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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends 
  
This past month was another  busy month at our Shule. 
We had a  large turnout for the special ‘Challah Baking’ 
as part of the international ‘One Shabbat Celebration’. 
Special thanks to Dina Gurevitch, Liz Lynton, Isabelle 
Grau and Rebecca Dales. 
  
We are also having our ‘Trivia Night  event’ coming up 
on Sunday 17th December,  so come along and bring a 
friend with.  Checkout the info in our newsletter.  
  
We are now getting ready for ‘Chanukah in the Park 
2017’.  A lot of preparation and hard work is ahead of us 
to create a wonderful celebration, promising to  better 
than the previous years. 
  
This year we will entertain you with a special 
presentation from the children of our Cheder Sunday 
School  and a spectacular ‘Scoot the Stunt Fire and 
Chainsaw Show’ together with beautiful food and more. 
Hope that you will be attending this celebration with us 
on Thursday, 14th of December 2017. 
  
Don't forget to enrol your children to our Summer day 
Camp in January, first come first serve basis, as there are 
limited spots available. Check our newsletter for more 
info. 
  
If you are planning a vacation trip this summer, have a 
great and safe time on your holidays and will see you 
again in 2018. 
 
David Rebibou,   
President GCHC 
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SYNAGOGUE NOTICES 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: 
8:30am  – 1:00pm 
 
SHOP HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday , and  Friday: 9:30am –           
1:00pm 
 
SERVICE PRAYER TIMES 

 
WEEKDAYS  

Shacharit: Monday & Thursday - 6:30am 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday - 6:55am 
 
SHABBAT  

Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday at 6:00pm 
Shacharit: 9:00am. Shiur-class at 8:40am 
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 6:00pm 
 
SUNDAY AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

Shacharit: 8:00am 
Mincha and Ma’ariv: 6:00pm 
 
 
 

THE GOLD COAST HEBREW CONGREGATION 

 
ADDRESS 
34 Hamilton Ave,  Surfers Paradise 
P.O. Box 133.   Surfers Paradise, Qld  4217 
 
OFFICE 
Administrator - Belinda Werb 
Phone: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712 
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au 
 
RABBI NIR GUREVITCH 
Mobile: 0419 392 818 
Email: ngurvtch@ozemail.com.au 

 
PRESIDENT 
David Rebibou 
Email: davidrebibou@icloud.com 
Phone: 0449 988 398 
 
WEBSITE: www.goldcoasthc.org.au 
 

 
 

 

THE GUIDE FOR JEWISH  

EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES  
 
 

 

Monday  - weekly at 7:30pm - Assorted Topics 
and  Kabbalah @ the Shule’s Katranski Hall 
 
Thursday Talmud class  - 7:00pm at the Rabbi’s 
home.  
 
Shabbat afternoon Topical insights: @ 6:00pm 
  
Personalised learning with the Rabbi - Please tel. 
Rabbi Gurevitch 0419 392 818 
 
Women Learning Classes with Rebbetzin Dina 

Gurevitch- Please tel. 0405 100 149  

 
Women Rosh Chodesh Group - takes place every 
Jewish new month where women of all 
backgrounds and affiliation come together to 
learn, schmooze and enjoy a scrumptious  supper 
and interesting speaker. To join us please contact 
our office on 5570 1851 or Rebbetzin Dina 
Gurevitch on 0405 100 149  
 
After School Cheder - Every Sunday during 

school term from 9:30am - 11:30am. For ages     

5-13 

    

At Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation. 35 Markwell 
Ave entrance, Surfers Paradise 

 
During your school hours - We come to you 

 
Surfers Paradise State School - Every Wednesday 
@ 11:50pm   
 
Benowa State School - Every Friday @ 10:00am    
 
Bellevue Park State School - Every Thursday @ 
1:55pm    
 

 

 



If we look closely at the details of Chanuka - the menora, 
the history, the number of flames - they can reveal the 
nature of our soul. 
 
As the sun sets and the shadows of night descend, we 
kindle the menora creating light in the darkness. Listen 
carefully to the flames and they will tell you a story, a 
story that will empower you to live a more profound 
meaningful life, enabling you to rise up toward challenge 
and overcome difficulty. Sit near the flames and study 
them quietly. 
 
"The flame of G-d is the soul of a human being," says the 
Torah. As flames warm and illuminate their 
environment, so too you can use your soul to infuse life 
with warmth and light. Unlike all other physical entities 
that are drawn earthward, the dancing flames flicker 
upward defying gravity. Likewise your soul, not satisfied 
with mere physical comforts, aspires up toward 
something beyond. 
 
Chanuka is not just about lighting up our own lives. By 
placing the menora in the window of your home or at 
your doorpost, you allow the light to radiate into the 
dark street, illuminating your surroundings.  
 

Chanuka reminds us of our ability and responsibility to 
effect the world around us and prompts us to shine light 
into the lives of others with daily acts of goodness and 
kindness.  
 
Just as a flame lights another without diminishing itself, 
so too by sharing yourself you become enhanced rather 
than diminished. Every day we must increase illumination 
of ourselves and our environment - each day adding 
another good deed, lighting an additional flame. 
 
Chanuka tells yet a deeper story, a story that penetrates 
the darker shadows of our lives. The menora shines a 
tunnel back through time to the aftermath of a great 
victory in which a small band of Jews defeated the might 
of the Greek Empire. In amongst the debris of the 
desecrated Temple the Maccabees searched ceaselessly 
until they found a single sealed cruse of oil that 
miraculously burnt for eight days. When you are defiled, 
when your inner Temple has been desecrated and there is 
no oil to be found, you have the power to reach deeper 
inside and discover light.  
 
The soul always remains intact like a "pilot light." When 
you light your menora under such difficult circumstances, 
creating light in the darkest moment, that light can never 
be extinguished. The light that has dealt with challenge, 
that has transformed pain into growth, is a light that 
transcends nature and transforms darkness into light. 
 
This power to transform darkness must come from a 
place beyond the conventional. We therefore light eight 
candles, the mystical number of transcendence and 
infinity, one beyond the number seven that represents 
the natural cycle. In order to pierce darkness with light, 
you can't just rely on the natural, you need to reach a 
deeper resource which is the eighth dimension. 
 
These elements of Chanuka - the eight flickering flames, 
the miracle of the oil, the light shining into the dark street 
- beckon us to connect to the power of our soul. Our soul 
rises like a flame toward that which transcends itself, not 
only repelling darkness as is the nature of all light, but 
transforming the darkness into light. 
 
With blessings for a happy and joyous Chanukah,       
Rabbi Nir Gurevitch  
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Listen to the Flames 



Chanukah Fun Night 
Join us for another fun and exciting event!! 

Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation invites you…...  

Bring 
along 
your 

friends!!! 

Join us for a great night of fun, prizes 

and delicious supper! 

Organize a table of 8 people or let us 

know if you would like to join a table. 

 

DATE:  Sunday, 17th December  2017 

TIME: 7:00pm 

PLACE: Katranski Hall, Markwell Ave 

Surfers Paradise.  

COST: $15.00 
 
 
 
 

Bookings by 8th December through the office: 
5570 1851 or email: gchc@westnet.com.au 

 
- Everyone Welcome - 

BH 

5 
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Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Cheder 

For more information and registration 

contact our  office on 5570 1851 

  

 

 

Younger group ages 5-8 

run by Dina Gurevitch  

 

Older group age 9-13 run 

by Rabbi Gurevitch 

Give your child the gift of a fun Jewish education that 

Will remain with them forever! 

Our Hebrew Sunday School  runs 

every  Sunday, except school holidays 

from 9:30-11:30am. Join other children 

attending our Cheder classes for an 

educational and stimulating time. We 

are located at 35 Markwell Ave, with 

ample parking under our Katranski 

Communal Hall.   



 

 
 

For all Je
wish boys

 

and girls 
 

age 5-13  
   

 

 

Fun, exci
tement   

and educ
ational 

time for all k
ids!!! 

Devoted,   
        

experienc
ed and 

caring yo
uth    

leaders 

The Greatest s
ummer camp on the 

Coast!!! 

 

 

 

Book early to 

reserve your 

spot!!! 

 
 
 
 

Join  

today!!  

Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation summer Day Camp 

 
   
Facts & Figures:   Who:  All Jewish Children age 5-13    When:    Monday– Friday, 15th-19th January, 2018.     Time: 
9:00am - 3:00pm.     Where:   Surfers Paradise State School - 42 St Andrews Ave,  Isle Of  Capri,  Surfers Paradise.    
Cost:      $180.00  early bird special. if paid by 22 December. $210.00 if paid after the 22 Dec. Fee includes all excursion. 
10% discount for second and subsequent  child. By popular demand:  LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED   For More 
Information:  Please ring our office on 5570 1851 or Rabbi Gurevitch on 0419 392 818  or email: gchc@westnet.com.au  
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What are the details of the Middle East peace plan that 
President Donald Trump will use to craft what he hopes 
is the “ultimate deal?” Sometime in the next few 
months, they will be unveiled as part of an effort to 
revive the dead-in-the-water peace process between 
Israel and the Palestinians. Though we’ll have to wait 
and see what exactly is in the proposal being cooked up 
by a team led by presidential son-in-law Jared Kushner 
and chief negotiator Jason Greenblatt, the only two 
things that seem certain are that it is likely to be 
acceptable to Saudi Arabia and that it will have zero 
chance of success. 
 
That’s why instead of merely repeating the mistakes of 
its predecessors, the Trump team should try a paradigm 
shift that will predicate peace on a simple concept: the 
Palestinians have to admit they’ve lost their war on 
Zionism. Avoiding this admission in order to mollify them 
or their supporters or concentrating, as every U.S. 
administration has done, on pressuring Israel to make 
concessions, merely makes it impossible for the 
Palestinians to accept the sea change in their political 
culture that is the only thing that will make peace on any 
terms possible. 
 
It was this idea that brought two members of the 
Knesset—representing a larger group of legislators that 
come from six different parties that are in and outside 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government—to 
Washington to meet with several like-minded members 
of Congress to promote the concept of an Israeli victory 
in the long conflict rather than a self-defeating 
compromise. The launch of a joint #IsraelVictory caucus 
at the Capitol Hill gathering is a small step and, as of yet, 
hasn’t influenced the administration’s thinking. But the 
gathering, which was sponsored by the Middle East 
Forum think tank, is a long overdue effort to promote a 
concept Kushner and company ought to be thinking 
about. 
 
