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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
Shalom to everyone, 
 
Once again this year, we all had a fantastic time 
celebrating Purim together. 
 
Lots of fun, lots of beautiful costumes from all the 
young and older kids. Check the photo album in our 
Photo page at this NL, as well as our Shule Facebook 
page. 
 
We are less than two weeks from Pesach  and we 
still don't have many bookings from our local 
members to our Seder Nights. Please don’t wait 
until the last days to do your booking so no one is 
left disappointed. Please call the office ASAP. 
 
Yom Hashoa – Holocaust Memorial Service 2017 
will be held on Sunday the 23rd April at the GC Art 
Centre. Check our NL for more details.  Like last 
year it will be a joint event together with GCHC, 
NCJW Gold Coast, and Temple Shalom.  
 
On behalf of our Members and Board Members I 
would like to thank The National Council of Jewish 
Women Gold Coast,  and Mark and Jodi Foster for 
sponsoring our beautiful hand washing station in 
the Katranski Hall entrance. Kol-Hakavod. 
 
Wishing everyone a Happy and Kosher Pesach 
 
David Rebibou, President GCHC 
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SYNAGOGUE NOTICES 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: 
8:30am  – 1:00pm 
 
SHOP HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday , and  Friday: 9:30am –           
1:00pm 
 
SERVICE PRAYER TIMES 
 
WEEKDAYS  
Shacharit: Monday & Thursday - 6:30am 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday - 6:55am 
 
SHABBAT  
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday at 5:30pm 
Shacharit: 9:00am. Shiur-class at 8:40am 
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 5:30pm 
 
SUNDAY AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Shacharit: 8:00am 
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 5:30pm 
 
 
 
THE GOLD COAST HEBREW CONGREGATION 
 
ADDRESS 
34 Hamilton Ave,  Surfers Paradise 
P.O. Box 133.   Surfers Paradise, Qld  4217 
 
OFFICE 
Administrator - Belinda Werb 
Phone: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712 
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au 
 
RABBI NIR GUREVITCH 
Mobile: 0419 392 818 
Email: ngurvtch@ozemail.com.au 
 
PRESIDENT 
David Rebibou 
Email: davidrebibou@icloud.com 
Phone: 0449 988 398 
 
WEBSITE: www.goldcoasthc.org.au 
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THE GUIDE FOR JEWISH  

EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES  
 
 

 
Monday  - weekly at 7:30pm - Assorted Topics 
and  Kabbalah @ the Shule’s Katranski Hall 
 
Thursday Talmud class  - 7:00pm at the Rabbi’s 
home.  
 
Shabbat afternoon Topical insights: @ 6:00pm 
  
Personalised learning with the Rabbi - Please tel. 
Rabbi Gurevitch 0419 392 818 
 
Women Learning Classes with Rebbetzin Dina 
Gurevitch- Please tel. 0405 100 149  
 
Women Rosh Chodesh Group - takes place every 
Jewish new month where women of all 
backgrounds and affiliation come together to 
learn, schmooze and enjoy a scrumptious  supper 
and interesting speaker. To join us please contact 
our office on 5570 1851 or Rebbetzin Dina 
Gurevitch on 0405 100 149  
 
After School Cheder - Every Sunday during 
school term from 9:30am - 11:30am. For ages     
5-13 
    
At Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation. 35 Markwell 
Ave entrance, Surfers Paradise 
 
During your school hours - We come to you 
 
Surfers Paradise State School - Every Wednesday 
@ 11:50pm   
 
Benowa State School - Every Friday @ 10:00am    
 
Bellevue Park State School - Every Thursday @ 
1:55pm    
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One of the central ideas of our reading of the Hagada at the 
Passover Seder is that "in every generation, we are obligated 
to view ourselves as if we personally came out of Egypt." 
 
One obvious difficulty in fulfilling this obligation is the simple 
fact that we did not come out of Egypt, never having been 
there in the first place. 
 
Furthermore, the Egyptian kingdom dissolved many years ago. 
Even had our forefathers not been released from Egypt, we 
would still not be there today! 
 
The statement of the Hagada means, however, that we 
personally experience the Exodus. How can this be possible? 
 
The Hebrew word for Egypt is "Mitzrayim," literally 
"boundaries." In the book Tanya, Rabbi Shneur Zalman 
explains the above obligation as a commandment to free 
oneself of one's personal "Egypt" - to transcend the many 
factors that constrict and prevent a person from achieving a 
more holy way of life. 
 
Personal difficulties - even the very coarseness of physical 
existence - repress the soul and obstruct it from cleaving to its 
Divine source. Thus we are given the command, and with it 
the ability, to break through these barriers and attain a more 
holy existence. 
 
The Torah therefore wants us to view ourselves as having 
personally come out of Egypt - because we have actually done 
so in a spiritual sense. 
 
The problem then arises: having already gone out of one's 
personal Egypt today, how can one fulfill this command 
tomorrow?  
 

For each new day the same obligation to leave one's "Egypt" 
applies, yet our state of boundary was already left behind the 
day before! 
 
A seeming state of liberation can in itself be imprisonment. This 
concept can be understood by examining a prior bondage in 
Egypt, occurring before that of the entire Jewish nation 
described in the book of Exodus. 
 
The Torah describes how Joseph was sold into slavery by his 
brothers and later imprisoned. He was subsequently released 
and brought before Pharaoh. Having found favor in Pharaoh's 
eyes, he was given royal status and appointed second-in-
command over Egypt. 
 
When Joseph was taken out of the pit into which his brothers 
had put him, he certainly was released from a severely 
restricted environment. He came out of a personal "Egypt," so 
to speak. However, he was still in a state of limitation. After all, 
he ended up in jail! 
 
When designated second-in-command to Pharaoh, he went one 
step further out of his limited state. However, he was still 
subject to Pharaoh's orders. More so, he was still in Egypt, away 
from his family, and far from the Holy Land where he wished to 
dwell. 
 
Each step represented a stage of personal Exodus. When 
compared with a higher level, though, this state of liber-ation 
was actually a state of bondage. When Joseph was freed from 
prison, he could be considered liberated. In comparison with 
where he wanted to be, however, he was still in bondage. 
The same applies to the ongoing spiritual Exodus referred to in 
the Hagada. 
 
When the soul is allowed to express itself through the 
unencumbered pursuit of spiritual matters, it goes through a 
form of spiritual Exodus. In comparison with a more complete 
level of spiritual expression, however, it is still in "Egypt." 
 
As long as the soul is here in the physical world, it is still subject 
to limita-tion. The Jewish soul is a spark of G-dli-ness; a 
reflection of its infinite source. As long as it is confined in a 
physical body, it is still in a kind of "Egypt." 
 
We must always strive to release ourselves from our 
limitations, breaking away from the elements which restrain us 
from living holy lives. However, we should not be disappointed 
to discover that our newly attained spiritual liber-ation is still 
considered "bondage" when compared with higher spiritual 
levels.  Our continued spiritual growth, the Hagada tells us, is to 
come every day out of our personal "Egypt." 
 
With blessings  for Kosher and Happy Pesach,    
Rabbi Nir Gurevitch  

Leave Egypt - Today! 



Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 

 
 
 
 

Sunday School Cheder 

Our Hebrew Sunday School  runs 

every  Sunday, except school holidays 

from 9:30-11:30am. Join other children 

attending our Cheder classes for an 

educational and stimulating time. We 

are located at 35 Markwell Ave, with 

ample parking under our Katranski 

Communal Hall.   

For more information and registration 
contact our  office on 5570 1851 

  

 
 

Younger group ages 5-8 
run by Dina Gurevitch  

 
Older group age 9-13 run 

by Rabbi Gurevitch 

Give your child the gift of a fun Jewish education that 
Will remain with them forever! 
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The deal is the biggest ever exit in the history of Israel's 
high-tech industry. 
 
US semiconductor giant Intel is buying Israeli vehicle 
safety and automation systems company Mobileye 
(MBLY). Market sources put the size of the deal at $15 
billion, which makes it the biggest ever exit in the history 
of Israel's high-tech industry. The deal was first reported 
today by the "The Marker". 
 
Mobileye was founded by Amnon Shashua and Ziv 
Aviram in 1999. It developed camera-based technology 
for warning of road hazards. The company's main 
growth engine today is the systems it is developing for 
driverless cars. 
 
Mobileye was floated on Wall Street in 2014 and 
currently has a market cap of some $10.5 billion. Its 
share price has shot up about 30% since news of the 
deal with Intel broke.  In the past year, Mobileye has 
forged ties with several automotive and technology 
giants, among them BMW and Intel, with the aim of 
achieving a production automated vehicle by 2021. 
 
"In two decades it will be illegal to drive" 
 
In September 2016, Mobileye was named by "Globes" 
Israeli company of the decade. In an interview that 
Shashua and Aviram gave to "Globes" at the time, 
Aviram said, "In two decades, it will be illegal to drive, 
because we drivers are responsible for 93% of the 
accidents, and road fatalities are a plague - 1.5 million 
fatalities a year in road accidents and 50 million more 
injured.   I recently calculated the economic damage at 
$600 billion. It's a plague of the modern world, and we 
have somehow come to accept it with equanimity.  

Israel- 
Intel buying Mobileye for $15b 
 
 

By Globes correspondent 

There's a cure that will save 1.5 million lives and 50 
million injured, so the autonomous car is a wave that 
has begun, and cannot be stopped. It won't be 
stopped." 
 
