rabbi 
Nir Gurevitch has already  visited many 
homes and is available to visit your home or 
business.    
 
The mezuzah is one of the unique divine 
commandments for which the Torah states 
its reward - long life for oneself and one's 
children. Additionally we are assured that a 
kosher mezuzah will protect the house and 
those living in it wherever they may be.   
 
For more information please  contact our 
Shule on 55 701 851 or Rabbi Nir Gurevitch 
on 0419 392 818.  Please note that our 
Shule’s Judaica shop features a wide variety 
of beautiful Mezuzah cases to choose from.          
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Join us for a 
Special Tu Bishvat Shabbat Kiddush  

following the service at 9:00am  
Shabbat Shira, 11 February, 2017.   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Tu B’Shvat, the 15th of Shvat on the Jewish calendar, is the day that marks the           
beginning of a New Year for Trees. This is the season in which the earliest blooming trees 
in the Land of Israel emerge from their winter sleep and begin a new fruit-bearing cycle. 
We mark the day of Tu B’Shvat by eating fruit, particularly from the ‘Seven Kinds’ that 
are singled out by the Torah in it’s Praise of the bounty of the Holy Land. Tu B’Shvat is 
invested with a festive sense and has some vestiges of a holiday. The Kabalistic            
celebration of Tu B’Shvat originated in Safed by a student of Rabbi Yitzchak Luria 
(1534-1572), the greatest Kabalist of Safed. This takes the form of a ‘Seder’ similar to 
Passover with fruits to eat and passages to read. Certain fruits are eaten in a particular 
order, accompanied by a selection of wine,  specific reading,  discussion and insight. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
For more info, contact our office on Tel.  5570 1851  

or email: gchc@westnet.com.au    
Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation,   
34 Hamilton Ave Surfers Paradise.  

 
 

Everyone Welcome  
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Diversity is a hallmark of the human race. We inherently 
have different personalities. Our distinctions are not 
meant to be ignored or repressed. They are to be 
embraced. For it is through our multifariousness that we 
create the most beautiful music, the most eloquent 
mosaic. However, the challenge is twofold: 1. How to 
identify your true personality type, and not try to 
assume another’s personality or force yourself to fit into 
the expectations of others, 2. How to ensure that our 
differences do not cascade into divisiveness, but instead 
create harmony within diversity. 
 
One can argue that these two are interdependent: When 
you are secure and sure with your own self, you have 
the confidence to respect and celebrate the uniqueness 
of another. 
 
This article offers us a template of twelve personalty 
types, based on wisdom that goes back over three 
millennia, to help you discover your distinctive 
character, and learn to express your unique voice, as 
part of the philharmonic symphony of the people that 
walk this earth. 
 
As we close the book of Genesis – we read how Jacob, in 
his last days, blesses his children, the twelve tribes. In 
these blessings lie many secrets foretelling events to 
come. As the verse tells us: And Jacob called to his sons, 
and said: “Gather together, that I may tell you what will 
happen with you in the end of days.” 
 
As a blueprint for life these blessings have much to teach 
us. Each of the twelve tribes reflects a unique path in 
life. As the verse tells us at the conclusion of the 
blessings: All these are the twelve tribes of Israel… every 
one according to his blessing he blessed them (Vayechi 
49:28).  

What is the meaning of the words “every one according 
to his blessing?” “Blessing” in Hebrew also means to 
‘draw down’ (‘hamshocho’), from the root ‘mavrich.’ 
Every one of the tribes has his particular journey, his 
specific energy which he must manifest in this world. 
 
Indeed, our sages teach that the Re(e)d sea split into 
twelve paths, providing a separate path for each of the 
twelve tribes. 
 
To understand these twelve paths we must study the 
different ways that the tribes are described in the Torah. 
We find three descriptions for the tribes. First, when they 
are named by their mothers (Vayeitzei – Genesis 29-30; 
35:18), each child/tribe is given a name with a particular 
meaning for a specific reason. Second, when Jacob 
blesses them (in this week’s portion). And finally, when 
Moses blesses them at the end of the Torah 
(Deuteronomy 33:6-25). 
 
In addition the tribes are named and specified many times 
in the Torah – when they enter Egypt, when they leave 
Egypt, during their 40 year journey through the Sinai 
wilderness they travel and camp as tribes, their Temple 
dedication offerings are repeated twelve times (though 
they brought the same offerings) to emphasize the twelve 
unique paths. 
 
Here is one of many applications of these twelve paths, 
based primarily on this week’s blessings. 
 
Reuven – The First 
Shimeon – The Aggressor 
Levi – The Cleric 
Judah – The Leader 
Dan – The Judge 
Naftali – The Free Spirit 
Gad – The Warrior 
Asher – The Prosperous One 
Issachar – The Scholar 
Zevulun – The Business person 
Joseph – The Sufferer 
Menashe – Reconnection 
Efraim – Transformation 
Benjamin – The Ravenous Consumer 
 
Reuven – the first-born (‘bechor’) – represents the 
powerful energy of everything that comes first. The first 
fruit, the first moments of the day, the beginning of every 
creation – has enormous amount of energy.  

 

Spirituality - 
Which Personality Type Describes You 
Best?   12 Paths in Life 
By  Simon Jacobson, MLC 
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“Unstable like water,’ this power can go either way: If 
harnessed properly, the ‘bechor’/Reuven energy can 
change worlds; if abused it can destroy. Like water, it 
can be the source of life, but if left unchanneled it 
erodes its environment and can flood its surroundings. 
 
Shimeon is aggressive gevurah – the antithesis of 
Reuven’s chesed/water. The fierce anger and cruel 
wrath that can result from unbridled gevurah must be 
eliminated lest it turns into weapons of violence that 
consume the person and all those he comes in contact 
with. [The lesson of this today is self understood]. 
 
Levi is the tribe chosen to serve in the Temple. “Levi” 
also means ‘attached’ or ‘joined’. Levi is the personality 
of dedicating your life to serving a higher calling. Of 
freeing yourself from your bounds to material survival 
and attaching yourself to Divine service (see Rambam, 
end of Hilchot Shemittah v’Yovel). 
 
Judah means acknowledgement (‘hodaah,’ as in ‘modeh 
ani’). Judah’s name also includes the four letters of the 
Divine name Havaya. Judah is the leader; his 
descendants would be the kings of Israel, beginning with 
King David and concluding with Moshiach. Judah is the 
path of selflessness (‘bittul’) – the most vital ingredient 
in true leadership. 
 
Dan is the path of law and order (‘dan’ means to judge). 
Objective justice is the heart of any civilization. 
 
Naftali is the free spirit personality. Like a ‘deer running 
free’ – breaking out of the status quo – independence is 
a necessary component in growth. Yet, this free 
spiritedness must always take care to ‘deliver words of 
beauty.’ 
 
Gad is the warrior archetype. Expanding on the justice of  
Dan, Gad is ready to fight for his beliefs. The warrior is 
necessary to both defend our cherished values and to 
protect our freedoms. 
 
Asher is both prosperity and pleasure. Asher is the 
dimension of blessing beyond the norm – to be given 
more than what is necessary for survival. Asher is the 
personality of not just getting what you need, but also 
enjoying it. 
 