Trump’s team is likely to embrace an “outside-in” 
strategy in which Arab states, principally the Saudis, will 
use their influence and money to pressure the 
Palestinians into finally accepting a two-state solution.  

Israel- 
Time for a peace process 
paradigm change 

By Jonathan S. Tobin/JNS.org 

In return, the U.S. would get the Netanyahu 
government to agree to terms that are likely to largely 
resemble past plans floated by the Obama, Bush and 
Clinton administrations. Trump may think the missing 
ingredient for peace has been the absence of a master 
dealmaker, but this scheme has no more chance of 
working than the efforts of his predecessors. 
 
The reason is that the essential element for peace is 
still missing. The Palestinians are still stuck in a mindset 
that rejects Israel’s legitimacy. The Palestinian 
Authority (PA) won’t accept a deal that ends the 
conflict for all time no matter where Kushner, 
Greenblatt and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman draw the borders between the two states, how 
much of Jerusalem the Palestinians receive, how many 
descendants of the 1948 refugees are allowed to 
“return” to Israel or even how much money is thrown 
at them. That’s because the Palestinians’ national 
identity as a people is still inextricably bound up in a 
futile century-old war on Zionism that its people have 
been taught to think they will eventually win. 
 
At various times, the PA has declared a willingness to 
accept peace. Yet every such gesture has been 
undermined by its cradle-to-grave incitement that 
promotes a culture of hatred for Israel and Jews, and 
makes new rounds of bloodshed inevitable. The history 
of the last 24 years of negotiations since the Oslo 
Accords shows that peace is impossible so long as the 
Palestinians still hold onto hope of eventually winning 
this war. As with every other conflict, this one will only 
be settled when one side admits defeat and that is 
something no one, not even a Trump team that 
appears to be more realistic about Palestinian behavior 
and intentions than past administrations, seems willing 
to force them to do. 
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Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (right) and President 
Donald Trump (left) with Jared Kushner (center) at the start 
of a meeting in Jerusalem in May. Credit: Kobi Gideon/GPO. 
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Critics of the #IsraelVictory idea mock its simplicity. But 
generations of would-be peacemakers have forgotten 
that it really is that simple. Once the Palestinians 
concede the war is lost rather than being paused and put 
aside their dreams of a world without a Jewish state, 
compromise would be possible. But if the compromises 
precede acknowledgement of an Israeli victory, then all 
the Jewish state will be doing is trading land for more 
terror, not peace.  
 
The Trump team may not be listening to the 
#IsraelVictory caucus as it hatches its plans. But if the 
White House ignores the basic truths the caucus 
proclaims, it will be wasting its time and making the next 
round of violence more, rather than less likely. 
 
 
 

Israeli soccer star Eran Zahavi. Photo: Nir Keidar via 
Wikimedia Commons. 
 
Israeli soccer star Eran Zahavi was named this year’s 
most valuable player in the Chinese Super League (CSL) 
last weekend. 
 
Zahavi, 30, garnered the award after a season in which 
he scored 27 goals, just one short of the league record. 
 
The Israeli player has a $7 million annual contract with 
the Chinese team that ends in 2020. 
 
Before playing professional soccer in China, Zahavi spent 
the majority of his career in Israel with the Hapoel Tel 
Aviv and Maccabi Tel Aviv clubs. He also played briefly in 
Italy and was the captain of Israel’s national soccer team. 

Sport -  
Israeli Soccer Star Named Most Valuable 
Player in Chinese League avatar by JNS.org 