Aviram added that the automated car also has far-
reaching significance beyond reducing road accidents, 
saying, "First of all, it will cut down on the number of 
cars on the road, because we currently spend only 4% 
of our time in a car. It's the most wasteful sector 
around. Think of it as buying a smartphone and using it 
only 4% of the time. It's illogical. The number of cars 
will drop, some say by half, some say less, because 
people will no longer own a car. You operate an app. 
Say I want to go from point A to point B. A car will stop 
next to me, and collect other people on the way. If you 
want to go for a weekend outing with the children, you 
order a minivan, and if you want to go to work some 
morning, you order a sports car." 
 
In the same interview, Shashua said, "You can say for 
sure that two things will happen by 2021: there will be 
premium cars operated by an automatic driver on 
permitted high-speed roads, for example Highway 6 in 
Israel (Cross-Israel Highway). This car will travel safely 
without any hands. You can sleep, read a book, and the 
system will give you some time to reassume control of 
the car. The system can wake you up, and if you don't 
take control, it will make the car stop safely on the side 
of the road. That should happen between 2019 and 
2021. 
 
"The other thing that will happen in 2021 is that several 
players will launch technology for an autonomous car 
in a virtually delineated urban space designed to carry 
passengers. These players will include BMW, and Ford. 
Apple Computers has also announced it, and it is likely 
that Google will come up with such technology by then. 
It will happen technologically. It will take another few 
years before the company and the regulators allow 
such a vehicle to really travel without a driver. For a 
few years, there will be a driver behind the steering 
wheel solely for the purpose of collecting statistics in 
order to prove that these vehicles are really safe. 
 
"Something else that will happen in about 2023-2024 is 
the continuation of automatic detailed maps. An 
autonomous car will have the technological capability 
to travel from point A to point B without a driver, and 
here, too, a driver will have to be behind the wheel at 
the beginning in order to prove that it's safe. Several 
years after that, if everything works, you'll be able to 
see an automated car traveling from point A to point B 
without a driver in both an urban space and an 
interurban space." 
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The PLO is the Siren that drowns US administrations. 
 
US President Donald Trump is losing his focus. If he 
doesn’t get it back soon, he will fail to make America 
great again or safe again in the Middle East. 
 
After holding out for a month, last week Trump 
indicated he is adopting his predecessors’ obsession with 
empowering the PLO . 
 
This is a strategic error. 
 
There are many actors and conflicts in the Middle East 
that challenge and threaten US national interests and US 
national security. Iran’s rise as a nuclear power and 
regional hegemon; the war in Syria; Turkey’s 
abandonment of the West; and Russia’s regional power 
play all pose major threats to US power, security and 
interests. The Muslim Brotherhood, Islamic State, Hamas 
and other Sunni jihadist movements all threaten the US, 
Europe and the US’s Sunni allies in the region in a 
manner that is strategically significant to America. 
 
None of these issues, none of these actors and none of 
these threats are in any way related to or caused by the 
PLO and its interminable, European-supported hybrid 
terror and political war against Israel. None of these 
pressing concerns will be advanced by a US embrace of 
the PLO or a renewed obsession with empowering the 
PLO and its mafia-terrorist bosses. 
 
To the contrary, all of these pressing concerns will be 
sidelined – and so made more pressing and dangerous – 
by a US reengagement with the PLO . 
 
And yet, over the past week, Trump has indicated that 
the PLO is now his focus. 
 
Last Friday, Trump spoke on the telephone with 
Mahmoud Abbas. Abbas is head of the PLO and the 
unelected dictator of the corrupt, terrorism-sponsoring, 
PLO -controlled Palestinian Authority in Judea and 
Samaria. 
 
According to media reports, Trump told Abbas – whose 
legal term in office ended eight years ago – that he views 
him as a legitimate leader.  

Israel- 
OUR WORLD: TRUMP EMBRACES 
THE PLO FANTASY 
BY CAROLINE B. GLICK   Jpost  
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According to the official White House report of the 
conversation, Trump also reportedly told Abbas that he 
supports reaching a deal between Israel and the 
Palestinians. Such a deal, to the extent it is ever reached, 
involves expanding PLO control over Judea and Samaria 
and parts of Jerusalem at Israel’s expense. 
 
Trump also invited Abbas for an official visit to 
Washington. And the day after they spoke, the Trump 
administration moved $250 million in US taxpayer dollars 
to Abbas’s police state where for the past 25 years, Abbas 
and his cronies have enriched themselves while feeding a 
steady diet of antisemitic, anti-American jihadist bile to 
their impoverished subjects. 
 
To build up his credibility with the PLO , Trump put his 
electoral pledge to move the US embassy to Jerusalem on 
ice. The real estate mogul ordered Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to deny Jews the right to their 
property and their legal right to use state lands in Judea 
and Samaria. 
 
And swift on the heels of that conversation with Abbas, 
Trump’s chief negotiator Jason Greenblatt was dispatched 
to Jerusalem to begin empowering the PLO at Israel’s 
expense. 
 
According to media reports, Greenblatt intended to use 
his meeting Monday with Netanyahu was to reject 
Netanyahu’s commitment to build a new Israeli town in 
Samaria. Greenblatt was also reportedly intending to 
dictate the parameters for yet another round of 
negotiations with the PLO. 
 
After meeting with Netanyahu, Greenblatt continued on 
to Ramallah to embrace Abbas. 
 
Also during his stay, Greenblatt is scheduled to meet with 
IDF generals who are responsible for giving money and 
providing services to the PLO. 
 
And Greenblatt doesn’t have the Palestinians to himself. 
 
Following Trump’s conversation with Abbas, plans were 
suddenly afloat for Trump’s son-in-law and senior adviser 
Jared Kushner and Trump’s daughter Ivanka Trump to 
visit Israel and spend an afternoon with Abbas in 
Ramallah. 
 
If things develop as reported, then Trump is serious about 
embracing the PLO and intends to have his top advisers 
devote themselves to Abbas and his henchmen. If that is 
the case, then Trump is setting himself, his advisers, his 
daughter and the US up to fail and be humiliated. 



The PLO is the Siren that drowns US administrations. It is 
to the PLO that America’s top envoys have eagerly 
flown, gotten hooked on the attention of the demented, 
anti-Israel press corps, and forgotten their purpose: to 
advance US national interests. 
 
If Trump is serious about repeating this practice, then 
rather than repair the massive damage done to the US 
and the Middle East by his two predecessors, the 45th 
president will repeat their mistakes. Like them, he will 
leave office in a blaze of failure. 
 
To understand why this is the case, three things must be 
clear. 
 
First, the PLO will never make peace with Israel. There 
will never be a Palestinian state. 
 
There will never be a peace or a Palestinian state 
because the PLO wants neither. This is the lesson of the 
past 25 years. Both Abbas and his predecessor Arafat 
rejected peace and statehood multiple times and opted 
instead to expand their terrorist and political war against 
Israel. 
 
Why did they do that? Because they are interested in 
two things: personal enrichment – which they achieve by 
stealing donor funds and emptying the pockets of their 
own people; and weakening, with the goal of destroying 
Israel – which they achieve through their hybrid war of 
terrorism and political warfare. 
 
The second thing that needs to be clear is that the 
Palestinians are irrelevant to the rest of the problems – 
the real problems that impact US interests – in the 
region. If anything, the Palestinians are pawns on the 
larger chessboard. America’s enemies use them to 
distract the Americans from the larger realities so that 
the US will not pay attention to the real game. 
 
Iran will not be appeased or defeated if Trump 
empowers the PLO in its war against Israel and continues 
feeding PLO leaders’ insatiable appetite for other 
people’s money. 
 
The Sunni jihadists will not beat their swords into 
plowshares if the US coerces Israel to cough up land to 
the PLO . To the contrary, they will be emboldened. 

Continue...Israel- 
 
 
 
 

OUR WORLD: TRUMP EMBRACES THE PLO 
FANTASY 

Russian President Vladimir Putin will not move his forces 
out of Syria or stop giving nuclear technologies to Iran if 
the US turns the screws on Israel. Putin will come to the 
conclusion that Trump is either weak or stupid to damage 
Israel, the US’s most serious ally. 
 
And of course, Israel will not be better off if Trump 
decides to push it back onto the peace train which has 
caused it nothing but harm for the past quarter century. 
 
Trump’s election opened up the possibility, for the first 
time in decades, that the US would end its destructive 
obsession with the PLO. For three months, Israelis have 
been free for the first time to discuss seriously the 
possibilities of applying Israeli law to all or parts of Judea 
and Samaria. And a massive majority of Israelis support 
doing just that. 
 
On the Palestinian side as well, Trump’s election 
empowered the people who have been living under the 
jackboot of Abbas and his cronies to think about the 
possibility of living at peace with Israel in a post-PLO era. 
Polling results indicate that they too are eager to move 
beyond the Palestinian statehood chimera. 
 
But now, it appears that Trump has been convinced to 
embrace the PLO obsession. The same entrenched 
bureaucrats at the State Department and the same 
foreign policy establishment in Washington that brought 
the US nothing but failure in the Middle East for a 
generation appear to have captivated Trump’s foreign 
policy. They have convinced him it is better to devote his 
top advisers to repeating the mistakes of his predecessors 
than to devote his energies and theirs to fixing the mess 
that Obama and George W. Bush left him with. They have 
gotten him to believe that it is better to empower the PLO 
than develop coherent strategies and plans for dealing 
with the problems of the region that actually endanger US 
interests and imperil the security and safety of the 
American people. 
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A month before Passover  

· Begin learning about Passover and studying its laws. 

· Begin the house cleaning process. Methodically    
inspect and rid every part of your home of any traces of 
chametz. Be on the lookout for crumbs of all sorts,     
hidden stashes of crunchy chocolate, fermented drinks 
(nearly all are made with grain), etc. Make a list of all the 
rooms in your house, and cross off each one as you   
complete  it. Enforce the pre-Passover house rules: No 
food may leave the kitchen. After eating, clothes must 
be brushed off and hands thoroughly washed. 