 

Issachar is the scholar. Scholarship provides wisdom, 
clarity and direction. It is the foundation of any system. 
Issachar is the dedication to immerse in study and 
education. 
 
Zevulun is the merchant, the businessperson personality. 
His role is to enter the marketplace and redeem the 
Divine sparks within the material world (the ‘secret 
treasure hidden in the sand’ – Deuteronomy 33:19). 
Zevulun complements Issachar; they forge a partnership: 
Zevulun supports the scholar, he funds houses of 
scholarship, which earns him a right to partake in the 
reward of Issachar’s studies. 
 
Joseph is the element of suffering in life. Yet, he not only 
survives; he thrives. He achieves greatness through his 
challenges. He overcomes all adversary and becomes a 
great leader, saving his entire generation. Despite his 
corrupt environment, he maintains his spiritual integrity. 
The powerful light that emerges from darkness in Joseph 
divides into two dimensions – his two sons: Menashe and 
Efraim: 
 
Menashe represents the ability to not succumb to the 
powers of the ‘mitzraim-constraints’ that want to make 
you forget your spiritual roots. To remain connected 
regardless of the challenges. 
 
Efraim takes it even further. It is not enough to just 
survive in an alien environment, but to thrive – to ‘be 
fruitful in the land of my affliction.’ Efraim is the power to 
transform the difficulties into Divine power. 
 
Benjamin is hungry, hungry for the Divine sparks in all of 
existence. So, like a ‘ravenous wolf’ Benjamin recognizes 
that his mission is to passionately seek out the Divine 
energy embedded in matter, devour it, consume and 
elevate it. 
 
Twelve tribes. Twelve paths. All necessary to reach our 
destination. 
 
Which personality are you? What part do you need to 
develop? 
 
May we discover our path and live up to it. And may that 
help us reach the time — at the end of days – when we 
will gain clarity as to who belongs to what tribe (see 
Rambam Hilchot Melochim 12:3). Perhaps the significance 
of this revelation is the crystallization that will come in 
the time when the ‘world will be filled with Divine 
knowledge as the waters cover the sea.’ 

 

Continue….Spirituality - 
Which Personality Type Describes You 
Best?   12 Paths in Life 
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According to his son, Rev. Chris Edmonds, who has spent 
years speaking with witnesses and piecing together what 
happened that day on January 27, 1945, instead of 
ordering Jewish troops front and center, Sgt. Edmonds 
turned to his men and said, “We are not doing that, we 
are all falling out.” 
 
Commanding all the Americans in the POW camp to stand 
at attention in front of their barracks, Sgt. Edmonds 
placed himself front and center. Lester Tanner, a Jewish 
soldier who served with Sgt. Edmonds, later recalled the 
scene: “I would estimate that there were more than 1,000 
Americans standing in wide formation in front of the 
barracks, with Master Sergeant Roddie Edmonds standing 
in front, with several senior non-coms beside him, of 
which I was one.” 

Master Sergeant Roddie Edmonds of the US 422nd Infantry 
Regiment.  
 
Major Siegmann strode up to Sgt. Edmonds. “They cannot 
all be Jews!” 
 
Sgt. Edmonds replied to the commander, “We are all 
Jews.” 
 
Enraged, Siegmann took out his pistol and threatened to 
shoot Sgt. Edmonds. Facing immediate death, Edmonds 
refused to back down and betray the Jews under his 
command. 
 
“According to the Geneva Convention, we only have to 
give our name, rank and serial number,” Sgt. Edmonds 
replied, and recited them. “If you shoot me, you will have 
to shoot all of us and after the war you will be tried for 
war crimes.” 
Paul Stern, a Jewish POW who was standing nearby, 
recalled those stirring words that saved his life. “Although 
70 years have passed, I can still hear the words (Sgt. 
Edmonds) said to the German camp commander.” 

Inspiration - 
 

Tell Me Who Are the Jews Or Die 
 
 

An American sergeant in WWII risks his life 
ordering 1000 POWs to say they are all Jews. 
by Dr. Yvette Alt Miller 
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On Monday, Nov. 28, 2016, the Jewish Foundation for the 
Righteous posthumously honored Master Sgt. Roddie 
Edmonds with its "Yehi Or" (Let There Be Light) Award. 
 
American Jewish servicemen fighting Nazi troops during 
World War II faced even greater dangers than their non-
Jewish comrades. If they fell into enemy hands, Germany 
didn’t treat them as ordinary POWs with the attendant 
rights demanded by the Geneva Conventions. Instead, 
Jewish prisoners were handled the way Germans handled 
all Jews: they were dispatched to death or slave labor 
camps, with little chance of survival. The American Army 
even advised its Jewish troops to destroy their dog tags 
and other identifying documents if captured by Nazi 
forces. 
 
The group of over a thousand American soldiers were 
captured in late 1944 and early 1945 in the Battle of the 
Bulge and transported to the Stalag IXA POW camp near 
Ziegenhain, Germany. One of their first orders was to 
separate out the Jewish troops and present them to their 
German captors. 
 
The German camp commander, Major Siegmann, 
delivered the order in English to the ranking American 
serviceman in the camp. This was Master Sergeant Roddie 
Edmonds, a stocky 24-year-old from Knoxville Tennessee. 
Remembered by his fellow troops from basic training as a 
gentle, unassuming soldier, Sgt. Edmonds might have 
seemed an unlikely candidate for the heroism he was 
about to display. 
 
 



Chris contacted Tanner, as well as several other 
witnesses, and slowly pieced together the story of 
his father’s wartime heroism. Thanks to his work, on 
December 2, 2015, Master Sergeant Roddie 
Edmonds was honored by the State of Israel as 
“Righteous Among the Nations,” the first American 
serviceman so honored. 
 
Chris Edmonds jokes that his father “must have had a 
superhero cape in his closet” but Roddie Edmonds’ 
dedication to his fellow men seems to have been a 
deep, fundamental value. 
 
Avner Shalev, Chairman of Yad Vashem, points out 
that Sgt. Edmonds “seemed like an ordinary 
American soldier, but he had an extraordinary sense 
of responsibility and dedication to his fellow human 
beings.”  
 

 
His son concurs: “My father always had a strong 
sense of duty, of responsibility to his fellow human 
being, whoever they were…He was a man of great 
religious faith and an unwavering moral code and set 
of values to which he was completely dedicated.” 
 
That moral code gave Sgt. Edmonds the strength to 
face death and risk his life to save others. It gave him 
the courage one cold morning to stand up to a POW 
Commandant who held the power of life and death 
in his hands and declare: “We are all Jews.” 
 

Continue....Inspiration - 
 

Tell Me Who Are the Jews Or Die 
 
 

An American sergeant in WWII risks his life ordering 
1000 POWs to say they are all Jews. 

After a moment, the Commandant turned and 
walked away. 
 
Sgt. Roddie Edmond’s son estimates that his father’s 
actions saved the lives of over 200 American soldiers 
in the POW camp. 
 
Master Sergeant Roddie Edmonds of the US 422nd 
Infantry Regiment. 
 
After the war, Roddie Edmonds never mentioned his 
heroism that day, nor later in the war, when, 
according to his son, he again told American POWs to 
resist German orders and not embark on a death 
march as Allied troops closed in. It was only after he 
died in 1985 at the age of 64 that his children began 
to slowly uncover their father’s remarkable wartime 
deeds. 
 