Mezuzah Campaign 
 

Protecting Jewish Homes 

With Tradition 

~~~~~~~~ 
The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation has 
embarked on a campaign to reach out to as 
many Jewish homes in our community with  
the intention of having your Mezuzah 
checked or a new one to be placed.   Rabbi 
Nir Gurevitch has already  visited many 
homes and is available to visit your home or 
business.    
 
The mezuzah is one of the unique divine 
commandments for which the Torah states 
its reward - long life for oneself and one's 
children. Additionally we are assured that a 
kosher mezuzah will protect the house and 
those living in it wherever they may be.   
 
For more information please  contact our 
Shule on 55 701 851 or Rabbi Nir Gurevitch 
on 0419 392 818.  Please note that our 
Shule’s Judaica shop features a wide variety 
of beautiful Mezuzah cases to choose from.          

Continue....Israel  -  
 



A new device to track blood-glucose levels has been 
launched in Israel. 
 
Today marks World Diabetes Day, a date chosen in 
tribute to Dr. Frederick Banting, co-discoverer of insulin, 
who was born on November 14, 1891.  While the 
discovery of insulin made survival with diabetes possible, 
the disease itself continues to spiral out of control 
around the world. 
 
Every six seconds, a person dies from diabetes, and with 
415 million sufferers globally, it will likely become the 
greatest epidemic in human history.  It’s also one of the 
most costly, amounting to 12% of annual healthcare 
expenditures worldwide.  Now, a new device promises 
to make life easier for people with diabetes by 
eliminating the need for painful daily blood tests. 
 
One of the greatest challenges in managing diabetes is 
compliance.  Patients must track their own blood 
glucose (blood sugar) levels, and the use of standard 
glucose meters require multiple fingerpricks each day.  
Despite the urgent medical importance of tracking this 
information, the pain and the inconvenience discourage 
many individuals from keeping close tabs on blood 
glucose, which is crucial to adjusting diet, insulin and 
other medication use. 
 
Without accurate tracking, poorly-controlled diabetes 
can easily lead to heart attacks, strokes, blindness, and 
reduced blood flow, leading to serious limb infections 
and ultimately amputation. Very low blood glucose can 
also cause confusion, loss of consciousness and seizures. 
 
For years, researchers have been trying to find a non-
invasive way to detect blood glucose levels – sparing the 
need for multiple fingerpricks and making the process 
quicker and easier.  Now, Israeli startup Cnoga Medical 
has created a groundbreaking glucometer, already 
approved for use in numerous countries worldwide, 
which allows patients to track blood glucose levels 
without pricking or pain. The small device uses a camera 
to provide optical diagnosis of blood glucose level by 
observing changing color shades of the user’s finger. 

Health & Innovation -  
 
 

New fingerprick-free glucose     
meter takes the “Ouch!” out of 
diabetes care   by Michal Marmary 

The new device offers accurate, non-invasive blood-
glucose results that are comparable to those of a 
fingerprick.  Following a short “training” period, in which 
the device learns to correlate the user’s optical skin-tone 
characteristics with camera readings, the device operates 
quickly, accurately, making tracking and compliance 
easier patients living with diabetes. 
 
Cnoga was founded by entrepreneur Dr. Joseph Segman, 
a PhD in mathematics, whose previous startup, Oplus 
Technologies, sold to Intel for about $100 million. Oplus 
developed and manufactured processors that serve as the 
“brain” of digital display devices, such as flat panel plasma 
televisions. Later, Segman has brought his entrepreneurial 
spirit to the medical world. The experience acquired in 
Oplus facilitated a decade-long research and development 
resulting in Cnoga’s device. 
 
The principle of operation is as follows: An array of light-
emitting-diodes (LED) shines light in wavelengths from 
visual to infrared through the fingertip. As the light waves 
pass through the fingertip, some of it is absorbed and the 
reflected light signal is changed.  
 
A camera sensor detects the changes in the light signal in 
real time. Using patented algorithms and a vast amount 
of data, the device analyses the correlation between the 
signal and bio parameters to yield the glucose level in the 
blood. 
 
.Cnoga’s approach is part of a global trend of personalized 
medicine and telemedicine. The device is a great promise 
for a better quality of life to diabetes patients 
everywhere. 
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On November 15, 2017, military authorities placed 
Zimbabwe’s long-time dictator, President Robert 
Mugabe, under house arrest. His wife, Grace Mugabe, is 
challenging former Vice President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa for leadership. Both would-be new 
presidents have fearsome reputations and widespread 
demonstrations have been planned throughout the 
country. 
 
Unknown to many observers, Zimbabwe is home to a 
Jewish community. Here are seven little-known facts 
about Jews and Zimbabwe. 
 
Early Adventurers 

 
In the late 1800s, the British South African Company, led 
by Cecil Rhodes, carved out an enormous area of 
influence in southern Africa. Named “Rhodesia”, it 
encompassed what today are the nations of Zambia in 
the north and Zimbabwe in the south.  
 

 
Cecil Rhodes 

 
Jews, like other 
European settlers, 
began to pour into 
southern Africa in 
the late 1800s. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
historian Hugh 
MacMillan, these 
Jews “were both 
economic migrants 
and refugees, 
escaping from the 
kind of religious and 
political persecution 
in the Russian 
Empire, and also 

economic migrants looking for a place where they could 
make a better living.” Most of these immigrants went to 
South Africa, but some more adventurous settlers 
ventured further north, into Rhodesia, where many 
worked as cattle traders. 

Article of Interest- 
Jews and Zimbabwe: 7 Little-Known 
Facts 

Unknown to many, Zimbabwe is home to a 
small Jewish community.  by Dr. Yvette Alt Miller  

Alfred Beit, Founder of Rhodesia 

 

“No history of Rhodesia should fail to mention the 
remarkable generosity of Sir Alfred Beit, (Cecil) Rhodes’ 
silent and self-effacing partner,” observes historian 
Robert Blake in his landmark work A History of Rhodesia. 
Although Rhodesia was named after the famous British 
businessman and politician Cecil Rhodes, Rhodes’ 
success was enabled by Alfred Beit, a Jewish immigrant 
from Germany. Beit was one of the first Europeans to 
see business potential in southern Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alfred Beit, 1905 
 
Beit was born into a poor Jewish family in Germany in 
1853. He started his working life with a firm that 
imported wool and diamonds, and soon worked in the 
diamond industry in Holland. In 1875, Beit was sent to 
South Africa to help set up a diamond mine. He realized 
that African diamonds were of a much higher quality 
than any diamonds currently for sale in Europe and he 
started developing diamond mines and championing 
new mining techniques. 
 
A few years later, Beit met Cecil Rhodes, another 
diamond industry manager. Beit later recalled that 
Rhodes asked him if he ever took a rest; “not often” Beit 
replied. Rhodes explained his idea of launching a 
consolidated mining company to develop the region’s 
mines, and Beit advanced him the 250,000 pounds he 
needed for the venture - with no security down. Beit’s 
gamble paid off, and the British South African 
Corporation received its Royal Charter in 1889, with Beit 
helping to run the massive venture. 
Beit was responsible for much of Rhodesia’s diamond 
industry’s development, but his great passion was 
endowing railroads and other infrastructure that 
developed Southern Africa. He endowed the Beit Trust 
before his death in 1906, and this fund still exists, giving 
grants to buildings and transportation infrastructure that 
continues to transform and improve the region today. 
http://www.beittrust.org.uk/ 
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Tents and Frontier Buildings: Synagogues and Jewish 

Life in Rhodesia 

 

The first synagogue in what is today Zimbabwe was set 
up in a tent in what then was the remote town of 
Bulawayo. In 1894, twenty Jews came together to 
establish a place of worship in their new home. 
 

The following year, a synagogue was established in 
Harare (then called Salisbury), and a third synagogue 
was established in Gwelo in 1901. The smaller cities of 
Kadoma and Kwekwe were also home to Jewish 
communities. In 1898, Bulawayo’s Jews set up a chapter 
of the Central African Zionist Organization to help 
express their yearning for and aid to a future Jewish 
state. By 1900, about 400 Jews lived in what was 
formerly called Southern Rhodesia and today is known 
as the independent nation of Zimbabwe. 
 
From Rhodes to Rhodesia 
 
The Greek island of Rhodes (which, despite its name, has 
no connection with Rhodesia), was home to a rich, 3,000 
year old Jewish community. Many Jews of Rhodes spoke 
Ladino and could trace their family’s histories to the 
Jewish expulsion from Spain in 1492. 
 
In 1911, Rhodes came under Italian rule; the Jewish 
population at the time numbered about 4,000. As 
fascism gained adherents, and particularly after 
Mussolini rose to power in 1938, most of Rhodes’ Jews 
fled. In a coincidental overlap of place-names, hundreds 
of these Jews fled to the southern African territory of 
Rhodesia, today known as Zimbabwe.  

Continue...Article of Interest 
Jews and Zimbabwe: 7 Little-Known Facts 

In 1931, these refugees established the Sephardi 
Hebrew Congregation in Harare, Zimbabwe’s capital. 
 
Sephardi Jewish immigrants also founded two of the 
most well-known shopping malls in Harare: Sam Levy’s 
Village and Avondale Shopping Center. Sephardi Jews 
also set up textile mills and factories in their new home, 
providing thousands of jobs in the region. 
 
Declining Jewish Population 

 
Zimbabwe’s Jewish population peaked during the boom 
years following the Second World War. In 1961, the 
region was home to over 7,000 Jews. Years of political 
instability saw that number decrease sharply. 
 
In 1964, Zambia (formerly known as Northern Rhodesia) 
declared independence. Southern Rhodesia remained a 
British colony until 1970: that year the white 
supremacist leader Ian Smith declared independence for 
his Rhodesian Front government. A decade of bitter civil 
war ensued, during which most of the country’s Jewish 
population fled to neighboring South Africa. In 1980, the 
nation became the Republic of Zimbabwe, with Robert 
Mugabe as leader. 
 
Mugabe’s Zimbabwe originally was home to over a 
thousand Jews, but years of poor economic policy saw 
more and more Jewish Zimbabweans flee the country. 
As Mugabe’s long rule continued, the leader became 
increasingly irrational, lashing out at minorities, 
including Jews, whom he accused of undermining the 
country. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Today, about 400 Jews live in Zimbabwe, primarily in 
Harare and Bulawayo. Two thirds of the community is 
aged 65 or older. Harare is home to two synagogues, 
one Ashkenazi and one Sephardi, but since the early 
2000s, they have held joint services in order to ensure 
they can get a minyan. In 2003, Bulawayo’s only 
surviving synagogue burned to the ground, though a 
new building has been erected.  
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Synagogue in Harare 
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A shochet, or kosher slaughterer, visits Zimbabwe twice 
a year from South Africa. Despite the small size of the 
community, there are still two Jewish schools in 
Zimbabwe: one in Bulawayo and one in Harare. 
 
Jewish Roots among Christian and Muslim Africans? 

 
The Lemba are a southern African group that lives in 
Zimbabwe and South Africa, and has long noted some 
similarities between their traditions and Jewish 
practices. Lemba people do not eat pork, they observe a 
weekly holiday, and they even have a custom of carving 
stars that look like the Jewish symbol the Star of David 