· Set aside a special space or spaces to stash the 
chametz you will be selling for the duration of Passover 
(see next item). This can be a closet, a cabinet in the 
kitchen, or a room in the basement, as long as it can be 
locked and inaccessible to you for all of Passover. 

· Arrange for the selling of your chametz. Fill out a 
form and bring it to your Rabbi, delegating to him the 
task of selling your chametz before Passover. (You can 
also sell your chametz online.) 

Buy the Passover essentials: purchase your matzah and 
wine in advance, and store it in a place where it is        
absolutely safe from any contact with any chametz. If 
you're not making a Seder at home, our shule has       
reserved a place for you! Ring our office on 5570 1851  
to book. 

A few days before Passover 

 
 

· Begin work on making your kitchen "Kosher for 
Passover." Put away all utensils that have been used 
year-round, and lock or seal those cabinets. Put away 
all non-kosher-for-Passover food, and seal those      
cabinets. Once your kitchen is completely clean, do the 
special procedure to kosher your kitchen and              
appliances for Passover.  

Now that your kitchen is clean and all your non-kosher-
for-Passover food put away, you will only be able to 
prepare and eat kosher-for-Passover foods there. If 
you're not ready to start eating only kosher-for-
Passover food yet, you can buy  ready-prepared food 
and eat it outside of the house, or in a place that will be 
"sold" for the duration of Passover. 

· Take stock of your Passover inventory. Take out 
any special-for-Passover dishes or silver from where 
they are stored. Polish the silver. Make sure you have 
Haggadah's for the seder. 

· Do your Passover shopping. Buy the seder          
ingredients, plus general food for Passover. Store these 
in your newly cleaned refrigerator and cabinets- empty, 
of course, of any non-Passover food. You can now    
begin cooking for the holiday in your Kosher-for-
Passover kitchen. 

Make sure that your holiday clothes and shoes are 
ready, ironed, and polished. Treat yourself to          
something new - an outfit, shoes, or even just a tie. 

Passover Guide                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

A quick overview of the Passover process      
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Sunday night - 9 April- 24 hours before Passover: 
 
· Do the ritual search for chametz. Take a candle, a 
spoon, and a feather, and search the house for any    
remaining or forgotten chametz. 

• Monday morning - 10 April: 
 
· If you are a first-born son, or the father of a first-
born son under the age of Bar Mitzvah, participate in a 
Siyyum or other mitzvah feast, in order to be absolved of 
the ’fast of the first born” 

· The deadline for eating chametz is at 9:24am.  Past 
this point, no chametz is eaten until after the festival. 
The deadline for getting rid of chametz is at 10:35am. 
(By this time, all cabinets and areas containing chametz 
that will be sold should be sealed.) 

· Burn any leftover Chametz that is not being sold, 
including anything that was found Sunday night at the 
Search for the Chametz. Recite the “nullification      
statement”  renouncing all ownership of any chametz 
that may still remain in your possession. 

• Monday afternoon: 
 
· Prepares for the Seder. Ready the items for the    
Seder plate, set the table, and do last minute things for 
the Seder meal. 

Light the festival candles at 5:17pm to usher in the     
holiday.  

 
• Monday night  - 10 April: 
 
· Go to the synagogue for the evening holiday       
services, which include the special addition of the Hallel 
prayer. 

· Hold the first Passover seder Follow the 15 steps of 
the Hagaddah, recite the Haggadah, tell and relive the 
story of the exodus, and enjoy the Matzah, wine, and 
bitter herbs. Make sure to eat the Afikoman by         
midnight. 

• Tuesday morning  - 11 April: 
 
· Go to the synagogue for the Passover prayer      
services  (which include a special prayer for dew) and 
Torah reading. 

• Tuesday  night   
 
· The Omer Count  begins tonight. Outside the Holy 
Land, tonight begins a second day of Yom Tov 
(hallowed festival day) which is basically a repeat of the 
first. Light the festival candles from a pre-existing flame 
(as it is forbidden to create a new flame on Yom Tov) 
after nightfall. The entire Seder is repeated tonight. 
(This time, however, there's no midnight deadline; you 
can go on until morning.) The next day, is the second 
festival day; go to the synagogue for the special      
Passover prayers and Torah reading.  

• Wednesday night 12 April 
 

We've now entered the four “intermediate days” of 
Passover. Perform the Havdalah ritual (sans incense 
and candle) marking the close of the first days of the 
holiday. Celebrate the intermediate days with matzah, 
kosher-for-Passover cooking, family trips (in the newly 
cleaned car), and more retelling of the Exodus story.  
 
It's still Passover, so we don't eat, own, or derive       
enjoyment from Chametz, but most activities            
prohibited the first and last two days are permitted. 
We also add special passages to our prayers: Hallel, 
Yaaleh Veyavo, and Musaf. 

Passover Guide                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

A quick overview of the Passover process      
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• Sunday evening - 16 April  
 
Tonight begin the final two festival days  of Passover. 
Light candles at 5:11pm, and enjoy festival meals       
Sunday night, Monday and Tuesday. Light candles again 
on Monday at 6:03pm. There is a custom to stay awake 
the night of the Splitting of the Sea and study Torah 
throughout the night. 

• Tuesday morning –18 April  
 
Yizkor, the memorial prayer for departed parents and 
loved ones, is recited following the reading of the Torah 
during the morning prayer service. 

• Tuesday afternoon: 
 
As the day wanes, spend the final hours of Passover with 
“Moshiach’s Meal” - a special feast in honour of the 
Redemption. We've spent eight days celebrating the 
exodus from Egypt. Now, as we leave Passover, we pray 
for the exodus from our present exile and a brighter   
tomorrow. 

• Tuesday night: at 6:02pm 
 
At nightfall, the Passover holiday comes to an end. Make 
Havdalah over a cup of  wine. Put away the Passover 
dishes, Haggadahs, and all other Passover items, locking 
them away until next year. Then, ... you can once again 
enjoy chametz food and drinks, and feast on pizza, 
bread, beer - anything kosher. But as you do, don't     
forget the eight days of freedom you've just                  
experienced, and remember that throughout the year, 
as you enjoy all your leavened food, you still carry a bit 
of the Matzah spirit with you! 

 

A hearty Mazal Tov to our member and friend Stella 
Goldberg, upon celebrating her 104th birthday this past 
week.  May Hashem bless you with years filled with 

good health and happiness!!! 

 