When Roddie Edmonds’ daughter decided to make a 
video about her late father’s life for a college project, 
her mother showed her diaries he had kept in Stalag 
IXA. These contained some musings about daily life 
in the POW camp, but mostly contained the names 
and addresses of the troops in his care, which 
Edmonds had laboriously recorded. 
 
Edmonds’ son, Chris, says he was blown away by 
what he read and stayed up that night searching 
these names on the Internet. The very first article he 
read gave him his first inkling that his father was a 
war hero.  
 
Searching for Lester Tanner, the soldier who’d stood 
side by side in formation with Roddie Edmonds, 
yielded an old article about Tanner, now a prominent 
New York attorney, selling his New York townhouse 
to Richard Nixon. The article contained a fascinating 
aside: Tanner mentioned that an American Sergeant, 
Roddie Edmonds, had saved his life and the life of 
other American Jewish servicemen during World War 
II. 

American soldiers took it upon themselves to do one more 
thing for the liberation of Jewish souls: holding services in 
the former home of the Nazi Minister of Propaganda, 
Joseph Goebbels  
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I have told this story to many friends and colleagues and 
have been touched by the genuine fascination and 
compassion that the story inspires. I only learned about 
my Dad’s life in my 40’s. Dad who would visit me in 
Canada every two or three years from his home in 
Australia would walk with me in the mornings. It was our 
way of getting exercise, fresh air and special bonding 
time away from our spouses.  
 
On our walks we would talk…sometimes about nothing, 
sometimes about current events, or politics (although 
we rarely agreed), and heath and family were also 
frequently on the agenda. I don’t really remember how 
the topic of Dad’s life was introduced….I knew from my 
childhood bits of his story – but it was a simplified story, 
or else simplified by a child’s understanding. All I knew 
was that he was an orphan, and that his parents had 
died of starvation in the war.…that was what we were 
told, but really I didn’t know or understand any more 
than that.  
 
Growing up, I was aware that I only had one set of 
grandparents, but the one’s I had, my Nana and Papa, 
provided all the love and attention I needed so I never 
really missed the grandparents that I never got to meet. 
It was only when I moved into my late 30’s and 40’s that 
I noticed an impact of the missing family through not 
having access to a complete family medical history. It 
seems obvious but you may not even consider that when 
you have family members who reach adulthood, you 
have the benefit of knowing about your heredity, good 
and bad. But when those family members are gone so 
young and unnaturally, so much family history, including 
medical history is lost. That’s when I began to 
notice….medical questionnaires and doctor visits often 
left me wondering what clues were lost that we would 
now have to discover on our own.  
 
It might have been one such discussion with Dad that 
prompted his story…but once the door was opened I 
found I wanted to know more and more. Dad shared a 
few very vivid memories that gave human context to the 
times and places that he knew growing up, and that I 
learned about in University, but there was also lot’s he 
did not know and never asked. In my effort to learn what 
I could, I tried to reach out to any remaining family; I 
searched archives, and read about the holocaust in 
history.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From this I have documented Dad’s memories and his life 
with some historical context to try to illustrate the reality 
of his experiences.   
 
This story of survival, loss and the re-uniting of memories 
is my gift to my father, John Leff.  His life is a treasure to 
us all, as from it he has given us life.  Thanks Dad! 
 
Special thanks to Uncle Eliezer, Shula and Yossi for all your 
help and enthusiasm for this story, and to Uncle Phillip 
and Uncle Moshe (may you rest in peace) for your roles in 
John’s life. 
 
 
Imagine being 60 years old and having no memories of, or 
knowledge about your parents. Imagine not knowing who 
they were, what they looked like, what they were like, or 
what of their characteristics you might have inherited. 
Imagine having no knowledge about your family medical 
history, or knowing only bit’s and pieces of your own life 
story. This is how it was for John. John lives in Australia 
now….and in his 60’s found himself piecing together the 
details of his family tree, revisiting some memoires that 
had been long forgotten, and learning for the first time 
about the parents, he never knew. He has spent his 
lifetime wondering silently about all the unknowns, and 
celebrated the occasional clues as they randomly 
appeared. His voyage of discovery has been life long, but 
as the living family members slowly disappear, the 
probability for more information diminishes.   
 

 

Hidden Gems:  
The Journey of a Child Holocaust      
Survivor -  Mr. John Leff   
part 1 

Jozek Blok (John Leff) – 5 yrs old 
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Here is the story so far….  

 
While Jews were being persecuted in many countries 
around the world, Poland’s religious tolerance made 
Poland a haven for European Jews. From as early as the 
13th century Jews in Poland were granted the freedom 
of worship and assembly, and the right to create social 
institutions and form groups of worship. Over the 
centuries, Jews became part of a thriving middle class of 
professionals, scientists, and merchants and they 
contributed greatly to Polish culture.  
 
In 1918, When World War 1 ended, Poland’s transition 
to a sovereign state created challenges. Extensive war 
damage, a diverse and divided population, a ravaged 
economy, and the attempt to establish democracy 
created political instability, alienated minorities, and 
increased anti-Semitism. A 1931 census had Jews 
representing Poland’s largest minority at almost 10% of 
the total population. 
 
Although Jews were recognized as a nationality and their 
legal rights were supposed to be protected under the 
Treaty of Versailles, their legal rights were not honored 
by Poland. Jews were massacred in pogroms. Economic 
conditions declined for Polish Jews during the inter-war 
years. Jews were excluded from work in the civil service, 
including public school teaching positions, and no Jews 
worked in state-controlled banks or state-run 
monopolies.  
 
Legislation was enacted forcing citizens to rest on 
Sunday, ruining Jewish commerce that was closed on 
Saturday. The rise of anti-Semitism accompanied their 
economic downfall, and in the late 1930's, much like 
what was about to happen in Germany, a new wave of 
pogroms befell the Jewish community. 
 
Despite these conditions, before the outbreak of World 
War II, Poland’s Jews enjoyed a thriving social and 
cultural life. Polish, Hebrew and Yiddish newspapers 
circulated with more than 30 dailies and over 130 Jewish 
periodicals. More than fifty percent of all physicians and 
lawyers in private practice in Poland were Jewish 
because of the discriminatory laws preventing careers in 
the civil service and limited ownership or careers in 
commercial trade.  

On the eve of World War II, the Jewish community in 
Poland, the largest in Europe, and the second largest 
Jewish community in the world, stood at 3.3 million 
(Jewish Virtual Library), and included nearly 1 million 
Jewish children. Only about 5,000 Polish Jewish children 
would survive to the end of the coming war (United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum). 
 
The environment in Poland and across Europe as a whole 
was becoming increasingly difficult for Jewish people. 
People were forced to make crucial decisions: to either 
leave their families and all they had accomplished in order 
to establish a new and more prosperous life in a different 
culture, or to stay and fight for their existence. 
 
 
Hidden 

 

Philip Lew, was one of those who chose to leave…In 1929 
he made a home in New York City and started his new life. 
His Mother Malka soon joined him with the hope of 
bringing the remaining family to America.  
 
It was not to be. As conditions worsened in Poland, letters 
from home would eventually bring her back to where she 
thought she would be of greater help to her family. She 
like so many others, perished in Poland during the war.  
 