on their tombstones. They also speak a sacred language 
that has elements of Hebrew and Arabic, and likely was 
imported to Africa hundreds of years ago from ancestors 
in Yemen. 
 

Lemba people have long believed they are descended in 
part from Jewish visitors to Africa, and recent genetic 
testing seems to support the claim that many Lemba 
tribesmen have some Jewish origins. Most Lemba are 
Christian, though some are Muslim. Although the group 
used to be very close-knit and closed to outsiders, in 
recent years younger Lemba people seem to be more 
willing to marry non-Lembas and assimilate into wider 
southern African culture. 
 

A Tense Shabbat 
 
As the political turmoil in Zimbabwe continues, the 
country’s tiny Jewish community is determined to carry 
on as usual. Harare’s Jewish school did close briefly after 
Pres. Mugabe was arrested, but then reopened as usual. 
“At this stage, Shabbat services will go ahead,” explained 
Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, of the African Jewish Congress. 
One local resident told The Jerusalem Post in the days 
after the change of government that Zimbabwe’s Jews 
are hoping for better times to come, and in the face of 
current turmoil, they remain “cautiously optimistic.” 

Continue...Article of Interest 
Jews and Zimbabwe: 7 Little-Known Facts 

 

Every year, Chanukah arrives just when we seem to need 
it most. When the days are at their shortest and the 
nights have grown unbearably long, the menorah casts 
its glow upon a people hungry for light. In 1938, the 
entireIt had been a long and terrifying trail world found 
itself sinking into a darkness unlike any it had known in 
modern history. If ever there were a need for light to 
guide our way, it was on this cold December evening in 
Germany, as the eighth and final day of Chanukah was 
about to begin. 
 
The Geier family was sitting in their second-class 
compartment on a train headed from Berlin to Holland as 
they watched the winter sun slip beyond the horizon. It 
had been a long and terrifying trail that led from 
Kristallnacht (“The Night of Broken Glass”) to this 
moment. They could still hardly believe they had 
managed to obtain an American visa and were now 
finally on what they prayed would be an uneventful 
journey to freedom. 
 
Judah and Regina Geier and their two children, Arnold 
and Ruth, spent the duration of the train ride staring out 
the window, nibbling on sandwiches, reading, dozing, 
and trying to behave as if the world were still a normal 
place. But unlike most of the other passengers, the Geier 
family remained acutely aware of the dangers that 
awaited them as the train approached the German-Dutch 
border. There, Nazis, German police, and officers of the 
Gestapo would all be present for a final check of 
passports and travel papers. 
 
For Judah Geier, however, there was an additional 
heaviness that weighed on his heart. As an Orthodox Jew 
and a cantor, his whole life had been devoted to 
following the ways of the Torah. Yet, here it was, almost 
nightfall, when the flames of the Chanukah menorah 
should have been rising to spread their light, and he was 
forced to sit quietly in his seat with only the harsh glare 
of a naked bulb to illuminate the graying sky. Surrounded 
by strangers, he was afraid to strike a match or recite a 
blessing for fear of calling undue attention to himself and 
his family. Regina Geier, sensing her husband’s inner 
struggle, tried to reassure him that G‑d, who sees and 
knows all , would surely understand his situation and, no 
doubt, grant him many more Chanukahs to celebrate 
properly. 
 

 

 

Story-   
 

 

 

A Holocaust Chanukah Miracle 
 
 

By Yitta Halberstam and Judith Leventhal 



 
Judah nodded gratefully, but did not seem comforted. In 
a place and time of such spiritual darkness, the light of 
the menorah seemed more important than ever – 
especially on this eighth night of Chanukah, which 
represents the culmination of the holiday, when all the 
candles are lit simultaneously to proclaim the miracle of 
Jewish survival. Under these dangerous circumstances, 
how could he possibly light the menorah? But, then 
again, how could he possibly not? 
 
Judah turned the issue over and over again in his head as 
the train continued onward. Suddenly, the train 
screeched to a halt at the German-Dutch crossing, where 
it sat in the station for the longest ten minutes of 
Judah’s life as the border police and the Gestapo 
prepared to check everyone’s documents. He felt his 
wife’s body go still next to his, and even his children sat 
frozen in fear. One wrong answer, one nervous twitch, 
could mean the difference between escape and 
imprisonment, between a new life and certain death. 
 
Then, it happened. A Chanukah miracle arrived at the 
German border just in the nick of time. With no warning, 
the entire station and every corner of the train was 
thrust into total darkness. All the lights were 
extinguished at the very same instant, leaving the 
passengers and the approaching officers groping in the 
darkness. 
 
Without a second’s hesitation, Judah seized the moment 
and reached for his overcoat on the luggage rack above. 
He put his hand into one of the pockets and pulled out a 
small package. Before anyone realized what was 
happening, he struck a match, lit a candle, and quickly 
warmed the bottom of eight other candles. He then 
planted them firmly in a neat row upon the windowsill 
and, in a breathless whisper, recited the Chanukah 
blessings. As his family looked on in amazement, Judah 
carefully lit each candle and placed the ninth one – the 
shamash – off to the side. In the bright warmth of the 
menorah, his face radiated joy and peace for the first 
time in months. 
 
Seeing the unexpected light in the window, the Gestapo 
and the border police came running. The sound of their 
boots striking the pavement with intensified blows 
echoed throughout the stillness. 

Continue...A Holocaust Chanukah 

Miracle 

 
 

Nevertheless, Judah continued to focus his thoughts on 
the Chanukah lights while his heart pounded as loudly 
and rapidly as the quickening footsteps. 
 
When the officers burst through the door, Judah was 
braced for the worst, perhaps even the end. However, 
instead ofJudah was braced for the worst, perhaps even 
the end responding with rage to this brazen display of 
Jewish ritual, the officers only noticed the opportunity 
that it provided. By the light of the flickering candles, 
they would now be able to see clearly enough to begin 
checking passports and papers, and so, with 
characteristic Nazi efficiency, they set to work. As soon as 
the process was completed and they were about to 
leave, the chief officer of the border police turned to 
Judah and thanked him personally for having had the 
foresight to carry “travel candles” on his trip. 
 
Meanwhile, the Geier family sat in stunned silence for 
close to half an hour, unable to take their eyes off the 
windowsill. Just as the candles were beginning to grow 
dim, every light in the station suddenly flashed back on. 
Judah, still in awe at what he had just witnessed, put his 
arm around his twelve-year-old son. With tears in his 
eyes, he drew him close. “Remember this moment,” he 
declared softly. “As in the days of the Maccabees, a great 
miracle happened here.” 
 
 
As told by Arnold Geier (Judah’s son) to Pesi Dinnerstein 
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One panel is still available 
Dear Friend,                            

We are excited to announce the release of our newly designed traditional stained glass panels which is permanently 

decorating our Shule wall, next to the ladies main entrance of our Synagogue. The large and very brightly colored panel 

is translucent, flooding the sanctuary with light, color and meaning.  There are four sections available for dedication. We 

invite you to view it when you are visiting our Shule or shop.   

 

The cost for the glass art panel dedication is $6000.00   We trust you will take advantage of this rare opportunity 

before it becomes fully dedicated.   For further details please contact our office on 5570 1851 

Our new variety of our Monday weekly Series       

7:30pm at the Katranski Hall.  



 
I was in eighth grade and my classmate Kevin came over 
to me. He told me to sit down because he had a great 
joke to tell me. A few of the guys were smiling. 
 
Two polar bears are sitting in a bathtub. The first one 
says, “Pass the soap.” 
 
One of the onlookers started cracking up. As he left our 
little group, he kept laughing and repeating the words, “I 
can’t, I can’t…” 
 
Kevin looked at me and finished the joke. 
 
So again, two polar bears are sitting in a bathtub. The 
first one says, “Pass the soap.” And then … the second 
one says … [here Kevin had to hold himself in] … the 
second one says, “No soap, radio!” 
 
At this point, the entire group gathered around started 
losing it. I don’t mean little chuckles. I mean loud, 
uproarious belly laughter. 
 
I was the only person who didn’t get the joke. And they 
were starting to notice. So I started laughing too. This 
made everyone else laugh even more. 
 
Only later did I realize why. 
 
Kevin and the guys had set me up with a non-joke, a 
punch line lacking any humor at all. The whole point was 
to put me on the spot. They wanted to see if I would 
laugh along with the group just to fit in, despite having 
nothing funny to laugh at. 
 
The joke was on me. And I fell for it. 
 
The Asch Paradigm 

 
A more scientific version of the now-famous “No Soap, 
Radio” joke was conducted by psychologist Solomon 
Asch. His experiments, published in 1953, have become 
famous for demonstrating the amazing power of 
conformity in groups. 

Groups of eight students were invited to participate in 
vision tests. They were to look at two cards. One card had 
three lines of varying lengths. The other had one line, 
which matched the length of one of the lines on the other 
card. The stated goal was to check students’ vision and 
ask them to identify which of the three lines matched the 
length of the line on the other card. The differences in 
line length were both significant and obvious. 
 
In truth, all of the participating students – with one 
exception in each session – were “in on the joke.” The 
“fake” students would, by prior agreement, give wrong 
answers and identify the wrong line. Dr. Asch was not 
interested in testing students’ vision. The goal was to see 
how the one “real” test participant would react: would he 
stand up for what his eyes clearly told him? Or would he 
change his answer in order to avoid sticking out and 
looking foolish? 
 
The results were astounding. Seventy-five percent agreed 
with the incorrect answers at least once. The more “fake” 
participants there were, the higher the proportion of 
incorrect answers given by the “real” participant. The 
more uniform the “fake” participants were in their 
incorrect answers, the higher the proportion of incorrect 
answers given by the “real” participant. 
 
Dr. Asch’s experiments taught that in order to avoid 
standing out, a large percentage of people will go along 
with an incorrect majority, even when the majority’s 
mistake seems very obvious. 
 
But a question always lingered about the Asch Paradigm. 
Did the “real” participants choose to lie to avoid potential 
embarrassment, or did they somehow come to really 
agree with the “fake” participants’ (incorrect) answers? 
 
In 2005, Dr. Gregory Berns, a neuroscientist from Emory 
University in Atlanta, conducted Asch-type experiments 
while monitoring the brain’s activity using M.R.I. 
scanners. His findings were later published in the 
Biological Psychiatry journal. 

Spirituality - 
 

 

 

 

Against the Flow 
 
 
 
 

What happens when the majority isn't 
right?    by Doron Kornbluth  
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Dr. Berns’ approach was based on an amazing 
realization. If subjects were consciously lying, the M.R.I. 
should show activity and change in the frontal areas of 
the brain that deal with conscious decision-making and 
conflict resolution. If, on the other hand, the subjects 
somehow came to believe the group’s (incorrect) 
answers, activity and changes should appear in the back 