Mezuzah Campaign 
 

Protecting Jewish Homes 
With Tradition 
~~~~~~~~ 

The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation has 
embarked on a campaign to reach out to as many 
Jewish homes in our community with  the 
intention of having your Mezuzah checked or a 
new one to be placed.   Rabbi Nir Gurevitch has 
already  visited many homes and is available to 
visit your home or business.    
 
The mezuzah is one of the unique divine 
commandments for which the Torah states its 
reward - long life for oneself and one's children. 
Additionally we are assured that a kosher mezuzah 
will protect the house and those living in it 
wherever they may be.   
 
For more information please  contact our Shule on 
5570 1851 or Rabbi Nir Gurevitch on 0419 392 
818.  Please note that our Shule’s Judaica shop 
features a wide variety of beautiful Mezuzah cases 
to choose from.          
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The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation  
Pesach Shop  

 

Dear Friends, 
 
As Passover is quickly approaching, the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation once 
again will stock Queensland’s largest range of Pesach goods at the best prices. 
Please come in and check out the range. If you require something special then 
please let us know as soon as possible. We shall be stocking a full range of 
chickens, fish products, smallgoods and cold cuts, dairy, dips, and of course all the 
other products associated with Pesach.  Also a full range of Haggadot, Kiddush 
cups, Seder plates and more will be available.  
 
Come and check out the range and prices. Some are even better than in Melbourne 
&  Sydney! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE ENTER THROUGH 35 MARKWELL AVE. 

We wish you and your family, a happy & healthy Kosher Passover 

 

 

For more information please contact us on - Tel  5570 1851 
 

 

Please call or email first to check food deliveries 

Monday 27th March      9.30-1.00 
Tuesday 28th March      9.30-1.00 
Wednesday 29th March    9.30-1.00 
Friday 31st March            9.30-1.00 
Sunday 2nd April            9.00-4.00 
Monday 3rd April            9.30-1.00 
Tuesday 4th April            9.30-1.00 
Wednesday 5th April      9.30-3.00 
Thursday 6th April           9.30-1.00 
Friday 7th April                  9.30-1.00 
Sunday 9th April            9.00-4.00 
Monday 10th April            9.30-12.00 
Thursday 13th April      9.30-1.00 
Friday 14th April            9.30-12.00 
Sunday 16th April            9.00-4.00 
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Join our Communal Burning of the Chametz. 

 
 
 

Bring the whole family to take part in this traditional custom of burning the Chamets. 

 

Monday, 10 April, 2017  at 10:00am                     

 
 

 entrance of the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 35  Markwell Ave.  Surfers Paradise 
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Cheder Sunday School  -  Baking Matzot Hands-On Activity 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Pesach times for the Gold  
Coast Jewish Community  

2017 - 5777 
 

SEARCH FOR CHAMETZ: 

Bedikat Chametz 

 

 

 

FAST OF THE FIRST BORN: 

 

 

REMOVAL, NULLIFYING & 

BURNING OF CHAMETZ: 

Biur - Bitul Chametz. 

 

 

SELLING OF CHAMETZ: 

Mechirat Chametz. 

 

 

LATEST TIME FOR EATING 

CHAMETZ: 

 

 

THE SEDER: 

 

 

 

PESACH FINISHES: 

 
- Sunday, 9 April  after 6:00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Monday, 10 April . Siyum in Shule        
  following service at 6:30am  
 
 
- Monday, 10 April . before 10:35am 
Burning at Markwell Ave at 10:00am 
 
 
- Before  Monday, 10 April, 10:35am. 
The Rabbi should be empowered to sell 
the Chametz well before this time. 
 
 
 
 

- Monday, 10 April,  until 9:24am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- The Seder should not begin until 
6:10pm on Monday & Tuesday evening, 
10-11  April   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, 18 April 6:02pm 

  
 

The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 
 wishes you and your family, a happy  

 & healthy Kosher Passover. 
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Coins from Jewish Revolt and Pontius Pilate eras 
found between pavestones of road, which led to 
Emperor Hadrian’s highway. 

A beautifully preserved stretch of Roman road, 
about 2,000 years old, was uncovered near Beit 
Shemesh in February during earthworks ahead of 
laying a water pipeline to Jerusalem. A few rare 
coins from different periods were found between 
the paving stones, including one dating to 29 CE, a 
coin minted by Pontius Pilate, the prefect of Judea, 
a coin from the second year of the Great Jewish 
Revolt of 67-70 C.E., and one from the Umayyad 
period (661-750 C.E.). 
 
The unearthed section of road stretches 1.5 
kilometers and is six meters wide, and is near the 
Israel Trail, notes the Israel Antiquities Authority. It 
is also near Highway 375. 
 
The road apparently linked the Roman settlement 
found by Beit Natif with the main highway known as 
the Emperor’s Road, which connected 
Eleutheropolis (Bet Guvrin) and Jerusalem, said 
Irina Zilberbod, the IAA director of the excavation. 
 
Led by General Pompey, the Romans conquered 
Judea in 63 C.E., ending the era of Hasmonean rule.  

 

Jewish resistance to the Roman regime rumbled 
throughout, spiking into ultimately disastrous 
rebellions: the Great Jewish Revolt of 67-70 CE, and 
the Bar Kokhba Revolt in 132-135 C.E., which led to 
the scattering of the Jews in the Diaspora. 
 
The Emperor’s Road itself is thought to have been 
built at the time of Emperor Hadrian’s visit to the 
country around 130 C.E., while suppressing the Bar 
Kokhba Revolt, or slightly thereafter, Zilberbod said. 
Evidence backing this hypothesis is the earlier 
discovery of a milestone, a stone marking distances, 
bearing Hadrian’s name, nearby. 
 
The Romans were famous for building roads 
throughout their empire, which served not only to 
move military forces efficiently but for commerce, 
and their remains can be found throughout Israel. 
From main routes such as the Emperor’s Road, 
secondary routes would branch off to farming 
settlements selling produce, grains, oil and wine to 
markets in Israel and abroad. 
 
The road section will be preserved in situ, said Amit 
Shadman, the IAA district archaeologist for Judah. 
 

 15 

Archaeology-   

 
 
 

2,000-year-old Roman Road 
Discovered Near Israel's Beit Shemesh 
 
 

By Nir Hasson and Ruth Schuster 

2,000-year-old Roman road discovered near Beit 
Shemesh Griffen Aerial Photos, Courtesy IAA 

2,000-year-old Roman road discovered near Beit Shemesh 
Assaf Peretz, IAA 



When you witness some toxic behavior, you must avoid 
responding in a way that is also toxic. Check your own 
emotions.  
 
Some toxic personalities can really press buttons and 
cause us to become furious. If you are in a sensitive 
situation it is best to step back and not get yourself 
immersed and involved in it. You have to be there to help, 
not to become part of the problem. Very often what 
happens is that both parties shoot off poisonous darts, 
and it becomes a vicious cycle. The back and forth of toxic 
behavior compounds the negativity. 
 
It makes sense to try to empathize with the toxic person, 
but never at the expense of losing yourself. It is critical 
that you don’t become an enabler, a savior, or a pleaser. 
These are all the pathological responses to toxicity. You 
can protect yourself by setting certain boundaries; by 
responding with dignity. 
 
Healthy People Bring Fresh Air Into a Toxic Environment 
 
When dealing with a toxic personality, you not only have 
to develop a way to immunize yourself, but to bring fresh 
air into the picture. For example, you have a relative who 
is always negative and is speaking negatively in your 
presence, you have to maintain your calm and always say 
something positive like, “I don’t see it quite that way. I 
see a positive element.” The person may argue with you, 
but you have to hold your ground.  
 
Just as the toxic person always exudes negativity, the 
healthy person is always brings positive energy into the 
situation. Healthy behavior is the best way to repel, 
neutralize and ultimately weaken toxicity. Setting a 
healthy example gives the person with a toxic attitude a 
standard to emulate that he may not have been exposed 
to. 
 
Do Your Best and Let Your Higher Power Do the Rest 
 
A soul is never toxic. But people may have life experiences 
that make them very angry and resentful. That does not 
justify their behavior. We have to try to connect to the 
pure part of that person’s soul and elicit in him or her a 
way to find positivity. Try to help him rebuild by finding 
something he could hold on to, such as things he enjoys 
doing and could come home and feel proud about.  
 
As stated, this requires care, empathy, and 
boundaries. You do what you can do, and then turn it 
over to your Higher Power to do the rest. You can 
only do your best — in the end the person must be 
willing to help himself.  

 

Spirituality - 
 
By  Simon Jacobson, MLC 
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We were all born as healthy beings, but life experiences 
can produce a lot of negativity in a person. While 
nobody’s soul is toxic, their behavior and attitude might 
be. We must always see the good in people, but we 
must also use discernment when choosing who we 
spend time with. There are people who can be so 
negative that they drag us into their negative world. 
How can we deal with such a negative personality or 
behavior without losing our own dignity and 
composure? 
 
Determine Whether You Have to Deal With the 
Situation or Not 
 
Choose your battles. We can’t solve every problem in 
life. You don’t want to get into a situation in which you 
become so drained by the effort that you are unable to 
help anyone. We must accept that as much as we want 
to be helpful, not every person who comes our way is 
our issue. If you feel you can’t achieve anything, or if the 
person is actually causing damage to your health, 
psyche, or peace of mind, maybe it’s a person you don’t 
have to be involved with. You can only help someone 
who wants to help himself. 
 
If You Must Deal With A Toxic Personality, Respond 
Only In A Healthy Way 
 
There are situations where you have no choice, whether 
it is a family member, coworker, or someone else who 
you can’t avoid.  
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Eight year old John was sent to Faulkner Park State 
School. He soon discovered that being very fluent in 
Polish, and being able to also speak Czeck, did him no 
good in Australia, as he did not know any English. His 
first week of school was traumatic as he was the 
recipient of peer cruelty and teacher misunderstanding. 
A classmate spat on his desk. When the teacher saw the 
glob of spit on the desk, she punished John with the 
strap. The language barrier prevented him from 
defending himself.  
 
His uncle and great uncle visited the school the next day 
to straighten out the principal, who sorted out the mess 
with the teacher. As time went by, John began to learn 
some English from the other kids. His first word in 