Malka had another son. Avraham Lev  and his wife Tonka 
Kalb were very much in love.  Both grew up in Rzeszow , 
Poland in the early decades of the 1900’s.  Avraham Lev, 
son of Yitzchak (Israel) and Malka Lev, and brother of 
Philip (and Gustava  ), was a man of talent and passion.  
He believed in speaking his political mind, and wanted to 
make things better in Poland. He hoped to force drastic 
political change and is rumored to have become an active 
member of the communist party. He was also a talented 
painter, sought after in Rzeszow for his skills.   
 
Tonka Kalb, born in 1911, was the second eldest of 8 
children . Her parents David (Menachem) Kalb and Berta 
(Nee Zeligman) were very proud and religious Jews. Her 
father was a respected factory owner producing Vorst 
(sausage, salami) and her mother was a seamstress/
dressmaker. When Tanchom the eldest son cut off his 
peiyes, (religious curls) in rebellion of their old fashioned 
Jewish traditions, his parents were very upset. Despite 
their parents’ views, and taking their older brother’s lead, 
the other children in the family found their own ways to 
rebel against the old ways.   
 
Tonka loved winter sports…especially skating. In the 
summer, she would spend time living with friends at a 
camp style youth movement called Hashomer Hazair 
meaning “the Young Gardener”.  

 

Continue….Hidden Gems:  
The Journey of a Child Holocaust      
Survivor -  Mr. John Leff   
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It was a youth group built on three ideological pillars of 
Zionism, the universal right for all peoples to determine 
their own destiny, socialism based on the principles of 
intimate communalism and Hagshama meaning the 
precipitation of ideas.  She too shared the ideals of 
drastic change in an increasingly oppressive Poland. It 
was here that she was introduced to Avraham and fell in 
love.    
 
Avraham and Tonka married…and on the verge of World 
War II began planning for their future. 

 
 On August 22, 1939 Hitler authorized the killing 
"without pity or mercy, all men, women and children of 
Polish descent or language." 
 
The assault on Polish Jews was intensified….and those 
with communist ideals were at the top of the hit list.   
 
It was Winter 1939 and things were about to change in 
unimaginable ways. Tonka was pregnant with their first 
child. The young couple couldn’t have been happier and 
had imagined promise for their future as a family. Until 
one day when Avraham didn’t come home. Her husband 
had seemingly just disappeared. Weeks of searching by 
Tonka, her family and her friends turned up nothing.  
 
The family heard rumors that he had been kidnapped 
and murdered by the Communist Party after being 
ratted out as a traitor, there were also suspicions that he 
had been taken and killed by the Nazis for his communist 
ideals? Despite the desperate and continuous search he 
was never found…and the circumstances around his 
disappearance were never uncovered. Tonka was 
plunged into a pained and lonely place unfit for such a 
gentle and shy young lady.  

Without her husband, Tonka did her best to love and 
provide for her new son, Jozek  (pronounced Yūshek) born 
on May 2, 1940 in the apartment she once shared with 
Avraham.  
 
Life wasn’t easy without her husband, but luckily Tonka 
had her parents, and brothers and sisters to help and 
support her through her grief. Grieving wasn’t her only 
worry though. Life under Nazi occupation continued to 
deteriorate throughout Poland for the Jews.  
 
In January of 1942 with her 21 month old son Jozek, 
Tonka was forced to move into the ghetto in Rzeszow 
where their freedoms were further restricted and the 
conditions grew increasingly deplorable. Ghettos were 
meant to be transitional places to house Jews not merely 
for isolation from the non-Jews as had been common 
historically, but as collection points for eventual 
deportation to death camps.  
 
The ghettos were filthy from extreme overcrowding and 
poor sanitation, and inadequate supplies of heating fuels 
and warm clothes made staying warm in winters difficult. 
Disease was rampant, and food was in short supply, 
leaving many to slowly starve to death. Despite this, many 
in the ghettos continued to secretly teach their children, 
and observe Jewish holidays as a way to resist the 
dehumanization they were being subjected to, even 
though it was considered illegal to do so.  
 
 
Being Jewish at that time and in that place was very 
dangerous. Survival was paramount, and one had to do 
whatever they had to, to survive.  
 
Tonka’s younger brother Moshe was the only one in his 
family with blonde hair. This and his courage and 
resourcefulness helped him to secure false identity 
papers under a new name “BLOK” (a loose reversal of 
KALB) to pass himself off as an Aryan, and remain under 
the Nazi’s radar. 
 
Hitler believed that the Aryan race was being polluted 
through intermarriage and that it was in part to blame for 
Germany’s humiliating loss of the 1st world war. He 
believed that making the Aryan race strong again would 
strengthen Germany. Nazi propaganda included the 
following description of an Aryan…  
 
“The Aryan race is tall, long legged, slim. The race is 
narrow-faced, with a narrow forehead, a narrow high-
built nose and a lower jaw and prominent chin, the skin is 
rosy bright and the blood shines through .... the hair is 
smooth, straight or wavy - possibly curly in childhood. The 
colour is blond.”  (Description of a ‘pure’ Aryan. From a 
leaflet entitled ‘The Nazi Race’, 1929).      To be continued 

 

Continue….Hidden Gems:  
The Journey of a Child Holocaust      
Survivor -  Mr. John Leff   

Tonka Lev (nee Kalb)  
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In comparison, the Grand Canyon Skywalk in the 
United States is 69 feet in length and stands 718 
(218m) feet above the canyon floor. Canada’s Glacier 
Skywalk in Alberta, which opened last year, extends 
115 feet (35m)  from the cliff. 
 
Zhangjiajie is a 56 square-kilometer designated 
tourist park inside the bigger Wulingyuan Scenic 
Area. It’s been open to the public since 2009 and is 
said to have been the inspiration behind the 
beautiful planet of Pandora in James Cameron’s 2009 
film “Avatar”. 
 
To allay the fears of any tourists considering walking 
across the bridge, the operators invited reporters to 
test the strength of its transparent glass panels. 

BBC reporter Dan Simmons carried out the safety 
test by hitting a glass panel of the bridge more than a 
dozen times with a sledgehammer. While the top 
level of glass shattered, the panel itself remained 
intact, even holding 25 people in a single pane, while 
they jumped on it. 
 
This is not the first glass skywalk in China. In 
Longgang National Geological Park in Chongqing 
there is a glass-bottomed bridge  

Design and Innovation - 
The World’s Longest And Highest Glass 
Bridge, Designed By Israeli, Set To Open 
In China 
By Yonatan Sredni, NoCamels  

The world’s highest and longest glass bridge, the 
Zhangjiajie Grand Canyon Bridge, is set to open in 
Hunan, China this month. 
 
Touted as the next ‘Wonder of the World’ by Chinese 
officials, the bridge was designed by Israeli architect 
Haim Dotan. It stretches more than 1,400 feet 
(426m) across two cliffs, is 20 feet (6m) wide, and 
can hold 800 people at once. 
 
When he was first asked to build the bridge, Dotan, 
who was also behind Expo 2010 Shanghai’s Israel 
Pavilion, said no. According to him, the area was to 
beautiful to tamper with. When pressed, Dotan 
agreed to build it, under one condition: “‘We can 
build a bridge” he said, but “I want the bridge to 
disappear.” 
 