areas of the brain that deal with vision and objective 
spatial perception. 
 
Confirming the Asch paradigm once again, Dr. Berns and 
his team found that “real” participants often agreed with 
the group’s obviously incorrect answers. 
 
The M.R.I. scans were even more revealing. Scans of 
“real” participants who conformed to the group’s 
incorrect answers revealed activity in areas of the brain 
devoted to vision and objective perception. No activity 
was recorded in areas devoted to decision-making and 
conflict resolution. 
 
In other words, when faced with a majority opinion that 
is clearly contrary to physical reality, almost half of the 
population will not only go along with the majority, but 
will come to actually believe that the majority is right. 
 
Swimming Upstream  

  
It is understandable to prefer going along with the flow. 
Nobody wants to stand out. It is lonely. It is 
uncomfortable. Occasionally, it can be dangerous. There 
is safety in numbers. And comfort. Life isn’t easy. Why 
make it harder by disagreeing with the majority? 
 
On the other hand, sometimes the Emperor really has no 
clothes. 
 
Going along with the majority is problematic because of 
its inherent falsehood. Furthermore, it also leads down a 
terrible path. Societal norms have often caused terrible 
tragedies. Majorities in many societies of the past 
practiced human sacrifice. The ancient Greeks practiced 
infanticide if the baby was deformed, dull, or, often, 
female. The ancient Romans’ favorite societal pastime 
was watching starved animals, or gladiators, attack, 
maim, and kill innocent women and children whose 
great offense was being born in foreign lands. More 
recently, Hitler was elected in a democratic election by 
the German electorate. And terrorists enjoy wide 
support in certain countries. Is the majority always right? 

Tool of Resistance 

 

Abraham was a “Hebrew,” an English version of the 
Bible’s term “Ivri,” which refers to the fact that he was 
“oh-ver” – he had crossed to the other side. He stood on 
one side of a great philosophical debate (monotheism 
versus idolatry) and held his ground, even though the 
whole world was on the other side. We are a nation of 
Hebrews – we stand up for truth. Russian anthropologist 
Michael Chlenov perhaps put it best when he wrote that, 
“Judaism is a tool of resistance.” Throughout history, the 
presence of a distinct Jewish community has always been 
a clear challenge to absolutist claims and majority rule. 
 
The Assyrians worshipped idols and bid us to do the same. 
We refused and, directly and indirectly, reminded the 
world that the Assyrian view was not the only way of 
understanding life. 
 
The Greeks admired the human body above all else, while 
we taught that the soul is supreme. 
 
Roman society was brutal (gladiators versus innocent men 
and women) and shockingly sexualized (pedophilia was 
widely practiced). We were examples of kindness and 
monogamy. 
 
Throughout history, our commitment to our beliefs has 
challenged the conventional wisdom. This has often 
provoked no little antagonism. Yet we have stood firm 
against the winds. We have opposed and continue to 
oppose idol worship, rampant materialism, and 
consumerism. We strive to reject falsehood, evil, and 
immorality. 
 
Being Jewish is a wonderful privilege and opportunity. It 
means being committed to seeking the truth. To admiring 
and developing knowledge and wisdom. It means focusing 
on a better future, and working towards it. It means 
standing up against the world’s false gods – whatever 
they may be in any given generation – and rejecting the 
status quo as acceptable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpted from Doron Kornbluth's new book, Why Be Jewish? 
Knowledge and Inspiration for Jews of Today.  

Continue...Spirituality - 
 

 

Against the Flow 
What happens when the majority isn't right?     
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The Chanukah lights are lit in the evenings preceding 
each of the eight days of Chanukah , beginning with    
Tuesday night, December 12, 2017, after nightfall 

Both men and 
women are obligated 
to  l ight  the            
Chanukah menorah, 
or to participate in 
t h e  ho u s e ho l d       
menorah lighting. 
Children should be 
encouraged to light 

their own menorahs. Students and singles who live in 
dormitories or their own apartments should kindle      
menorahs in their own rooms. 

Many have the   
custom to place the 
menorah in a 
doorway opposite 
the mezuzah, so 
that the two 
mitzvot of mezuzah 
and     Chanukah 
surro und the 

person. Others place it on a windowsill facing a public 
thoroughfare. (If placed on the windowsill, it should be 
no higher than 20 cubits—about 8.8 meters above street 
level.) 

The Chanukah lights 
should consist of 
lamps or candles 
i.e., a flammable 
fuel that feeds a   
visible flame via a 
wick. The most ideal 
way to fulfill the 
mitzvah is with 

cotton wicks in olive oil, or beeswax     candles; paraffin 
candles or other types of candles or lamps are also 
acceptable, but not gas lights or electric lights. (If 
circumstances do not allow the use of an open flame, a 
proper rabbinical authority should be consulted.) 

The lamps or candles must contain enough fuel, at the 
time of the lighting, to burn until half an hour after 
nightfall.  

CHANUKAH  FESTIVAL  
Insights and Practise  

The lamps or candles should be arranged in a straight 
row, and should be of equal height. The shamash—the 
“servant” candle that kindles the other lights—should be 
placed apart from the rest (higher, outside the row, 
etc.). 

On the first night of Chanukah, one light is kindled on 
the right side of the menorah. On the following night 
add a second light to the left of the first, and kindle the 
new light first, proceeding from left to right, and so on 
each night. 

The Chanukah lights 
are kindled in the 
evening preceding 
each of the eight 
days of Chanukah. 
The custom of many 
communities is to 
light the menorah 

shortly after sunset; other communities light it at     
nightfall. In either case, the menorah must contain 
enough fuel at the time of the lighting to burn until 30 
minutes after nightfall. Note: The standard Chanukah 

candles last only approximately 30 minutes. If using 

those candles, then light after nightfall every night (aside 

from Friday—see below). 

If one did not kindle the Chanukah lights early in the   
evening, they can be kindled later, as long as there are 
people in the streets (or others awake in the house). 

IMPORTANT: It is 
forbidden to light a 
fire on Shabbat, 
which extends from 
sunset on Friday 
evening unt i l 
n i g h t f a l l  o n 
Saturday night. 
Therefore, on    

Friday evening,  December 15, the Chanukah lights 
should be kindled early, before the Shabbat lights, which 
are lit 18 minutes before sundown at 6:21pm. Additional 
oil or larger candles should be used for the Chanukah 
lights, to make sure they will last a full half hour after 
nightfall—the standard 30-minute Chanukah candles 
cannot be used on Friday. 
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 From the time the 
Shabbat candles 
are lit (Friday    
evening) until 
Shabbat ends 
(after nightfall    
Saturday night) and 
until the havdalah 
prayer (separating 

Shabbat from the weekday) is recited, the Chanukah   
menorah should not be relit, moved or prepared. 

Chanukah lights for Saturday night are kindled only after 
Shabbat ends - at  nightfall after 7:19pm. 

On the first night of Chanukah (Tuesday, December 12, 
recite all three blessings. On all subsequent nights, recite 
blessings number 1 and 2. 

1. Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, 
who has sanctified us with His commandments, and 
commanded us to kindle the Chanukah light. 

1. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai Eh-lo-hei-noo Meh-lech Ha-olam 

A-sher Ki-deh-sha-noo Beh-mitz-vo-tav Veh-tzi-va-noo 

Leh-had-lik Ner Cha-noo-kah. 

2. Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, 
who performed miracles for our forefathers in those 
days, at this time. 

2. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai Eh-lo-hei-nu Meh-lech Ha-olam 

Sheh-a-sa Nee-sim La-avo-tei-noo Ba-ya-mim Ha-hem 

Bee-z’man Ha-zeh. 

3. Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, 
who has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled us to 
reach this occasion. 

3. Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai Eh-lo-hei-noo Me-lech Ha-olam 

Sheh-heh-cheh-ya-noo Veh-kee-yeh-ma-noo Veh-hee-gee

-a-noo Liz-man Ha-zeh. 

After kindling the lights, Maoz Tzur and the hanerot    
Halalu prayer are recited. 

One is not to    benefit from the light of the candles, only 
from the shamash and other sources of light.  

For the first half hour when the candles are burning, it is 
customary to sit by the candles and tell stories relating 
to the holiday. 

Work should not be done in the proximity of the burning 
candles. Women have a custom to refrain from 
household work during the half hour that the lights are     
burning, to honor the brave Jewish women who played a 
significant role in the Chanukah story. 

During the eight 
days of Chanukah, 
we add the Al     
HaNissim liturgy to 
the amidah (daily 
silent prayer) and 
the Grace After 
Meals. 

The complete Hallel prayer (see your prayerbook) is also 
said in the morning service. A portion of the Torah is 
read daily in the synagogue during morning prayers.  It is 
customary to increase one’s daily giving to charity. On 
Fridays we give double the amount, to account for   
Shabbat. 

It is traditional to 
give all children 
Chanukah gelt 
(money). Of 
course, this    
beautiful custom 
adds to the       
c h i l d r e n ’ s         
happiness and 

festive spirit. In addition, it gives adults an opportunity 
to give the children positive reinforcement for             
exemplary behavior, such as diligence in their studies 
and acts of charity.  Chanukah gelt is given to children 
after lighting the menorah. The children should be     
encouraged to give charity from a portion of their 
money. 

Because of the great significance of oil in the story of the 
Chanukah miracle, it is traditional to serve foods cooked 
in oil. Among the most popular Chanukah dishes are   
potato latkes (pancakes) and sufganiot (doughnuts). It is 
also customary to eat cheesy foods on Chanukah, in 
commemoration of the bravery of Yehudit.  

CHANUKAH  FESTIVAL  
Insights and Practise  
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Miracles--the word itself is hazy. Just what is a miracle? 
A world-shocking event such as the parting of the Red 
Sea at the time of the Exodus? Or the constant human 
act of breathing? Neither of these two phenomena can 
truly be explained, but one of them is a familiar, ongoing 
occurrence while the other is an exotic, one-time 
happening. Let’s talk about these two types of miracles 
and see whether miracles have really ceased. 
 
The greatest miracle of all is described in the opening 
words of the Book of Genesis: "In the beginning, G‑d 
created.." Suddenly "nothing" was transformed into 
"something". We are all familiar with the transformation 
of matter into energy or of energy into matter, but each 
of these changes involved a previously existing 
"something". Where "nothing" exists, there can be no 
change. Creating ex nihilo – literally "out of nothing" – is 
beyond man’s capabilities. This is a hurdle of acceptance 
that must be confronted at the outset. G‑d, and G‑d 
alone can create. The miracle of creation is the miracle 
of the first order, beyond duplication by man. 
 
The more familiar miracles described elsewhere in the 
Torah – the parting of the Red Sea, the manna in the 
wilderness, the Menorah that burned in the Sanctuary 
for eight days (the miracle of Chanukah), and so forth – 
these are all miracles of the second order. They did not 
entail creation ex nihilo, but merely change. Water, 
which is liquid, suddenly behaved like a solid; this, in 
brief is what happened when the Red Sea was parted to 
enable Israel to pass through it on dry land. A quantity of 
oil which normally can burn for only one day burned for 
eight full days because its rate of combustion had been 