English was shut-up!  He didn’t know what it meant but 
he heard it spoken in the school yard. The school year 
ended in December so he only had to be at that school 
for about 6 weeks.   
 
After the Christmas Holidays he began attending a newly 
built school, Mount Scopus College on St. Kilda Rd. in 
Melbourne. It was the first Jewish School in Australia. In 
the Principal’s office they tested his skills in Math using 
an interpreter. He was pretty good at Math, so they put 
him in grade three despite never having been in grade 
two, or knowing much English. Within a few weeks it 
was apparent that John was struggling, so they put him 
into grade two. He still had trouble communicating but 
learned a few words here and there. He struggled 
through school, as he was two years older than the 
others in the class. He stressed over being made fun of.  
Every one would make fun of him for being older. On 
your birthday, the teacher would make you stand up in 
front of the class and announce your age. When it was 
John’s birthday, he was embarrassed to say his age. The 
other kids would be shocked and say things like …”Gee 
you’re old”. This devastated John and only added to his 
insecurities. 
 
Next door, John befriended three older kids that helped 
him learn English (Mary, Janet and Jim).  He used to ask 
the time by saying “How much tick tock”. Over time 
John’s English improved, but his experience at home did 
not. The war years continued to affect his Aunt Helen 
who suffered from debilitating emotional problems 
resulting in constant fighting at home.  

She would repeatedly accuse her husband of looking at 
other women, and her paranoia began to affect her ability 
to live normally. She thought that everyone around her 
was hired by her husband to follow her – paid for by the 
millions of dollars she imagined he had.  
 
When John was 10, Helen had a child of her own (Francis). 
John recalls the joy baby Francis brought into the home 
but his Aunt’s illness continued to deteriorate turning the 
joy to strain. John recalls a particular outing where his 
Aunt Helen assaulted a stranger by ramming them with 
her child’s baby carriage causing a scene, and leaving him 
embarrassed. Her struggle with mental illness eventually 
moved her into a psychiatric hospital where she lived on 
and off for much of her remaining life.    
 
His Uncle too had his own difficulties coping. He was not a 
comfortable loving father figure to John. He and John 
never really learned to trust one another. Uncle Moshe 
had great expectations for John, and would compare him 
to other kids who were doing well at school. John was 
humiliated. Because he struggled, John never felt good 
about himself. He always felt as though his uncle did not 
love him. He would often disappear, leaving the house to 
find peace. 
 
When John was around 11 years old, one of his favorite 
escapes was to the home of his friend Billy whose family 
was lucky enough to own a radio. Television was not to 
come to Australia for a few more years and for those who 
could afford it, radio programs were great source of 
entertainment. John and Billy would regularly listen to A 
ROCKY STARR ADVENTURE, A children’s highly dramatic 
serial about the courageous and daring interplanetary 
adventures of daredevil Rocky Starr and his intrepid team. 
The two boys also enjoyed THE AIR ADVENTURES OF 
BIGGLES, about the world famous Squadron Leader James 
Bigglesworth figure of aviation fiction based on books by 
Captain W.E. Johns. John was hooked….and when Billy 
was not around, he hated missing his beloved serials. So 
intent on not missing them, John tried to find other kids 
with radios to befriend….until the day a classmate 
brought a homemade crystal radio to school that he had 
built himself. John was in awe. If he could build his own 
radio, he would never again miss his programs. “How did 
you know how to build this?” John asked Allan. “My 
cousin helped me” Allan replied. “Can he teach me too?” 
asked John. “Sure” Allen said.  And with that John learned 
what he needed to know to start his radio project.  
 
His first radio was built from scrounged parts, and some 
new parts funded from pocket money he earned over a 
number of weeks. And it worked too. But the signal was 
too weak to pick up the station with the serials, and the 
two stations it did reach were both coming though 
together causing a garble that was difficult to understand.  

 

Hidden Gems:  
The Journey of a Child Holocaust      
Survivor -  Mr. John Leff   
part 3 
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You had to listen really carefully to hear just one station 
at a time. John knew his radio needed improvement.  
 
Revelations  
 
According to Jewish law, when Jewish a boy reaches 13 
years old, he becomes accountable for his actions, he 
bears responsibility for Jewish ritual law, tradition, and 
ethics, and is able to participate in all areas of Jewish 
community life. Traditionally, the father of the bar 
mitzvah gives thanks to God that he is no longer 
punished for the child's sins.  (Genesis Rabba, Toldot 
23:11). 
 
________  
 
For months leading to his 13th birthday, John studied 
with Moshe’s uncle Josef Kalb the Cantor (also called a 
Chazzan), to prepare for his Bar Mitzvah. It was a time of 
joy for the whole family when John finally completed the 
ritual rite of passage. Many family friends came with 
gifts of fountain pens and money and good wishes 
(Mazel Tov’s) to the Toorak Synagogue. When the most 
daunting part – the part when John had to stand in front 
of the congregation and speak, was over, the celebration 
moved to the home of the dear family friend the 
Dominitz’. The day was marred only by the fact that 
Uncle Moshe kept the money received as gifts to pay for 
the event. The time also signified a beginning to John’s 
journey of independence that most immediately meant 
being allowed to wear long pants. You see, at the school 
John attended, students who had not yet made their Bar 
Mitzvah, were permitted to wear their uniform short 
pants only, but the boys would often go to school after 
their Bar Mitzvah wearing long pants to show off their 
landmark entry to adulthood. John wore his proudly. 
 
At 14 or 15 he got his first job during school holidays. He 
wanted to be able to buy some “new” electronic parts, 
but he also wanted to buy himself a bicycle very badly 
and so when he received his first pay packet, he 
immediately went out and bought himself a second hand 
bicycle. He was so proud of himself….he had earned the 
money by himself, and made his purchase without 
bothering his Aunt and Uncle. When his uncle asked him 
for his pay and John told him about the bike, Uncle 
Moshe exploded with anger.  

Although it had never been discussed, he had expected 
the money to contribute to the household and couldn’t 
believe that John would spend it on something so 
frivolous as a bike. John was shocked as it was his idea to 
get a job so that he could have his own money.  
 
The teenage years were particularly tough on the 
relationship John had with his guardians. John struggled 
with finding his own identity and weaning himself away 
from the ever more dominating care of his Uncle Moshe. 
Uncle Moshe failed to see the developing rebellion as a 
normal stage of teen development and only knew he had 
to do something to make things better. It was the time to 
come clean and tell John the truth. He was not John’s 
Father, but his uncle. He told John that he had saved his 
life when he was a small child. Uncle Moshe choked up as 
he began to share the story. But his confession stopped 
much too soon, and left John wondering more about his 
life than he had before. John’s fear of stirring up more 
emotion, upsetting or angering his uncle, kept him from 
asking any questions so he just continued to wonder.  
 
His interest and skill with electronics grew as he 
continued to experiment with projects. Only months after 
the September 1956 introduction of television to 
Australia, when John was only 17 years old, he had built 
his own primitive television using mostly scrounged parts 
and an old phosphorous green oscilloscope for a screen.  
 
In his teens John had joined a youth group. Coincidentally, 
the same youth organization his Mother had joined as a 
teenager - a Zionist youth group called Hashomer Hazair.  
They had functions on Saturday nights that he had to miss 
because he had to baby-sit young Francis, while Uncle 
Moshe and Aunt Helen went to the movies.  Not being 
able to go was very difficult for John.   
 
The strained relationship between him and Uncle Moshe 
continued for several years …even after leaving school 
John was expected to work and contribute to the finances 
of the house. The tension of the relationship forced John 
to seek refuge by sleeping in the shed in the yard. While 
some of his life seemed normal then, John’s memories are 
dominated by the constant arguments and fights at 
home. At 18, with the help of his best friend Colin and 
Colin’s mother, he left home. Colin’s mom found him a 
place to board at a home of a friend, but Uncle Moshe 
was not willing to let go just yet. He continued to follow 
John, begging him to come home. John did move back 
home at one point for a couple of months but the 
problems persisted, so again he left looking for refuge and 
a fresh start. Once again Uncle Moshe, hoping to maintain 
care of his sister’s child, chased John, but John was tired 
of being controlled and harassed.  

 

Continue….Hidden Gems:  
The Journey of a Child Holocaust      
Survivor -  Mr. John Leff— Part 3 
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John’s friends were a source of comfort in those days. 
He confided in them and developed friendships that 
would last his whole life. Prompted by John’s frustration 
with his situation, Collin’s mom recommended a lawyer 
that could possibly offer some help. The Lawyer 
prepared a letter that was sent to Uncle Moshe 
recommending he leave John alone…stop going to his 
workplace or his apartment and cease the harassment. 
 
The letter was enough to scare Uncle Moshe into 
complying for a while, but then the harassment began 
again. John finally packed up and moved to Sydney with 
the intention to look up some friends from the Sydney 
chapter of his youth group. It was late 1958 or early 
1959, he was 19 years old, and had only his Hillman car, 
some old records in the boot (the trunk), and a pair of 
old dessert boots. He rented a room in the eastern 
suburb of Woollara, from Mrs. Josef, an old lady who 
once a week made him toast for his breakfast. He had 
found work at a local branch of the same company he 
had worked for in Melbourne, Electronic Industry limited 
(EIL), a service entity of the national company Astor TV 
of Australia.  
 
His childhood passion for electronics ensured his skills 
were in demand in a new era of household electronics 
products. He eventually moved into an apartment with a 
couple of friends closer to where he worked and where 
his friends lived. 
 
A New Social Adventure 
 
John had only been in Sydney a week or two when his 
friend, Malcolm, invited him to a Party…”Want to 
come”, Malcolm asked? John agreed reluctantly when 