The bridge, which already holds 10 world records, 
has a bungee platform at 853 feet high (260m) which 
will start running next year. Once completed, the 
jump will be higher than the record-breaking Macau 
Tower at 764ft. In addition, a 558-foot-long swing is 
expected to be dangled down from the structure 
towards the valley. 
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Our new variety of classes in our weekly Series 

Our lessons probe the depth of contemporary Torah thought, with a special focus on issues  surrounding  spirituality, the 
human psyche, love and interpersonal relationships. Every  experience offers meaningful and timely lessons – from the 
most timeless of texts. You will walk away surprised, inspired, and knowing more about who we are as Jews, and who you 
are as an individual. We invite you to browse through the topics in this catalogue of classes below and join us for a weekly 
dose of uplifting Jewish study. If you find any topics that you think may  be of interest to your friends, please   encourage 
them to come along. Checkout our variety of classes below. 

 19 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It’s not just about visitation. 
 
It’s about friendship.  
 
It’s about community. 
 
The Sunshine Club is a unique volunteer program under the auspices of the Gold 
Coast Hebrew  Congregation designed to bring cheer and companionship into the 
lives of Jewish seniors all throughout the Gold Coast.  
 
Whether for seniors living on their own, in assisted living facilities or convalescent 
homes, the Sunshine Club matches up caring friends to be there with and for     
seniors - to visit, to assist and to uplift. To share experiences, to spend quality time, 
to celebrate special occasions and to create wonderful memories together. 
 

 
If you would like to become a Sunshine Club Volunteer or if you are a senior – or know of a 
senior – who can benefit from the Sunshine Club, please call our office on 5570 1851 or 
Rabbi Gurevitch on 0419 392 818 

Programs: 

 
 
 

• Weekly Friendship Visits      • Recreational Activities 
• Book-Reading                     • Arts & Crafts 
• Family Connections             • Holiday Celebrations 
• Educational Materials          • Cultural Events        
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When somebody dies, parents and family members 
often don’t know how to talk about it with a younger 
child. They may be nervous that they’re going to frighten 
the child, or worse, end up causing them trauma. 
 
Mirel C. Gruber believes that although it’s hard, 
discussing death with children is a necessary part of life. 
To help parents and family members with addressing 
death, she wrote “Where Has Zaidy Gone?” a book 
about a four-year-old girl named Goldy who learns about 
her grandfather’s death. 
 
Gruber, who is a licensed master social worker and does 
early intervention for kids, said she was inspired to write 
the book after seeing a lack of material on the subject of 
death. “I was in a Judaica store and I realized there 
weren’t any books for young children experiencing loss. I 
figured I should fix that problem.” 
 
A mother of a one-year-old and aunt to 30 nephews and 
nieces, Gruber depicted a typical shiva setting in “Where 
Has Zaidy Gone?” Goldy notices that everything in her 
house, including her routine, has changed. Aunts and 
uncles are sleeping over and sitting on low chairs, and 
the mirrors are covered. She needs to speak with 
someone and ends up knocking on her bubbe’s door. 
 
Bubbe tells Goldy that that Zaidy is now in a happy place 
because his job on earth is done. She says that people 
are coming over to tell wonderful stories about Zaidy 
and sit shiva, where they mourn for seven days. Goldy, 
who doesn’t want her Bubbe to be alone in her room, 
encourages Bubbe to go downstairs and hear all the 
stories about Zaidy. 
 
Before starting the book, Gruber never had to explain 
death to a young child. Then, one month after she 
finished her manuscript, when she was nine months 
pregnant, her mother suddenly passed away. “My four-
year-old nephew, who I had written the book for, had 
the exact same questions that Goldy did,” she said. “It 
was a scary moment. But the book was a good way to 
explain to my nephew exactly what was happening.” 

Current Issues-  
 
 

Where has Zaidy Gone? 
A new book teaches parents how         
to talk about death with kids.   
 
 

by Kylie Ora Lobell 

 
“Where Has Zaidy Gone?” is dedicated to the memory of 
Gruber’s mother, and she named her child after her 
mother, Faiga. “My mother was very supportive,” said 
Gruber. “She said my book was necessary, and that I had 
to write it.” 
 
Gruber said it’s crucial that family members bring up 
death with a young child and be upfront about it because 
the child is often confused during this time. “When there 
is tragedy, children are shuffled from one family member 
to another. They don't know what’s happening to their 
lives or to their parents. They are scared and their normal 
routine is interrupted. Instead of avoiding the issue or 
rushing through an explanation, they can say it’s ok to be 
sad. Things will return to normal. It will just be a new 
normal. Children need reassurance, especially in a time of 
flux when their family is not the family they know.” 
 
It’s dangerous to avoid the topic of death, because it can 
only make things worse for children. “Once something in 
their life they have come to depend on changes and no 
one is the to explain the ‘why’ of it, the child’s fear and 
anxiety may grow,” said Gruber. “Yes, children can't grasp 
serious adult concept, so use words and phrases that they 
can relate to and understand. Children need to know 
what is happening in and to their world.” 
 
Additionally, Gruber noted that kids need to know that 
what they are feeling is okay. She suggested that parents 
talk about the topic prior to a sick family member dying, 
so the kids are prepared to experience the grief. 
 
“Even though we don't want to discuss such a topic with a 
child, you can bring it up in calm manner that they 
understand,” she said. “If you know that a family member 
is going to pass away, you can tell your child that this is 
what is going to happen. We should not forget about the 
children.” 
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Others say that the split can be traced back to the Geonic 
period (7th–11th centuries), with the Ashkenazic dialect 
developing in Israel (Palestine) and the Sepharadic in 
Babylonia. Yet others say the divide can be traced still 
further, to Mishnaic times (1st−2nd centuries)—the 
Sepharadic pronunciation was derived from the Judean 
dialect of Hebrew and the Ashkenazic from the Galilean. 
 
Regardless of which theory one subscribes to, it’s clear 
that the distinct pronunciations go back quite a bit. In 
fact, there were always various ways of pronouncing 
Hebrew words. In biblical times, the tribe of Ephraim was 
unable to pronounce the word shibolet (or shiboles for 
the Ashkenazim among us) the same as their compatriots 
from the other 12 tribes. And in Talmudic times, some 
towns didn’t differentiate between the letters alef and 
ayin (which Ashkenazim today commonly don’t do either). 
 
The Basic Differences Between the Two 

 
On a very basic level, Ashkenazic pronunciation tends to 
differentiate between more of the vowels. Kamatz and 
patach are pronounced “oh” and “ah,” respectively, and 
tzayray and segol are differentiated as “ay” and “eh.” On 
the other hand, Sepharadim pronounce both kamatz and 
patach as “ah,” while tzaray and segol are both 
pronounced as “eh.” 
 
Ashkenazim don’t differentiate between the chet and 
chof; Sepharadim do. Ashkenazim pronounce the non-
accented tav similar to the samech, while most 
Sepharadim pronounce it like the tet. 
 
(There are some differences that have evolved but are not 
“official” distinctions. For example, certain Yiddish-
influenced Ashkenazim say “oy” (or “ay” or “ow”) where 
Sepharadim say “oh.”) 
 