slowed to one-eighth the ordinary rate. This, in brief, is 
the story of Chanukah. As the Talmud puts it, "He Who 
ordered oil to burn, and it burns, will order vinegar to 
burn and it, too, will burn". 
 
But there is yet a third order of miracles – the miracles 
that are with us every day of our lives. The Sages teach 
us to "praise Him for every breath we draw." We are to 
give thanks to G‑d for our every heartbeat, for the 
smooth performance of all our vital functions, and 
indeed for all the day-by-day workings of nature. "But", I 
hear someone protest, "that’s only nature!" Correct.  

But the ordinary, the "natural," the everyday and 
commonplace happenings in nature and in our bodies are 
no less the work of G‑d’s hand than the parting of the Red 
Sea and, for that matter, the act of Creation itself. Thus 
we see that miracles are indeed still taking place an, in 
fact, are happening all the time. 
 
This, by the way, is the explanation of the miracle of 
Purim, the deliverance of the Jewish people from 
Haman’s wicked scheming: a succession of events which 
are not in themselves " supernatural" a series of what 
appears to be mere "coincidences" but which come about 
at a time when they can do, and do, the most good. 
 
The Lubavitcher Rebbe once compared the Torah 
perspective and the non-Torah (we might call it 
"scientific") perspective succinctly: the Torah view seeks 
the supernatural in the natural; science seeks the natural 
in the supernatural. 
 
The function of the scientist is to find reasons for all the 
phenomena of nature, and then to apply his findings to all 
the natural events he subsequently encounters. He sets 
out from the premise that there is a reason for 
everything; he has faith in cause and effect. If an 
apparently healthy man suddenly falls sick and dies, the 
scientist cannot simply attribute it to the inscrutable will 
of G‑d. His job is to find the cause of that illness, perhaps 
to cure others stricken with a similar disease, or perhaps 
to prevent the disease from striking others. Let it be 
emphasized that all this, in itself, is perfectly consonant 
with Torah doctrine. 
 
What are the physical causes of thunder and lightning, of 
rainbows, floods, earthquakes, eclipses and famines – 
indeed, of anything in the universe? An occurrence that 
seems to defy explanation simply presents that much 
more of a challenge. "At the present stage in our 
knowledge we cannot adequately explain this 
phenomenon," the scientist will note. But the fact 
remains that, as a scientist, he must find a "natural" 
explanation for whatever happens in the world in which 
we live. 
 
Torah imparts a different perspective. From the vantage 
point of Torah, everything is "supernatural" – including 
nature. Nature itself is a miracle, created by the hand of 
G‑d; without His charge, "Let there be…" it would have 
remained nothingness. Do your lungs work properly? If 
so, give thanks to G‑d for that. The natural functions of 
your body have concealed within them the hand of G‑d; 
without Him they would not continue.  
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Ask The Rabbi - 
 

Why Don’t Miracles Happen Anymore? 
 
By Zalman Posner 



That tree and that sunset are not just a beautiful tree 
and a glorious sunset; they are the manifestation of G‑d 
Himself through His creations. 
 
These two perspectives, science and Torah are, of 
course, not mutually exclusive. The physician who is a 
Torah Jew will use all his professional skill to treat his 
patient, and remain sufficiently humble to recite some 
Tehillim (Psalms) as well. Or, we might express the same 
thought in reverse; the Torah Jew who is a physician will 
offer prayers for his patient, but at the same time 
employ all his medical skills to treat him.  
 
Two different perspectives may both be valid. A physicist 
might see a sunset as a refraction of light rays, while a 
painter might view the same scene as a cascade of 
colors. Rabbi Chaim Brisker ( a nineteenth century great 
Torah luminary), observed a sunset on Yom Kippur and 
described it as the atoning power of the Day of 
Forgiveness slowly sinking below the horizon – an 
unusual perspective but a perfectly valid one. 
 
Miracles, certainly the miracles of nature, are with us, all 
the time. But, repeating the original question, why don’t 
"supernatural" miracles, the miracles of the second 
order, happen any more today? 
 
Let us try to answer that question without entering into 
the various views on the purpose of the Biblical miracles. 
Take as our case in point the parting of the Red Sea. We 
are told (Exodus 14:31) that Israel "beheld the hand of 
G‑d" at the Red Sea. The Children of Israel recognized 
the miracle for what it was. Those generations of the 
Biblical era, to which it was given to witness miracles, 
had the capability of accepting them as such, and of 
being impressed. 
 
Then, these ancients implemented their recognition of 
the "hand of G‑d" by living in accordance with the "word 
of G‑d", because they had experienced Him directly and 
personally. The generations of antiquity lived in a pre-
scientific age. G‑d wanted to show them that there was 
a Power greater than wealth and the chariots of 
Pharaoh, greater than the waves of the sea, and they 
were prepared to learn the lesson which the miracle had 
been intended to teach. 
 
But people have changed since then. 
 

 

Continue…….  Chanukah: Why Don’t 

Miracles Happen Anymore? 

If we were to gather at the banks of the Mississippi river 
today and I where to promise that at dawn the next 
morning, I would strike the river with a staff and the 
waters would part and then, the next morning, I would 
indeed strike that river a mighty blow and the waters 
would really part, what would you say? 
 
That G‑d sent me? That it was a miracle? Or would you 
suggest that it was a trick which I performed with the 
aid of a ton of Jell-O under the levee or some other 
sleight of hand? Or, if we were to meet tomorrow at 
that mountain in the Sinai desert and to hear a voice 
thundering forth from a cloud, would we declare that 
this must be the voice of G‑d, or would we suspect the 
presence of a hidden loudspeaker or some other 
gadget? 
 
The question we should ask is not whether miracles do 
or do not happen today, and why, but what effect 
miracles have upon us. Miracles show man that G‑d is 
master over nature, over all the world. Miracles are a 
form of communication, but communication needs two 
partners. To be sure, G‑d can perform miracles, but how 
would we react to them? Perhaps, when we are ready 
for miracles, when we are able to recognize a miracle 
when we see one, it will be given us to witness miracles. 
 
But then, is it really true that the kind of miracles that 
are described in the Bible never occur today? I am not a 
military strategist, but how about the Six-Day War of 
1967, Israel’s crossing of the Suez Canal during the Yom 
Kippur war and the Entebbe rescue? And, more 
recently, the Gulf War scuds, the fall of Communism 
and the massive Jewish emigration from the former 
Soviet Union? I have read many explanations of these 
events, but frankly, I find it easier to perceive them as 
miracles which reveal the hand of G‑d in the history of 
man rather than to accept the "rational" explanations. 
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In the early days of World War II, Perlasca avoided the 
draft by working as an import-export agent for the Italian 
army. He traveled to Zagreb, Belgrade, and Eastern 
Europe, where he witnessed vicious Axis massacres of 
Jews and Serbs. 
 
In 1942, he was assigned to Budapest. He found the 
Hungarian capital “'full of life, where nothing was lacking 
and the restaurants and theaters were full of seemingly 
carefree people, many of them Jews.” Tall, well-dressed 
and stylish, Perlasca also enjoyed an active social life 
which came to an abrupt end in September 1943. Italy 
surrendered to the Allies and the country was split. Some 
aligned themselves to Mussolini’s Italian Social Republic 
while others supported the king who joined the Allies.  
 
Perlasca was arrested as an enemy alien and interned in a 
camp near the Austrian border. Escaping in October 1943, 
he made his way back to Budapest. 
 
Life changed drastically in March 1944 when the 
Hungarian Nazis seized power. Perlasca ran to the Spanish 
Consulate in Budapest. Producing his vital letter from the 
Spanish authorities, he received a Spanish passport with 
his new name: Jorge Perlasca. 
 
He soon discovered that the Spanish Consul Angel Sanz 
Briz was issuing "letters of protection" for Hungarian Jews 
who were forced to wear the yellow Star of David. The 
embassy was overwhelmed with requests from stateless 
Jews seeking asylum in a neutral country such as Spain or 
safe passage out of Europe. 

Posing as a Spanish ambassador in Hungary, Giorgio 
Perlasca risked his life to save 5218 Jews from 
deportation to Nazi death camps. 
 
Giorgio Perlasca saved more Jews than the 1200 saved by 
the famous Oskar Schindler. Like Raoul Wallenberg, 
Perlasca boldly rescued Hungarian Jews from under the 
noses of the Nazis. 
 
Yet the heroic Giorgio Perlasca still remains unknown. 
 
Born in 1910 in the small northern Italian town of Como 
and raised in nearby Padua, Perlasca’s family consisted of 
civil servants and army officers. Initially attracted to 
Italian fascism, he volunteered for the army when Italy 
invaded Ethiopia in 1935. Later he joined the Corps of 
Volunteer Troops, an Italian force assisting the rebel 
forces of Francisco Franco in the Spanish Civil from 1936 
to 1939. In gratitude for his service, Perlasca received a 
letter of thanks from Franco’s victorious new 
government. 
 
The letter instructed the Spanish foreign service to come 
to his aid if he should ever need diplomatic assistance. At 
the time Perlasca had no idea how important this letter 
would turn out to be. Upon his return home to Italy, he 
found Mussolini had aligned with Hitler’s Third Reich and 
introduced its racial laws in 1938. Perlesca, who had many 
Jewish friends from Padua and from his army service, was 
strongly opposed to anti-Semitism. At one time he 
explained, “I was neither fascist, nor anti-fascist; I was 
anti-Nazi.” From then on, he reserved his loyalty for the 
Italian king, Victor Emmanuel III. 

Inspiration - 
 
 

The ‘Italian Wallenberg’ who Saved 
Over 5000 Hungarian Jews 
 
by Menucha Chana Levin  
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Giorgio Perlasca, September 1935  



Perlasca described his situation: "At first, I didn't know 
what to do, but then I began to feel like a fish in water. I 
continued giving out protective passes and looked after 
the Jews in the 'safe houses' flying the Spanish flag. As the 
proverb says, 'Opportunity makes the thief.'" 
 
The new "Consul" organized food, medical aid and 
protection for 5,200 Jews in the Consulate's apartments. 
An intelligence network warned him in advance of 
possible Nazi searches. 
 
The diplomatic missions of four other neutral states – 
Portugal, Switzerland, the Vatican and Sweden – also 
helped save Jewish lives. 
 
In the following months Perlasca did more than organize 
the hiding, feeding and transport of thousands of Jews. 
He came up with a brilliant plan to use an old Spanish law 
which gave Spanish-born Jews full citizenship and 
protection. Perlasca successfully issued fake safe-conduct 
passes claiming that Hungarian Jews were actually 
Spanish-born. The passes read: 
“The relatives of all Spaniards in Hungary require their 
presence in Spain. Until we are able to reestablish 
communications and the journey back is possible, they 
will remain here under the protection of the government 
of Spain.” 
 
Giorgio Perlasca teamed up with Sweden’s Raul 
Wallenberg, Angelo Rotta from the Vatican and Friedrich 
Born from the International Red Cross to vouch for Jews 
across Hungary. Together they helped organize and 
secured the escape of thousands of Jews. 
 
However Raoul Wallenberg possessed plentiful funds but 
there was no one to pay Perlasca a salary. When consular 
funds ran out he used his own money, then that of the 
local Jewish committee. Finally he had to ask for funds 
from the families hiding in the apartments. 
 
A fearless man, Perlasca acted as if he really was a 