he was assured that it would be OK, “the girl won’t 
mind” he was told. The party was a surprise party for 
Sandra Silver. She, her Mom Racheal, Dad, Jack, and 
older brother David had arrived in Australia from Tilbury, 
England in 1949 only a year after John’s arrival. Being 
British, and not having a language barrier made their 
transition to Australian life easier than John’s, and since 
Sandra was only 7 at the time, she was young enough to 
find the move an adventure.  
 
While the two families had in common the experiences 
of surviving the war years in Europe, and of starting a 
new life in Australia, their lives couldn’t have been more 
different. 

Sandra’s father, Jack shared memories of those war days 
in England, stories of rations and long lines for basic 
needs, of trying to make a living selling door to door, 
while air raids sounded and bombs fell. Climbing through 
rubble to get home. They had not been immune from the 
torment, and came to Australia for a peaceful and safe 
existence. 
 
John thought Sandra was beautiful and knew he had to 
ask her out. A couple of weeks later, he and a couple of 
friends went to the movies, and despite his initial 
nervousness he built up the confidence to hold her hand. 
They began seeing each other regularly with John 
dropping by her place every night after going out with 
friends, and Sandra stopping by his place to meet him for 
a night out. Mrs. Josef, his landlady was a funny sort, and 
would often turn the lights off and leave Sandra waiting in 
the dark! John’s feelings for Sandra grew stronger, and he 
began to become protective, telling his friends to stay 
away from her. Sandra was not so sure about John until 
the day he didn’t stop by. When it happened a second 
time, she started to wonder if she was falling for him.    
 
Sandra was going to a wedding, and made plans to meet 
John at her place afterwards.  When she did not return in 
time, he decided to find something else to do. When she 
returned to find he wasn’t there, and found no sign of 
him at his place she found herself getting a bit jealous. 
Her Mom knowingly commented that Sandra “liked” him 
more than she would admit. 
 
John and Sandra grew closer as they got to know each 
other better. John showed Sandra how to make potato 
(Catofle) soup. Together they joined the Great Synagogue 
Youth Group. Sandra was on the dance committee for a 
short time before getting “chucked off” for dancing all 
night instead of working. They had fun. 

 
To be continued.  
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Jewish Life 
 
Located adjacent to the ancient Kingdom of Israel, Jews 
lived in Syria since ancient times. One notable Jewish 
resident was Judah haNasi, famous for the redaction of 
the Mishna, who owned land near present-day Damascus. 
The Mishna mentions many Syrian cities that were home 
to Jews in ancient times, including Kefar Karinos, Rom, 
Aratris, and Beth-Anath. 
 
Maimonides, the great Medieval rabbi, cited the Jewish 
community of Aleppo as one of the most spiritual and 
dynamic Jewish communities outside of the land of Israel: 
“In all the Holy Land and in Syria, there is one city alone 
and it is Halab (Aleppo) in which there are those who are 
truly devoted to the Jewish religion and the study of 
Torah.” (Igros U’Teshuvos Rambam, Epstein Publishing, 
Jerusalem, 5714 pg. 69.) Rambam’s monumental 
philosophical work, Guide for the Perplexed, was written 
in the form of a letter to a Syrian rabbi, Joseph ben Judah 
ibn Shimon.  
 
Spanish Inquisition 
 
When King Ferdinand of Spain expelled his country’s 
thousand-year-old Jewish community, Sultan Beyazid II, 
ruler of the Ottoman Empire, sent his navy ships to bring 
Jews to Ottoman lands. “Can you call such a king wise and 
intelligent?” he asked of King Ferdinand. “He is 
impoverishing his country and enriching my kingdom!” 
 
Spanish Jews poured into the ancient Jewish communities 
of Syria. For some generations, these new arrivals kept a 
distinct culture, speaking Ladino instead of the local 
Arabic. By the mid-1700s, the Spanish Jews had blended 
with the other Jewish communities in Syria. 
 
The Famous Aleppo Codex 
 
In the early Middle Ages, a Jewish scribe named Ben-
Asher laboriously hand-copied the Torah and other 
manuscripts onto parchment, then stitched them 
together to make a codex, an early form of book. Unlike 
Torah scrolls, this Codex contained punctuation, vowels 
and musical notes, making it especially valuable to 
scholars seeking to understand key Jewish texts. 

History - 
Jews and Syria: 10 Fascinating Facts 
Syria's once vibrant Jewish community 
goes back thousands of years. 
by Dr. Yvette Alt Miller 

Syria dominates many news headlines today. Here are ten 
interesting facts about Jewish connections with this 
ancient country. 
 
Biblical Origins 
 
Residents of Aleppo, the northern Syrian city that for 
millennia was home to a vibrant Jewish community, trace 
their city’s origin to the Jewish patriarch Abraham. 
Accompanying his flock of sheep through the area, 
Abraham is thought to have distributed sheep’s milk to 
local residents. 
 
The Hebrew word for milk, halev, became the name of 
the town. (Aleppo is known as Haleb in both Arabic and 
Hebrew.) 
 
Syria in the Torah 
 
Syria was an important trading partner with Israel in 
ancient times. Damascus, the present-day capital, was an 
oasis resting point on trade routes from Mesopotamia to 
Israel. Jews were present in Syria as far back as the time 
of King David, who conquered Damascus and briefly 
appointed governors over the city (II Samuel 8:5-6). 
 
During the reign of the Jewish King Ahab, a local king from 
Syria named Ben-Hadad waged war against the Kingdom 
of Judah. God aided King Ahab and his Jewish army, who 
prevailed, after which Ben-Hadad relinquished his hold on 
Jewish cities and allowed Jews to trade in Damascus: “The 
cities that my father took from your father, I shall return; 
and you may control markets in Damascus, just as my 
father did in Samaria” (I Kings 20:34). 
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Rising Anti-Semitism 
 
In December 1947, when the UN voted to partition 
Palestine into two nations and establish a Jewish state for 
the first time in two thousand years, the Muslim residents 
of Aleppo turned on their Jewish neighbors in a frenzy of 
killing. Urged on by government officials, rioters killed 
dozens of Jews and burned many buildings, including 
Aleppo’s famed Great Synagogue. 
 
Author Matti Friedman interviewed a survivor of the 
pogrom: “Howls of rage came from (the rioters) outside. 
The Jews in Palestine, someone screamed, were cutting 
Muslim babies from their mothers’ wombs. His parents 
barricaded the family in the main room of the house…. 
Then the rioters were at the door, and the boy escaped 
barefoot through a window… When they had taken his 
family’s valuables, they used the kerosene and coal his 
parents had been storing for winter to set the building 
alight” (from The Aleppo Codex by Matti Friedman, 
Algonquin Books, 2012). 
 
Anti-Semitism continued to intensify, and Syria’s Jews 
began to flee, mainly to Israel and the United States. 
Home to 40,000 Jews in 1947, only a few thousand Jews 
remained in the country by 1967. 
 
Our Man in Damascus 
 
In the 1960s one of the most dapper men about town in 
Damascus was Kamal Amin Ta’abet, a Syrian who’d lived 
in Argentina and cultivated connections and friends at the 
highest levels of Syria’s new Ba’athist Government. 

 
In reality, Kamal was Eli Cohen, an Israeli spy, whose wife 
Nadia was waiting at home for him in Israel. He was born 
in Egypt to Syrian Jewish parents, then moved to Israel as 
a child. He volunteered to deep undercover in Syria, 
despite the incredible dangers. 
 
Eli Cohen at the Golan Heights with Syrian military 
personnel 

Continue….History - 
Jews and Syria: 10 Fascinating Facts 
Syria's once vibrant Jewish community goes back 
thousands of years. 
 

When Crusaders sacked Jerusalem 1099, they murdered 
the city’s inhabitants – one Christian knight recorded the 
scene near the Western Wall “where there was such a 
massacre that our men were wading up to their ankles in 
enemy blood” – and sacked the city. One treasure taken 
away for ransom (along with Jewish leaders) was the 
Codex. 
 
The Codex was eventually bought back from the 
Crusaders by Jews; in 1375, it was brought to Aleppo, one 
of the great centers of Jewish Torah study, and housed in 
Aleppo’s magnificent Grand Synagogue. There, the Codex 
acquired an almost mystical importance. People would 
travel to pray near it, and it was said that if the Codex 
ever left Aleppo, the Jewish community there would 
cease to exist. 
 
Five hundred years later that prophecy started to become 
true. In 1947, when the UN voted to create a Jewish state 
in the Land of Israel, Arab rioters, egged on by 
government officials, attacked Aleppo’s Jewish 
community, killing scores of Jews and burning many 
buildings, including the Great Synagogue. The Codex 
vanished. It was smuggled out of Syria and brought to 
Israel. It reappeared in 1958 in Jerusalem, but with nearly 
200 pages missing. It’s thought that some of these pages 
are in the hands of Syrian Jews who regard them as holy 
objects; some might have been sold on the black market. 
The remaining Aleppo Codex today is housed in the Israel 
Museum in Jerusalem. 
 
Damascus Blood Libel 
 
Long a fixture in Europe, the infamous blood libel (the lie 
that Jews kill Christians and use their blood to bake 
matzah) spread to a land outside of Europe for the first 
time in 1840, when a Franciscan friar and his servant 
disappeared in Damascus. 
 
Local Syrian officials, ruled at the time by French colonial 
authorities, arrested and tortured several prominent 
Jews, who later tried by the French consul. Two Jews died 
in prison; one agreed to convert to Islam to save his life. 
American President Martin Van Buren was so horrified by 
this use of torture, his Secretary of State noted “he 
cannot refrain from expressing surprise and pain that in 
this advanced age such barbarous measures be resorted 
to in order to compel the confession of imputed guilt.” 
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Judy and her husband Ronald got in touch with a 
synagogue in Damascus, and started sending religious 
items to help the Jewish community there. In 1975, a 
friend of Judy’s went back to Aleppo visit her brother 
there. The friend was briefly imprisoned back in Syria, and 
eventually returned to Toronto with a letter from the 
Jewish community that she managed to smuggle out. “It’s 
a letter that you only see during the times of the 
Holocaust,” Judy Feld Carr explained. “It was a letter 
written by three rabbis in Aleppo, saying something to the 
effect that: ‘Our children are your children. Get us out of 
here!’” 
 
Judy started fundraising at her Toronto synagogue and in 
the Jewish community, and managed to raise money to 
bribe officials to smuggle a Jew out of Syria. He’d been 
imprisoned and tortured back in Syria after his children 
had tried to flee the country.  
 
Suffering from cancer, he entered Mt. Sinai Hospital in 
Toronto. He had only one further request, he told Judy: 