Of course, this is a gross oversimplification, and there are 
many variants within Ashkenazic and Sepharadic 
pronunciations. It should be noted that in ancient 
Hebrew, all letters and vowels had distinct sounds, and 
both Ashkenaz and Sepharad have lost some of those 
distinctions. (The Yemenite pronunciation is perhaps the 
most correct, but that deserves an article of its own.) 
 
If You Speak Modern Hebrew 
 
Modern Hebrew is a simplified hybrid in which the 
nuances of both traditions are lost. Thus, while 
Ashkenazim may view it as Sepharadic, it has the 
weaknesses of both Sepharad and Ashkenaz. It also 
maintains the (probably incorrect) uvular trill for resh, 
which was probably introduced via the French and 
German origins of Ashkenaz. 

Ask The Rabbi -   
The  “Good Shabbos” vs. “Shabbat Shalom” 
Debate. Who Is Right? 
On the difference between Sepharadic and 
Ashkenazic pronunciation 
By Yehuda Shurpin 

My Sepharadi friends celebrate Shabbat, and my 
Ashkenazi friends call it Shabbos. The Sepharadim call a 
groom a chatan, and the Ashkenazim refer to him as a 
chosson. To bolster their claim, the Sepharadim evoke 
modern Hebrew pronunciation, which follows their 
tradition. What’s the right way to speak Hebrew? 
 
Response 

 
Language and the way we speak is constantly evolving. 
For example, it has only been several hundred years since 
the British began colonizing, and Americans, South 
Africans and Australians all have distinct ways of speaking 
English. Likewise, Hebrew evolved differently in various 
Jewish communities. When you consider that Jews have 
been on the go for two millennia, it is a miracle that we 
have managed to keep our Hebrew as consistent as we 
have—especially since Hebrew has primarily been a 
second language since the Babylonian exile. 
 
So while it’s tempting to make sweeping generalizations 
and just split the different pronunciations into Sepharadic 
and Ashkenazic, in truth, there are many variants in 
Ashkenaz and Sepharad themselves. Let’s explore the 
origins of the divide, the major differences and the 
practical implications. 
 
Origins of Sepharad and Ashkenaz 

 
In the literal sense, Sepharad refers to the Iberian 
peninsula (Spain, Portugal, etc.), and Ashkenaz refers to 
Germany and the “Holy Roman Empire.” However, when 
referring to “Sepharadi Jews,” the term has grown to 
encompass Jews from the Mediterranean regions, 
including Spain, Greece and North Africa (and many times 
the Middle East as well). And “Ashkenazi” has come to 
include Jews hailing from places such as Eastern and 
Central Europe, including countries such as Hungary, 
Lithuania, Poland and Russia. 
 
Over time, Ashkenaz and Sepharad developed distinct 
pronunciations for Hebrew. However, there is much 
debate over the origins of these dialects. Some say the 
split occurred in Medieval Europe.  

Ask The Rabbi -   
The  “Good Shabbos” vs. “Shabbat Shalom” 
Debate. Who Is Right? 
On the difference between Sepharadic and 
Ashkenazic pronunciation 
 
 

By Yehuda Shurpin 
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Although today many Jews (both Ashkenazim and 
Sepharadim) learn to read and pronounce Hebrew in 
accordance with the modern (“Sepharadic”) 
pronunciation, there is lively debate whether an 
Ashkenazi may pray in that dialect. 
 
Some Ashkenazim claim that even if you generally use this 
pronunciation, when you say G‑d’s Name (A-do-nai) you 
should follow the Ashkenazic pronunciation of A-do-noy. 
They explain that adonai simply means “my masters,” and 
the word is only sacred when pronounced A-do-noy, a 
nuance that does not exist in the Sepharadic tradition. 
They go so far as to say that Sepharadim are not 
pronouncing G‑d’s Name properly. 
 
Others counter that a) regardless of whether G‑d’s Name 
is pronounced “-nai” or “-noy,” it is always plural (as 
Maimonides explains, this name of G‑d is intentionally 
plural ); and b) there are many Sepharadic grammarians 
who do in fact distinguish, albeit very subtly, between the 
two versions of the word. 
 
In practice, all dialects of Hebrew are acceptable. 
 
The Lubavitcher Rebbe addresses the differences in 
pronunciation by referring to the Arizal’s explanation 
regarding the differences in Sepharadic and Ashkenazic 
customs. While all Jews are equally bound by the basic 
Torah laws, there are many customs that have evolved 
differently in various communities. These customs 
correspond to spiritual gates through which one connects 
to G‑d. Thus, one should follow the customs of his 
forebears. 
 
Therefore, the Rebbe writes that he sees no reason why 
one should change from the pronunciation that he is used 
to. However, if one does have reason to change his 
pronunciation, he should make sure to be consistent and 
pray the entire prayer (including G‑d’s Name) with the 
same pronunciation, be it Sepharad, Ashkenaz or Modern 
Hebrew. 
 
Although the pronunciation of our prayers, as well as 
some of the wording, may vary from community to 
community, we are all united in praying for one thing: the 
end of pain and suffering in this bitter exile and the 
coming of Moshiach, may it be speedily in our days! 

 Continue...Ask The Rabbi -   
The  “Good Shabbos” vs. “Shabbat Shalom” Debate. 
Who Is Right?  On the difference between 
Sepharadic and Ashkenazic pronunciation 
 

The poverty of Rabbi DovBer, the Maggid of Mezeritch, 
was legendary. Meals, when they were, were a crust of 
bread; the “furniture” in his hovel was an assortment of 
wooden planks and stumps. Once he was asked by his 
disciples: “Rebbe, why is it that you must endure such 
abject conditions, while others, much less deserving than 
yourself, enjoy the blessings of G‑d’s world?" Rabbi 
DovBer replied with a story: 
 
A wealthy man once married off his daughter. The father 
of the bride was a most generous and charitable man, 
and desired to share his joy with the unfortunate. So he 
put up notices in all the synagogues and poorhouses in 
the vicinity, inviting every beggar and vagabond to 
partake of the wedding feast. 
 
The day of the wedding arrived. Hundreds of beggars 
took their places around tables laden with the best and 
the tastiest food money could buy. But then tragedy 
struck. The bride suddenly fell ill. The greatest doctors 
were rushed to her side, but to no avail. The bride died, 
and the wedding was transformed into mourning. 
 
The beggars were divided into two camps. One group 
said: “The food is on the table. Who knows when, if ever, 
another such opportunity to fill our stomachs will present 
itself? Surely, our host would not want all this delicious 
food to be wasted. If we remain hungry, would this 
alleviate his grief?” 
 
The second group of beggars, however, would not touch 
the food that lay before them. “How can we eat and 
drink,” they cried, “when the one who provided all this 
mourns? How can we enjoy a feast whose purpose and 
cause has been transformed into calamity?” 
 
“The world is a wedding feast,” concluded Rabbi DovBer, 
“created for the sake of G‑d’s union with His bride, Israel. 
But then the wedding was disrupted, the nuptial home—
the Holy Temple—destroyed. Yes, the feast is there for 
the taking, but its soul is devastated, its provider is in 
mourning. 
 
“There are those who have no difficulty enjoying what 
they can of the feast. I, however, belong to the second 
group of beggars. I cannot bring myself to partake of the 
leavings of this aborted wedding . . .” 