protected diplomat, openly risking his own life to save 
others. 
 
One December day in 1944, he went to the train station 
and began arguing with a German officer, demanding the 
release of two Jewish children on a train headed for 
Auschwitz. Also present was Raoul Wallenberg, the 
Swedish diplomat whose similar daring acts also saved 
many Jewish lives. 

Perlasca rescuing Jews at the train station at Budapest 
 
The Consulate also employed Jews as clerks and housed 
them in eight apartment buildings under its control. 
Perlasca offered his assistance. The Hungarian 
government then discovered that the Spanish officials had 
been harboring Jews in their houses and embassy and 
began raiding the homes of diplomats. With Budapest in 
chaos, Ángel Sans Briz and other officials received orders 
to vacate immediately. He left a note for Perlasca 
imploring him to leave too. Realizing that without 
protection many Jews would be killed, Perlasca bravely 
decided to remain. 
 
The only person in the Consulate with a Spanish passport, 
he went to the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 
Utilizing his boundless chutzpah and a letter he had 
forged, Perlasca succeeded in convincing the officials he 
had been appointed the new Spanish Consul and that 
Sanz Briz was simply on leave. The German and Hungarian 
officials believed his appointment and his warning that 
Spain would retaliate if forced to turn over their refugees. 
Fortunately for him they were unable to confirm 
Perlasca’s new status with Madrid and he was permitted 
to continue working. 
 
“I couldn’t stand the sight of people being branded like 
animals . . . I couldn’t stand seeing children being killed,” 
he stated. “I did what I had to do.” 

Continue...Inspiration - 
The ‘Italian Wallenberg’ who Saved 
Over 5000 Hungarian Jews 
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So Perlasca ceased speaking about his exploits in 
Budapest and lived in relative anonymity. 
 
The full facts of his extraordinary story did not emerge 
until the late 1980s when some Hungarian Jews recalled 
the events of wartime Budapest at a family gathering. 
 
"Do you remember that Spanish Consul?" someone 
asked. 
 
Several did, and they placed a notice in Budapest's Jewish 
newspaper asking for other testimonies. Gradually 
Perlasca's story emerged and the tributes finally began to 
flow. In 1989 the Hungarian Parliament awarded him its 
highest honor and a statue was dedicated to him in 
Budapest. Israel accorded him honorary citizenship and 
dedicated a tree to him at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. 
 
As part of its Righteous Among the Nations project, the 
Raanana Symphonette Orchestra in Israel commissioned 
an original orchestral piece, “His Finest Hour,” from 
composer Moshe Zorman in tribute to Perlasca. The piece 
had its debut at a concert attended by Perlasca’s son 
Franco and daughter-in-law Luciana Amadia. 
 
In 1990 he was honored in New York by the Raoul 
Wallenberg Committee. 
 
The Spanish king awarded him the Order of Isabella and a 
pension. 
 
In Italy he became the subject of a book and a feature 
film. 
 
Like many Holocaust heroes, he downplayed his valor to 
the end. Deploring the fuss, he asked, “Wouldn't you have 
done the same? If you had seen Jewish children being 
shot in the streets?" 
 
Giorgio Perlasca died of a heart attack in 1992 at the age 
of 82. 
 
Dr. Hugo Dukesz, one of the Jews saved by Perlasca, 
wrote this tribute to him, "We want to express the 
affection and gratitude of the several thousand Jews who 
survived, thanks to your protection. There are not enough 
words to praise the tenderness with which you fed us and 
with which you cared for the old and the sick among us. 
You encouraged us when we were close to despair, and 
your name will never be omitted from our prayers. May 
the Almighty grant you your reward. 

 “A young SS major pulled out his pistol, pointing it at 
me,” Perlasca later recalled. “Wallenberg, standing 
nearby, shouted at him that he could not treat a Spanish 
diplomatic representative like this. Then, at a certain 
moment, an SS lieutenant-colonel arrived and asked what 
was happening. He listened, then ordered the major 
coldly to do nothing more because, 'Sooner or later', he 
said, 'we'll get the children anyway.' They went away and 
it was then that Wallenberg told me that the SS colonel 
was the notorious Adolf Eichmann.” 
 
Perlasca once noticed some Nazi soldiers leading a group 
of Jews to their execution. Using his bold air of authority, 
he insisted that the soldiers release the prisoners to his 
care. He overruled their protests and eventually they 
walked away leaving the Jews safely behind. 
 
When the Red Army bombarded Budapest towards the 
end of 1944 the Ministry of the Interior planned to move 
all Jews from the consular apartments into the ghetto, 
then set it on fire. 
 
Perlasca refused to believe this horrific plan would be put 
into effect until he saw Jews from the Portuguese-
protected apartments being marched to the ghetto. 
Rushing to the Minister of the Interior he begged him to 
stop the plans but his humanitarian and religious 
arguments had no effect. 
 
Perlasca then switched to threats, warning that if the 
Spanish government was not assured within 48 hours that 
the Jews under its protection would be safe, all 
Hungarians in Spain would be imprisoned and their 
property confiscated. He further added that the Brazilian 
and Uruguayan governments would be urged to follow 
suit. The Minister of the Interior decided to abandon his 
vicious plan. 
 
When Soviet troops entered Budapest in January 1945, 
the Jews were finally able to leave the apartments. 
However the Russians forced Perlasca to work as a street 
cleaner. 
 
After a few weeks he was able to leave for Istanbul and 
eventually returned to Italy. There few people would 
credit his story. "My wife didn't say outright that she 
didn't believe me," he recalled. "But I was sure she was 
not convinced." 

Continue...Inspiration - 
The ‘Italian Wallenberg’ who Saved 
Over 5000 Hungarian Jews 
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Personal Development: 

Growing Each Day  
 

By Rabbi Dr.  Abraham Twerski  

God is your shadow at your right hand 
(Psalms 121:5). 
 
The Baal Shem Tov taught that God acts toward 
individuals accordingly as they act toward other 
people. Thus, if people are willing to forgive those 
who have offended them, God will similarly 
overlook their misdeeds. If a person is very 
judgmental and reacts with anger to any offense, 
God will be equally strict. The meaning of, God is 
your shadow, is that a person's shadow mimics his 
or her every action. 
 
At a therapy session for family members of 
recovering alcoholics, one woman told the group 
that she had experienced frustration from many 
years of infertility and tremendous joy when she 
finally conceived. Her many expectations were 
shattered, however, when the child was born with 
Down's syndrome. 
 
"I came to love that child dearly," she said, "but the 
greatest thing that child has done for me is to make 
me realize that if I can love him so in spite of his 
imperfections, then God can love me in spite of my 
many imperfections." 
 
If we wish to know how God will relate to us, the 
answer is simple: exactly in the same way we relate 
to others. If we demand perfection from others, He 
will demand it of us. If we can love others even 
though they do not measure up to our standards 
and expectations, then He will love us in spite of our 
shortcomings. 
 
 

Today I shall... 
 
try to relate to people in the same manner I 
would wish God to relate to me. 

Jewish tradition ordains that whenever the Torah is 
read we are granted a special and uniquely          
opportune moment to invoke blessing for those in need 
of divine intervention. From time immemorial it has 
therefore been the custom to recite a "Mi 
Sheberach" (prayer for the sick) on behalf of      people 
who are ill.  We pray for the people below, and wish 
them a  speedy recovery:  

Misheberch - Prayer for the sick 

Man 

Yehuda Avraham Ben Beila Chaya 
Michael Ben Baila Chaya 

Daniel Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 
Shlomo Ben Dahlia 

Adam Gideon Ben Leah 
Michael Ben Mina 

Mordechai Ha'Levi Ben Rochel 
Yishai Ben Sara 

Tom Ben Miriam 
Chaim Ha’Levi Ben Miriam 

Shimon Dovid Ben Sara 
Tzvi Avigdor Ben Chaya Shaindl 

Shmuel Ben Sara 
Philip Ben Faygelle 
Yehushua Ben Leah 
Yochu Ben Binner 

Chanan Halevi Ben Tatyana  
Yaakov Haleyvi Ben Brurya 
Dovid haleyvi Ben Penina  

Zalman Chaim Ben Devorah  
Gary Ben Minnie 
John Ben Olive 
Favdu Ben Gitel 

Noach Ben Nechama 
Simcha zelig Ben Pesya 

Women     
 Rivka Bat Adele 

 Tziyona Bat Chana  
Peryla Bat Chana 

Rivka Bat Sara 
Faygelle Bat Chana 
Tatyana Bat Fayna 
Tirtza Bat Tikvah 

Shoshana Bat Batsheva 
Rochel Bat Rivkah 
Miriam Bat Sara 

Sara Rochel Bat Rivkah 
Leyla Bat Sara 

Libbi Bat Naomi 
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Experiments are expected to be completed within 
three weeks, after which the lab will return to Earth 
for analysis. 
  
NoCamels spoke to SpacePharma founder Yossi Yamir 
as he was receiving information about the execution of 
the lab’s first experiment. Yossi was in contact with the 
International Space Station as it was happening. 
 
“This is an important stage for us,” he tells NoCamels, 
“We had to pass many regulations and protocol. We 
had to postpone the launch for 24 hours. We had to 
make sure conditions were OK. We had to make sure 
to protect the cells and make sure to protect the 
people who could be exposed to the cells,” he 
explains, “We are very proud.” 
 
How do bacteria react to microgravity? 
 
The first experiment being carried out by a US 
researcher looks at the growth rate of Staphylococcus 
aureus bacteria as it reacts to microgravity in an 
extreme environment. 
 
While experiments are being conducted in space, the 
same experiments are being conducted on Earth 
within a control group. The hope is that comparisons 
of these two experiments could lead to better analysis 
of the immune system and how it copes with bacteria 
as well as new drugs that could fight the bacteria. 
 
The team has nine days to complete this first 
experiment, after which it will be sent back to Earth to 
be compared with the control group. Results from all 
the experiments will be back on land by January 5, 
2018. 
 
Another experiment will be conducted Dr. Sarah 
Walsh, whose study concerns bacteria that cause 
infections, particularly among people whose immune 
system is weak. Her experiment examines the effect of 
microgravity conditions on a molecule, which causes 
bacteria to change. 
 
This is the second launch for SpacePharm, whose first 
satellite “Dido” launched four experiments last 
February. “Compliance with NASA’s tough launch 
conditions is a significant milestone for the company, 
which is the second space launch in nine months. The 
activity with the Americans was demanding and it is 
not self-evident that the system was trained into the 
cargo ship,” Yamin said in a statement. 
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A space lab developed by Israel’s SpacePharma arrived 
at the International Space Station on Tuesday, 
November 14, after a successful launch. SpacePharma 
has confirmed that this is the first time that a full lab 
system was launched to the International Space Station 
from Israel. 
 
The lab is unique because it is being controlled by 
researchers on Earth without direct human contact. 
It contains four experiments including one from an 
Israeli pharmaceutical company, one from a Swiss 
researcher, and two from US researchers. The 
experiments, using live biological cells, have never 
been done in space. 
 
“We are proud to see how Israeli entrepreneurs in a 
new and developing field of space startups are 
succeeding in breaching boundaries and registering 
achievements in space,” said Science and Technology 
Minister Ofir Akunis in a statement. 
 
Successful launch and arrival 

 
Launched on Sunday, the Nexus space laboratory 
arrived with three tons of supplies for astronauts living 
at the space station. The experiments themselves only 
weigh 2.3 kilograms and take up a space of only 10cm 