he wanted to see his elderly, ill mother, who was living in 
Israel. “Then,” he explained, “I can die in Israel.” Judy 
brought him to Israel. The day before he died, Judy visited 
him. He begged her to smuggle out one of his daughters. 
Honoring the wish of a dying man, Judy promised, and 
smuggled out the 19 year old, who went on to marry and 
build a family in Israel. 
 
“That was the beginning of the ransoming,” Judy Feld Carr 
later explained. One by one, financed by the Dr. Ronald 
Feld Fund for Jews in Arab Lands at Toronto’s Beth Tzedek 
Synagogue, Judy arranged to smuggle out “exactly 3,228 
Jews – one at a time” over the next 28 years. 
 
“Let’s face it,” Judy told The Times of Israel in 2012, “I’m a 
mommy who lives in Toronto. I’m not an expert in foreign 
intrigue…. It doesn’t blend at all with what my former 
profession was and being a mother of six kids”. Judy 
never visited Syria, and for years toiled in secret, in 
incredible danger, as her identity became known to Syrian 
security forces. Only in the 1990s was her work 
recognized. 
 
In 1995, Israel’s then Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin wrote 
to the Toronto grandmother: “Words cannot express my 
gratitude to you for 23 years of hard and dangerous work. 
Very few people, if any, have contributed as greatly as 
you have. The Jews of Syria who were rescued and the 
State of Israel owe you so much, and will never be able to 
reward you as you deserve.” 
 
 

Continue….History - 
Jews and Syria: 10 Fascinating Facts 
Syria's once vibrant Jewish community goes back 
thousands of years. 
 

One of the greatest threats to Israel at the time was 
Syria’s determination to divert water from the Jordan 
River, depriving Israel of one of its major sources of 
water. Syrian troops also used the high mountains of the 
Golan to fire into Israeli towns and farms. Eli Cohen 
provided Israel with major intelligence on both issues. 
After using his contacts to procure a tour of the Golan 
Heights, Eli suggested that Syrian troops plant trees at 
their military bases to provide shade and cover; Israel was 
later able to pinpoint the exact location of military bases 
from the location of these trees. 
 
In 1965, Eli Cohen was caught sending a secret radio 
message to Israel. He was arrested, tortured, and publicly 
executed. Syria continues to refuse to hand over his body, 
though in late 2016, video of his execution was released 
for the first time, posted on a Facebook page titled 
“Syrian Art Treasures”. 
 
Canadian Grandma Who Rescued Syrian Jews 
 
Judy Feld Carr was an ordinary Ashkenazi Jewish musician 
living in Toronto with her husband when she first learned 
about the intense anti-Semitism Syrian Jews faced, and 
the difficulty the Jewish community had in escaping once 
the highly anti-Zionist Baath Party came to power in 1963. 
At the time few people were focused on helping Syrian 
Jews; most institutional attention was directed to the 
much larger Soviet Jewish community instead. 
 
 

Eli Cohen at the Golan Heights with Syrian military 
personnel 
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Helping Syrian Refugees Today 
 
Since Syria’s civil war broke out in 2013, over 2,000 
Syrians have been smuggled into Israel to receive life-
saving medical treatment. The Ziv Medical Center in 
Safed has treated over 800 wounded Syrians, making it 
one of the largest treatment centers for Syrians 
anywhere. Syria remains formally at war with Israel and 
refuses to recognize the Jewish state. When Syrians who 
were treated in Israel return to Syria, they cannot tell 
people where they’ve been; Israeli medical personnel 
remove all Hebrew writing from medication and 
equipment to protect their Syrian patients. 
 
Israelis are helping Syrians in other ways too. 
 
    Israeli businessman Moti Kahana has spent over $2.2 
million of his own money to send humanitarian aid to 
southern Syria. He founded Amaliah, meaning “work of 
God” in Hebrew, which helps coordinate Israeli 
volunteers and the Israeli army as they send food, 
medicine, drinking water and educational materials to 
Syria. Amaliah also helps bring Syrians to Israeli hospitals 
and organizes empowerment workshops for Syrian 
women. In September 2016, when the UN found it too 
dangerous to bring emergency aid into Syria during the 
Muslim festival of Eid, Amaliah worked with the Israeli 
Defense Forces to transport a ton of meat into the 
country. 
 
    Another Israeli organization, “Operation Blossom of 
Hope” uses crowdsourcing to raise money to help Syrian 
refugees stranded in Europe. Founded by Israeli 
humanitarian worker Shachar Zahavi, Operation Blossom 
of Hope set up fifty drop-off sites around Israel, raising 
over one and a half ton of donated winter supplies for 
the refugees including coats, sweaters, boots, warm 
socks, blankets and sleeping bags. 
 
    Israeli humanitarian organization Israel Flying Aid (IFA) 
has been operating in Syria since 2011, training and 
equipping nearly 2,000 of the famed “White Helmets”: 
volunteers who conduct search and rescue missions amid 
rubble from Syria’s lethal war. IFA also has trained 22 
doctors and many medical technicians. For years, IFA 
volunteers worked in Syria without revealing their Israeli 
identity. When her colleagues first learned she is Israeli, 
recalls Gal Lusky, IFA’s founder and CEO, one of her 
Syrian colleagues stood up and declared “Now I 
understand. You are not even my friend. You are my 
enemy. After Assad, we are coming for you next.” 
Despite such sentiments, Israeli IFA volunteers continue 
to provide vital, life-saving aid to Syrians 

 

 

Fables & Parables  
 

The Cat 
By Yanki Tauber 

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, was once challenged: “Tell 
me, Rebbe, how can you, in this day and age, still insist that the 
Torah is the unadulterated word of G‑d? Are you not the least 
bit swayed by the fact that so many Bible critics and men of 
science reject your beliefs?” 
 
The rebbe responded with a story: 
 
A young aspiring inventor labored for many years on a project. 
Finally, he wrote to his mentor, a great engineer under whose 
tutelage he had studied, saying that he wished to present his 
efforts for his teacher’s critique. The great engineer replied 
that he was scheduled to be in the young man’s hometown in a 
few weeks, and that he would be more than happy to drop by 
and offer his comments on his beloved student’s invention. 
 
As the appointed day neared, the young man grew extremely 
agitated. He felt that this was to be the most important test of 
his career. He saw this invention as the embodiment of his 
most creative ideas; his mentor’s opinion of it would be the 
ultimate assessment of his worth. 
 
When he woke that morning, he knew that he could not trust 
himself to face his mentor’s verdict. He left his blueprint on the 
table of his study, together with a note in which he begged 
forgiveness for his absence and asked his teacher to please put 
his comments in writing. After telling his wife to direct the 
engineer to the study, he left the house to pace the streets. 
 
It was late in the evening when he re-entered his study. No 
sooner did his glance fall on the table than he uttered a small 
cry and collapsed in his chair. His wife, rushing to her 
husband’s side, found him white as a sheet and with a look of 
utter despair in his eyes. On the table lay the blueprint of his 
invention, with a few terse lines of black ink crisscrossing it 
from corner to corner. 
 
“It does look like it’s in bad shape,” said his wife. “But can’t you 
redraw it from memory?” 
 
“Draw it from memory? Every line on that diagram is ingrained 
in my mind. I can draw it in my sleep. But that is hardly the 
problem, is it?” 
 
“What then is the problem?” wondered the good woman. 
 
“The problem is that the greatest engineer in the land has 
crossed out the last ten years of my life!” 
 
“Your teacher?” said the inventor’s wife. “He sent word that he 
can’t come today. What happened was that the cat climbed 
onto your table and knocked over a bottle of ink.” 
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It’s not just about visitation. 
 
It’s about friendship.  
 
It’s about community. 
 
The Sunshine Club is a unique volunteer program under the auspices of the Gold 

Coast Hebrew  Congregation designed to bring cheer and companionship into the 

lives of Jewish seniors all throughout the Gold Coast.  

 

Whether for seniors living on their own, in assisted living facilities or convalescent 

homes, the Sunshine Club matches up caring friends to be there with and for     

seniors - to visit, to assist and to uplift. To share experiences, to spend quality time, 

to celebrate special occasions and to create wonderful memories together. 

 

 

If you would like to become a Sunshine Club Volunteer or if you are a senior – or know of a 

senior – who can benefit from the Sunshine Club, please call our office on 5570 1851 or 

Rabbi Gurevitch on 0419 392 818 

Programs: 

 
 
 

• Weekly Friendship Visits      • Recreational Activities 

• Book-Reading                     • Arts & Crafts 

• Family Connections             • Holiday Celebrations 

• Educational Materials          • Cultural Events        
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People use disability parking permits that don't 
belong to them all the time. The city knows this and 
allows for it in their budgeting. 
 
The car still belongs to your grandmother, who 
rightfully had the disability permit. So why get rid of 
it? Do you need to purge the car of any trace of her? 
What if her music is still in the CD player, must you 
throw that away too? 
 
But after all those arguments for keeping it, I can 
think of a single argument in favor of giving it up: 
 
It is dishonest and probably illegal. 
 
The human mind has an amazing talent. We take 
something that is clearly wrong, and come up with 
creative explanations as to why it is right. We call this 
talent “justification.” Almost everyone has a 
dishonest side, an inner voice that attempts to 
whitewash wrongdoing and justify immorality. 
 
But we have another side to us that is honest and 
upright, the voice of integrity that wants to do what's 
right. After all the justifications, we know the truth. 
 
The Torah (Deut. 6:18) tells us, "And you shall do 
what is proper and good..." You know what you need 
to do. Give up the permit. And thank G‑d that you 
don't need it. 

Ask The Rabbi -   
The  “Good Shabbos” vs. “Shabbat Shalom” 
Debate. Who Is Right? 
On the difference between Sepharadic and 
Ashkenazic pronunciation 
By Yehuda Shurpin 

My grandmother no longer drives, so I use her car. It 
has a disability parking permit, which allows me to 
park anywhere I want without paying. I feel a little 
guilty about it and thought maybe I should give it up. 
On the other hand, am I doing anything wrong by 
just leaving it there? 
 
Answer: 
 
I can come up with several arguments in favor of 
keeping the permit, and only one argument in favor 
of giving it up. 
 
Let's look at the arguments in favor of keeping the 
permit: 
 
You already pay taxes, so why pay for parking? 
 
You never claimed to be disabled. If the parking cops 
get the wrong idea, that's their problem. 
 