 
 

Fables & Parables  
 
 
 

By Yanki Tauber  
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Personal Development: 

Growing Each Day  
 
By Rabbi Dr.  Abraham Twerski  

 

A righteous person eats to satisfy his 

soul (Proverbs 13:25). 
 
When children have poor table manners, their 
parents will likely reprimand them and say: "You're 
eating like an animal." 
 
While animals lack the finesse of Emily Post, we can 
say this much for them: they eat only for their 
bodily needs. Animals do not overeat, nor do they 
indulge in the pleasures of eating the way that 
humans do. Titillating the palate is a uniquely 
human obsession. 
 
People who sincerely believe they were put on 
earth solely in order to serve God will eat in order 
to sustain life and to have the energy to carry out 
their assignment on earth. While they may enjoy 
eating, they neither indulge themselves nor 
constantly seek ways to enhance their food. These 
people are unlikely to develop obesity, because 
they would not consume more food than is 
necessary to maintain optimum bodily function. 
 
In the thirteenth century, Maimonides stated that 
the majority of human ills come from unhealthy 
eating practices. Modern medical science 
substantiates his assertion. However, modern 
people, instead of developing more body-conscious 
eating habits, apply their genius to seeking ways to 
stuff themselves without becoming overweight. 
 
It is a humbling thought that if humans did eat like 
animals, they would live longer and be healthier. 
 
Today I shall… 
 
try to develop truly healthy eating habits by 
realizing that the true purpose of eating is to 
maintain optimum bodily function. 

Jewish tradition ordains that whenever the Torah is 
read we are granted a special and uniquely  opportune 
moment to invoke blessing for those in need of divine 
intervention. From time immemorial it has therefore 
been the custom to recite a "Mi Sheberach" (prayer for 
the sick) on behalf of  people who are ill.  We pray for 
the people below, and wish them a  speedy recovery:  
 

 

Misheberch - Prayer for the sick 

Man 

Reuven Ben Rochel  
Yehuda Avraham Ben Beila Chaya 

Michael Ben Baila Chaya 
Daniel Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 

Shlomo Ben Dahlia 
Adam Gideon Ben Leah 

Michael Ben Mina 
Mordechai Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 

Yishai Ben Sara 
Tom Ben Miriam 

Chaim Ha’Levi Ben Miriam 
Shimon Dovid Ben Sara 

Tzvi Avigdor Ben Chaya Shaindl 
Shmuel Ben Sara 

Philip Ben Faygelle 
Aaron Ben Sara 

Yehushua Ben Leah 
Yochu Ben Binner 

Chanan Halevi Ben Tatyana  
Yaakov Haleyvi ben Brurya 
Dovid haleyvi Ben Penina  

Yoshke ben Anna 
Zalman Chaim be Devorah  

Favdu Ben Gitel 
Simcha zelig ben pesya 

 

Women     
 Rivka Bat Adele 
Sarah Bat Chana 

 Tziyona Bat Chana  
Peryla Bas Chana 

Rivka Bas Sara 
Faygelle Bas Chana 
Tatyana Baas Fayna 

Tirtza Bas Tikvah 
Shoshana Bas Batsheva 

Rochel Bas Rivkah 
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Bubbie Bornstein’s Apple Pie 

  
Bubbie Bornstein was famous for her apple pies. One day Shani, her new 
granddaughters in law was over for Shabbat lunch and she pulled Bubbie 
Bornstein aside and said, "How do you make such beautiful pies with the 
crimps around the edge so even?" 
 
"Well, it's a family secret," Bubbie Bornstein said. "But if you promise not to 
tell, I'll let you in on it." 
 
"Okay," Shani said. "Tell me!" 
 
 
"Well, first, I roll out the dough, making sure it is flat and even. Then I cut out the bottom layer and carefully put in 
the pie plate and make sure it is firmly against the sides of the plate. 
 
"Then I slowly pour in the filling, making sure it's not too full. 
 
"Next, I cut out the top layer and carefully put it over the filling. 
 
"Finally, I take out my teeth and just run them around the edge of the pie crust, and they make the nicest even 
impressions you ever did see!" 
 
 
 

Airing Dirty Laundry 

  
Newly married David and Sarah moved into a neighborhood in Jerusalem, picturesque, but certainly different than 
what they were used to back in America. The next morning while they were eating breakfast, Sarah saw her 
neighbor hanging the wash outside. 
 
"That laundry is not very clean," she said. "She doesn't know how to wash correctly. Perhaps she needs better 
laundry soap. Maybe I should say something to her." 
 
David remained silent. 
 
Every time her neighbor would hang her wash to dry, Sarah would make the same comments. 
 
About one month later, Sarah was surprised to see a nice clean wash on the line and said to David, "Look, she has 
learned how to wash correctly. I wonder who taught her this?" 
 
David said, "I got up early this morning and cleaned our windows." 
 
 
 
 
 
Moishe Epstein was a new immigrant to America before the war and while he never had a formal education, he 
always had a good head for business. He opened his own dry goods store, which almost immediately began to 
prosper. He opened another, and then another and soon enough he was a very rich man. 
 
One day, his bank manager called him and said, “Moishe, I have a question about one of your recent checks. Could 
you confirm it is one of yours? For years, you've been signing all of your checks with two X’s but this one is signed 
with three X’s. Is it yours?” 
 
Moishe replied, “Yes, it is.” 
 
“Why the change?” asked the bank manager. 
 
“Since I've become so wealthy, my wife thought I ought to have a middle name.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Laughter….The Best Medicine 
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        Chefs Corner  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veggie-Laden Tuna and Pasta Salad 

 
There’s something about summer that just screams “pasta salad!” It’s perfect for those exceedingly hot and sticky 
days when no one wants to eat a hot meal. I have a couple of steady ones in my repertoire (have you tried 
my Greek Pasta Salad? It’s hands-down my favorite), but I felt like trying something new this year. Hence this tuna 
and veggie delight came into existence . . . 
 
Honestly, it’s pretty simple. No explanations necessary, so I’m going to keep it short. Feel free to play around with 
the ingredients. If you don’t like olives, switch them out. If you’re not a fish-eater, just leave out the tuna entirely. 
Oh, and if you’re serving this at a barbecue, be careful not to leave it out in the heat for too long, so the mayo 
doesn’t spoil.   And that’s it, folks. Enjoy! 
 
Salad Ingredients: 

1 lb. raw pasta 
3 corn cobs 
4 carrots 
20–30 black olives 
6 scallions 
1 can tuna, drained 
 
Dressing: 

1 cup mayonnaise 
1 tbsp. paprika 
1 tbsp. garlic powder 
1 tbsp. mustard powder 
1 tbsp. sugar 
¼ tsp. black pepper 
½ tsp. celery seed 
 
Directions: 

Cook the pasta. Drain, rinse and set aside.   Place the corn cobs in a pot, cover with water and place over high 
heat. When the water has been at a rolling boil for two minutes, remove the corn and place it into cold water to 
cool. Then cut off the kernels with a sharp knife and set aside. 
 