by 10cm by 20cm, which reduced the cost of the 
launch. The lab also includes a camera microscope that 
takes samples according to instructions from 
researchers. It is unique in that it is able to maintain a 
constant temperature of 37 degrees Celsius, similar to 
that of the human body. 
 
Researchers will be able to control, manage and extract 
microscopic images, receive real-time data about 
radiation or temperature, and even intervene in each 
experiment from anywhere on Earth, through a 
computer website or mobile phone app. According to 
the Ministry of Science and Technology, space provides 
an optimal environment for testing effects of sub-
gravity conditions on chemical and biological materials. 
 
Italian astronaut Paolo Despoli was the one who was 
there to receive the lab at the International Space 
Station.  

 

 

Innovation-  
Israeli Medical Space Lab Successfully 
Arrives At International Space Station 
 
 

By Simona Shemer, NoCamels   



Moishe's Hamster 

  
Little Moishie Shiffman had been begging his mother for months to 
get a pet hamster. After promising that he would take care of it, 
Moishie's mother finally relented. And sure enough, it ended up 
being Mom's responsibility. 
 
One evening, exasperated, Mrs. Shiffman asked Moishie, "How 
many times do you think that hamster would have died if I hadn't 
looked after it?" 
 
After a moment, Moishie replied quizzically, "Once?" 
 
 
Berel and Shmerel at the Bank 

  
Berel and Shmerel are neighbors. Not exactly friends but not enemies either. "Frenemies" they would say. 
 
One day, Berel and Shmerel are in a bank, when, suddenly, armed robbers burst in. 
 
While one of the robbers takes the money from the tellers, the other lines the customers, including Berel and 
Shmerel, up against a wall, and proceeds to take their wallets, watches, etc. 
 
While this is going on Berel jams something in Shmerel's hand. Without looking down, Shmerel whispers, "What is 
this?" 
 
To which Berel replies, "It's that $50 I owe you." 
 
 
Running Man 

  

Chaim Yankel decided to take up jogging so he went to the local sports shoe store but when he arrived he was 
astounded by the wide selection of jogging shoes available. While trying on a basic pair of jogging shoes, Chaim 
Yankel noticed a minor feature and asked the clerk about it. "What's this little pocket thing here on the side for?" 
 
"Oh, that's to carry spare change so you can call your wife to come pick you up when you've jogged too far." 
 
 
 

 

Chaim Yankel’s Bad Day 

  
Chaim Yankel was sitting at the bar just staring at his drink for half an hour when this big biker sits next to him, 
grabs his drink and gulps it down in one swig. Poor Chaim Yankel starts crying. 
 
"Come on man. I was just giving you a hard time," the biker says. "I can't stand to see a man crying." 
 
"This is the worst day of my life," Chaim Yankel says between sobs. "I can't do anything right. I overslept and was 
late to an important meeting, so my boss fired me. When I went to the parking lot, I found my car was stolen and I 
don't have any insurance. I grabbed a cab home but, after the cab left, I discovered my wallet was still in the cab. 
So I came to this bar trying to work up the courage to put an end to my life, and then you show up and drink the 
poison!" 
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Laughter….The Best Medicine 
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        Chefs Corner  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asian Chanukah Recipes 

Lumpia  
 

Great for Shabbos Chanukah or when you really want to impress your guests. This fish cake and sauce combination 
will make a Shabbos Chanukah to remember. 
 
An interesting twist on the more familiar eggrolls. This is a Philippine dish that is sure to please a crowd I love 
serving this towards the end of Chanukah once I’ve had my fill of latkes. 
 
Easy to prepare ahead of time. Great to keep in the freezer for when you have unexpected guests. They freeze 
beautifully. 
 

• 2 teaspoons canola oil, plus additional oil for deep-frying 

• ½ onion, diced 

• 2 pounds lean ground beef 

• 1 teaspoon salt 

• 2 cups frozen peas and carrots 
2 packages spring roll wrappers (30 wrappers) 
 
Heat 2 teaspoons canola oil in medium-size frying pan over medium heat. Lightly sauté onion, then add ground 
beef and salt. Cook on medium heat until meat is browned. Remove from heat and drain oil. Add frozen peas and 
carrots to ground beef and onion mixture. Allow to cool. 
 
Peel one spring roll wrapper off paper and set on a large plate. Keep remaining wrappers covered so they don’t 
dry out. Take 1 heaping tablespoon of ground beef mixture and place on lower ⅓ of wrapper. Fold both right and 
left side of wrapper toward middle like an envelope and tightly roll from bottom to top. Place lumpia face-side-
down in a container or on a plate until all lumpias are assembled. Deep-fry in oil. 
 
Yields 20 lumpia. 
 
Note: Lumpia can be frozen after they are assembled and can be cooked frozen. They are great for a quick snack 
or a melaveh malkah treat.  Excerpted from The Complete Asian Kosher Cookbook By Shifrah Devorah Witt and Zipporah Malka Heller 



Form of Bequest 

When Making a Will 

 
I ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Give and bequeath to the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Inc. of 34 
Hamilton Avenue Surfers Paradise Queensland (P.O. Box 133 Surfers 
Paradise, 4217 ) the sum of $_______________________Free from all duties, 
to be applied to the general purposes of the Congregation and I declare 
that a receipt therefore signed by the President or Treasurer for the 
time being of the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation Inc. shall be full and 
sufficient discharge for this bequest. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Why should I remember the Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation in my 

will? 

 

 

 

You care deeply about Jewish continuity on the Gold Coast and want 

to see Judaism flourish in our community. The Gold Coast Hebrew 

Congregation is serving our local community today and will continue 

to serve generations into the future.  

 

This gift can, in some circumstances, be greater than anything you 

could donate during a lifetime.  Thank you in advance for this 

generous contribution. 

 
For more information contact our office on: 5570 1851 Fax 5538 6712 
Email: gchc@westnet.com.au   |   WEBSITE: www.goldcoasthc.org.au 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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KIDS FUN PAGE  



 

 
 

- Mega Challah Baking -    
 

- For all women and girls-  
 
 

 One Shabbat Event— Thursday, 26 October, 2017 

The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation  
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It’s not just about visitation. 
 
It’s about friendship.  
 
It’s about community. 
 
The Sunshine Club is a unique volunteer program under the auspices of the Gold 
Coast Hebrew  Congregation designed to bring cheer and companionship into the 
lives of Jewish seniors all throughout the Gold Coast.  
 
Whether for seniors living on their own, in assisted living facilities or convalescent 
homes, the Sunshine Club matches up caring friends to be there with and for     
seniors - to visit, to assist and to uplift. To share experiences, to spend quality time, 
to celebrate special occasions and to create wonderful memories together. 
 

 

If you would like to become a Sunshine Club Volunteer or if you are a senior – or know of a 
senior – who can benefit from the Sunshine Club, please call our office on 5570 1851 or 
Rabbi Gurevitch on 0419 392 818 

Programs: 

 
 
 

• Weekly Friendship Visits      • Recreational Activities 
• Book-Reading                     • Arts & Crafts 
• Family Connections             • Holiday Celebrations 
• Educational Materials          • Cultural Events        
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Jewish life in Queensland: Celebrating 150 years since 1865  
by Jennifer Creese, Queensland Jewish Board of Deputies, 2016. 

  
From a small collection of settler families in 1865, the Queensland Jewish community has grown over the 
past 150 years to more than 8,000 people, stretching from Far North Queensland down to the New South 
Wales border and out to the remotest Outback communities. Yet the history of Queensland’s Jewish 
community has until now been largely silent in the discourse on Australian Jewish history. 
 
Now a new work, “Jewish Life in Queensland”, has been commissioned and published by the Queensland 
Jewish Board of Deputies following the community’s 150th anniversary in 2015, and written by Jennifer 
Creese of PHA (QLD). The coffee-table book takes readers on a journey through the rich history of the 
Queensland Jewish community across the state. With over 300 pages of text and photographs, the book 
illustrates the community’s story from humble beginnings in 1865 to the modern day, and showcases the 
roles Jewish families and individuals have played throughout the years in making Queensland great. Blending 
archival research with family and life histories, this rich and complex work makes a major contribution to 
Australian multicultural history. 

 
 

 “Very rewarding and difficult to put down… an outstanding work filled with stories of community growth and individual 

personalities. Recommended for anyone in Australia, Jew and non-Jew alike, who has the vaguest interest in Australian 

Jewry and Australian cultural diversity.” Barry Levy (author, including “Shades of Exodus” and “The Terrorist”) 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER 
 

 

Luana Goriss 1st 
Mark Foster  3rd 
Belinda Werb  12th 
Karen Silverman 16th 
Natasha Goriss 17th 
Ali Kornhauser 19th 
Liz Linton  21st 
Betty Broit  24th 
Zelig Berkhut 27th 
Leslie Bassin  16th 
Dion Lewis  22nd 
David Goldzweig  21st 
Eli Cohenka   16th  

YAHRTZEIT OBSERVANCE 

FOR THE MONTH OF  

Kislev/Tevet  -  December/January  
 
 
 

We extend our wishes for long life to the        
following who are  observing a Yahrtzeit  

 
14th Kislev– 2nd December 

Abraham Zulaikha-Father of Isaac Zulaikha 
 

19th Kislev-7th December 
Mary Gordon- Mother of Hymie Gordon 

 
25th Kislev - 13th December 

Sydney Isaac Cohen-Father of Stephanie Stevens 
 

29th Kislev-17th December 
Rachel Khedoori-Mother-in-law of Isaac Zulaikha 

 
3rd Tevet-21st December 

Samuel Guralnek-Brother of Leon Guralnek 
 

8th Tevet-26th December 
Dina Bas Shepsl-Sister of Graham Berkovitch 

 
11th Tevet-29th December 

Joseph Ben Shmuel Mordechai-Father of Alan 
Chanesman 

 
14th Tevet-1st January 

Verna Goriss-Mother of Kim and Toni Goriss 
 

14th Tevet -1st January 
Jack Capkin-Wife of Margaret Capkin 

 
20th Tevet-7th January 

Anne Cohen-Mother of Stephanie Stevens 
 

26th Tevet- 13th January 
Moshe Ben Shlomo- Zalman Rosenblum 

 
27th Tevet-14th January 

Reuben Pelerman-Husband of Ros Pelerman 
 

3rd Shevat-19th January 
Egon Joseph Hilmer-Father of Barbara Kann 

 
5th Shevet-21st January 

Avraham Koppel-Father of Freda Cheilyk 
 

8th Shevat-24th January 
Dina Bas Shepsl-Sister of Graham Berkovitch 

 
9th Shevat-25th January 

Reubin Guralnek-Father of Leon Guralnek 
 

10th Shevat-26th January 
Julius Goldstein- Father of Frank, John & Robbie 

Goldstein 
 

10th Shevat-26th January 
Eddie Kornhauser-Father of Ricci, Larry and Eliezer 

 
13th Shevat-29th January 

David Harris Moses- Father of Gerald and Judah 
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WE THANK THE  

FOLLOWING FOR THEIR 

ALIYA OFFERING  
 

 
Andrew Berkhut 

Mr. A. Aldog 

Isaac Zuliakha 

Sam Recht 

Mr. A. Zipzer 

Barry Katz 

Mr. Spivak 

Mr. Nemesh 

Kim Gorris 

Ron Moss 

Norman Lelah 

Dr. Kern 

Rabbi Nir Gurevitch 

John Donath 

Stephan Rebibou 

Murray Hartman 

Frank Goldstein 

Gabi Elishav 

David Rebibou 

Gerald Moses 

  

Refuah Sheleyma-speedy recovery    
 
 

John Goldstein  
Dion Lewis 
Yvone Fink 

Henry Malecki 
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If undeliverable return to: 
 
The Gold Coast Hebrew Congregation 
P. O. Box 133 
Surfers Paradise  4217 
Queensland,  Australia 
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