Parking costs are highway robbery. It's a way for 
municipalities to get rich. 
 
You often do errands for your grandmother with her 
car, so she is the one benefiting. 

Ask The Rabbi -   
 
 
 

Can I Use Grandma's Parking 
Permit? 
By Aron Moss 
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Personal Development: 
Growing Each Day  
 
By Rabbi Dr.  Abraham Twerski  

It is the nature of a person to be influenced 
by his fellows and comrades (Rambam, Hil. De'os 
6:1). 
 
We can never escape the influence of our 
environment. Our life-style impacts upon us and, as 
if by osmosis, penetrates our skin and becomes part 
of us. 
 
Our environment today is thoroughly computerized. 
Computer intelligence is no longer a science-fiction 
fantasy, but an everyday occurrence. Some 
computers can even carry out complete interviews. 
The computer asks questions, receives answers, 
interprets these answers, and uses its newly 
acquired information to ask new questions. 
 
Still, while computers may be able to think, they 
cannot feel. The uniqueness of human beings is 
therefore no longer in their intellect, but in their 
emotions. 
 
We must be extremely careful not to allow 
ourselves to become human computers that are 
devoid of feelings. Our culture is in danger of losing 
this essential aspect of humanity, remaining only 
with intellect. Because we communicate so much 
with unfeeling computers, we are in danger of 
becoming disconnected from our own feelings and 
oblivious to the feelings of others. 
 
As we check in at our jobs, and the computer on our 
desk greets us with, "Good morning, Mr. Smith. 
Today is Wednesday, and here is the agenda for 
today," let us remember that this machine may 
indeed be brilliant, but it cannot laugh or cry. It 
cannot be happy if we succeed, or sad if we fail. 
 
Today I shall... 
 
try to remain a human being in every way - by 
keeping in touch with my own feelings and being 
sensitive to the feelings of others. 

Jewish tradition ordains that whenever the Torah is read we 
are granted a special and uniquely  opportune moment to 
invoke blessing for those in need of divine intervention. From 
time immemorial it has therefore been the custom to recite a 
"Mi Sheberach" (prayer for the sick) on behalf of  people who 
are ill.  We pray for the people below, and wish them a  
speedy recovery:  

Misheberch - Prayer for the sick 

Man 
Reuven Ben Rochel  

Yehuda Avraham Ben Beila Chaya 
Michael Ben Baila Chaya 

Daniel Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 
Shlomo Ben Dahlia 

Adam Gideon Ben Leah 
Michael Ben Mina 

Mordechai Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 
Yishai Ben Sara 

Tom Ben Miriam 
Chaim Ha’Levi Ben Miriam 

Shimon Dovid Ben Sara 
Tzvi Avigdor Ben Chaya Shaindl 

Shmuel Ben Sara 
Philip Ben Faygelle 
Yehushua Ben Leah 
Yochu Ben Binner 

Chanan Halevi Ben Tatyana  
Yaakov Haleyvi Ben Brurya 
Dovid haleyvi Ben Penina  

Zalman Chaim Ben Devorah  
Gary Ben Minnie 
John Ben Olive 
Favdu Ben Gitel 

Noach Ben Nechama 
Yehuda Ben Tova Gittel 
Simcha zelig Ben Pesya 

 
Women     

 Rivka Bat Adele 
 Tziyona Bat Chana  
Peryla Bat Chana 

Rivka Bat Sara 
Faygelle Bat Chana 
Tatyana Bat Fayna 
Tirtza Bat Tikvah 

Shoshana Bat Batsheva 
Rochel Bat Rivkah 
Miriam Bat Sara 

Sara Rochel Bat Rivkah 
Leyla Bat Sara 

Libbi Bat Naomi 
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Ethel Rubinstein was celebrating her 80th birthday when she received a 
jury-duty notice. She called the clerk’s office to remind them that she 
was exempt because of her age. 
"You need to come in and fill out the exemption forms," the clerk said. 
"I've already done that," Ethel replied. "I did it last year." 
"You have to do it every year," the clerk said. 
"Why?" Ethel asked. "Do you think I'm going to get younger?" 
 
 
Miriam's birthday was approaching and she had been working on her husband Moishe for a while for a 
special present that she had in mind. On the morning of her birthday she woke up and told Moishe, "I 
just dreamed that you gave me a diamond ring for my birthday. What do you think it all means?" 
"Aha, you'll know tonight," answered Moishe smiling broadly. 
That night, Moishe approached Miriam and handed her a small package. Delighted and excited, she 
opened it quickly. There in her hand rested a book titled: "The Meaning of Dreams." 
 
 
Shmulik Hadari was suffering from a bad case of the flu, so he called his doctor in Tel Aviv to get an 
appointment. 
When he was told the scheduled date of the appointment, he became outraged and bellowed, "Three 
weeks? The doctor can't see me for three weeks? I could well be dead by then!" 
Calmly, the receptionist replied, "If so, would you have your wife call to cancel the appointment?" 
 
 
Little Moishie Applebaum swallowed a coin and it got stuck in his throat, so his mother ran out in the 
street yelling for help. A man passing by took Moishie by his shoulders and hit him with a few strong 
strokes on the back, and he coughed the coin out. 
"I don't know how to thank you, doctor," Mrs. Applebaum said. 
"I'm not a doctor," the man replied. "I'm from the tuition committee." 
 
Herman and Henny Pearlman live in Boca and Henny likes to check in with her Herman each morning to plan the 
day’s activities. 
 
"Herman, what are you doing today?” asked Henny. 
 
"Nothing," said Herman. 
 
"That's what you did yesterday," said Henny.     
“Well,” answered Herman, "I wasn't finished." 

 
 
 
 
 

Laughter….The Best Medicine 
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                                                                                                                Chefs Corner  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Makes 8 servings 
 
3 red bell peppers, seeded and coarsely chopped 

3 jalapeño peppers, seeded and chopped 

8 cloves garlic 

2 cups chopped fresh cilantro, divided 

¼ cup kalamata olives 

2 tomatoes chopped 

Kosher salt, to taste 

¼ cup olive oil 

½ cup fresh lemon juice 

8 (5-ounce) fillets boneless, skinless salmon 

 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
 
Combine bell peppers, jalapeños, and garlic in a food processor; pulse until chunky. Add 1 cup of the 
cilantro and pulse to incorporate. Season with salt and set aside. 
 
Heat oil and lemon juice in a large skillet over medium. Add remaining 1 cup cilantro, olives, and 
tomatoes and cook 30 seconds. Add reserved pepper puree. Cook 2 minutes and remove from heat. 
 
Place salmon in a 9x13 oven-safe pan. Pour prepared sauce over salmon. Bake for 18 – 22 minutes. To 
serve, place salmon on platter and spoon sauce over and around the fish. 
 
by Elizabeth Kurtz  
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Form of Bequest 
When Making a Will 

 
I ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Give and bequeath to the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Inc. of 34 
Hamilton Avenue Surfers Paradise Queensland (P.O. Box 133 Surfers 
Paradise, 4217 ) the sum of $_______________________Free from all duties, 
to be applied to the general purposes of the Congregation and I declare 
that a receipt therefore signed by the President or Treasurer for the 
time being of the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Inc. shall be full and 
sufficient discharge for this bequest. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Why should I remember the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation in my 
will? 
 
 
 

You care deeply about Jewish continuity on the Gold Coast and want 
to see Judaism flourish in our community. The Gold Coast Hebrew 
Congregation is serving our local community today and will continue 
to serve generations into the future.  
 
This gift can, in some circumstances, be greater than anything you 
could donate during a lifetime.  Thank you in advance for this          
generous contribution. 
 

For more information contact our office on: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712 
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au   |   WEBSITE: www.goldcoasthc.org.au 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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PHOTOS  OF  THE  MONTH  

Purim Celebration 2017— 1960’s Theme!!  
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Purim Celebration 2017- 1960’s Theme!!  

PHOTOS  OF  THE  MONTH  
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- Our new variety of classes in our new weekly Series - 
Our lessons probe the depth of contemporary Torah thought, with a special focus on    
issues  surrounding spirituality, the human psyche, love and interpersonal relationships. 
Every  experience offers meaningful and timely lessons – from the most timeless of texts. 
You will walk away surprised, inspired, and knowing more about who we are as Jews, and 
who you are as an individual. We invite you to browse through the topics in this           
catalogue of classes below and join us for a weekly dose of uplifting Jewish study. If you 
find any topics that you think may  be of interest to your friends, please   encourage them 
to come along. Checkout our  variety of classes on page 25 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR MARCH 
 

 
Gerald Moses           9th 
Manne Padowitz           11th 
Toni Goriss            13th 
David Rebibou           14th 
Helga Herling           15th 
Gary Zelcer            16th 
Sharon Mougrabi            17th 
Sam Recht             18th 
Margaret Capkin             24th 
Bernard Nightingale 26th 
Pinchus Cohen  30th 
Harold Tannenbaum 18th 
Daniel Small              23rd 
Rachel Pollak  26th 
Benjamin Jotkowitz 14th 

YAHRTZEIT OBSERVANCE 
FOR THE MONTH OF  

NIssan -  April 
 

We extend our wishes for long life to the        
following who are  observing a Yahrtzeit  

 
 
7th Nissan- 3rd April 
Yaacov Ben Eliyahu- Father of Sarah Rebibou 
 
9th Nissan-5th April 
Robert Rebibou-Father of David Rebibou 
 
9th Nissan-5th April 
Isabella Moses- Mother of Judah and Gerald Moses 
 
10th Nissan- 6th April 
Charles Nightingale- Father of Bernard Nightingale 
 
10th Nissan- 6th April 
Friedle Rosenthal-Mother of Helga Herling 
 
16th Nissan-12thApril 
Annie Donath –Mother of John Donath 
 
17th Nissan-13th April 
Rachel Leah Bat Yehezekal-Mother of Liz Linton 
 
22nd Nissan-18th April 
Tevya Ben Halevi-Brothers of Benjamin & Louis 
Halpern 
 
2nd Iyar-28th April 
Isaac Semp-Father of Myer Semp 
 
3rd Iyar-29th April 
Carol Zelcer-Mother of Gary Zelcer 
 
3rd Iyar-29th April 
Chana Kleinman-Sister of Helga Herling 

 
 
 
 

Refuah Sheleyma-speedy recovery    
 
 

Raymond Efron  
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WE THANK THE  

FOLLOWING FOR THEIR 
ALIYA OFFERING  

 

 
 

Zelig Berkhut 

M. Cohen 

George Pollak 

Barry Katz 

Norman Lelah 

David Rebibou 

Gerald Moses 

Alan Chanesman 

Kim Goriss 

Pinchas Cohen 

John Donath 

Steven Rose 

Stephan Rebibou 

Robert Goldsmith 

N. Rosenbaum 

Isaac Zulaikha 
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If undeliverable return to: 
 
The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 
P. O. Box 133 
Surfers Paradise  4217 
Queensland,  Australia 
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