Peel the carrots and cut off the ends. The use the peeler to cut the carrot into long ribbons. Slice the olives and 
scallions into rounds. Mix the pasta with the tuna, corn, olives, scallions and carrots. In a separate bowl, mix all the 
dressing ingredients together. Pour over the pasta salad and toss to combine.  Serve immediately, or refrigerate 
for later.    By Miriam Szokovski 
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Form of Bequest 
When Making a Will 

 
I ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Give and bequeath to the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Inc. of 34 
Hamilton Avenue Surfers Paradise Queensland (P.O. Box 133 Surfers 
Paradise, 4217 ) the sum of $_______________________Free from all duties, 
to be applied to the general purposes of the Congregation and I declare 
that a receipt therefore signed by the President or Treasurer for the 
time being of the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Inc. shall be full and 
sufficient discharge for this bequest. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Why should I remember the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation in my 
will? 
 
 
 

You care deeply about Jewish continuity on the Gold Coast and want 
to see Judaism flourish in our community. The Gold Coast Hebrew 
Congregation is serving our local community today and will continue 
to serve generations into the future.  
 
This gift can, in some circumstances, be greater than anything you 
could donate during a lifetime.  Thank you in advance for this          
generous contribution. 
 

For more information contact our office on: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712 
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au   |   WEBSITE: www.goldcoasthc.org.au 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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- Our new variety of classes in our new weekly Series - 

Our lessons probe the depth of contemporary Torah thought, with a special focus on    
issues  surrounding spirituality, the human psyche, love and interpersonal relationships. 
Every  experience offers meaningful and timely lessons – from the most timeless of texts. 
You will walk away surprised, inspired, and knowing more about who we are as Jews, and 
who you are as an individual. We invite you to browse through the topics in this           
catalogue of classes below and join us for a weekly dose of uplifting Jewish study. If you 
find any topics that you think may  be of interest to your friends, please   encourage them 
to come along. Checkout our  variety of classes on page 18-19 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR FEBRUARY 
 

 

Mottel Feiglin  2nd 
Sarah Rebibou  4th 
Tali Kornhauser 5th 
Scott Lewis  13th 
Leo Pomeranz  16th 

YAHRTZEIT OBSERVANCE 

FOR THE MONTH OF  

Shevat/Adar -  February   

 
We extend our wishes for long life to the        
following who are  observing a Yahrtzeit  

 

5th Shevet-1st February 
Avraham Koppel-Father of Freda Cheilyk 
 
8th Shevat-4th February 
Dina Bas Shepsl-Sister of Graham Berkovitch 
 
9th Shevat-5th February 
Reubin Guralnek-Father of Leon Guralnek 
 
10th Shevat-6th February 
Julius Goldstein- Father of Frank, John & Robbie 
Goldstein 
 
10th Shevat-6th February 
Eddie Kornhauser-Father of Ricci, Larry and Eliezer 
 
13th Shevat-9th February 
Raphael Ben Moishe-Son of Maurice Sackville 
 
13th Shevat-9th February 
David Harris Moses- Father of Gerald and Judah 
Moses 
 
16th Shevat- 12th February 
Mordechai Ben Baruch-Father of Tirtza Malecki 
 
20th Shevat-16th February 
Leah Wittenberg- Mother of Stella Goldberg 
 
29th Shevat-25th February 
Peretz Ben Shmuel-Father of Barry Katz 
 
1st Adar-27th February 
Mordechai Ben Shmuel-Father of Stanley Rubens 
 
1st Adar- 27th February 
Rebecca Teiman-Mother of Clare Santer 
 
 

Refuah Sheleyma-speedy recovery    
 
 

Raymond Efron  
Denise Eliakim 
Isaac Zulaikha A
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WE THANK THE  

FOLLOWING FOR THEIR 

ALIYA OFFERING  
 

 
 

Isaac Zulaikha 
Rabbi Gurevitch 
David Rebibou 
Pinchas Cohen 

Mel Barnett 
Frank Goldstein 
Gerald Moses 
John Donath 
Steven Rose 

Dr. Zalman Rosenblum 
Norman Lelah 
Arthur Zulman 

M. Spivak 
Uri Sion 

Phil Lewis 
Gavin Rosetenstein 

Brian Rubin 
 
  

Condolences  
 

We extend our heartfelt           
condolences and wishes of       

long life to: 
 

- Luana Goriss on the passing of her 
mother: Annie Primavera Fabry. 

- Mick Semp of the loss of his dear 
wife Betty  

- Tirtzah Malecki on the passing of 
her mother: Tikvah Dahan  

- Geoffrey Levitt on the passing of  
his son.  
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It was therefore of vital importance to ascertain 
when the new year started for produce. Our Rabbis 
established that a fruit which blossomed before the 
15th of Shevat is produce of the previous year. If it 
blossomed afterwards, it is produce of the "new 
year." [By comparison, grains, vegetables, and 
legumes have the same New Year as humans, the 1st 
of Tishrei.]  
 
Why is this so? In the Mediterranean region, the 
rainy season begins with the festival of Sukkot. It 
takes approximately four months (from Sukkot, the 
15th of Tishrei, until the 15th of Shevat) for the rains 
of the new year to saturate the soil and trees, and 
produce fruit. All fruit which blossom beforehand are 
a product of the rains of the previous year, and are 
tithed together with the crops of the previous year. 

 
Although this day is 
Rosh Hashanah 
for trees, we attach 
special significance 
to this holiday 
because "Man is 
[compared to] the 
tree of the 
field" (Deuteronomy 
20:19). Through 
cultivating strong 
roots – faith and 
c o m m i t m e n t 
to G‑d – we produce 

many fruits—Torah and Mitzvot. 
 
Observances and Customs 

 
On this day it is customary to partake of the fruit 
with which the Holy Land is praised (Deuteronomy 
8:8): olives, dates, grapes, figs and pomegranates. If 
tasting any of these fruit for the first time this 
s e a s o n ,  r e m e m b e r  t o  r e c i t e  t h e   
Shehecheyanu blessing. (A blessing recited on joyous 
occasions, thanking G‑d for "sustaining us and 
enabling us to reach this occasion." This blessing is 
recited before the standard "Ha'etz" blessing recited 
on fruit.) 
 
Due to the festive nature of the day, we omit 
the Tachanun sections (petitions for forgiveness and 
confession) from the prayers. 

The 15th of Shevat is the New Year for Trees, known 
as Tu b'Shevat. 
 
According to Biblical law, there is a seven year 
agricultural cycle, concluding with the Sabbatical 
year. When the Holy Temple stood in Jerusalem, on 
years one, two, four and five of this cycle, farmers 
were required to separate a tenth of their produce 
and eat it in Jerusalem.  
 
This tithe is called Maaser Sheni, the Second Tithe, 
because it is in addition to the (two percent which 
must be given to the Kohain, and the) ten percent 
which is given to the Levite. On the third and sixth 
years of the cycle, instead of the owners eating the 
Maaser Sheni in Jerusalem, they gave this second 
tithe to the poor, who were permitted to consume it 
wherever they wished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[On the Sabbatical year, no tithes are separated. All 
produce which grows during this year is ownerless 
and free for anyone to take.] 

Tu Bishvat -   
What and How 
Farming Religiously 
By Naftali Silberberg 



 
If undeliverable return to: 
 
The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 
P. O. Box 133 
Surfers Paradise  4217 
Queensland,  Australia 
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